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COUNTRY: OF THE GREATER AND LESS 
NIMIQUAS. 


| H AVING fixed the 6th of piace for my 
departure, the chief of the Nimiqua horde, 
near which I was encamped, came on the day 
appointed, with his wife and fifter, to take leave 
of me. His fifter had a pretty little monkey, 
the belly of which was white, and the reft of 
the body of a greenifh colour. This charm- 
ing animal was the firft of its fpecies I had 
OL kL B feen ; 
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feen; and I wifhed much to have it in my 
pofieflion to add to my colleftion; but it was 
fo dear to its miftrefs, that I durft not venture 
to afk it of her. Every time fhe came fo vilit 
me, fhe brought it along with her ; and, before 
fhe entered my tent, fhe tied it.to one of the 
ftakes, that it might play with Kees. \ I was 
always fond of treating it with fome dainty ; 
but fcarcely would my back be turned, when 
Kees, ftronger and more mifchievous, would 
open its mouth by force, and take from its 
pouches what I had given it. Its miftrefs, 
highly delighted with this trick, would laugh 
moft immoderately. She would then run to 
her favourite, load him with careffes, as if to 
confole him, and requeft me to make him 
amends by fome other prefent; while Kees, 
afraid of being forced to reftore what he had 
robbed, would fave himfelf by flight. 

The attachment which this woman had to 
her monkey was a real paffion. Her whole 
happinels feemed to be centred in it. A hun- 
dred times, while we were talking together, 
would fhe interrupt the converfation to kifs it ; 
and yet when fhe faw me about to depart, to 
my great furprife, fhe {natched it up fuddenly, — 
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ahd, having kiffed it over and over with the 
utmoft tendernefs, threw it upon my fhoulder 
and bid me keep it. Was this inconftancy or 
indifference? ‘Lhe carefies fhe beftowed upon 
it before fhe gave it me prove that it was nei~_ 
ther. She conjeGured, that it would afford 
me great pleafure to poflefs the animal; and, — 
without farther ceremony, fhe detached her Se 

from it in my favour 

My plan was to repair to a horde of the - 
Koraquas, eftablifhed at the diftance of fourteen 
or fifteen leagues farther to the north-eaft: 
Twelve perfons, men and women, of that 
which I was going to leave, joined themfelves 
to my caravan, and ferved me as guides. We 
_ propofed to’ halt on the banks of a river, fitu- 
ated four leagues and a half from our point of 
departure ; but we found the bed of it occu- 
pied by a herd of more than an hundred buf= 
faloes, which my dogs roufed, and which fled 
from ws on the oppofite fide. 

It is always a bad omen to meet with thefe 
animals, in the deferts, during times of 
drought; for, as they live always in large herds, 
and take up their abode in the beds of the 


rivers, they foon exhauft what little water — 
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might otherwife be left in them. In this, there- 
fore, we did not find a fingle drop. | 

After we had refted, we refumed our march, 
following their track, beth with a view that 
they might not exhauft the other refervoirs, 
which we knew we fhould foon ftand in need 
of, and that we might, if poffible, kill fome 
of them. ‘Towards evening we came up with 
them, at the diftance of five leacues farther on 
the banks of the river ; and as the buthes with 
which the country was covered retarded their 
progrefs, and concealed us from their fight, 
we were able, by the afhiftance of our dogs, to 
approach them, and to kill two. 

They were in nothing different from the 
other buffaloes which I had met with in the 
eaftern part of Africa, except that they were 
of a monftrous fize. Inno part had I ever 
feen any equal to them. | 

Two animals of fuch a bulk enfured pro- 
vifions in abundance for my whole company ; 
but, asthe cutting them up would require an 
entire day, I deferred that labour till the next 
‘morning. At break of day my people began 
their work; and, in the mean time, that I 
might conciliate the friendthip of the Koraquas, 

whofe 
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whofe horde I intended to vifit, I difpatched 
meflengers to inform them that, if they chofe 
to partake of my game, | would give them a 
fhare of it with the greateft pleafure. 

In this manner, I here repeat it, muft every 
traveller act who withes to fucceed in his plans. 
By fuch means he will procure friends; and 
he will find no favages, however ferocious, 
whom he may not render tractable. | 
I muft declare, to the honour of the Afri- 
cans, that the farther you go from the colonies 
you will find among them more fincerity and 
more affection. ‘Thofe who, on account of 
their dittance, are neither known to, nor have 
an opportunity of knowing the Europeans, 
poffefs a fimplicity highly engaging, and fhow 
no miftruft but what is neceflary to every rea- 
fonable being, to guard againft danger and pre- 
ferve his exiftence. | 

Their character, it is true, difplays more . 
apathy, and their talents are more confined; 
but never having occafion to deceive, and being 
alfo never expofed to be deceived by others, 
they have no need of falfehood, and are un- 
acquainted with it. 

The Koraquas arrived in the afternoon, to 
3 the 
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the number of thirty men and women, and 
brought with them fome oxen to carry back 
the provifions I had offered them. They pafled ° 
the night with me; and, next morning, hav- 
ing caufed their oxen to be loaded, | fet out 
with them for their horde, acrofs a fcorched 
plain, the drieft, perhaps, of all thofe I at 
yet traverfed. | 
I every where obferved ciraffes 3 “Boe a ae 
fpace fo extenfive, they had too much advan- 
tage over us; and, as I defpaired of being able 
to get near them, I did not fo much as think 
of purfuing them. Having, however, feen a 
rhinoceros, which, by the heavinefs of his 
flight, feemed likely to lofe ground, I refolved 
to hunt him, and fet out accordingly with 
Klaas. We galloped forwards full fpeed, and 
had got within fhot, when the horfe on which 7 
Klaas was mounted, fuddenly ftumbling, fell 
down, and threw him over his head to the 
diftance of more than ten feet. “By the effe@s 
of the fall, his fulee went off at the fame time; 
and it was only by the explofion that I was 
informed of the accident. 
I was then at about the diftance of a hundred 
and hity yards in a Eraight line before him. 
I haftened 
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I haftened towards him, as foon as I obferved 
the accident, and, finding him motionle(s, ima- 
gined he was dead; but, on putting fome vo- 
Jatile alcalito his nofe, his fenfes returned; 
and, as he was now in a fair way of recovery, 
I left him to; run after his horle ; and having 
caught it we rejoined our caravan, 

‘An accident, but. of a different kind, had 
happened among .the reft of my company. 
Two women, exhaufted by fatigue and the 
heat, had been taken ill; and it was found 
neceflary to place them upon the oxen which 
I kept for that purpofe, and which followed 
‘us in relays. 

Though we had advanced but a little way, 
my colonial Hottentots were already quite 
worn out. Accuftomed to the temperate cli- 
mate of the Cape, thefe men, naturally indolent 
and timid, were unable to fupport the fcorch- 
ing heat of the torrid zone to which we were 
approaching, ‘Thofe who during my firft 
journey had, when circumftances required, 
fuftained marches of twelve hours, found them- 
felves now fo languid and weak after one of 
half the time, that they were not capable of 
advancing a flep farther. They faw me ex- 

a pote 
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pofe myfelf to the fame fatigue without com- 
plaining ; but my example had no effect to 
raife their deprefled courage. 

_ They complained particularly of thirft more 
than of any other evil. In vain did I exhort 
them to employ a remedy I had difcovered, 
which was that of not drinking much, and of 
being contented with lapping a little water at 
atime, like my dogs. ‘This would have been 
fuficient to moiften the falivary glands, and 
to keep the mouth cool; but their obftinate 
ignorance would not fuffer them to follow my 
directions. ‘They drank to fatisfy the prefent, 
and thought they could drink alfo to fatisfy 
their future thirft, without perceiving that the 
large quantity of liquid which they fwallowed, 
after remaining on, their ftomachs like a load, 
and retarding their movements, foon went off 
again in an abundant perfpiration, which 
greatly weakened them, and threw them into 
a flate of general relaxation, the caufe of which | 
they unjufily afcribed to the climate. 

Befides, ail the water here being for the mot 
part brackifh, it occafioned dyfenteries, which 
they rendered continual, by refufing the only 
remedy we could employ to check them. They 

, had 
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had already forgotten thefe proteftations of 
zeal, and thofe folemn promifes which they 
were fo eager to make before my departure 
from Cape Orange ; and the fymptoms of dif- 
content which they began to fhow rendered 
me exceedingly unhappy. 

To this caufe of uneafinefs was added ano- 
ther. On approaching the kraal, the remainder 
of the horde (thofe, 1 mean, who were not in 
my company) came to meet me, but in a tu- 
multuous manner, and without aleader. Their 
chief had died a little before; and, fince that 
event, anarchy, diforder, and confufion had 
prevailed among them. _ They had affembled, 
indeed, to eleé a fucceflor to the deceafed ; but, 
the perfon chofen having refufed to accept the 
office, the horde had divided into two parties, 
one confifting of the men and the other of the 
women, each of whom had named a chief, fo. 
that they had three at once, none of whom, 
however, poffefled fufficient authority to ter- 
minate their diffenfion. The refult of this — 
triple ele€tion was continual difputes and 
wrangling. Battles,in which much blood was 
Shed, took place every day ; and thefe combats 
tended ftill more to increafe their animofity. 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely had they joined me, when they be- 
gan to fhow, by their conduc, how their af- 
‘fairs were fituated. The whole horde, both 
thofe who had arrived and thofe who had ace 
companied me, no longer paid attention to 
any thing but their quarrel; and they endea- 
voured to intereft me in it, though I knew not 
afingle word of their language. To fee their 
warmth, one might have fuppofed that their 
_ election was a matter of importance to the whole 
world, and that the fate of mankind was about 
to depend on their chief. All {poke at the fame 
‘time; each endeavoured to drown his neigh- 
bour’s voice by his own; their eyes fparkled 
with fury; and, amidft this confufion, while 
they threatened each other in turns, the noife 
 they_made became truly dreadful. 

This intefling war among the favages af- 
forded mea {peGiacle entirely new; and though 
it had rather an alarming appearance, it pre- 
fented fomething interefting to the obfervation 
of a traveller. The hope, indeed, which I 
entertained of fettling their difptute in.an equi- 
table manner, made fome amends for the dif- 
agreeablenefs of my fituation by being confti- 
tuted fupreme judge in a-caufe of fo much, 

. confes 
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eonfequence. I had ereat reafon to entertain 
a high idea of myfelf, as 1 was going, by a 
fingle word, to be the founder or reftorer of 
she greateft power that one mortal can exercife 
over others. 

I learned by. my interpreters, that the de- 
ceafed had left feveral fons of fufiicient age to 
' fucceed him; and yet thefe fons had been én- 
tirely forgotten ; notwithftanding what Kolben 
tells'of the wonderful order which prevails, as 
to fucceflion, among the African tribes, and 
of the continuance of the crown in the reigning 
families. The courfe dictated to me by pru- 
dence, and the only one I could purfue under 
the prefent circumftances, was to watch the — 
different events likely to refult from this {cene, 
and to take advantage of that which I might 
think moft favourable to my views. A for- 
tunate circumftance foon enabled me to carry 
my plan into execution. 

Unarmed and without any precaution, 
though furrounded by this enraged multitude, 
I walked calmly along in the midft of them; 
and, when we arrived at the kraal, I ordered my 
tent to be immediately formed, as if I had been 
furrounded by my friends and relations. 


This 
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"This appearance, ratfed fuddenly, and asifby — 
magic, before the eyes of the horde, with my 
fufees, horfes, and tent, objects which were all 
new tothem, filled them with admiration. Men, 
women, and children, motionlefs and with. 
their mouths wide open, all ftood looking at 
them with profeund filence. Anger, hatred, 
and every violent paffion, feemed by their 
countenances to be extinguithed, and to have 
given place to more tranquil emotions, to ig- 
norant furprife, and ftupid aftonifhment. This 
ftate of calmnefs was juft what I withed for; 
and my whole attention was employed in pro- 
longing it, in order that I might turn it to ad- 
vantage. | | 
» Infancy is naturally curious; it is ftruck 
-with every thing it fees; and the favage, in 
‘this refpect, is only a grown up child. As 
‘thefe favages feemed to wifh that I would per- 
mit them to examine more clofely whatever 
excited their admiration, I readily condefcended 
to gratify their defire. They approached, fur- 
veyed, and handled every thing. But the 
‘principal obje& of general curiofity was my 
perfon. ‘Phey feemed as if they would never 
be fatisfied with looking at my drefs. They 
5 | pulled 
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pulled off my hat, that they might the better 


examine my hair and my beard, which were 
long. They even half unbuttoned my clothes ; 
and furprifed to fee my {kin white, each felt it, 
as if defirous to afcertain that what they faw 
was real, rs oh : 
This comedy continued till the evening ; and — 

I did every thing in my power to prolong it, 
At length, when the moment of feparation ar- 
rived, I caufed to be hinted to the whole com- 
pany, that if, two hours after fun-rife next 
morning, they fhould not be agreed refpe@ing 
the choice of a chief, I would immediately 
leave them. I added, however, that if, on 
the other hand, they came and prefented to 
me a chief, elected by general confent, I 
would then load them all with prefents, and 
beftow on him a diftin@tion, which would 
raife him above all his equals, and render 
the horde one of the moft celebrated in the 
whole country. But what was my furprife 
when I learned the fame evening, that on my 
head the burden of the crown was depofed.! 
_ Pretending to be alarmed at this intelligence, I 
_ took advantage of it, as [ had intended, to reftore 
perfect tranquillity; and laccordingly acquiefced, 
affuring 
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affuring them, that if they would promife to bé 
obedient, I would give them the only chief 
worthy of ruling them, and of making them 
happy. ee 

By means of my interpreters, I had acquired 
every information neceflary to enable me to 
accomplifh my end with certainty. My prin- 
cipal aim was to learn the choice or inclination 
-of the majority; and I hoped, when it was 
known, to give to the object of it a confe- 
quence that fhould be capable of ftriking them. 
I fucceeded according to my defire. They 
named one Haripa, and I immediately pro- 
claimed him chief. 

The favage has ftrong paffions; his anget is 
violent, but it is of fhort duration, and he foon 
returns to the natural mildnefs of his character: 
This I experienced on the prefent occafion. 
-'The commotion of the horde fubfided; and 
they peaceably retired, apparently difpofed to 
obey me. 

I was ignorant whether the women, when 
they feparated, held any conference together, 
or whether my choice was agreeable to their 
-withes ; but, at the appointed hour next morn- 
ing, the whole horde appeared before me, with 

| Rt Haripa 
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Haripa at their head. He was a man about 
forty years of age, tall, well made, exceedingly 
ftrong, and confequently formed by nature for 
ruling the feeble multitude. | 

Before I proceeded to inftall him, I defited | 
to know whether they were all agreed in ac- 
knowledging him; or if any one objected to 
his election. Being aflured that they were 
unanimous, I ordered Klaas to approach. Klaas 
immediately advanced, holding in his hand one 
of thofe grenadier caps given me by Colonel 
Gordon, and of which I have already fpoken. 
He had brufhed it with great care; and had 
polifhed the copperplate in the front, which 
was ornamented with the arms oi Holland, 
that is to fay, a lion rampant, : naving in one 
of his fore-paws feven arrows, and in the other 
a naked fabre. 

This fymbol could not fail to pleafe thefe 
favages, as it exhibited a reprefentation of the 
weapons peculiar to them, and of the moft 
formidable animal of their country, which I 
took care to point out to them. They tefti- 
fied their admiration in the moft expreflive 
manner; and imagined that, fuperior to kings, 
J had by my almighty power made this work 


during 
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during the night, merely with a view to afford 
them pleafure. 

After this preparation, I commanded filence ; 
and, caufing the monarch to approach me, I pla- 
ced the cap upon his head with great folemnity. 
I then afixed to the fkin, which formed his 
drefs, feveral rows of glafs beads; gave him a 
girdle made of a {tring of very large ones; or- 
namented his arms with tin bracelets, and fuf-. 
pended from his neck a {mall padlock, fhaped 
like a butterfly, the key of which I had loft. 
Such padlocks, made in the form of animals of 
every kind, are very common at the Cape. 
‘They come from China; and are brought to 
Africa by the captains of the Company’s hits 
which trade in the Indian feas. 

During the ceremony of inftallation, the 
whole horde, dumb and motionlefs through 
admiration, feemed loft in ecftacy. Haripa 
himfelf, though highly gratified, did not dare to 
make the leaft movement, and obferved a gra- 
vity altogether rifibie. When the inaugura- 
tion was finifhed, and he was completely 
-_dreffed, I prefented him with a mirror, that he 
might enjoy the fatisfaction of furveying his 
own figure. I then fhewed him to the people, 

| who - 
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who expreffed their joy by fhouts and applaufes 
without end. 

Ye honeft hearts, who perufe this account, 
behold what it coft me to reftore peace among 
a whole tribe, and to prevent them from de- 
ftroying each other! From this moment con- 
cord was re-eftablifhed ; univerfal j joy prevailed 
throughout the horde; and they inftantly be- 
gan their dancings, which continued for three 
days and three nights without intermiffion. 
They killed for this feftival feveral fat fheep, 
and even two oxen; an extraordinary and 
truly aftonifhing magnificence among a peo- 
ple, who, when they barter one of their daugh- 
ters‘for a cow, think they have made an eX- 
cellent bargain. 

If the Koraquas fet fuch a high value on 
their horned cattle, it is becaufe they are the 
principal part of their riches. They do not, 
however, make them an object of trade. Being 
too far diftant from the colonies to have any 
commercial intercourfe with them, either di- 
rely or indirelly, they can trafic with their 
cattle only among phcoaiblee or their neigh- 
bours. 

When I wifhed, therefore, to purchafe a 

Vou. Il, C _ fufficient 
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fufficient number for my waggons, to fupply 
the place of thofe I had loft, 1 procured them. 
at a price which made me even afhamed, An 
ox coft me only a {mall bit of iron or a nail ; 
and thofe who had the good fortune to make 
fuch an exchange were highly fatisfied with 
their bargain. 
lam fully convinced that, had I been de- 
firous to tempt them, by expofing to their 
view certain trinkets, I might have got, with- 
out exception, every thing that belonged to the 
horde. ‘“Fhis reminds me of the Indians I had. 
{een at Surinam, who, forgetting in the morn- 
ing that they muft repofe at night, will fell 
their hammock for the end of a lighted wax- 
candle: Thefe people would not give the, 
fmalleft article for a hundred weight of wax- 
candles in packets; but they are feduced by 
the {plendour of one that is hghted. They are 
children who, to obtain any trifle that gives. 
them pleafure for the moment, will offer and 
readily refign whatever they poftels, 3 
It is often from the fame childith {pirit that 
the favage is fo ready to pilfer, and appropriate 
to his own ufe whatever he finds pleafing or 
fuited to his purpofes. The Koraquas at- 
22 tempted 
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tempted to carry away fome of my effects, even 
before my face ; and to prevent their rapacity, 
- I was obliged either to watch over, or to depo- 
fit them in fome place of fafety, where they 
could no longer afford temptation. 

Thefe people are tall, and confequently of 
greater flature than the Hottentots of the colo- 
nies. My Hottentots, for inftance, reached 
only to their fhoulders ; ‘but, notwithfanding 
this difference of fize, and that of their cheeks 
which are lefs prominent, and though their 
{kins are blacker, I believe them to be defcended 
from the fame race. At any rate they have 
the fame language and cuftoms as the Nimi- 
quas their neighbours, who are certainly of 
Hottentot extraCtion. | 
_ Their drefs alfo is the fame in form as that 
of the Nimiquas, though it differs in the fub- 

flance, being compofed of the {kin of the 
hyena, and particularly of that of the jackal,’ 
an animal found in great abundance in thofe 
barren regions. With regard to the {kins of 
the buffaloe and the giraffe, as they are too 
thick to be ufed for drefles, they employ them 
only to cover their huts. 

; avs the exceflive drynefs. of the country 
| AC 2 renders 
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renders fprings very rare, the Koraquas would 
be unable to inhabit it, had they not found the 
means of remedying this fcarcity of water. 
For this purpofe, they dig in the earth a kind of 
cifterns or rather wells, to which they defcend 
gradually by fteps; and thefe people are the 
only African nation among whom I ever 
found the fame mark of induftry. 

As their wells always contain little water, 
and as none is to be loft, they take care to fe- 
cure it even from the birds, by clofing up the 
mouth of the hole with ftones and the branches. 
of trees; fo that, unlefs one knows the {pot,. 
it is impoflible to find it. They go down 
into it every day, to fetch up as much,wateras 
may be neceflary for the confumption of their 
people and cattle. They draw it in a kind of 
veflels made of a piece of hollowed wood, 
and pour it into the {kins of buffaloes or gi- 
‘yaffes, placed in a concave form on the ground 
to hold it; but they diftribute it with the ut- 
moft. parfimony, and never draw more than 
they abfolutely have occafion for. 

. Notwithfianding this ftri@ economy, the 
wells often become dry, and in that cafe the 
horde is obliged to remove to fome other place. 
| 4, Among 
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Among all the weftern tribes, therefore, there 
are none who lead fo wandering a life as the 
Koraquas: the confequence of which is, that, 
asthey often change their abode, and acquire new 
‘neighbours, they mutt, in fome meafure, adopt 
the cuftoms of the nations near which they fix 
their refidence. Some tribes of them greafe | 
themfelves like the Hottentots; while others 
tattoo their face, breaft, and arms, after the 
manner of the Caffres. It is, however, to be 
remarked, that the fame colour. is not em- 
ployed by all the Koraquas. Each has his own, 
according as caprice may direct him in his 
«choice, and it generally varies every day ;_ 
which renders, as one may fay, the inhabit- 
ants of the fame horde ftrangers to each other, 
and gives them a motley appearance, as if they 
were drefled for a mafquerade. | 
After the accident of my wound in the horde 
of Klaas Bafter, bya prickly geranium, I al- 
ways took care, when I encamped in a new 
{pot, to caufe all thofe I could find around me 
to be torn up. Among thofe which we had 
occafion to deftroy, near Haripa’s kraal, I 
found a moft fuperb one, with three long 
"gin a figure of which fhall be given, 
C3 when 
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‘when I publith an account of the new plants 
I collefed in the courfe of my travels. 

I found alfo, in the fame neighbourhood, 
two new fpecies of euphorbia, engravings of 
which are annexed. The firft, which I call 
_the melon-ribbed euphorbia, does not rife more 
than three or four inches from-the ground, to 
which it adheres by a colle@ion of fibrous 
roots, ifuing from feveral tubercles difpofedin 
the manner of a crown. The ftem forms a 
flatted globe excavated at the fummit, and ‘has 
tibs like the apple which we call in France 
calville blanche. Thefé ribs are elevated, thick, 
and convex, have a greenifh colour, and are 
marked with brown tan{verfal bands. From — 
the fummit of the ribs iffue feveral li:tle tufts 
of pedunculate flowers. 

I gave the name of the caterpillar-euphorbia 
to the fecond, becaufe, when I firft found it, 
I thought I faw on it feveral beautiful hairy 
caterpillars. The defcription of it in a few 
words is as follows: From a very large tube- 
rous reot, which here and there throws out a 
few thready fibres, iffue feveral ftalks almoft of . 
the length of the finger: they creep along the 
eround, are twified, woody, defitute of leaves, 

and 
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and firnithed with feveral rows of round 
tubercles, each guarded by two prickles. 

Both thefe kinds of euphorbuim are to be 
dreaded; becaufe, being low and mixed with 
the herbage like mufhrooms, animals, as they 
feed, run the rifk of eating them with their 
pafture. 

Though this part sat the country is dry and 
barren, it affords an abundant variety of plants, 
from which an expert botanift might have 
derived more benefit than I did. I, however, 
made a great number of drawings of the moft 
remarkable objets; engravings from which I 
intend+to publith hereafter. 

' During my refidence with this horde, I ob- 
ferved large flocks of cranes and. paroquets 
pafs regularly over our heads every day, from 
north-welt to fouth-eaft. The latter appeared 
to me to be proceeding towards’ Caffraria ; 
and they were perhaps of the {pecies I had feen 
in that eountry. I diftinguifhed them by the 
continual chattering which they made during 
their flight, and by their manner of flying in 
pairs, male and female; but they were at fo 
great a height that I could not kill any of them ; 
and this was the cafe with all the birds of nisi 
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{age I had an opportunity of feeing. As the 
country had nothing to induce them todefcend, 
none of them ftopped. My hunting excur- 
fions, therefore, were become tirefome; and my 
coile@tions did not increafe fo much. as I 
withed. | 

With regard to the animals that were to 
fupply the confiderable confumption made 
daily by my company, I could depend neither 
on giraffes, buffaloes, nor the rhinoceros, 
which, being too wild, could not be approached. 
My whole refource, therefore, was in the an- 
telopes ; but, though I had in no part feen fo 
many, and though. they wandered here in 
immenfe flocks, | found it very dificult to get 
near them. 

While under this embarraf{ment, iilan, 
who thought himfelf much indebted to mg. . 
for the prefents I had given him, and who | 
from gratitude and attachment accompanied 
me every where, promifed, if I would follow 
his advice, and hunt after the Koraqua manner, 
to afford me an opportunity of killing, without 
quitting the {pot, more game than would be 
fufficient for all my company during a whole 
meon, This extraordinary promife appeared to 

Me 
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me exaggeration ; but, as it was eafy for me to 
afcertain the truth of it, and as it afforded me 
the hopes of learning fomething, perhaps, that 
I did not know, I confented to make a trial. » 

_ Next morning, as foon as it was day, the 
chief fent’ out fifty men to track on the hills 
and eminences fituated on the fouth fide of 
the horde. About noon, one of them returned 
to give notice, that they had driven feveral 
flocks of antelopes together; that they now 
formed an immenfe body, moving towards the 
plain ; and that they would not fail foon to 
_ make their appearance. . 
ell immediately fet out with Haripa, whe | 
pilted mein a defile of the plain, through 
which, as he conjetured from the direction 
purfued by the trackers, the antelopes: muft — 
neceflarily pafs ; and indeed we had not long 
remained in this pofition when we faw, rifing 
from the fides of the hills, clouds of duft, 
which feemed every moment to extend them- 
felves and to become larger. He then defired 
sme to lie down on my belly, with my face to- 
_ wards the ground ; and in this pofture, which 
appeared to me very little proper for hunting, 
1 waited the event in filence. 
The antelopes advanced full fpeed, and did 


not 


26 ( SRAVEDLIS IN 
not fail to dire€t their courfe towards us, as hé 
had forefeen. As the fituation we had taken 
did not permit them to fee us, they were not 
ftartled, but proceeded forwards without alter- 
ing their direGtion ; when about two thoufand 
of them, however, had pafled us,’ he rofe up, 
‘began to difcharge his arrows, and defired me 
to fire at the fame time. As UT eS 

I was fully fenfible that, when the herd was 
once put in motion, the antelopes in the rear 
would follow the reft; and that, during the 
impreffion of their fear which made them fly, 
and throw themfelves in crowds towards us, - 
they would not be able to perceive us. I faw 
alfo that the favages, by difpatching them 
filently with their arrows, ran no rifk of fcar- 
ing them; but I was apprehenfive that, if I 
fired my fufee, the explofion might {pread 
terror among them, and that they would then 
return the way they had come. 

' My apprehenfions, though ager 4 in rea- 
fon, were not verified. I fired repeatedly 
in all direCtions, but the column continued 
to advance as before; and fear produced on 
their fheepith inftin& no other effect than — 
_ of making them move on falter. 
1 frequently poured the contents of my fufee 

into 
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into the middle of this confufed multitude, and 
each of my balls often brought down feveral of 
them at a time. Had I wifhed for as many, I 
might eafily have procured a hundred; and I 
ceafed firing, merely becaufe fuch a quantity of 
_ game would have been of no ufe to me. 
» Every time I difcharged my piece at thefe 
antelopes, their rumps, immediately and at the 
fame moment, all became white ; and thofe 
thoufands of red backs flying before me formed, 
as it were, one theet of {now, which feemed dif- 
played only to difappear again in an inftant. » 

- [have already fpoken of that fingular pro- 
perty of the f{pring-bock antelope, which has 
the faculty of changing at will the colour of 
its rump, which is red, and of making it fud- 
denly become white, as if by a kind of en- 
chantment. A phenomenon of this nature 
prefents at firfi to the mind fomething mar-~ 
vellous; it is, however, ftrictly true, and may 
be eafily comprehended after the following 
explanation. 

~ Thelong thick hair iiehtich covers the rump 
of the fpring-bock antelope is, in general, of a 
tawny hue; but, though it appears to be en- 
tirely of that colour, it is only the furface that 
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is. really fo; for underneath it is‘of a pure 
white, and in ‘its natural fituation this part is 
entirely concealed. Now all the hair on the 
rump grows from a ftrong tiflue of mufcular 
fibres, by means of which the animal can, at 
pleafure, extend or contract the fkin ; fo that, 
when extended, the upper hair is laid flat to 
the right and left, and that below only, which 
is perfedtly white, remains expofed to view, 
and even covers the reft. I cannot better de- 
fcribe this operation, than by comparing it to 
the action of opening and wipers a book 
placed on its back. | | 
Another fa&, more difficult to be explained, 
is the prodigious multiplication of thefe ante» 
lopes in a country infefted with carnivorous 
animals, which it every where produces. I 
had in other places met with a few of their nu- 
merous flocks ; but, when | beheld this, I often 
wondered how fo many thoufands of animals, 
which, by their number, muft have dried up 
the ftreams, and confumed the pafturage of a 
whole diftri@, could live in a place fo barren 
and deflitute of water. But though antelopes, 
as well as goats, have not the fame need of 
drink as other animals, they doubtlefs com- 
monly 
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monly inhabit more fertile cantons, and there 
were fuch in the neighbourhood, as will pre. 
fently be feen. In fhort, to give my readers 
an idea how numerous this herd was, I fhall 
only fay that, notwithftanding the rapidity 
of its courfe, it employed three whole hours to 
pals me. . 

_ Inthe relation of my farft travels, I have 
mentioned this antelope under the name of the 
gazelle de parade—an appellation exceedingly 
well fuited to it, as it feems to produce the 
change J have fpoken of, merely for the pur- 
pofe of ornamenting its rump with a {plendid 
colour, On account of this denomination, I 
have been reproached by a Journalift with not 
having ftudied the true principles of the zoolo- 
gical nomenclature; but the critic was doubt- 
lefs ignorant, that the above name is one of 
thofe given to this antelope at. the Cape of 
Good-Hope, where the planters diftinguith it 
by that of pronk-bock (the goat which adorns 
itfelf ): it is known alfo by thofe of the leaping 
goat, and the goat of paflage. All thefe dif- 
ferent denominations are derived from the ha- 
bits of the animal; and, in my opinion, they 
are al! preferable to thofe ftrange and barba- 
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_ rous names, which prefent no analogy between 
them and the thing they exprefs. For furely 
the trueft principles of nomenclature are thofe 
which beft paint the objects seg are intended 
to make known. 

I never faw any where fo beautiful a breed 
_ of goats as among the Koraquas. I purchafed 
feveral of them, which were added to my 
flock. When I pafled through the diftriat of 
the Twenty-four-Rivers, my friend Liewen- 
berg had mentioned thefe animals, which he 
knew only by report, and he begged me, if I 
could, to bring him a male. Having found 
one that was really remarkable, both on ac« 
count of its fize and the length and breadth of 
its horns, I purchafed it for my friend, at the 
expence of a nail of a moderate fize, and a ~ 
few glafs beads. 

With nails of different fizes I in like man- 
ner procured twenty-one oxen for my wag- 
gons. The favages fhewed the utmoft avidity 
to obtain the fmalleft bits of iron, becaufe they 
-lerved to make points for their ae or their 
arrows. 

Notwithftanding their great fondnefs ae 
drefs, they fet more value on that metal than 
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on glafs and copper beads, which furnifh them 
with ornaments. I am convinced, that for the 
iron work of the wheel of one of my carriages 
I fhould have received a herd.of an hundred 
head of oxen. 

It was probable that Swanepoel, in my 
abfence, was employed on the banks of 
Orange-River, according to my orders, in 
procuring me a team or two. . But even if 
he had not fucceeded, which was very un- 
likely, I had, without his affiftance, a fufficient © 
number to draw my carriages, in the oxen 
I had procured from the firft hordes through 
which I had paffed, and thofe I had lately pur- 
chafed. Being perfectly eafy on this head, I 
- Was now in.a condition to return to my camp 
_ and refume my journey ; and my fecurity was 
fo much the better founded, as, my new oxen 
being accuftomed to the her bage of the diftrigt, 
{ had no reafon to apprehend that my pro- 
grefs would be interrupted by them, as it had 
been by the others. | 
_ Anew plan, however, ftill detained me, ud 
fufpended my return. 1 had many times heard 
of a brave and warlike nation, dreaded by all 
the favages in general..of thefe-countries: I 
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mean that of the Houzouanas. Being neighs 
bours to the Bothmen on the ealt, they are 
often confounded with thefe people; but they 
differ from them in their difpofition, language, 
and manners: they are, befides, a wandering 
tribe; and, proceeding in their emigrations 
from the one fea to the other, they fhut up, as 
one may fay, that part of Africa, and form a 
barrier acrofs its whole breadth. | 
A people fo different from all thofe I bad 
feen deferved to be known. My defign was 
to fecure their friendfhip, which was become 
abfolutely neceflary, either if, after returning 
to my camp, I fhould with to refume my 
journey, or if I proceeded back to the Cape 
to begin it again. : 
I was told that I could not penetrate into. 
, their country without traverfing thofe of other 
nations. Many of the men belonging to Ha- 
ripa’s horde propofed, however, to accompany 
me ; and I accepted their offer, becaufe I fhould 
have occafion for guides; but I would take 
only four, and I confequently fent back fuch 
of the Greater Nimiquas as had hitherto at- 
tended me. Haripa came with great ceremony 
to bid me farewel. Having withed him a nu- 
3 merous 
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méfous progeny, a peaceful reign, and that 
the women might be more fubmifflive, I fet 
out at break of day, to avoid the heat, and pro- 
ceeded on my journey, with an intention of 
halting on the banks of a river five leagues. 
diftant from the horde; where, according to 
the account of my guides, I fhould find as 
many rhinocerofes as | might wifh. The na- 
tives call this river Fi/l-River. 

Though we had marched only a few hours; 
I remarked, in the {mall {pace we traverfed, 4 
great change in the productions. On all fides | 
I beheld different plants and different animals ; 
and this novelty aftonifhied me fo much, that 
IT refolved to ftop fome time, in order to fearch 
for and colleét fuch curious objects as might 
be worthy of my attention. There are fome 
vegetables and animals to which nature feems 
to. have éxclufively afligned certain climates, 
and which are to be found no where elfe, 
Thus, for example, I did not begin to find gi- 
raffes till I arrived at the twenty-eighth degree 
of latitude ; and it was only under the twenty- 
fifth that I found a kind of wild afs, of an 
ifabella or pale-yellow colour. . 

This animal is, by the Greater Miadion 
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called the white zebra: but it is certainly a 
wild afs; for, inftead of having a ftriped fkin 
like the zebra, it is of one colour, which has 
a yellow tinge. No animal in all Africa, per- 
haps, is fo fufpicious, and fo fhy as this kind of 
afs. It appears every where in large herds; 
but I could never get near enough to fire at 
any of them. I have, however, in my  pof- 
feffion a {kin, which I purchafed in a horde 
where it was employed to cover the hut of a 
favage.’ “There ane, therefore, three diftinét 
foecies of the afs in the fouthern part of Africa: 
the zebra, the quagga, and the kind above 
mentioned, which is neither fpotted nor 
ftriped. . 
At the Cape, the zebra is known under the 
name of /ffreep-exel (the ftriped afs), and the 
quagea under that of wi/de-paerd (the wild 
horfe’. Inthe colonies the names and the 
animals are fometimes both confounded : 
which, in natural hiftory, may occafion errors, 
as ‘as really happened; for the quagga has 
often been confidered as the female of the 
zebra. _ But the quagga and the zebra are un- 
doubtedly two different {pecies, which, though 
they live in the fame diftrict, have no more 
m ~ inter= 
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ifitercourfe with each other than they have with 
the flocks of antelopes that inhabit thofe re- 
gions. | | 
‘ Vofmaer, who never travelled in Africa, 
and who, confequently, could know the quagga 
only from the accounts of others, pretends that 
it is a mixed breed, produced between the ze- 
bra and a wild horfe. | 

Falfe ideas are, in my opinion, entertained 
in Europe refpecting the numerous fuppofed 
mixed breeds of defert countries. It is believed 
that nothing there is more common; but this 
is.certainly a very great error. Buffon him- 
felf, convinced of their multiplication in Africa, 
and endeavouring to explain the caufe, afcribes 
it to the heat of the climate ; which rendering 
{prings fearce, and giving occafion fometimes 
to animals of different fpecies to affemble 
around water at the fame time, favours fuch 
extraordinary copulations. 

By affertions like thefe, we may diftinguifh 
‘theories formed in the clofet. A  naturalift 
who has travelled will. be very cautious of 
hazarding them; and experience will teach 
him how much the favage differs from the do- 
meftic animal in its appetite for procreation. 
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The domeftic ftate-is a ftate of fervitude, in it 
‘which the individual, and even the fpecies, 
more or lefs degenerates. Its natural inftin@ 
being thus altered, the animal is purpofely - 
heated by a particular kind of food: it is fepa- 
rated from the females and males of its own 
fpecies, and is forced to produce monfters, 
which are only a deviation from nature. I 
call them a deviation, becaufe, as they are bar- 
ren, they thwart that law which fhe has im- 
pofed on all iving beings, of producing others 
of the fame kind. In a favage ftate the indi- 
vidual, perfectly free, invariably follows thefe 
laws, copulates with thofe of its own fpecies, 
and never with thofe of another. 

If in Europe we fee pheafants produce with 
a fpecies different from their own; if in our 
aviaries the canary bird produces with. the 
fifkin*, and the linnet with the goldtinch ; it is 
only becaufe they are forced to do fo by being 
Separated from their own females, and put into 
a cage with others of a different race ; and even 
thea it cannot beaccomplithed till thefe birds 
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have become, as it were, naturalifed among us. 
In vain would the experiment be attempted, ow 
at leaft it would be more difficult to make it 
fucceed, on the real canary bird, brought to 
Europe with the habits and inftinct of its na-. 
tive country. My friend Temminck at Am- 
fterdam has for many years had an immenfe 
aviary, in which he keeps all kinds of rare and 
- foreign birds. ‘The greater part of them mul- 
tiply there as if in a ftate of liberty ; but none 
of them have hitherto produced him a mixed 
breed. | ) 

The ftate of fervitude in which a domettic 
animal lives, the food to which it is confined, 
and the education given it, alter and modify 
its nature. By living with us it appears, fo 
to fpeak, to become corrupted and to affume 
our vices. This at leaft is found to be the 
cafe with the dogs, horfes, &c. which we 
breed. I have been informed that, at the houfe _ 

of an upholfterer in the ftreet Croix-des-Pe- 
tits-Champs at Paris, a fhe-cat and a dog pro- 
duced young ones, which lived. Had thefe 
animals’ been reared in a foreft, fooner than 
copulate together, they would have devoured 
each other. | 
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The quagga is not in reality, and cannot be 
engendered between a wild horfe and the ze- 
bra; for there are no wild horfes indigenous 
in the fouthern part of Africa. ‘The horfes 
feen there at prefent have been carried thither 
from Europe; but thefe never ftray from the 
colonies, and none ever advanced, before mine, 
to the twenty-fifth degree of latitude, where 
there are both quaggas and zebras. 

Befides, if that animal were a baftard breed 
of the zebra, the young ones, while fuckled by 
the mothers, would be feen following them in 
the herds of zebras: but this has never been 
obferved; and the herds of both fpecies have 
as little intercourfe as the different herds of 
antelopes. I have often feen, in the plains, 
herds of zebras and herds of quaggas at 
the fame time; but I always faw them fer 
parate. | | 

To all thefe proofs I fhall add that, before 
European horfes were introduced at the Cape, 
the quagga exifted there, and was known to 
the natives. This animal is much fmaller than 
the zebra; and its cry has a perfect refem- 
plance to the barking of a dog. With regard 
to that of the zebra, it is exactly like the found 

of 
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of a ftone fliding on the ice, after being thrown 
with great force,, 

Difappointed in my hopes of getting near 
enough to fhoot fome of thefe ifabella-coloured 
wild afles, notwithftanding the fatigue and 
trouble to which I fubjeGted myfelf, I made 
amends for the lofs by attacking the birds, 
without number, prefented by this country, 
which now refounded for the firft time with 
the report of a fufee. Plants, birds and qua- 
drupeds, and, in fhort, almoft every object, 
even to the difpofition and form of the moun- 
tains, were new to me. The ground was — 
every where covered with the moft beautiful 
flowers; and I faw fluttering around me, on 
all fides, over this rural and brilliant parterre, 
a multitude of fmall birds of the fpecies of the 
fugar-eater, which, embellifhed with the live- 
lieft colours, came to fip their nectar, and 
feemed to be fo many animated flowers them- 
felves. ‘The odoriferous juices on which they 
fed, being transformed into their fubftance, 
gave them an ambrofial perfume ; which made 
me regret that I fhould have to place them one 
day in my collection, with birds which, hav- 
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ing fed only on carrion, caterpillars, and difs 
gufting infects, retain alfo their fmell. | 
_ I found here the different {pecies which the 
younger Geoffroy has fince brought from Se- 
negal; and particularly barbicans, a variety of 
thofe defcribed by Buffon, under the name 
of the Barbary barbican, I found alfo, in 
great abundance, /a petite veuve dominicaine, 
defcribed by Briffon, and remarkable for its 
modeft plumage and the length of its tail. . In 
fhort, that I may fupprefs uninterefting de- 
tails, and give an idea of the treafures which 
this diftri@ prefents to the ornithologift, I 
fhall only obferve that, of the genus alone of 
the fugar-eaters, or birds which feed on the 
juices of flowers, and which in many nomen- 
clatures are claffed, for what reafon I know 
not, among the wood-peckers, I found feven 
diftinct fpecies. 

With regard to large and fmall game, aay 
were equally abundant; and I will venture ta 
affirm, that this diftria would fupply a fufs 
ficiency of provifions for an army of two thou- 
fand men. . 

In the midft of this immenfe menagerie, the 

variety. 
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variety of which kept me in a continual ftate 
ef enchantment, I was furprifed not to find 
that prodigious number of rhinocerofes which 
had been mentioned to me by the people of 
-Haripa’s horde. One day, however, Klaas, 
who was always concerned in every matter of 
importance, and the firft to communicate 
agreeable intelligence, came in great hafte to 
my tent to inform me that he had obferved, at 
fome diftance from my camp, two of thefe 
animals, ftanding quietly, clofe to each other, 
in the middle of the plain; and that I had it 
in my power to enjoy the pleafure of the fineft 
hunt I had ever yet experienced. 

The hunt, indeed, promifed to be amufing ; 
but, independently of danger, I forefaw that it 
was likely to be attended with difficulties. To 
attack two fuch formidable enemies, it was ne- 
ceiiary to ufe great precaution, and that we 
fhould approach them in fuch a manner as 
that they might neither fee nor {mell us, which 
is always very difficult. I at firft propofed to 
form a ring, which fhould furround them on 
all fides ; and to advance upon them, gradually 
contracting the circle, fo as to unite the mo- 
ment we were about to commence our attack ; 
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but the favages affured me that, with thefe 
animals, this plan was impracticable. I gave 
mytfelf up, therefore, entirely to their direGtion ; 
and we fet out, armed alike, with a good fufee, 
and with the neceflary courage. All my 
hunters wifhed to be of the party, and each 
_ propofed to difplay the greatelt prowefs. I 
caufed two of my ftrongeft dogs to be led in a 
leafh, in order that they might be let loofe on 
the rhinocerofes, in cafe it fhould be found ne- 
ceflary. We were obliged to make a long: 
circuit to gain the lee-fide of them, left they 
fhould fmell us; and we reached the river, the 
courfe of which we followed under cover of 
the large trees that grew on its banks, when 
Klaas foon made us obferve the two animals, 
at about the diftance of a quarter of a leagne in 
the plain, 

As one of them was much larger than the 
other, I fuppofed them-to be a male and a fe- 
male. Motionlefs by the fide of each other, 
they were fill in the fame pofture in which 
Klaas had firft feen them; but they ftood with 
their nofes to the wind, and confequently 
prefented to us their rumps. It is the cuftom 


of thele animals, when thus at reft, to place 
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themfelves in the direétfon of the wind, in 
order that they may difcover by their {mell 
what enemiesthey havetodread. From time 
to time, however, they move their heads round 
to take a look behind them, and to be affured 
that they are fafe on all fides; but it is only 
a look, and they foon return to their former 
polition. | 

We were skate deliberating on the difpo- 
fitions to be made for commencing the attack, 
_ and I was giving fome orders to my company, 
when Jonker, one of my Hottentots, requefted 
that I would permit him to attack the two ani- 
mals alone, as a dekruyper. 

‘My readers will here recollect, that, when I 
foolithly attempted to crofs the Elephants- 
River, near its mouth, on the trunk of a tree, 
Jonker was one of the fwimmers who faved 
my life ; and that in return, at the defire of his 
companions, I raifed him to the rank of hun- 
ter. At that time he was entirely a novice in 
this exercife; but I have already remarked, 
that he afterwards became a moft excellent 
fhot, and furpafied all the reft of my hunters, 
particularly: in the art of creeping. 

I have before obferved, that hunting in 
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Africa has no refemblance to that-in Europe; 
that to get within reach of certain wild animals, . 
we muft approach them without being per- 
cetved; and that it is impofhble to get near 
them but by creeping on the belly. ‘Thofe 
who have acquired this art are called bekruypers; 
and it was in this quality that Jonker afked 
leave to attack alone the two’ rhinocerofes, 
affuring me that he would acquit himfelf to my 
fatisfaction, 

As his defign would not prevent the execu- 
tion of our plan; and as, in cafe his particular 
attack fhould not fucceed, it would not im- 
pede our general one, I granted his requeft. 
He then {tripped himfelf naked, and, taking 
his fufee, proceeded towards the animals, creep- 
ing on his belly like a ferpent. 

In the mean time, I pointed out to my 
hunters the different pofts they were to occupy. 
They repaired to them by circuitous ways, 
each accompanied by two men. As for me, 
I remained on the fpot where I was, with two 
Hottentots, one of whom held my horfe, and 
the other my dogs; but, to avoid being feen, 
we potted ourfelves behind a bufh. 
~ In my hand [ held a glafs, which had often 

| enabled 
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etiabled me to fee the operation of ftage machi- 
_nery, and the effect of our theatrical decorations. 
How changed the fcene! At this moment it 
brought before me two hideous montters, 
which at times turned towards me their fright- 
\ fulheads. Their movements, which indicated 
fear and obfervation, foon became more fre- 
quent; and I was apprehenfive they had heard 
the agitation of my dogs, who, having difco- 
vered them, made efforts to efcape from the ~ 
keeper, and rufh upon them. | 
_ Jonker ftill kept flowly advancing, but with 
his eyes fixed on the two animals. If he faw 
‘them turn their heads, he ftopped and re- 
mained motionlefs. One would have taken him 


' for a large ftone; and indeed, in this refpe@, - 


I myfelf was deceived. 

He continued creeping, with various inter-, 
ruptions, for more than an hour. At length I 
faw him proceed towards a large bufh of eu- 
phorbia, which was only.two hundred paces 
from the animals. Being certain, whem. 
he reached it, that he could conceal himfelf 
there without being feen, he rofe up; and, 
cafting his eyes every where around, to fee 

3 : whether 
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whether his comrades had arrived at their 
pofts, he made preparations for firing. 

During the time he was creeping along, I 
had followed him with my eye ; and, in pro- 
portion as he advanced, I felt my heart beat 
with involuntary palpitation. This palpitas 
tion, however, increafed, when I faw him fo 
near the animals, and juft upon the point of 
firing at one of them, What would I not 
have given at that moment to have been in the 
place of Jonker, or at leafl by his fide, that I 
might have brought down alfo one of thefe 
favace monfters? 1 waited with the utmoft 
impatience for the report of the gun, arid I 
could not conceive what prevented him from 
firing ; but the Hottentot who ftood near me, 
and who was able by the bare fight to diftin- 
vuith him as perfectly as [ could with my glafs, 
informed me of his deiign. He told me, that 
Jonker did not fire, becaufe he was waiting till 
one of the rhinocerofes fhould turn round, that 
he might, if poffible, take aim at its head ; and 
that, on the firft’ motion they made, I fhould 
hear the report. | 

Prefently the largeft of the two, having 

looked 
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‘looked behind, was: immediately fired at. 
Being wounded, he fent forth a horrid cry ; 
‘and, followed by the female, ran furioufly to-~ 
wards the place from which the noife had 
proceeded. I found my heart now agitated 
by the moft violent emotion ; and my fear was 
carried to its utmoft extent. A cold {weat 
-diffufed itfelf over my whole body; and 
my heart beat with fuch force as to pres 
vent me from breathing. I expected to fee 
the two montters tear up the bufh, tread the 
unfortunate Jonker under their feet, and renda 
him to pieces; but he had thrown himfelf 
down with his belly on the ground, and this 
ftratagem fucceeded. They pafled clofe by 
his fide without perceiving him, and came 
ftraight towards me. 

My fear now gave place to joy, and I pre- 
pared to receive them; but my dogs, animated 
by the report they had heard, became fo reft- 
lefs on their approach, that, being unable to 
check them, I ordered them to be let loofe, and 
encouraged them to the attack. 

When the animals faw this, they inftantly 
turned afide, and proceeded towards another 
of the hunters placed in ambufh, ‘from whom 


i | they 
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they received a fecond fire, and then to ands 
ther, from whom they received a third. My 
dogs, on the other hand, haraffed them prodis 
gioully, which {till increafed their rage. They - 
kicked at them in the moft terrible manner; 
ploughed up the plain with their horns ; and, 
_ digging furrows in it feven or eight inches 
in depth, threw around them a thowver: a 
pebbles and ftones. | 
During this time we all kept satiation, | 
in order to furround them more elofely, and to 
unite againft them our forces.. The multitude 
of enemies by which they found themfelves 
enclofed rendered them completely furious. 
The male, however, fuddenly ftopped ; and, 
turning round to attack the dogs, endeavoured 


_  torip up their bellies with his hora; and while 


he was engaged in purfuing them, the female 
quitted him and made her efcape. 

I was highly pleafed at her flight, which I 
confidered as a fortunate circumftance ; for it 
is certain that, notwithftanding our number 
and our arms, we fhould have been much em- 
barrafied by two fo formidable adverfaries. I 

‘guilt even confefs, that; without the afliftance 
of my dogs, we fhould not have been able to | 
4. ' combat 
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eombat, but with great hazard and danger, the 
one that remained. The bloody traces, which he 
left wherever he went, announced that he had 
received more than one wound ; but, reduced 
to defpair, he only defended himfelf with the 
ereater obftinacy. 

After a fruitlefs attack, which Poe for 
fome time, he began to retreat; and feemed as 
if defirous of gaining fome bufhes, apparently 
with a view of finding fhelter, and to prevent 
his being haraffed but in front. I guefled his 
ftratagem ; and, in order to difappoint him, I 
rufhed towatds the bufhes, and made a fign to 

the two hunters who were neareft me to ad+ 
vance thither alfo. He was only thirty paces 
from us, when we took poffeffion of the poft ; 
accordingly we all at the fame time prefented 
our pieces, and, difcharging our three fhots, he 
inftantly fell, and was never after able to rife. 

I beheld his fall with the utmott fatisfaction : 
as a hunter and a naturalift, it afforded me a 
dcuble triumph. 

Though mortally wounded, the tea! {till 
continued to defend himfelf when lying on 
the ground, as he had done when on his legs. 
With his feet he threw around him heaps of 
oF VOL, Ill. E, {tones ; 
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ftones ; and neither we nor our dogs durft yeti« 
ture to approach him. I wifhed to put an end 
to his torment, by firing one more ball, and 
was making preparations for the purpofe, 
when my people entreated me to defift. As 
F could not afcribe their requeft to fentiments 
of pity, I was at a lofs to conceive what could 
be their motive. | 3 
I have already faid, that all the favage tribes, 
and even the people at the Cape and in the 
colonies, fet a high value on the dried blood 
of the rhinoceros, to which they afcribe great 
virtues in the cure of certain diforders, and 
which they confider, in particular, as a fove- 
reign remedy for obftructions. ‘The reader 
will recolled, that when Swanepoel, intoxicated 
by Pinar, fell under the wheels of my carriage, 
and had one of his ribs broken, he afked me 
for the blood of the rhinoceros ; but, as none 
of it could be had, he drank fome brandy in 
its ftead. Nature alone effefted a cure; but 
he afcribed it to the liquor, and acknowledged 
that this remedy, equally proper, he faid, for 
the fick and the found, was preferable to the 
other. His companions, however, had retained 
their prepofleffion ; and they were determined 
6 to 
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to have a ftore of rhinoceros-blood. The 
animal had loft a great deal by his wounds. It 
was with much regret that they faw the earth 
‘moiftened with it around him; and they were 
apprehenfive that a new wound would increafe 
that lofs. | 

Scarcely had the animal breathed his laft, 
when, both old and new Hottentots, all ap- 
proached with eagernefs, in order to colle 
the blood. With that view they cut open its 
belly, and took out the bladder, which they 
emptied. One of them then applied the mouth 
of it to one of the wounds, while the reft 
fhook a leg of the animal to make the blood 
flow more readily. In a little time, to theit 
great joy, the bladder was filled; and I am 
perfuaded that with what was loft they might 
have filled twenty. — 

I had approached the body allo, but with a 
different defign ; for my intention was only to 
meafure and examine it. The favages of the 
horde, accuftomed to fee fuch animals very 
often, aflured me that it was one of the largeft 
of its fpecies. I, however, did not believe 
them ; and what induced me to doubt their 
information was, that its principal horn was 

ee a only 
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only [in French meafure] nineteen incheg 
three lines in length ; andI had feen horns 
much longer in the poffeflion of fome of the 
Dutch planters. The height of the animal 
was feven feet five inches, and its length, from 
the fnout to the root of the tail, eleven feet 
fix inches. 

Refpeting the African i Dr. ae 
mann has publifhed a learned differtation, as 
valuable for the refearches he made, as for the 
truth and correétnefs of the facts he relates. 
To attempt to fpeak of the animal after him 
would be expofing myfelf to repetition, or to 
the fhame of being accounted a plagiarift, I 
regret, however, that a work in which the 
rhinoceros is fo well defcribed fhould be, ac- 
companied with fo faulty a figure. 

I allude only to the engravings publithed in 
the French and Dutch tranflations. Having 
never feen the Swedith original, I donot know : 
whether it be equally defe@tive ; and under 
that uncertainty I fhall one day publifh a draw- 
ing ofthe animal, fuch as I took it from nature. 
In the tranflation of Bruce’s Travels into 
Abyflinia, there is another figure of the two- 


horned rhinoceros; but it. is faulty alfo; as 
| the 
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the French engraver has improperly given it 
the folds of the one-horned rhinoceros, which 
it certainly has not, at leaft in the fouthern 
part of Africa: and that thefe animals are fo 
_ formed in Abyflinia, I very much doubt. 

In {peaking of Quammedaka, a canton fitu- 
ated to the eait, Mr. Sparmann fays, “that it is 
“€ the principal abode of the two-horned rhino- 
*¢ ceros.””. The author is here miftaken; but 
his error is the more pardonable, as he had 
not an opportunity of vifiting countries which 
~ would have afforded him better information. 
~~ The tiger, the lion, and other quadrupeds, 
which live upon prey, frequent diftrits where 
flocks are fed, and which produce an abun- 
dance of wild animals. Witk. the rhinoceros 
the cafe is different. As his food, like that of 
the clephant, confifts in vegetables, which are 
every where to be found, and as he is ftill 
more favage, he removes, like the elephant, 
from all inhabited places, | | 

It may be readily perceived, therefore, that 
with fuch habits, inftead of preferring for his 
refidence a peopled diftriat, interfperfed with 
farms, like that of Quammedaka, he ought on 
the contrary to avoid it. If from time to time 
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fome few are feen there, they are, as one may 
fay, loft travellers, which, being foon difcovered 
and purfued by the inhabitants, are either kill- 
ed or obliged to deek their native country as 
faft as poflible. 

If there were abundance of rhinocerofes in 
Quammedaka in the time of Dr. Sparmann, 
there were none there in my time, any more 
than in the colony itfelf, which they deferted 
in proportion as-it began to be better peopled, 

_  Bontius,’ adds Mr, Sparmann, ‘* remark- 
“ ed long ago, that the rhinoceros is generally 
“¢ killed with powder and ball. Buffon, pro- 
“ bably, did not pay attention to this paflage, 
when he afferts, on the authority of Ger- 
 vaife, that the fkin of the rhinoceros cannot 
be pierced by any ball.” 

If we can give credit to certain travellers, 
the one-horned rhinoceros, the fcaly {kin of 
which is folded back on the neck, in the form 
of a mantelet, is fo hard that it withftands a 
mufket fhot; and it is probably this {pecies ta 
which Buffon alludes, 

Yor my part, I am acquainted with thofe only | 
of Southern Africa, and never faw any but 
the two-horned rhinoceros, which has a {mooth 
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fkin like the elephant. No other kind is 
known at the Cape and in the colonies; and 
with regard to this fpecies, its {kin is not proof 
again{ft ball ; as is proved by the hunt of which 
_ I have here given the hiftory ; and | am per- 
fuaded, that the cafe is the fame with the one- 
horned rhinoceros, 

The fmall horn of the one we killed was a 
third fhorter than the other. I have already 
remarked, that the large one was nineteen inches 
in length; but what furprifed me was to find 
that this fo formidable weapon, with which he 
ploughed up the earth to a great depth, and 
threw around him very large ftones, was not 
implanted in the bone of the head; that it ad- 
hered only to the fkin, and that when the fkin 
was fhaken, it moved alfo. 

The eye of the rhinoceros, much too {mail 
in proportion to fo enormous a body, is funk 
very deep into the head ; becaufe the external 
fkin, raifed round the orbit in feveral circular 
folds, forms a tube fome inches in length, at 
the bottom of which it is placed. | 

This tube, by diminifhing the field of fight 
_and concentrating the vifual rays, may perhaps 
ferve to ftrengthen the organ ; but it prevents 
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the animal from feeing any other objets than 
thofe which are in the direCtion of its eye. 
The favages, therefore, when not in that di- 
rection, think themfelves in fafety, even when 
very near the animal, becaufe he cannot then 
obferve them. 

A fingular peculiarity of the two- hewied 
rhinoceros is, that he ploughs up the ground 
with his horn as he runs along, and at the fame | 
time throws his urine to a great diftance be- 
hind him, making a kind of kicking with his 
feet. Another remarkable cuftom of this ani- 
mal is that of beating to pieces with his feet 
his excrements, which he never leaves whole 
like the elephant. 

Though the fleth of the rhinoceros does not 
approach that of the hippopotamus, it is far 
fuperior to that of the elephant. 

My favages promifed themfelves a delicious 
-feaft;.and the idea alone of this treat was 

“more than an equivalent for all the dangers to 
which they had been expofed. What enjoy- 
ment to them was an animal which weighed 
at leaft two or three thoufand pounds! As 
night was approaching, and as they withed to 
have their feaft that ve they all imme- 
diately 
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diately began to cut from it fuch pieces as they 
liked, In lefs than an hour, each had his 
Joad ; nor did the carcafe appear to be in the 
leaft diminifhed ; but they propofed to return 
to it the next and following days with all their 
companions, in order to cut it up completely. 

I had refolved to return along with them, 
in hopes that this immenfe body might attra& 
fome birds of prey, which I fhould be able to 
procure without much difficulty ; but, when I 
was preparing to depart, my attention was at- 
tracted by melodious firains, fuch as I had 
never heard, which proceeded from all parts of 
the banks of the river. I advanced, therefore, 
under the trees, and actually difcovered a num-- 
ber of birds, with which I had till that mo- 
ment been unacquainted. By thus paffing 
fuddenly from the hunting of quadrupeds to 
the purfuit of birds, I gave fome reft to my 
imagination fatigued with carnage; and I faw 
diminithed, in the proportion of the objeéts, 
that natural horror and difeuft which it often 
excited. Frequently ] turned my eyes upon 
thre verdure and the flowers : and if' any por- 
tion of difguft, infeparable bail a wandering 
and folitary exiftence, happened to furprife 
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me in the midft of my fatigues, the meaneft 
plant, by catching my fight and ftopping my 
career, recalled me to that fatisfactory fen- 
timent of exiftence, which fo deferted a con- 
dition would otherwife have deftroyed. I 
ftrayed along the banks of the river, and pene- 
trated into the woods, where I killed feveral 
~ new fpecies of birds, which I had. never before 
found. Embarraffed often in my choice, when 
I obferved many on the fame tree, I was ata 
jofs which I fhould fire at; but, as may be 
readily conceived, I gave a preference always 
“to the moft remarkable or the moft beautiful. 

But let us turn our attention to an obje& 
not lefs touching, to colours perhaps more 
brilliant and delightful. 

While occupied with birds, their melodious 
warblings, their fplendid and variegated plum- 
age, | advanced through a grove of mimofas, 
when my organs of fmell were fuddenly ftruck © 
with the moft exquilite perfume. I fought, 
therefore, for the plant or fhrub which afforded 
me fo delicious a pleafure. The furrounding 
air ferved me as a guide; and the nearer I ap- 
proached to the flower, the more was I in- 
toxicated with the fmell. I had reached the 

| banke 
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banks of the river, when my admiration was 
excited by the ficht of a magnificent plant, 
the moft beautiful I had ever contemplated ; 
but I was obliged to raife my head in order to 
- admire it. It was a lily feven feet in height, 
which, waving majeftically on its flexible 
ftem, breathed forth its delicious odour. 

On the upper part of its ftraight tapering 
ftem were difplayed, in elegant order, thirty- 
nine corollas or flowers, fix of which were 
half blown, eighteen in full bloom, and fifteen 
ready to open. ‘Thofe which had attained to 
their complete fize formed a calyx, a third 
larger than that of the white lilies of Europe. 
‘Their petals, of a beautiful flaxen grey on the 
outfide, and white as {now within, were edged 
with a crimfon border, and were fet off by a 
piftil and ftamina, which in colour equalied 
the brighteft carmine. ‘The ftem, feven feet 
in height, was, where thickeft, fix inches in 
circumference. Reddened on the lide towards 
the fun, which had given it a vinous tint, it 
was green every where elfe, and bore leaves 
three feet in length, and ia breadth three feet 
anda half. Ina word, this plant, produced i ina 
folitude, and pure as the fun which Had em- 
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bellifhed it, had been refpected by all the ani- 
mals of the diftrict, and feemed defended even 
by its beauty. , 

This wonderful obje&t, which I had dif- 
covered, ftruck me fo powerfully, as to occupy 
my whole attention, All my plans of hunt- 
ing were now forgotten; I gave peace to the 
birds of which I was in purfuit; and thought: 
of nothing but the means of procuring my 
beautiful lily. 

This, however, was a matter of fome diffi- 
culty. I had neither inftruments proper for 
digging up the earth without damaging it, 
nor a bafket, or other veffel of the like kind, to 
hold it. To go to my waggons.in queft or 
what I wanted, would have been to abandon 
it; and I fhould have perhaps expofed it to 
a danger it never before experienced. Under 
this embarraffment, and unwilling to lofe fight 
of it, I refolved to fire feveral fhots, i in order 
to call to my affiftance fome of my people. _ 
~ On this fignal of alarm, feveral of them 
haftened towards me. They imagined me ex- 
‘pofed to fome danger, and were furprifed to 
fee me in ecflacy before a flower. I fent to 


es ia for fome iron tools, and a bafket 
| ) like 
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like thofe pretty ones given to me by Narina, 
When they arrived, we dug up with great cau- 
tion the bulb ofthe lily, which wasthirteeninches 
in height, and twenty-feven in circumference. 
In fhape and colour it refembled that of the 
tulip; but, inftead of being compofed of fepa~ 
rate coats, like the bulb of the lily, it was full, 
pulpy, and very heavy. I at leaft conjectured 
fo by analogy from what I faw of the exterior | 
part, which, notwithftanding all our. care, 
had been cut by the iron implements ufed to 
dig up the earth around it. : 

The Hower, when arranged, and in a man- 
ner planted in its bafket, was placed: at the 
entrance of my tent by way of ornament. 
‘The corollas all opened and expanded in fuc- 
cefion; and, for a long time, 1 enjoyed the 
pleafure of beholding it, and of fmelling its 
delicious odour, till its perfume being ex- 
haufted, and having no longer ftrength to at- 
tract the moifture which nourifhed it, I fave 
it droop, wither, and die. 

I had the good fortune to preferve the bulb 
a this lily during my whole j journey ; and I 
carried it to the Cape, with a: defign of fending 
it to the botanical garden ; but the reader may 

have 
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have feen, in the account of my firft journey, 
the fate of thofe feeds which I had colleGed, 
and this bulb was unluckily among them. 

It was the 4th of January when we en- 
camped cn the banks of Fith-river. During 
my refidence in this country, I had often 
changed my encampment, in order that, by 
my different ftations, I might find new objects ;- 
and it had indeed furnifhed me, in birds alone, 
with more than eighty diftin& IpeCies, ten of 
which were new. 

I was forry, therefore, to quit a diftria fo 
agreeable, and which, indepeiidently of what 
it added to my colleGtions, enfured me abund- 
ance of provifions for my people. On the 
24th, however, I announced my ititention to 
depart; but my Hottentots having come in a 
body to requeft leave to complete their’ prepa- 
tations of the fleth of the rhinoceros, I agreed 
to remain three days longer. During this de- 
lay they exerted themfelves with much ardour. 
Men and women, all laboured on the animal 
without remiffion; and, when I fet out, they 
regretted much that they were obliged to leave 
behind a great deal more than they carried with 


them. 
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To reach a horde of Kabobiquas, whom I 
propofed to vifit, we had only to march eight 
leagues; but.as the road lay acrofs mountains 
fo parched, and pafles and defiles fo difficult, 
that one day would not be fufficient, my Ko- 
raqua guides advifed me to fet out in the 
night, if I wifhed not to be expofed to the ne- 
ceflity of fleeping by the way, and to the ha- 
- gard of being deflitute of water. We began 
our march, therefore, at two in the morning, 
proceeding north-eaft; and towards noon we 
halted to dine under the fhelter of fome rocks, 

which proteéted us from the fcorching heat of 
the fun. % Sey 

As we had ftill three leagues to march, I was, 
defirous, according to my cuftom, that Klaas 
and fome more of my Hottentots fhould go on 
before, accompanied by the two guides, and 
repair to the horde to inform them of my 
approach. My Koraquas, however, affured 
me that this precaution was perfedtly ufelefs; 
which made me fufpedt that fome of their tribe 
had taken the flart of me, and gone thither 
without my knowledge. .. 3 

The Kabobiquas, indeéd, were waiting for 
me with childifh impatience. Every thing 

7 that. 
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that had. been told. them refpe@ing me bore 
‘the character of the moft enthufiaftic exagge+ 
ration ; and their imaginations had {till height- 
ened the extravagance of thefe accounts, 
The white man, his fufees, his equipage, ob- 
jects none of which they had ever before feen; 
awakened their curiofity; and the delay of 
my arrival was a kind of torment to them. — 
As foon as they perceived my conpany; 
the whole horde quitted the kraal, and ran 
with eagernefs to meet me. I experienced 
here, along with an additional degree of 
trouble and importunity, all that tumultuous 
aGivity, which I had before, more than orice, 
experienced in the new hordes of favages 
which I vifited. I was furrounded by men 
and women indifcriminately, who thronged 
about me to examine my perfon.- Not being 
able to believe their eyes in regard to “what 
they faw, they endeavoured to obtain more 
fatisfation by touching me. They felt my 
hair, hands, and almoft every part of my body. 
My beard, above all, aftonifhed them'to an in+ 
conceivable degree. More than thirty perfons 
came in fucceffion, and half unbuttoned my 
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_ They all imagined me to be a hairy ani- 
mal; and fuppofed, without doubt, that my 
body was covered with hair as long as that on 
my chin; but, finding this not to be the, cafe, 
they were aftonifhed, and confefled, with the 
opennefs of favages, that they had never feen 
the like in any man of their country. The 
little children, terrified at my appearance, hid» 
therafelves behind their mothers. When | at- 
tempted to lay hold of any of them, in order 
to carefs them, they fent forth loud cries, as a 
child would do in Europe who fhould fee a 
negro for the fir{t time. 

Such was my fituation among this oliade, 
who prefled upon me in crowds. Though the 
only perfon of my colour among then, I re- 
figned myfelf to them without fear. The 
aftonifhment which many of them fhowed at 
the fight of a white man, and the tumult it 
occafioned, did not furprife me. | 

Through this haraffing curiofity I more and 
more perceived that invariable principle of na- 
ture, which gives to the favage a fimple, mild, 
and unfufpicious character : and indeed, before 
Thad been twenty-four hours inthe horde, I was 
become the friend of every one, and the moft 
Vou. III. F perfect 
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perfe& confidence was eftablifhed between us. 
The children even, who, when they firft faw 
me, had been fo much terrified, grew quite fa- 
miliar. I had gained their affeCtion by giving 
them {mall bits of fugar-candy ; and the little 
epicures, attracted by this dainty, were con- 
tinually carefling me, in order to make me 
open the box in which it was contained. 

I muft again repeat, for the fake of thofe 
travellers who, like me, may undertake to tra- 
verfe unknown countries, that if they do not 
defcend to the level of the fimple people they 
may vilit; if they do not purfue the meafures 
neceflary to pleale them; if they do not en- 
‘deavour to become acquainted with their ge- 
nius, to attach them by intereft, and to fecure 
their friendthip, they will undoubtedly meet 
with nothing but misfortune and difafter. 

I flatter myfelf that I left among all thofe 
whom I vifited a favourable impreffion of 
the whites. By this I have rendered a fer- 
vice to the curious, who may be difpofed to 
purfue my courfe; and I fhall think myfelf 
amply rewarded if it prove ufeful to them, 
and particularly if they do not abufe it. 

The chief of the horde fhewed me every 
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mark of attachment. He was a man advanced 
in life, and of a majeftic figure. He wore a 
Jong mantle, which hung from his fhoulders to 
the ground, and which, formed of four Jackal | 
fkins joined together, was bordered at the fides 
with that of a hyzna. 

The hyzna of this country is the fame as 
that of which a figure and defcription are given 
in Buffon ; and | {peak of it here, becaufe tra- 
vellers, when they mention that of the Cape, 
. confound them together, though they are very 
different, and becaufe I have feldom had an 
opportunity of trans it in the courfe of my 
travels. 

_ The names of three different fpecies of the | 
hyena are known at the Cape, though they 
are all comprehended under the common ap- 
pellation of wolf. 

Thefirft kind, which is feen ofteneft,and moft 
dreaded by the planters on account of their 
flocks, is that of which I have given a figure 
under the name of the {potted wolf; a de- 
nomination it generally bears in all the co-. 
lonies. 

The fecond is called frand-wolf (fhore- 
wolf), from its never quitting the fea coaft or 
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the borders of rivers. I had no opportus 
nity of feeing it; but the places which it 
frequents make me conjecture that it is ich- 
thyophagous, and feeds upon fith. I was 
affured that it has no fpots, ‘and that it is ene 
tirely of a tawny colour. 

With regard to the third, named Sefireepte- 
qvolf {the ftriped wolf), it is probably the Ahy- 
gna deferibed by Buffon. I muft however re- 
mark, that, not having feentit in the neigh- 
bourhood. of the Cane, I doubt much whether 
At be the fame as the hyzna to which the 
planters give that name: perhaps they know 
it only by tradition. For myfelf, ‘I? can 
fay that I never faw but two kinds in all that 
part of Africa which I traverfed, viz. the fpotted 
wolf, and the hyzna of the‘naturalif’s. “Phe 
latter I, found no where except beyond the 
country of the Greater Nimiquas, towards the 
tropic. When I returned to the Cape and gave 
it out as the ftriped wolf, every body believed. 
me, and noone doubted the truth of what I ad- 
vanced. It may neverthelefs be different in fome 
particular characteriftic, and form a fourth {pe- 
cies diftinét from the reft. At fome future time, 
perhaps, they will be all better known. 
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Whilft I was converfing with the chief by . 
means of my interpreters, [ obferved that his 
left-hand wanted two joints of the little finger. 
I thought proper'to afk -him the reaion, and 
was informed, that, having in his infancy hada 
fevere illnefs, amputation had been employed 
to cure him. 

Though he anfwered my queftion, I per- 
ceived that it had not been agreeable to him. 
During the reft of our converfation, he feem- 
ed to be. uneafy, that from time to time [ 
caft my eyes towards his hand; and, till the 

‘moment of my departure, he always endea- 
voured to conceal it when we were together, 

This cuftom of a favage people, who, to 
relieve a man in pain, add new {fufferings to 
his evils, affords a vat field for refleGion; and 
I acknowledge that this inftance contradids 
my experience, for I never faw inany other 
part of Africa a man either mutilated or de- 
formed. 

Mr. Paterfon tells us, that he obferved in- 
{tances of the fame practice among a hordeat the 
mouth of Orange-river; which is not improba- 
ble. However abfurd a cuftom may be, favage 
tribes, when they are neighbours, may bor- 
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row it from each other; but that it fhould 
be common among the iflanders of the South 
Seas, who, fince their country was firft inha- 
bited, had never feen ftrangers before Cook and 
Bougainville, is truly aftonifhing. 

I was very defirous of interrogating mi- 
nutely the people of the horde on this fub- 
je&. I withed alfo to propofe fome queftions 
to them refpeéting other cuftoms which ap- 
peared to me fingular; but difficulties in- 
creafed the more I advanced into the country. 
The Kabobiquas fpoke a particular language ; 
and this dialect, though accompanied with 
the clapping noife of the Hottentots, was un- 
derftood only by the Koraquas, who, on ac- 
count of their vicinity, kept up fome inter- 
courfe with them. | 

The cafe was the fame with the language 
of the Koraquas, in regard to their neigh- 
bours the Nimiquas. When the chief of the 
horde, therefore, wifhed to {peak to me, he 
addrefled what he had to fay to my Koraquas, 
who tranflated it for the Nimiquas into their 
language ; and the latter, tranflating itintheir 
turn, tran{mitted it to the Hottentots of Klaas 
Bafter’s horde, who explained it to me in 

2, theirs. 
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theirs. ‘The fame method was employed 
with my anfwers. Nothing reached my ear 
till it had pafled through four different mouths. 
The refult, however, made me eafily per- 
ceive, that the idea was conveyed to me with 
as much alteration as are the thoughts of the 
ancient poets to thofe unacquainted with the 
learned ‘languages, notwithftanding the fub- | 
lime genius of our tranflators. 

The Hottentots whom I had procured at 
the Cape and in the colonies underftood none 
of thefe dialects; and they were, confe- 
quently, of no fervice in our conferences: a 
circumftance which feemed to vex them. 
But what chagrined me more, and render- 
ed my converfation truly fatiguing, . was, 
that my Nimiquas underftood the Koraqua - 
language very imperfefly ; fo imperfect- 
ly indeed, that they often. difputed re- 
fpecting the meaning of what was faid to 
them. ae 

It therefore fometimes happened, that, 
when I afked any thing, the anfwer had no 
relation to the queftion. No remedy could 
be found for this inconvenience; and it was 
likely to increafe, the farther I advanced into 
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the country. If from the diftri@ of the 
_ Ieffer Nimigquas to the Kabobiqua horde I had 
found four difting languages, which required 
four different interpreters, what would be my 
fituation in this refpect when advanced feve- 
ral hundred leagues farther from the colonies ! 
What diiliculties muft arife, if each tribe I 
fell in with had its own dialect! All thefe 
embarraffinents, however, did not difcourage 
me fo much as my /people: for I could al- 
ways have recourfe to the mother of all lan- 
guages, the language of figns. 

Of all the hordes I had hitherto feen, none 
feemed to difplay fo much refinement in their 
ornaments and drefs as that of the Kobabi- 
quas. I did not find among them thofe 
beads and other toys common at the Cape; 
for the traffic carried on in thefe articles had 
not been extended to them. They wore fuch 
trinkets of copper and oblong pieces of glafs 
as I have before mentioned, which had been 
brought to them by worthlefs and .thiev- 
ifh blacks, with whofe language they were 
unacquainted, and with whom they often had 
to combat; becaufe, when they were returning 
after having fold their merchandize, they en- 
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deavoured to feize it again, and fometimes 
even cattle along with it. : 

The articles of trade in that way which I 
had were unknown ; and, with this merit of 
novelty, they, could not fail to pleafe. Scarcely 
had I fhewn fome of them, when they in- 
ftantly excited difputes; and every one 
wifhed to get a fhare of them. In this refpect, 
the women were the moft importunate. My 
- readers may judge of the general impatience, 
when | inform them, that, in one day, I pro- 
cured twenty oxen for almoft nothing. But 
the moft advantageous bargain I concluded 
was for a bakkely os (war ox) which beloaar 


. ed to the chief. 


‘This animal, as remarkable for his Hate 
dees as his gigantic fize, was the moft beau- 
tiful of his fpecies I had ever feen. His head 
was majeftically armed with two immenfe 
horns, which retiring from each other, with 
the utmoft fymmetry, to form two perfeét 
femicircles, fuddenly bent their fummits for- 
wards, leaving a {pace of four feet eight 
inches between them. ‘They had been made 
to grow in that figure by the chief himfelf; 
and on this account he placed fo high a value 

on 
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on the animal, that at firft he would not 
part with him. ButI difplayed before his 
eyes fuch a variety of objeéts, that he could 
not refift the temptation ; and he at length 
confented to refign him for a tinder-box, 
fome tobacco, feveral ftrings of glafs beads, 
two tin bracelets, and a few nails. 

Next day, however, he feemed to regret 
his bargain; or rather, having feen in my pof 
feffion fome new obje&t, which pleafed him 
more than thofe which he had received in ex- 
change the evening before, his defire was 
fixed on thefe; and he withed to give back 
the others. This natural paffion for pofleffing 


every thing was the caufe of an event | 


which deferves to be particularly — as it 
had nearly proved fatal to me. 

Though I wore my beard long, I was ac- 
cuftomed, from time to time, to fhave my » 
muftaches. This operation afforded me an— 
agreeable refrefhment; and I very frequently 
performed it, efpecially when our approach 
‘towards the tropic rendered the heat lefs fup- 
portable. ) | 

I was employed in foaping my lips, when 
the chicf entered my tent, accompanied by 
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two of his friends or relations. Free from 
all the ceremonial of politenefs towards peo- 
ple who were not acquainted even with the 
firft principles of it, I continued what I had 
begun. ‘The favages, who did not compre- 
hend what I was about, appeared very much 
furprifed. ‘They waited in filence for the re- 
fult, and with their eyes followed all my 
movements. The water which frothed in 
the bafon, and which I brufhed over my lips, - 
feemed to them to be the effet of magic; 
but, when they faw me apply the razor tomy 
“mutftaches, and the hair difappear fo readily 
from the place I had touched, their aftonith- 
ment at this prodigy exceeded the power of 
words to exprefs. 

To render it ftill more fenfible to them, and 
to fhew the effects of it more clofely, I laid 
hold of the chief’s krofs at one of the ends, 
and in an inftant. made it as fmooth as my 
hand. - * | 

This favage was a man of good fenfe, and 
pofleffed more underftanding than the genera- 
lity of his equals. On the firft view, he 
perceived of what ineftimable value a razor 
would be to him, to fhave the hair from a. 
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fummer mantle, and how much it would 
fhorten his labour. At firft he teftified, by 
feveral expreflive figns, his admiration of fo 
_ wonderful an inftrument; and then, without 
wafting time by words which I could not 
have underftood, he endeavoured to thew, by 
other geftures equally fignificant, how defi- 
rous he was to poflefs it. 

This was the firft time we had. fpoken 
without interpreters: but his movements were 
fo energetic, that I had no need of a verbal 
explanation to comprehend them. He gave - 
me to underftand, that he was now difpleafed 
with the bracelets, girdles, and tobacco, which 
I had given him in exchange for his war ox 
the evening before; and that he would re- 
turn all thefe for the razor, if I would agree 
to give it him. | 

The new bargain which he propofed was 
by no means in his favour. I was well aware 
that a razor in his hands, employed to cut 
without foap the ftrong hair of a dry fkin, 
would in a little time be rendered ufelefs. I 
was. very defirous of making him fenfible of 
what, in this refpect, his inexperience pre- 
vented him from knowing: but how was I 

. to 
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to explain myfelf? In the heat of his impa- 
tience, he had already ordered one of his at- 
tendants to bring from his hut the articles to 
be returned. ‘For my part, I was refolved to 
give him the razor, and to requeft him to keep 
the whole: but, in the midft of this fcene, a 
fhot was fuddenly fired near us; and at the 
fame time we heard the moft frightful cries. 

~ Rufhing inftantly from ‘my tent, to enquire 
what was the caufe of this noife, I faw a 
Kabobiqua flying as faft as he could from one 
of my hunters, while, at the diftance of a 
hundred paces farther, three men were mak- 
: ing the moft lamentable clamour, and near 
them was a young girl lying on the ground. 
Tmade a fignal to my hunter to approach me ; 
but the report of the fhot, and the howling 
of the three men, had already fpread alarm 
| throughout the horde. Some cried out trea- 
chery ; others ran to their arms; and I now 
imagined, that I was about to be mailacred, 
‘with my whole company, and that I fhould 
be obliged to arm them in my defence. My 
fituation was the more critical, as neither I, 
‘nor any perfon in the kraal, knew what was 
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the caufe of this confufion; and if I had 
known, how could I have explained it? 

Under this embarraflment, I took the chief 
by the hand, and advanced with him towards 
the horde. Fear was painted in his coun-. 
tenance; tears began to drop from his eyes; 
and he {poke to me with great vivacity. He 
imagined, no doubt, that he was betrayed. 
He complained to me, and accufed my people. 
of perfidy ; yet he readily followed me. 

As I was without arms, and prefented my- 
felf with the chief, I was received with con- 
fidence, and my ‘appearance feemed in fome 
meafure to calm their perturbation. My 
people, who had feen me direét my courfe 
towards the kraal, haftened thither after me, 
to protect me; and their number overawed 
the multitude. At length, the whole my! : 
tery was cleared up, and we learned eat 
had oceafioned the tumult. | 

A Kabobiqua having met one of my hunt- 
ers, who was returning with his fufee, wifhed 
to examine it, and begged him to fhew it to 
him. In handling it, however, he accidentally 
touched the trigger ; it inflantly went off; and 
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the favage, frightened by the unexpected ex- 
plofion, threw down the fufee, and ran away 
as faft as he could. 

' At that time, ii: men af the hotde anda 
young girl happened unluckily to be ftanding, 
at the diftance of a hundred paces, in the di- 
reétion of the piece. The latter received a 
fingle grain of thot in the cheek; and 
the others, a few grains in the legs and thighs. | 
~The author of the misfortune confirmed this 
explanation ; tranquillity was foon reftored ; 
the favages depofited their arms; and I was 
furrounded only by friends as before. 

Nothing remained but to enquire into the 
ftate of the wounded, and to give them every 
afliftance in my power. Without lofs of time, 
therefore, I repaired, {till accompanied by the 
chief, to the place where they were. By the 
way we met the young girl, who was return- 
ing from the kraal, bathed intears. The caufe 
of her uneafinefs was a grain of lead, which 
chad, however, penetrated fo little, that I forced 
it out by only prefling the part with my fingers. 
With regard to the three men, they lay rolling 
en the ground, howling in a moft frightful 
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manner, and se every fymptom of 
defpairs : 

I was aftonifhed at their fs Ser 
and could not conceive how men inured to 
fufferings thould be fo much affected: by a few 
{mall punctures, the pain of which could 
have {carcely drawn tears. from an infant. They 
at length told me the caufe of their wailings. 
 Thefe favages, accuftomed to poifon their ar- 
rows, imagined that I had in like manner 
poifoned the lead with which they were 
wounded. ‘They had, therefore, given them- 
felves up as loft, and expected in a few mo- 
ments to expire, ! 

It was with great difficulty I could een to 
be explained to them that they had nothing to 
fear. To convince them, in a manner {till 
more fatisfa€tory, I pulled down one of my 
ftockings, and fhowed them, in the flefh of 
my leg, a dozen fhots of lead, for which I was 
indebted to M. Papillon de Ja Ferté, who, 
when hunting in the plains of Gennevilliers, 
had fired at me inftead of a rabbit. 

Klaas approached the wounded favages alfo ; 
and, without wafling time in words which. 
‘they would not have underftood, took from 

his 
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his fhot-bag a few grains of lead, and, havitig 
fhown them to the three men, imnicdiately 
fwallowed them. This conclufive proof, which 
if had never thought cf, produced a moft won- 
derful effe@. Their cries inftantly ceafed ; 
ferenity again appeared in their faces; and their 
wounds were no more mentioned. _ 

I was, however, apprehenfive that the horde 
might fill harbour in their minds fome feeds 
of fufpicion and animofty: but, when they 
faw the wounded men walk as ufual, and feem- 
ingly well, they laughed at the whole adven- 
ture; dnd it produced no other effeé than that 
of infpiting them with a dread of fire-arms, 
which none of them afterwards would ven- 
ture to touch. 3 ! 

In the evening, when my fires were kindled, 
every body came to form a circle around th em;. 
and to dance according to cuftom: ‘The whole 
converfation, if that term cah be given to the 
tumultuous clamour of a multitude who fpoke- 
fix different languages, was engrolied by the 
accident of the morning, 

It ainufed me much, though I underftood 
nothing of it. Iheard only the word kaaboup 
pronounced by every mouth, This was the 
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name given by my Hottentots to a fufee 
and it was adopted by all the favages who 
compofed the aflembly. Of the Kabobiquas, 
fome imitated with their voice the found of 
the explofion, others reprefented the: geftures: 
of a perfon who takes aim to fire, and every 
one acted a part in the pantomime... This 
feftive {cene continued the whole night; and 
thus ended a day which had theeateniaa to be 
tragical and bloody. 

‘Lhe Kabobiquas have neither the flat nofe 
nor plump cheeks of the Hottentots. Their 
{kin alfo has not that baftard colour, which, 
being neither black nor white, renders them 
odious to both races; nor do they. befmear 
their bodies with thofe difgufting fat. fub-. 
ftances, on account of which one cannot ap- 
proach them without being bedaubed. with. 
their filth, or acquiring an oftenfive {mell. In 
ftature they areas tall as the Caffres, and their 
colour is equally black. : 

I drew a portrait of one of thefe favages in 
all his glory ; that is to fay, tattooed, covered 
with his trinkets and ornaments, and armed: 
from head to foot, as on the day of battle. 

He yielded to my defire with much com- 
plaifance ; 
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plaifarice ; but I confefs that, when J faw him 
enter my tent with his quiver at his back, his 
buckler on his arm, and his body nobly orna- 
mented with a long ceils which e oraet the 
igee with his head elevated, and a determined 
look, I wa’ ftruck with his martial ait and his 
dignified appearance. | 

He feveral times interrupted my work to ad~_ 
mire it; while I, tranfported in imagination to 
the rethotett periods, and to countries fituated 
under the fame latitude on the other fide of 
the equator, feemed to behold a Jugurtha ora 
Syphax i in arms, marching to combat, in the 
deferts of Numidia, i in defence of His kingdom 
againft the Romans, In writing my notes, 
therefore, every time I had occafion to {peak of 
this warrior, I always mentioned him under 
the name of my Jugurtha. 

The hair of this tribe, which is exceedingly 
fhort and much curled, is ornamented with 
{mall copper buttons,. arranged with great art 
and fymmetry. Inftead-of that apron made 
of a jackal’s fkin, employed by the Hettentot 
to cover what modefty bids him conceal, the 
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edge of which is ornamented with a {mall in- 
dented circle of copper, and which is divided 
into different compartments, by rows of glafs 
beads of various colours, all proceeding from 
the centre, and diverging towards the circum- 
ference, like the. rays in our images of the 
fun. 

This kind of veil is made faft to the groin 
by means of a girdle; but, as it is only four. 
inches in diameter, as it is deranged by the 
{malleft{ movement, and as they give themfelves 
little uneafinefs refpe€ting fuch accidents, it is 
very ill fuited to the purpofe for which it is 
applied. During the great heats, this fmall 
and almoft ufelefs apron is the only covering 
on their bodies. Its being fo readily difplaced 
enabled me to afcertain that they do not prac- 
tice circumcifion ; but it feemed to fhow alfo 
that, in regard to modelly, their ideas are very 
different from ours. 

Though they go thus almoft entirely ae: 
their manners, mftead of being licentious, are 
remarkably chafte. No females can be more 
prudent or more referved than their women ; 
and when I compared them with thofe of the 
Greater Nimiquas, who feemed fo forward 
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and fo condefcending, I could fcarcely believe 
that fo great a difference could exilt at fo {mall 
a diftance. | 
- My people, accuftomed to the familiarity of 
the latter, were difpleafed with this feverity; _ 
and the facrifice they were obliged to make on 
that account feemed' the more painful, as the 
Kabobiqua women were much prettier even 
than the Nimiquas. | 

Young girls, who in general among fa- 
vages have not the fame decency of condu@ 
as their mothers, becaufe, not being under the 
fame obligations, they enjoy more liberty, were 
here equally modeft and referved. They 
fhowed, indeed, that fportivenefs peculiar to 
their age, and which added to their charms; 
but it was the {portivenefs of innocence. When 
the dance was finifhed, and their parents re- 
tired to the kraal, they all fet out along with 
them, not one even remaining behind in my 
camp. 

Whether from refinement of coquetry, or 
the effect of prudence, the Kabobiqua women 
do not tattoo their faces like their hufbands 
and fathers. They do not even follow their 
example, in ornamenting their hair with cop- 
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per buttons ; and they always go bare-legged, 
though moft of them wear fandals. a 
Their drefs confifts of an apron that reaches 
only half down the thigh; a krofs which, patl- ‘ 
ing under the arm-pits, is tied on the breaft ; 
and along mantle like that of the men. | : 
The mantle is made of {kins not. deprived 
of the hair; and the krofs, of tanned leather 
prepared like that ufed for gloves i in Europe. 
With regard to glafs beads, they wear them, 
as bracelets. They form them alfo into neck- 
laces, which defcend in different rows to the 
pit of the fiomach; and they fufpend from 
their girdles feveral fines of them, which fall 
down their thighs below the apron. © 
Thefe ornaments being very durable, the | 
habit of feeing them renders the women al- 
_ molt indifferent to the pleafure of poffefling 
them. Thofe they procured from me afforded 
at firft great fatisfaGtion, on account, of their 
novelty. But when I fhewed | them ‘{ciflars 
and needles, they gave the preference to thefe 
articles ; and this choice does honour to the 
good fenfe of the Kabobiqua ladies. Like 
their chief, they let a bigher value on_ util ity 
than ornament. 
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To give them needles, however, was not 
fufficient ; it was neceflary to teach them alfo 
to ufe them. I rendered them that fervice 
-likewife ; and they foon became fo expert as 
to join together tolerably well two pieces of 
{kin. For this operation, they employed a 
fmall* ‘thread of gut made in the horde; a nd 
the procefs I taught them appeared more ex- 
peditious, ftronger, and neater, than that ufed 
in fuch cafes by the favages, which confifts in 
boring the {kin with’a fpike or fharp-pointed 
bone, and putting — the thread through the 
holes. 

Since I returned from my travels, I have 
never feen a woman few without thinking of 
my Kabobiquas ; but, on maturer reflection, I 
am forry that I made them acquainted with an 
art which, as they will not have it long in their 
power to practife it, mutt be a iene to them 
only of regret. 

When, during my firf journey, I taught the 
Caffres to form a pair of forge-bellows, that. 
which I made for them would at leaft ferve as 
a model, and they were in poffeflion of every 
thing neceflary to enable them to confiruG 
- others. But the cafe was not the fame with 
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my Kabobiquas. Their needles would foon 
be broken and unferviceable, like. the razor of 


_ the chief; and their chagrin would be increafed 


by the impoflibility of renewing them. Ifthe 
knowledge of a new art affords by its advan- 
tages new enjoyments, it occafions alfo new 
wants; and to teach it toa people, without 
fecuring to them the means of exercifing ae, 
is making them a very bad prefent. | 

I fhould in like manner have much to re- 


‘proach myfelf with, had I been the firft perfon 


who made the Kabobiquas acquainted with 


tobacco and fpirits. But, before my arrival 


among them, they ufed the former, which 
they received, in exchange for cattle, from 
the Nimiqua cribs their neighbours, to whom 
it was conveyed from the Cape, by pafling 
through various hands in commerce. As 
this trafic, however, did not take place but 
under certain circumf{tances, tobacco was on 
that account exceedingly fcarce, and a luxury 
which they could feldom enjoy. However, 
being often deprived of it, they can eafily bear 
the want; and fo indifferent are they upon 
the fubject, that, if it were not brought to them, 
they would not go a ftep to procure it, 

| peas This 
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This indifference for an article, which.I had 
feen eagerly fought for by all favage nations, 
and which was confidered by them as an exqui- 
_-fite enjoyment, feemed to fhew, as well as 
many other circumftances already mentioned, 
that there were traits in the character of thefe 
people which diftinguifhed them from others. 
The cafe was the fame as tq {trong liquors, olr 
which they fet no great value; and though 
there were among them fome few individuals 
difpofed to relifh them, the greater number 
abfolutely refufed them. | 
Tf the contents of my flafks gave them lit- 
tle fatisfaction, they were, however, much 
captivated with the flafks themfelves. Thefe 
tran{parent bottles excited their admiration in 
the higheft degree. hey called them /ohd 
water; for, notwithftanding the- heat of the 
climate, thefe favages had feen ice on the fum- 
mits of the mountains by which they are fur- 
rounded ; ; and they enter tained no doubt that 
the glafs of my flafks was water, which 1 had 
rendered folid by magic, and which I prevent- 
ed their fires from melting. As it was impof- 
fible for me to explain this matter, I did not 
attempt to undeceive them: and befides, with 
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what advantage would it have been attended? — 
_ I fuffered them, therefore, to continue in their 
error, and contented myfelf with conferring 
on them an obligation, by giving them all the 
empty bottles for which I had no ufe. 
_. Qn their part, they vied with each other in 
fhewing their generofity towards me ; and I 
muft indeed allow, that I never faw a nation fo 
difinterefted. Every night they brought to my 
camp a confiderable quantity of milk; and 
they never came to fpend the evening’ with 
my people, without bringing fome fheep to re- 
_ gale them. I have feen many of them give 
away gratuitoufly, and without receiving any 
thing in return, part of their herds and their 
flocks ; and, when I departed, there were many 
perfons in my caravan who poffeffed both 
theep and oxen, which they had received as 
a pure gift, 

What difference between thefe people, fo 
aitectionate, fo generous, and the Greater Nimi- 
quas, who always approached me with a pite- 
ous air, holding out their hands like mendicants, 
to afk of me every thing they faw! 

With this benevolent difpofition, the Kabo- 
biquas have alfo a martial character. ‘Their 

) weapons 
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weapons are poifoned arrows, and a lance 
with a long iron point, but different from the 
aflagay of the Hottentots. In battle their de- 
fenfive armour confiits of twobucklers; the one 
of a fize fuficient to cover the whole body. of 
the combatant ; the other much fmaller. They 
are both fnatle of ‘kins exceedingly thick, and 
- proof againit arrows. 

_ The latter, which is of a round figure, and 
from twelve to fifteen inches in breadth, is 
borne on the lower part of the arm during the 
time of action ; but, when it becomes ulelefs, — 
_ they remove it above the elbow towards the 
fhoulder. It is ornamented with a copper ring 
placed round its circumference, and with feve- 
ral rows of beads difplayed over its furface, 
forming compartments according to the whim 
of the owner, and diftinguifhed by fuch colours 
as are moft agreeable to his tafte. 

By means of this variety, the buckler of each 
is different, and has no refemblance to that of 
another; and as the individuals of a tribe 
know one another by their mode of tattooing, 
they can diftinguith each other alfo by the 
manner in which they blazon their fhields. 

_ The courage which the Kabobiquas difplay 
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in ‘combat is particularly exercifed in their 
hunting excurfions, ‘and above all againft 
carnivorous animals. Intrepid, however, as 
it may be to attack the elephant and the rhino- 
ceros, thefe fpecies of animals are not objects 
of their vengeance; becaufe, living upon grafs 
and herbs, they have nothing to apprehend 
from them, either for themfelves or their cat- 
tle. But the tiger, lion, hyzna,. and panther, 
being enemies of a different kind, they declare 
againft them implacable war, and purfue them 
— without remiffion, 

Of the fpoils of thefe deftructive animals 
they form their bucklers, girdles, TaNOes 
krofles, mantles, dc. They confider it as a 
mark of honour to wear them; and they fet 
a much higher value upon them than upon the 
fkin of the rhinoceros or of the elephant. If 
they fometimes hunt. the latter, it is only as 
objects of food; and they employ to catch 
them thofe concealed pits, which are the ufual 
fnares of the Hottentots: but this method, 
which requires both patience and_labour, is 
very little fuited to a people fo brave and ens 
ane! ifing as the Kabobiquas. 

\ Keen and refolute hunters, they: add to native 

valour 
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valour the utmoft activity. Nimble as deer, 
nothing can ftop their courfe; neither excef- 
five fatigue, nor the longeft and moft difficult 
journeys. I have often hunted ia their com- 
pany; and! always found them indefatigable 
and ready for every undertaking. But, not- 
withftanding all their fkill and adtivity, they 
were never able to bring me within reach of 
a white zebra, nor of a particular kind of an=. 
telope, which I believe to have been a gnou, 

though it was s larger than the phous, are In 
general. 

 Thefe are > the two fpecies of animals that are 
moft common in this part of the country. A 
great many rhinocerofes, ard antelopes with- 
out number, are alfo to be feen ; but, whether 
it be owing to. the intenfe heat of the climate, 
to. the place being unfuitable to their nature, 
or rather to the want of food proper for them, 
no giraffes are any longer to be found in it. 

As the Kabobiquas poffefs fo bold and re- 
folute a character, one might be induced to 
believe that they are ferocious and intractable. 
Among all the African nations, however, which 
I have vifited, I never knew one that fo much 
practifed obedience and fubordination. 

The 
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The chief here is not, as in other tribes, 4 
principal among his equals; he is a fovereign 
in the midft of his fubjets, a mafter fur- 
tounded by his flaves. A word, a gelture, of 
a look, is fufficient to procure him obedience, 
Whatever be his orders; they are never con- 
tradiGed; and the cafe is the fame i in every : 
particular family. What the chief i is to the 
horde, the father is to his children. His com=_ 
mands are abfolute; and he exercifes regal 
power at home, with he obeys elfewhere. 

Though the tribe was very numerous, the 
wifdom with whieh it was ruled, and the 
good order that prevailed around me, an- 
nounced, in the man by whom it was go 
verned, an intelligence fuperior to that of all 
the favages I had before feen; and J knew 
not a fingle individual, except old Haabas,. 
that Neftor of the Gonaqua nation, who hele 
be compared to him. As I conceived for 
him a very high efteem, if was a fource to 
me of real pain that I was unacquainted with 
his language, and therefore not able freely to \ 
interrogate him tefpeCting a thoufand objects 
which it would have been highly gratifying 
to me to know. | 3 
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His ‘habitation was fuited to his fupreme 
dignity. It was, indeed, a hut only, like thofe 
of his fabje@ts, and, ike them, covered with 
the {kins of animals; but it-was much larger, 
as well as more elevated; and around it were 
fix others, occupied by his family and def 
tined for them alone. | 

The natural drynefs of the country inha- 
bited by the Kabobiquas. obliges them to dig 
wells, for their own ufe as well as for their cat- 
tle; but as the fame caufe often dries up 
thefe wells, they are then forced to remove, 
and to feek-elfewhere a foil more abundant 
in {prings; for Fith-River, though confider- 
able in the rainy feafon, ts often during the 
great heats entirely deftitute of water. 

The long journeys, which thefe too frequent 
emigrations compel them to undertake, and 
the intereourfe which they thence have with 
other nations, muft neceflarily infpire them 
with ideas unknown to the fettled tribes; and 
it would not be unnatural to fuppofe, that to 
this extenfion of ideas. are they indebted for 
that fuperiority of intelligence which’ elevates _ 
them above their neighbours: but I have al-— 
ready fpoken of a nation, who, like them, being 

i forced 
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forced to dig wells, and to become wanderers; 
have remained, neverthelefs, in the ‘inferiority 
of the favage ftate. Nature, perhaps, who 
has beftowed upon the Kabobiquas bodies 
more agile, and a moye intrepid character, 
may have endowed them alfo with fuperior 
minds. ® ty be 

To the Kabobiquas I am indebted for my 
knowledge of the place where Orange-River | 
has its fource. I imagined that this fiver 
eame from the central mountains; but tliey 
informed me, that, though in its progrefs it 
feemed to approach them, it took its rife at a 
creat diftance in the mountains fituated far= 
ther to the north-eaft, and that it did not 
reach the former till after 4 winding courfe 
of confiderable length. | 

In confequence of one of their emigrations, 
they had formerly fettled on its banks, fixty 
leagues from the defert which they now inha= 
bited ; but being molefled by the Houzouanas, 
and difappointed by the drought, they had re- 
moved from it, and came to encamp again in 
the fpot where I found them. 

Of all the African nations, they are the 
only people among whom I found any ideas 

however 
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however confufed a one, of the exiftence of a 
deity. 1 do not know whether it be from 
their own reflection, or the communications 
of other tribes, that they have acquired this 
fublime knowledge, which would alone bring 
them near to a level with polifhed nations; 
but they believe, as far as | have been able 
to learn from my people, that beyond the 
fiars there exifts a fupreme being, who made 
and who governs all things, 

I muft however obferve, that on this fub- 
ject their ideas are vague, barren, and unpro- 
du@tive. They have no conception of the 
future exiftence of the foul, or of rewards and 
punifhments in another life; in fhort, they 
have neither worthip, facrificés, ceremonies, 
nor priefts, and are total ftrangers to what we 
call religion. : 

1 am well aware, that Kolben advances a 
‘very different opinion ‘refpe@ting thefe Afri- 
cans; but I have already given my fentiments 
of that author. I will however acknow- 
ledge, that Kolben does not always ‘deviate 
from the truth, and that his falfehoods even 
are founded upon facts, which he has wilfully 

mor: Tl, H is mifre- 
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mifreprefented, or adipic without fufficient. 
examination, | : 

He has been vaguely told, that dere: are 
fome tribes among whom circumeifion is 
ufual, and that.there are others who deprive 
their males of one tefticle. On this authority 
he affirms, that all the different Hottentot 
hordes are circumcifed; and he defcribes, in 
the moft minute manner, and as an eye-wit- 
nefs, their manner of femi-caftration, though 
he never went beyond the boundaries of the 
Cape. | | 

It is natural that a father fhould difpofe of 
his children, and that he fhould himfelf 
‘perform the ceremony of their marriage, if 
the cuftom of the country admits of a cere- 
mony. With Kolben this fimple pra€tice is 
converted into a branch of religion, a facrifice, 
a fuperflitious dance, an object of forcery, &c. 
There is a high prieft, who, being entrufted 
with the bufinels of circumcifion, of femi-caf- 
tration, and all the religious cuftoms, alfo gives 
his benediction to marriage; and who, always 
mafter of an evacuation which unqueftionably 
is lefs fubje€t to our will than fovereign over 
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it, finifhes the ceremony by pouring on the 
“married couple a copious difcharge .of urine. 
In the time of that author, the Kabobiquas 
were not known at the Cape, and I believe 
myfelf to be the firft perfon by whom their 
name has been mentioned: but it is not im- 
poflible that he may have been told of fome 
tribes, who, more courageous than others, or 
more expofed to the attacks of ravenous ani- 
mals, made it a rule to combatthem, and, like 
the Kabobiquas, confidered it as an honour 
to wear their fpoils. A fact fo fimple, in his 
Opinion, would not have made a futiciently 
brilliant figure:in a relation of travels; nor | 
would the reader. have felt himfelf inte- 
refted in an unadorned ftory of favages, who, 
to preferve their cattle, declare war again 
fuch animals as are their enemies. He _ has, 
therefore, embellifhed the narrative of this 
hunting, and converted it into an order of 
chivalry, to which no one is admitted but 
with particular ceremonies, performed by the 
high ‘prieft, and until he has given convincing 
. proofs of his prowefs. But I have infifted 
too long on improbable falfehoods and abfurd 
ami she fables, 
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fables, and fhall return, therefore, to my Ka~ 
bobiquas. . 

Having procured every information in my 
power refoedting thefe people, and added te 
my collection the birds found in their diftridt, 
I was unwilling any longer to fatigue my 
hories in purfuing, to no purpofe, animals . 
which would not fuffer me to approach 
them. I refolved, therefore, to quit the horde, 
and to vilit another, eftablifhed at the diftance 
of a long day’s journey to the north-weft. 
The chief gave me guides to accompany me 
thither; and on the dak of February we rem 
fumed our march, 

We purfued our way for fome time along 
very narrow paths, which however, in all 
probability, fhortened our route; and at 
length, at the end of. a defile, we difcovered 
a plain which, extending towards the welt, 
was bounded on the horizon by lofty moun- 
tains, the bottoms of which were covered with 
wood. iis 

The verdure of thefe forefts gave me rea- 
fon to fuppofe that they were watered by 
fome river ; and they reminded me of the de- 
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lightful borders of Fith-River, where I had 
fojourned with fo much pleafure. -I flattered 
myfelf that I fhould in like manner find there 
_provifions in abundance for my company, 
new plants and animals to increafe my col~ _ 
leGtions, and obje@ts with which I was unac- 
quainted to gratify my curioiity. According gly 
I gave orders to my people to dire@ their 
courfe ‘towards that quarter; and, though 
it was lengthening our way, we proceeded 
along the plain. 

We had marched three hours, expofed to the 
{corching heat of the fun, when the horizon 
became fuddenly darkened, and afrightful form 
feemed gathering over our heads. Long and 
frequent flafhes of lightning darted between 
the clouds; the thunder roared in a moit 
awful manner ; and our animals by. their | 
perturbed and reftlels movemenis announ- 
ced that the tempen was likel y to be tremen- 
dous. 

Without lofing time, my oxen were un- 
loaded, my tent was erected, mats and ikins 
were prepared to afford us fthelter, and every 
one took a fhare in the labour. . Our precau- 
tions, however, were of no avail... The wind 
became fo impetuous that nothing could rehit 
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it; my tent was overturned; and I was re» 
duced to the nece lity of covering myfelf with 
the canvas, while my people fecured them- 
{elves in the beft manner they could. 

The rain in the mean time, poured. down 
in torrents, and fo oreat was the deluge, that 
we might have fuppofed all Africa about to be 
inundated. ‘The heavens, meanwhile, which 
feemed thus to diflolve into water, appeared 
by the lightning to be every now and then 

actually on fire.. The flafhes embraced. the 
whole atmofphere ; while the thunder , burfting 
on every fide at once, made usall apprehend 
that we fhould infallibly become its victims. 

I had feen violent florms in Caffraria; I 
was acquainted with thofe of the Cape, fo Be 
dreaded by mariners and travellers; and I had 
not forgotten thofe of Surinam, which, for two 
months together, rifing daily with the tide, 

announce the feafon of drought: but till this 
yeriod I had never beheld one fo alarming ; 
and, for the firft time in my life, the found of 
‘thunder made me tremble, 
It is true, to fecure and preferve my powder 
J had placed it near me under the canvafs; 
and while I feared thar the thunder might 
break over me, i fare alfo for my magazine, 
which, 
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which, by its explofion, would have blown me 
up along with it. — | 

My terror on account of this double danger 
continued more than an hour. The thunder 
having at length ceafed, though the rain ftill 
continued, each of us putting his head out from 
below his covering eagerly turned round his 
eyes to fearch for his neighbour ; and, furprifed 
to find the whole company alive, we congratu- 
lated each other on having elcaped {fo imminent 
a peril. 

My Kabobiqua guides alone feemed to be 
delighted with the ftorm. Accuftomed, 
they faid, to experience fimilar and even more 
violent ones, they had, in general, their noife 
only without their advantage; but by this 
their wells would be filled with water, and 
frefh paiture would {pring up for their cattle. 
They confidered it, therefore, as a blefling ;_ 
and fo great was their joy, that they had fat 
all the while quietly expofed to the rain, with- 
out attempting in the {malleft degree to thel- 
ter themfelves from it. 

All our cattle, fheep, oxen, and goats, du- 
ting the ftorm, had difperfed themfelves in 
different quarters over the plain. Having col- 
H 4 cae te lected 
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le&ed them, and being defirous to find a fpot 
for an encampment near the wood and fup- 
pofed river, I again purfued my route; for 
what could we do in the middle of a plain. 
covered with water, and under a rain which, - 
though in fome meafure abated, continued fill 
to fall with violence? Already wet to the 
{kin, I confidered the inconvenience of being 
foaked a little longer as of no confequence. os 
My baggage, indeed, having been tho- 
roughly drenched, was a double load. to my 
oxen. The earth too, though fandy, had re- 
ceived fo much rain, that it could not abforb 
the whole of it. In confequence, it was every: 
where covered with pools; and the oxen, 
obliged to pafs thefe cavities without knowing 

where they placed their feet, ftumbled at every 
ftep, and ran the rifk of being lamed under 

their burdens. is | 
When we arrived at the edge of the wood, 
the rain fortunately ceafed altogether ; and 
the calm which followed allowed us to kindle 
fires to dry our baggage and clothes. The 
remainder of the day, and even the night, were 
employed in this bufinefs ; but we were feve- 
ral times interrupted by the crafhing of trees, 
| : | which, 
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which we heard very near us. This noife 
was occafioned by elephants, which we drove 
away by firing our fufees, and which, coming 
in gueft of pafturage in the neighbourhood 
of my camp, were breaking the busnehes to 
procure themfelves food. 

Next morning, when day appeared, I faw 
in the plain, on an extent of fcarcely half a 
league, more than a hundred of thefe animals 
colleted together. They perceived us as 
diflin@ly as we perceived them; but they, 
neverthelefs, appeared not to be in the leatt 
{tartled. 

At this fight my hunters were tranfported 
with joy. They immediately got ready their 
arms, and were magnifying, in imagina- 
tion, the ivory with ‘which this wonderful 
hunt wasto fupply them. For my part, being 
no longer a novice, the eagernefs I had formerly 
felt was gone. Datiated in fome degree with 
_ thisamufement, I didnot forget the dangers with 
which it is almoft always accompanied. The. 
inconvenience, befides, of tranfporting with- 
out a waggon the teeth of thefe animals, in- 
 fpired me with no great defire of icine: 
them. | 
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While fuch were my ideas, a bird of a new 
fpecies would have appeared more valuable to | 
me than a.dozen elephants. | I began, there- 
fore, to traverfe the foreft ; and I had the fatif- 
faion to kill twor charming ‘animals of the 
feathered race, a male anda female. They 
confiderably refemble the fpecies of the ring- 
dove, though the differenceviis fufficient, in 
my opinion, to entitle them to a feparate clafs, 
as they have a bill much larger than pigeons in 
general. Their ‘claws are alfo more hooked, 
and their toes broader and fatter. In hort, 
the moft beautiful colours ornament their 
plumage, which, on the body, is, in eeneral, 
of a brilliant green. The feathers of the wings 
are bordered with an elegant jonquille yellow, 
which is alfo the colour of the belly of the 
male. On the top of each wing is a large 
violet {pot ; and the feet of both are red. 
This charming fpecies, entirely new, will form 
. a part of my ornithology, in which I fhall give 
figures of them both. 

The fkirt of wood near which I had en- 
camped lay in a direction N. 4 W. which was 
that of my route; and, by kesdien along the 
edge of it, [knew I fhould arrive at the horde 

[ in- 
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\ saiiteided to vifit. After marching fome 
hours, we found ourfelves, however, ftopped 
by a torrent, which, falling from the moun- 
tains, had been prodigioufly {welled by the 
rain of the late fiorm,; and, as it was neceflary 
to wait till it thould fabfnie and become ee 
able, | was obliged to encamp on its banks. 
The place was agreeable - and I found in it 
‘birds of various kinds, which made me fuffi- 
cient amends for the uneafinefs snecelioned "7 
the delay. | 
Klaas, who by long pradtice had Reoies a 
naturalift, and who knew as well as I what my 
collection contained, and what would be new 
in it, exerted himfelf with indefatigable are 
dour to augment it. He killed and brought. 
to mhe a magnificent bird with which I was 
entirely unacquainted, and which exhibited 
characteriftics fo confufed that I was at a lofs 
how to clafs it. | 
On the firft view I fhould have taken it for 
a cuckoo; but, though it had fome relation to 
that genus, it did not in reality belong to it; 
for its feet were ftronger, and its claws more 
hooked and notched: befides, Klaas, before 
he fired, faw it hook itfelf to the-trunk of a 
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free, inthe fame manner as the wood-pecker, 
and, like the re alfo, firike its bill 
again{t the bark 
Its claws ae toes are -abfolutely the fame, 
and divided precifely as ‘are thofe of that bird : ; 
but its tailis not capable of fupporting it, as 
is the cafe with the tail of the wood-pecker. It 
does not, therefore, climb, but fupports itfelf 
merely by hooking its claws in the bark of 
trees, on which it feeks for its food. It has a 
large crooked bill, and is, in fhort, one of 
thofe fpecies which fhow the deficiency of our 
fyfiems cf ornithology. I fhall not omit t this 
beautiful bird in my defcriptions. : 
The fwell of the torrent did not continue 
longer than twenty-four hours, and the fe- 
cond day | was able to crofs it without wetting 
my feet. We were now only three leagues 
from the horde, and fome of the people who 
compofed it, having at a. diftance obferved 
my camp, approached towards us to recon- 
noitre it. i 
As they foon diftinouifhed my Kabobiqua 
guides, their neighbours and friends, they ad- 
vanced to pay me a vifit. J infpired them 
with a favourable opinion of me by a few pre- 
-fents ; 
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{ents ; and I gave them for their chief a {mall 
portion of tobacco, defiring them to inform 
him, that I intepded to pay my refpe@s to him 
in perfon, and that next morning I would be 
at the kraal with my whole company. We 
“were not able, however, to fet out till after 
dinner, becaufe the oxen I had-purchafed at 
the laft horde had returned thither during the 
night, and it was neceflary to difpatch fome of 
my people to bring them back. 

The chief, accompanied by his whole Lorde, 
came two-thirds of the way to meet me; and 
I found him waiting my arrival on the banks 
of a rivulet. As my appearance excited among 
this horde the fame eagernefs, the fame fur- 
prife, and the fame curiofity, as among the 
horde I had quitted, I fhall not repeat what I 
have faid already. It confifted alfo of Kabobi- 
quas; and confequenily their manners, cuftoms, 
arms, and character, were the fame. 

The only difference I obferved | was, that in 
the former the men only wore fandals; but 
in this horde they were worn by every body; 
men, women, and children. This cuftom, 
however, does not proceed either from luxury 
oreffeminacy, but from an indifpenfible and 
3 : necellary 
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neceflary precaution, impofed by the rocky na= 
~ ture of their country, and by the mimofas with 
which it is covered. This tree bears a great 
number of prickles, fo that the earth around 
if 1S always ftrewed with them; and it is: 
to prevent their feet from being wounded 
by them that they habituate themfelves to the 
ufe of fandals. 

As every novelty in drefs among flrangers 
appears almoft always ridiculous, my people, 
accuftomed to go bare-footed, confidered this as 
altogether fingular; and, to diftinguifh the new 
horde from all thofe we had before feen, they 
called them the horde of the fandal- bearers. 

- Lefs numerous than the former, it confifted 
only, of two hundred individuals, ‘They had 
alfo fewer cattle ; both becaufe the foil, on ac- 
count of its poverty, afforded little pafturage, 
and becaufe the Houzouanas made frequent in- 
curfions into their territory to plunder them. 
Not long before my arrival, they had carried 
off thirty oxen; and, though the chief had » 
armed all his people to endeavour to recover 
them, he had been able to retake only fix; 
and thefe even were fo feverely wounded with 


arrows and aflagays, that it was neceflary to 
‘kill 
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kill them on the fot, and to carry them to 
the kraal in pieces for provifion. . 
- Notwithftanding their poverty, thefe favages 
3 difplayed the difintereftednefs and generofity 
peculiar to their nation. Though I had diftri- 
buted among them, in prefents, ‘only a few 
paltry articles, they brought every evening to 
“my camp a confiderable quantity of milk. 
During the time I fpent among them, which 
was eight days (becaufe, the mimofas being in 
full bloffom, I found thereon many infedts and 
birds), fome followed me to the chace with a 
view of rendering me any little fervice in their 
power, and others ran every where about the 
neighbourhood to procure me infets. On 
“my part, I made it my duty and a pléafure 
to oblige them. My markimen went out 
to hunt for them rhinocerofes and elephants ; 
and though they were not able, duri ing my 
whole ftay, to get near one of these thy 
animals, they killed nearly a fcore of ante-., | 
lopes, and-feveral buffaloes, the greater part of 
which were given up to ae horde. The buf- 
faloes were exadtly of the fame kind as thofe 
"We had killed on the eaftern coaft. They 
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were only much larger; but their flefh being 
leaner was lefs delicate. | 

My own excurfions alfo proved fuccefsfil 5” 
and I found for my collection two rare fpecies _ 
of birds. One of them was the roller, known - 
‘under the name of the Senegal roller; the 
other the rofe-coloured bee-eater, called the 
Nubian bee-eater. By adding to the denomi- 
nation of thefe birds the name of the country 
where they are found, naturalifts, doubtlefs, 
did not mean to aflert that they exift no where 
elfe; but it was there probably they were 
firft difcovered, though, like many others — 
which bear the names of countries, they may 
be met with in a different part of the globe. 

Buffaloes were fo common in this diftria, 
that they came and fed quietly ata little dif- 
tance from my camp; but, when we attempted 
to approach them, they betook themfelves to 
flight, and retired to the woods. This fufpi- 
cious and haggard animal carefully avoids dan- 
ger, and it is only when attacked and obliged to 
defend himfelf that he feems to be fenfable of 
the immenfe ftrength which nature has be- 
ftowed upon him. 


With 
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/ With regard to giraffes, none now exif 
an this diftridt, or in thofe I had quitted.. A 
few old men, however, affured me that in their 
“youth they had feen fome here; and, from the 
defcription they gave of them, it appeared as 
if they fpoke truth. Ido not know why the 
cafe is diferent at prefent; but I conclude from 
the circumftance, that, if there are animals 
which occupy a great latitude of country, 
there are others that can live — in a very 
narrow zone. 2 | 
_ What principally ensiped the attention of 
my Kabobiqua horde was a dread of the Hou-_ 
zouanas. From morning to night L-heard them 
pronounce nothing but the word Houzouana. 
If they defired my interprefers to fay any thing 
to me, it always related to the hoftilities of 
robberies of thefe peeptel : 
‘That ative nation, more dreaded than they 
ought to be, had an eftablifhment at the dif- 
tance of about twenty leagucs towards the 
north, and occupied a chain of mountains ex- 
tending from north to eaft. As the barrennefs 
ef the foil which they pofiefled prevented 
them from forming regular ‘and numerous 
hordes, they divided themfelves into fmall . 
PMow. ll. I bodies, 
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bodies, more or lefs confiderable, according te 
places and circumftances; and, as the fame 
caufe often reduced them to a great {carcity of 
provifions, they made incurfions into the terri- 
tories of their neighbours, and carried off their 
flocks. ‘Thefe plunderers, living by rapine, 
are fo much feared in the whole neighbour- 
hood on account of their valour, that a few of 
them are fufficient. to put to flight a whole 
horde of two hundred men completely armed ; 
and if the party who have been robbed follow 
them, when they retire with their booty, It is 
rather to affure themfelves of their retreat than 
to attack them. 

The Kabobiqua horde itfelf, though be- 
longing to a nation more warlike than any of 
the other tribes around, were equally timid 
in regard to the Houzouanas. ‘Taught from 
their infancy to confider them as formidable, 
they thought refiftance ufelefs, and took no 
precautions to enable them either to prevent 
or repel their attacks. 

They had, however, recently concluded a 
treaty of peace with the neareft divifion; and, 
in order to enfure tranquillity, had engaged to — 


pay them annually a certain number of cattle. 
This 
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This bears fome refemblance to a commence- 
ment of civilization; but thefe fhameful and 
humiliating conditions were broken almoft as 
foon as concluded. The Houzoudnas of the 
‘more diftant divifions pretended, that the Ka- 
bobiquas had not entered into the treaty with- 
out'a view to advantage ; and that they would 
confequently continue their hoftilities and de- 
predations. Even the party which had ac- 
cepted the peace was fuppofed to countenance 
their incurfions, to inform them of the moft 
favourable moments, and to fhare in the 
fruits of thefe plundering expeditions. 

; Thus every thing confpires to prove what 
man is in the folitary ftlate, and what he is 
deftined to become when he begins to com- 
bine in groupes, and to feel on all fides the vi- 
cinity of his fellow men. 

When the chief faw the effe& of my fulees, | 
and was fenfible how far fuch arms rendered 
me fuperior to his enemies, he endeavoured to 
animate me againft them, and to intereft me 
in his quarrel. Defirous of being acquainted 
with and vifiting that nation, I often inter- 
yogated him refpeCting it, and requefted in- 
formation ; but he anfwered all my queftions 

hae either 
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either by advice or complaints, the -vifible in- 
tention of which was to irritate me againft it. 
He apprehended, however, on the other 
hand, that afterwards, when I ‘hould be gone, 
the Houzouanas might come and wreak their 
vengeance on his horde, for having directed 
me to their refidence, and armed me againft 
them. Accordingly, employing my interpre- 
ters, fometimes to infpire:me with an enve- 
nomed hatred againft thefe plunderers, and 
fometimes to advife me not to advance farther, 
his mind feenaed to be continually at variance. 
with itfelf, He was ignorant that the different 
tribes through whofe territories I had pafled 
{poke to mé of them with the fame terror, and 
that all his difcourfe produced no. other effeQ 
than to increafe my defire of knowing them. 
With my numerous caravan, my diitant 
and frequent hunting excurfions, and the 
multiplicity of my noéturnal fires, I could 
not remain long unknown to fo wandering 
a people. I entertained no doubt that, in the 
courfe of their roving, they muft already have 
obferved me; and that if they had not yet 
fhown themifelves, it was becaufe the noife 
of my fire- -arms, which refounded night and 
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day, had checked their inclination to attack 
mer ko : 
" What they were to the Kabobiquas, I was 
to them; and this ftate of terror into which 
they were thrown gave me no little uneafi- 
nefs; becaufe, by keeping them at a diftance, 
it prevented me from having an opportunity 
of knowing them. Whatever fuperiority the 
nature of my arms might give ine, had no 
intention of abufing it; every fpecies of in- 
' fult being contrary to my principles. To exe- 
cute the plan of travels I had formed required 
many friends ; I had every where endeavour- 
ed fo to ac as to procure them; and I was 
fully convinced that the Houzcuanas, fo rhuch: 
dreaded and fo much decried, would be 
equally ‘among the number. 

My. people, however, were of a different 
opinion. By my coriverfations with the chief, 
they learned my defign; for, as [ was obliged 
to employ four different interpreters, it could 
be no fecret. | | 

When it was known through the camp, I 
obferved fymptoms of univerfal alarm; the 
men and women talked to each other with 
apparent uneafinefs; arid the different tribes 
13  aflembled 


ss 


118 “ERAVELS AN | 
affembled and held conferences together.— 
Though I underftood nothing of their dif 
courfe, the myfterious manner in which they 
conduGed themfelves, and the refilefs air of - 
their countenances, announced a ftorm, or, in 
other words, that a con{piracy was on aoe 
point of burfting out. | \ 

- The Nimiquas, being the molt timid, were. 
the firft to’explain their fentimients; and, on 
my part, I had reafon to be glad that the plot 
began to fhew itfelf by the declaration of thefe 
poltroons, deftitute alike of {pirit and energy. 
They came to inform me, that they would 
neither confent to enter a country of which 
none of my company had. any knowledge, 
nor expofe themfelves to the attacks of a 
nation which every other nation held in hor- 
yor ; and that they would confequently leave 
me, if I perfifted in my refolution. 

I made to their fpeech no other reply shan 
by a burft of laughter; and, taking them at 
their word, gave them leave to depart that 
moment, well affured that they had not the cou- 
rage to put their threat in execution: becaufe, 
in order to return, they had to traverfe coun- 
tries infefted by the Pofhmen, through which 
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they would never venture to pafs alone. They 
were compelled, therefore, to remain under 
my protection, and by their exceflive cow- 
ardice were reduced to the neceflity of fuffer- 
ing themfelves to be conducted wherever I 
might choofe to lead them. The cafe was 
precifely the fame with all their companions. 

Each band; however, came to notify their 
departute ; but, when they ought to have fe- 
parated from me, none of them durft move. 
So great was their terror, that had they even 
been advanced on their journey, leaving the 
Houzouanas behind them, they would fill 
have been afraid of being attacked by thefe 
people. , ; 

My Cape Hottentots, though equally cow- 
ardly, concealed their timidity with more art: 
but refpeting them I had other caufes of un- 
eafinefs, Accuftomed to an indolent life in 
the colonies, and continually regretting the 
lofs of certain conveniences of which they 
found themfelves' deprived, they. were by no 
means calculated for enduring fatigues fimilar 
to thofe which it was neceflary for us to fup- 
port. Their health was affected by the dif- 
ference of the climate into which they had 

| Tq been 
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been removed; and if:I had not-taken the 
precaution to: make.a long flay at each. of 
the {tations where I halted, they would nor 
have been able to perform the journey, and: 
muit one after another have perifhed on the 
way. MES | 5h 
This new plan alarmed them more than any 
preceding one: but, as they poflefled a great- 
er fhare of acutenefs than their comrades,:and 
were ‘confequently lefs free “arid open; they: 
had addrefs enough to conceal their pufillani- 
mity under the moft fpecious pretences. “To 
{peak tome of the Hotuzotanas would have 
-been imprudently betraying themfelves; they 
did not even fo much as pronounce’ theiz 
name; but, affecting to thew themfelves good 
fathers and good “hufbands; they reminded’ 
me; with feigned tenderneis, of their wives 
and children, whom they would perhaps 
have beaten had they been near them. ~They 
talked alio of their fatigues and their health; 
and, above all, of the local. and: particular‘eb- 
fiacles which would ‘arife in the execution of 
my project. siod 3 
Could [have believed the people of the horde, 
I had indeed to traverle a defert which would 
| | require 
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require a journey of five days, and in which I 
fhould find no kind of food or refrefhment, 
either for my people or my animals; not the 
fmalleft trace of vegetation; not even vegeta- 
tive earth. It was only, they faid, atvatt 
ocean of fand, where it was impoflible to move 
one ftep without finking up to the knees; 
and this fand, moveable and as light as duft, 
was fo fine that. we fhould run the rifk of be- 
ing fmothered upon occafion of the leaft 
wind, if we did not perifh by thirft, hunger, ~ 
fatigue, and diftrefs, before we had accom- 
plified half the way. | 
This difcouraging intelligence was con- 
firmed, in appearance, by the conduét of the 
Kabobiquas themfelves. Motwithftanding the 
requeft of their chicf, notwithfanding the 
temptation of the prefents I offered them, not 
a fingle individual of the horde would confent 
to ferve me as a guide. This refufai, how- 
ever, did not alarm me. Whatever terrifying 
afpect it wore, I afcribed it to the fear with 
which 'thefe’ defpicable peltroons were pof 
felled, that, by confenting, they fhould certainly 
deliver themfelves into the hands of the Hou- 
zouanas. |The more mer perfifted i in repre- 
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fenting the country as extraordinary, the more 
was I inflamed with a defire of vifiting it. 1 
faw there, in my mind’s eye, new objeéts of. 
natural hiftory, difcoveries of importance to 
commerce ; and I fuppofed that it would fur- 
~nifh me with details proper to awaken curio= 
fity, and the more fingular as no one before 
me had ever had an opportunity of becom- 
ing acquainted with them. 3 | 

With regard to the frightful accounts that 
had been given me, I faw nothing in thene 
but exaggerated tales, which, pafling fuccef 
fively through the mouths of my different in- 
terpreters, were enlarged in proportion to the 
fear of each. And after all, as the Houzou- 
anas advanced as far as the horde to plunder 
it, [might as well go to them, as fuffer them 
to come to me: there was no more danger In 
the one cafe than in the other. 

I confefs, however, that what I had keord : 
refpeCting the nature of the foil did not appear 
to be entirely void of foundation. In’ the 
courfe of my journey to the habitation of the 
Sandal-bearers, when J]: turned towards. the 
wood I found the ground fo thickly covered 
with a greyith duft, that it concealed not only 

| the 
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the foil; but even the grafs ind sh pebbles. 
This uncommon phenomenon ftrack me tod 
winch not-to be obferved with attention, and 
it brought to my mind certain accounts which 
Thad formerly read, and gave rife to reflec- 
tions, the refult of which as to me in- 
terefting. 

According to the learned traveller Haflelquitt, 
“there is no country in the world, if we ex- 
** cept Poland, that contains in its bofom fuch 
“<4 large quantity of common falt as Egypt. 
“ The bottom of the foil is fearcely compofed 
“of any thing elfe than mountains of it... If 
* pits be dug at certain diftances, they yield a 
* reddifh falt, mixed with calcareous earth, 
“ called by the Egyptians of the prefent day 
_ ‘© natron.. .. They contider wells of frefh water 
** as a miracle... Without the affiftance of the 
“© Nile, Egypt would be uniahabitable; as, 
** from the fame caufe, is a part of Eaftern. 
“ Arabia... Even the blackeft foil contains 
* abundance of faline particles; as is proved, 
* every morning before fun-rife, by the quan- 
* tity of white falt with which the furface of 
** it is covered, almoft in the fame manner as 
* one fees in Sweden, in the end of autumn, 

** the 
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‘* the earth covered with hoar froft, or a. thin 
“ coat of fnow.” “The author adds, “ A foil 

*bamopangnated with falt muft produce falfugi- 

* nous plants; and, indeed, fuch are found im 
“ Egypt, and in greater number ‘that’ ‘in sabe 

* other part of the Levant.” 

eypt is fituated on the north Site of “e 
tropic of Cancer, and I fouitd myfelf near 
that of Capricorn; that is to fay, at the famé 
diftance from the equator. What. Haffelquift 
had taught me refpedling the northern part of 
Africa, I found to be the cafe with the fouth= 
ern under the fame latitude, which ftruck 
me with aftonifhment. 1. wondered why 
nature prefented fuch an evident refemblance 
in two countries, diftant almoft twelve hun- 
dred leagues, though lying under the fame 
parallels. 

] am no chemift, and I have often had oc 
cafion to regret my deficiency in that refpect. 
It is much to be wifhed, that.in travellers every 
branch of ufeful knowledge were united; but 
each 1s generally directed in his ftudies by 4 
tafte {o predominant as almoft to exclude every 
Other; and, as a naturahift, | had abandoned 


mytel if entirely to the = kingdom, Every 
thing, 
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thing, however, had fhewn me, without being 
a chemift, the fame immenfe quantity of com- 
mon falt here. which Haffelquift obferved in 
Egypt; and I thought even that I began to 
find alfo natron. | 
_ Inadvancing from the Cape, Thad conftantly 
remarked, that the water, which at firft was a 
little brackifh, became more and more impreg- 
nated with falt as I approached towards the 
equator. Nothing was fo uncommon as wa- 
ter perfeGly fweet ; for even the torrents were 
confiderably faltifh, Scarcely had a pool been 
heated by the fun, when I faw formed upon it 
a cruft of hard cryftallized falt.. Every thing 
was falt, the plants not excepted; and‘accord- 
ing as the ftru€ture of their fibres was more 
or lefs favourable to the infiltration of falt, 
each of them was more or lefs acrid, 

Among .the falfuginous plants of Egypt, 
Flaffelquift reckons falt-wort, and. particu- 
larly feveral kinds of chenopodium* and me- 
fembryanthemum 7 ; and thefe vegetables are 
indigenous alfo in the fouthern part of Africa, 
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and very abundant, efpecially i in the country 
of the Kabobiquas. 

In fine, we are informed by all travellers, 
that the Egyptians, notwithftanding the falu-- 
brity of their climate, are fubject to blindnefs ; 
-a melancholy infirmity, which muft be prin- 
cipally afcribed to the faline duft which is fo 
frequently driven into their eyes by the wind: 
and there were alfo many blind perfons in the 
countries of which I fpeak. I faw none any 
where elfe; whereas all the inhabitants here 
were more or lefs affeGted with a diforder of © 
the eyes. 

This ftriking refemblance between two coun- 
tries, feparated by the whole breadth of the 
torrid zone, could not fail to excite my curio- 
fity. I conje@ured that the duft with which 
. I faw the: plain covered was natron; I ima- 
gined that I fhould find fill more as I advan- 
ced farther into the country; and the foil 
without vegetation, of which the Sandal-bearers 
had fpoken, ftrengthened this conjeCture, and 
added one motive more to thofe I already felt 
for carrying my intended project into execution, 

ane poet mode to it by my people 
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prefented divide to my view capable of fut 
pending it. Accuftomed to their petty intur- 
rections, I was no way intimidated; and I 
laughed equally at the objections and furly dif- 
content of fome, as at the cowardice and dole- 
' ful lamentations of others. . 

For the moment, I confidered my Hottentots 
only as children, who whine and cry when they 
are feparated from their nurfe. Since it had 
become a part of my plan to be accompanied 
and announced by the favages of one. horde 
to thofe of another, they were the part of my 
company with which I[ could beft difpentfe. 
This plan was indeed fo eafy and fo econo- 
mical, and my Cape Hottentots were now fo 
ufelefs and even fo burdenfome, that I per- _ 
haps. fhould have eonceatelasd at Laie upon 
being rid of them. 

Befides, the manner in which I now travel- 
led required neither fo many people nor the 
- fame preparation. I had commenced my jour- 
ney with waggons: a method that was attend- 

ed with numberlefs inconveniencies. ” 

Indépendently of accidents and delays, which 
they too often occafioned, and of the impoffi- 
bility of repairing them in cafe they thould 
2 ae 5 | break, 
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break, a confiderable and fuperfluous expence 
was neceflary to fupport them and to keep 
them in motion. ‘They required a provifion 
of tools and of iron; a great number of men 
to conduct them and to leok after the cattle; 
and, above all; double relays—an obj ect sata 
ed with much cof, and extremely difficult to- 
be procured ; becaufe, at a certain diftance from 
the colonies, it was not eafy to find cattle ready 
trained for the draught. 1 have already men- 
tioned with how ‘much trouble and difficulty 
I was able to procure, among the fnowy | 
mountains of Camis, a few wretched oxen, 
which | foon faw perifh on the road without 
being of any ule tome. 
When I left my camp on the banks of 
Orange-River, I had been particularly an- 
xious to be aflured whether it would be pof- 
fible for my carriages to follow me in my fu- 
ture courfe. I alfo propofed to myfelf to 
found, in fome meafure, different favage na- 
tions, to try their character, and endeavour to 
learn how far I could truft myfelf to them, 
and rely on their affiftance. ‘The knowledge 
of thefe two points was abfolutely neceflary to 


enable me £0" continue Dy § journey ¢ without 
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tt I could hope for no fuccefs; and I thould 
perhaps have been ftopped at the very firft 
a : 
~My fecond trial had anfwered to my withes, 
Wherever I went, I found friends, and met 
with trufty men, who conducted me from one 
horde to another, and whofe fervice and aid [ 
purchafed for mere trifles. Free as the air, I 
depended on no one, The people thus ac- 
quired, oppofed to my will neither difficulties, 
delay, nor refufal; and every thing feemed to 
announce to me that I might traverfe all 
Africa. 

~ With regard to my waggons, it was in vain 
to think of them. In proportion as you ad- 
vance from the colonies towards the tropic, 
the country becomes more and more rugged 
and uneven. Nothing is feen on all fides but 
mountains and rocks, the defiles of which are 
for the moft part as fteep as precipices, and 
confequently impaffable for wheel-carriages,, 
Ifaw myfelf reduced, therefore, to the ne- 
ceffity of travelling with oxen of burden—a 
method much lefs embartafling and infinitely 
more economical; fince, byrequiring fewer cat= 
tle, I had no need to carry with me ufelefs re- 
Vou Il. i days; 
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lays ; and at the fame time I was certain of 
every where finding fuch as I had occafion 
for. | ) 

In confequence of my planto vifit the 
Houzouanas, I had ftill a third trial to make. 
As none of the Sandal-bearers would ferve me 
as guides, the means in which I confided, and 
which had hitherto fuceeeded, of keeping up a 
communication from one horde to another 
fuddenly failed me. Their refufal interrupted 
the chain of my correfpondence ; and I was 
obliged to devife fome method of fupplying 
this want, and of re-eftablifhing ic myfelh. If 
I fhould be able to make my way without 
them to the people whom they had painted 
to me in colours fo black, and if I fhould 
fucceed in conciliating their friendfhip, I had 
nothing more to fear: there was no nation 
with which I might not hope to become ac- 
quainted ; and the end and object of my 
journey would thus be previouily enfured. 

My excurfion to the Houzouanas, however, 
could be only of fhort duration; and it was even 
‘become impofhible for me to proceed beyond that 
nation. As I had propofed to quit my camp at 
Oran ge-River but fora few months, I had taken 

with 
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with me a {mall quantity only of merchandife, 
which was much leffened by circumftances, 
and almoft entirely exhaufted. And. what 
hope could I have of gaining friends when | 
had no longer prefents to make them ? 
[know that the difpofition of the favage is 
naturally good ; that is to fay, he will do in- 
jury to no individual, if that individual does 
no injury to him: and perhaps even gratuitous. 
fervices may be obtained from him, for in- 
tereft is by no means his ruling paffion. If 
he defire with avidity the objects that are 
fhewn him, it is rather through childith curio- 
fity than any real want. Neverthelefs, we 
muft not expeét to receive every kind of 
affiftance, unlefs we hold out to him the at- 
traction of reward. | 
Another reafon which urged me to haften 
my return to Orange-River, was the ftate in 
which I had left my camp. My giraffe, ex- 
pofed upon ftakes, might fpoil; my collec- 
tions, the fruit of eleven months labour, ran 
the fame rifk; and I had to expe& from 
Swanepoel more good-will than real care... By 
committing to his charge the general infpec- 
tion of my caravan, I had affigned to him an 
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- employment which, fuited to his age, required 

but little fatigue. | He was accuftomed to this: 
imactive kind of life; for, when he had fwept 
my tent, and made my coffee or my tea, he 
~ conceived himfelf to have difcharged the ome 
ties of the whole day. 

In: fuch a character, I had Kittle reafon 
to expe& that activity which would be re- 
quired to keep my camp in order during 
my long abfence. Befides, who could infure 
the life of an old man! And, even if he fhould 
only be fick, what caufe fhould I have for 
alarm refpecting the fruits of fo much labour! 

In the midft of this perplexity, and thefe 
wavering determinations, occafioned by the 
uncertainty of the means to carry them into 
execution, I refolved to confult my faithful 
Klaas. - When under embarrafling eircum- 
ftances, this worthy Hottentot was generally 
my counfellor; and I always found that he 
-poffefled a fhare of good fenfe equal to his at=: 
tachment and courage. I, therefore, commu- 
nicated to him my reflections, my new plans, 
and told him the difficulties as well as the 
hopes with which I forefaw they would be at- 
tended. 

He 
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‘He liftened with great attention ; and then, 
| friking his hand againft mine, faid, that he 
agreed with me refpeting my new arrange- 
ment, and particularly my defign of travelling in 
future with oxen of burden only.‘ With re- 
** gard,” added he, “to your defire of paying a . 
*¢ vifitto the Houzouanas, I have no occafion to 
** affure you I am ready this inftant to depart. 
“ You know that, wherever you may choofe 
‘to go, Klaas will follow you faithfully and 
* with pleafure ; but if you think it neceflary, 
‘as I do, to have a few trufty perfons along 
“ with us, I can an{wer for five of my com- 
- “yrades, upon whom you may rely, even to 
_ death, as firmly as you may upon me,” 
This proteftation of attachment from a man 
of approved zeal, and the aflurance he gave 
me of the courage and refolution of his com- 
rades, afforded me {fo much fatisfa@tion, that, 
in the firft tranfports of my joy, I was almoft 
tempted to difmifs all thofe who were of na 
ufe to me, and to fet out that very moment, 
A return of reflection, however, checked me ; 
{ faw that the delay of half a day would be 
of advantage to make preparation. I confe- 
quently put off my departure till the next 
| K 2 morning ; 
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morning; and, giving orders to the five men 
recommended by Klaas to hold themfelves in 
readineis to ftart early, | declared to the reft 
that I would leave them mafters of their con- 
duct; but that I was ready, neverthelefs, to 
admit into my company fuch as might have 
the courage to follow me. 

My new plan was to vifit the Houzouanas, 
and to return to my camp at Orange-River, 
not by the route I had purfued in coming hi- 
ther, but by any other which might give me 
an opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
new hordes. When I arrived at the camp, I 
intended to relume my waggons, to proceed 
by a different road to the Cape, where I meant 
to leave them, and to begin, at a better chofen 
period and only with oxen of burden, a third 
journey, in which I expected more fuccefs 
than in my fecond; and which I was defirous 
of undertaking through the countries fituated 
on the eaft of the Camis. | 

To execute this plan, I forefaw hat k(heuila | 
have occafion for the fervices of the Houzou- 
anas; and on that account I was anxious to 
put them to the teft, and endeavour to fecure 
their friendthip. Befides, my new mode of 

travelling, 
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travelling, lighter as well as more commodi- 
ous, and at the fame time lefs tedious, feemed 
jikely to furnifh me with more abundant re- 
fources, and to facilitate difcoveries, with the 
hopes of which my imagination was already 
enchanted. 

At break of day, my whole caravan was in— 
teadinefs to depart. During the night, the 
Greater Nimiquas held a council together, and, 
as I forefaw, refolved to accompany me, not 
through courage or attachment, but from mere 
‘cowardice, and a dread of being attacked by 
the Bofhmen, if they attempted to return 
without an efcort. 

My Hottentots, who thought themfelves 
much fuperiorto the Greater Nimiquas, and who 
were afhamed to appear lefs courageous,affeted 
to thew ftill more ardour ; and their example 
induced the reft of the company to imitate 
them. My Koraquas, Kaminouquas, Leffler 
Nimiquas, and the people of Bafter’s horde, 
all vied with each other in eagernefs to be of 
the party, and each {trove who fhould thew 
the greate{t impatience to depart. The San- 
dal-bearers, whofe accounts had excited fo 
much terror, were now objects of laughter: 

K 4 they 
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they became the fubje& of univerfal ridicules s 
and it was faid, that they had refufed to ac= 
company me, becaufe they were afraid to wet 
or fpoil their fandals. 

Before I thought of departing, I took care 
to get from them fuch information as they were 

able to give me refpeCting the route I ought 
to purfue. They told me that, after march- 
‘ing a day or two towards the north, I fthould 
find a vaft plain terminated on the eat by a 
chain of mountains ; that I muft crofs this 
plain; and that among the rocks of the moun- 
tains I fhould find the eftablifhment of the 
Houzouanas of whom they had fpoken. 

_ Agrecably to thefe inftructions I proceeded 
towards the eaft; and we halted about noon on 
the borders of a falt lake, in which we found 
a cryftallized theet of falt. It had probably 
been formed and had floated’ at the furface ; 
but the ftorm, a few days before,. had carried 
thither fo much rain, that it was now depreffed, 
and fituated between the two waters. 

"While my people were fitting on the bank 
of this lake, getting ready for dinner, they ob- 
ferved four men, at a diftance, crofling the 
plain. At this fight sig were almoft petrified 
« with 
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with tefror; they cried out immediately that 
they were Houzouanas; and, though they 
were themfelves ten or twelve to one, they 
were already afraid of being attacked. The 
courage difplayed in the morning vanifhed in — 
an inftant ; the whole company fuddenly loft 
their appetite; and I know not what might 
have been the confequence of this general 
alarm, had not Klaas haftened as expeditiouily 

as poflible to inform me of what was pafling. 
Having applied my perfpective glafs to my 
eye, to examine the four ftrangers, I perceived 
them to be men apparently of an extraordinary 
fize; whereas the Houzouanas, according to 
the account which I had heard, were little 
better than pigmies, not exceeding at moft 
four feet and a half in height. I fired fome 
fhots, in order that they might obferve us—~ 
which they foon did; but the reports alarmed _ 

them, and they difappeared in an inftant. 

_ Among the inconveniencies of this journey, 
there was one refpecting which the Sandal- 
bearers had given me no intimation. T he 
- ground over which we were obliged to travel 
was hollow and {welled up; fo that, like a 
piece of paftry expofed to too violent a heat, 
it 
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it formed a cruft feparated from the foil, and 
might not only have concealed innumerable fas 
milies of little animals, but would have allowed 
them to proceed feveral leagues, in all di- 
rections, between the two ftrata. | 

The greater part of my oxen, and thofe 
particularly that were heavily loaded, funk half 
a foot deep at every flep; and thefe continual 
falls tormented and rendered them almoft fu- 
rious. We ourfelves were not exempted from 
the fame accidents. In a moment when we 
leaft expected it, the ground would give way 
under us; and it may be readily conceived 
how much we muft be fatigued and put out of 
patience by fo incommodious a march. 

To this another inconvenience, flill more 
infupportable and difcouraging, was added. I 
mean that of the faline cryftallization, which, 
as it lay every where difperfed, and was ftruck 
upon by the fervid rays of the fun, feorched 
us by its burning reverberation, at the fame 
time that its refleQion dazzled ue. The light 


duft by which it, was covered, and which ~~ 


formed a part of it, was raifed around us by 
the {malleft breath of wind: we ourfelves. 
alfo, by the motion neceflary in walking, ex- 

| . cited 
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cited thick clouds of it, which flew into our 
faces, and inflamed our eyes; and, as we were 
obliged to inipire it in breathing, our noftrils 
became ulcerated by it. Millions of gnats 
could not have been more intolerable. Our 
lips even were attacked by it, and in fuch a 
‘manner that the blood ftarted from them 
when we made the leaft effort to fpeak; fo 
that to pronounce a fentence «was next to 
torture. | | 
To efcape this fcourge, I made preparations 
after dinner for refuming my journey; but a 
ftorm that came on fufpended our march, and 
obliged us to pafs the night near the lake. 
This difappointment, however, was attended 
with fome benefit to my people. “ Neceflity,” 
fays a French poet, “ is the mother of inven- 
“tion.” In the journey of the morning, they 
had f{uffered extremely from the heat of the 
fun. To fecure themfelves from it. in future, 
they converted all the dried fheep and antelopes’ 
fkins which they had in their poffeffion into 
round hats; which, being drawn down over 
the ears, andtied with thongs under the chin, 
gave them a ridiculous kind of refemblance to 
the Alfacians in the neighbourhood of Straf- 


burgh, 
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burgh, when they go into the fields to weed 
their pulfe and their tobacco. 


The acute pains which [experienced inmy - 


eyes and throat, and the dread of experiencing 
_ others ftill more dangerous, induced me alfo 
to ufe fome precautions. It was not, like my 
people, to fhelter my head; for my hat, flap- 
ped and clofely ftuck round with oftrich fea- 
thers, was in that refpect a fufficient defence 3 
but I withed to make a fcreen to preferve my 
eyes from the dazzling reverberation of the fun, 
and that might ferve at the fame time to keep 
off thofe clouds of cauftic duft by which rtd 


face was ulcerated. 


~ 


With this view, I formed of wire the fkele- | 


ton of a fmall umbrella, which I covered with - 


a handkerchief, and which, being fufficiently 
light that it could in no manner fatigue me, 
became exceedingly ufeful. My people thought 
it f{o commodious, that they all wifhed to imi- 


_ tate it; and, changing the form of the fkins 


which, they had placed upon their heads, they 


transformed them into umbrellas. Thefe ar- 


ticles were awkwardly made, I allow; but 
they had their advantage, and were a great 
refource to us On Our journey. 4 


Some — 
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_ Sonie of my people, however, fell upon an 
invention ftill more ridiculous: ‘They affixed 
to fome poles the large fkin of a buffalo, and 
carried it above their heads in the form of 4 
canopy. 

The women alone fupported swith courage 
the extreme fatigue of fo extraordinary a jour- 
ney. Nothing could difcompofe their good 
humour. Being of a cheerful difpotition, and 
always fportful, they indulged in pleafantry at 
the expence of the men and their ridiculous 
appearance. For me, I was on foot like the 
women, and braved every fatigue ;. both that 
I might fpare my horfes, and not hazard my 
life upon animals which, frequently fumbling 
and falling on their knees, would infallibly 
have broken my neck. Under the prefent cirs 
cumftances, the indefatigable courage of the 
women was an invaluable advantage. By 
exciting their fhame, they acted asa fpur 
on the indolence and backwardnefs of the men, 
who, ignorant of the particular motives of my — 

journey, confidered it onl y as the effects of ex 
_ travagant temerity. 

_ In the courfe of the day we experienced, 

sotwithftanding our precautions and our um- 
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brellas, an increafe of our fufferings. Owing 
either to the action of the exceffive heat, or to 
the effect of the climate or the faline duft, 
we were feized with. frequent. bleedings at 
the nofe and intolerable pains in the head. 

A fever, which feemed to accompany thefe 
fymptoms, brought on, what my Hottentots 
had never experienced, and what I alfo felt for 
the firft time, a confufion of fight and. giddi- 
nefs, or rather a real delirium. We thought | 
we faw before us waggons, towns or kraals, 
numerous flocks, and,.in fhort, a thoufand 
different objects, which changed their form 
and produced others, in proportion as we ad- 
vanced. 

A remarkable circumftance, which filled 
us with alarm, and made us fenfible of the 
danger of our fituation, was, that none of 
us faw the fame thing; and that what to one 
was a mountain was ariver to another. Soon; 
however, we learned to miftruft thefe fan- 
taftical vifions; and, being aflured by expe- 
rience that they were only imaginary, we no 
longer believed in their reality. 

The effect, indeed, was not unremitted. At 
fome moments it entirely ceafed, and permitted 

our 
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our eyes to fee objects as they really exilted, 
At others, on the contrary, our vifual faculty 
was fuddenly annihilated, we experienced a 
temporary lofs of fight, and for fome minutes | 
remained as it were blind. 

All thefe contradiGtory effe€ts, which de- 
{troyed each other, were by my people afcribed 
to forcery. For my part, I confidered them — 
as occafioned principally by the aGion of the 
fun ; for, though it was upwards of feven weeks 
fince it had, quitted the tropic, and confe- 
quently, in advancing towards the equator, it 
darted upon us only oblique rays, 1t had never- 
thelefs fo heated. the earth, and the atmoiphere 
was fo fcorching, that the thermometer re- 
mained conftantly above 100%. | 

Whatever may have been the caule of our 
fufferings, it had an influence on my confitu- 
tton. Since that period | have been fubject to 
hemorrhages and head-achs, to which I was 
before a ftranger, and with which, perhaps, F 
fhall be occafionally attacked during sal rex 
mainder of my life. , 

I have as yet faid nothing of the torment 
ing thirft to which we were condemned dur- 
ing the whole journey. Nas indeed, found 


every 
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every where abundance of water, left by the 
ftorm the preceding evening; but the earth 
which it had wathed away in its courfe made it 
fo falt that it was impoffible to drink it. My cat 
tle, however, accuftomed to brackifh fprings, 
did not reject it: which was a fortunate cir- 
cumftance. For my part, I would rather have 
fwallowed fo much brine. However, to our 
- extreme joy, we found here and there in the 
cavities of the rocks fome {mall pools formed 
by the rain, the water of which was nisi 
able. 

On the third day, [ at  1daigth diNinguithed 
the plain and the mountains which had been 
defcribed to me by the Sandal-bearers. When 
I make ufe of the word plain, the reader muft 
not affix to it the ftri@t meahing which it has 
in the French language. In Africa, this name 
is given to certain {paces which, furrounded 
by high mountains, prefent only’ rocks and 
hills of much lefs fize, by which they’ are in« 
terfected. ' 

We advanced into this orelehded stl have 
—4ng in front the mountains faid to be the re- 
treat of the Houzouanas. They were ‘only 
about five or fix leagues diftant,. and appeared 

to 
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to me to extend from fouth to north farther 
than the eye could reach. I was unwilling, 
eerc:, to entangle my elf among them at 
hazard, | | 

‘On the other hand, it was impoffitle for me 
to difpatch fome of my Flottentots before, ac~ 
cording to my ufual cuftom, to ‘announce my 
approach, and to prepare the minds of the 
Houzouanas for my arrival. Had I made fuch 
a propofal to any of them, they would have 
formally refufed me. I was loth even to put 
the attachment of Klaas to fo great a trial, 
whatever readinefs he had hitherto fhewn to 
obey me. In this embarraffment I could des. 
pend only on myfelf, and wait the circum-- 
flances that might arife to determine my con- 
gud. | 
— Thalted, therefore, and ae my encamp-_ 
ment to be formed, in hopes that I fhould di 
cover, during the night, the fires lighted by 
the Houzouanas in their mountains. ‘Thefe 
fignals, I concluded, would point out to me 
the {pots which they inhabited, and, by di- 
recling my route, prevent me from lofing my 
way. It was, however, neceflary that I fhould 
not be difcovered by them, and that confe- 
Voz. III. a quently 
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quently no fires fhould be kindled in my 


camp. 
| But this meafure was become hagemdicalhe 
On my arrival I had feen confiderable herds of 
zebras. I had feen alfo other herds, ftill more 
numerous, of the fpecies of gnou, already men- 
tioned ; and I knew that fuch a number of wild 
quadrupeds muft neceflarily attract beafts of 
prey. How then could Irun the rifk of paff- 
ing a night without fires in a ftrange country, 
and in all probability infefled by lions and 
«tiers © , 
Abandoning, therefore, my firft defign, I 
began to examine the neighbourhood, making 
fome of my people alfo patrole around, in order 
to be aflured that there were no’ enemies near 
us. Ithen, at the clofe of the day, gave orders 
that feveral large fires fhould be kindled, and 
that they fhould be multiplied as much as pof- 
fible, difpofing them, however, in fuch a man- — 
ner that they might enable us to diftinguifh, 
ata diftance, if any thing dangerous fhould ap- 
pear. | 
To overawe the Houzouanas, in cafe any 
of them fhould accidentally perceive us, I or- 
dered’ a Bena difcharge of mufquetry ; and I 
took 
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took care from time to time to fire feveral fhots. 
during the night. 

In the courfe of the night, I obferved at a 
diftance towards the fouth a very large fire, 
which, by its extent, appeared to be a confla- 
gration of dry grafs on the fides of the moun- 
tains, and much nearer before us, to the weft, 
three others, which I fuppofed to be fig- 
nals. . The latter feemed to announce that I 
was in the neighbourhood of a horde, either 
of the Houzouanas or of fome other nation ; 
and I confequently refolved, as foon as day 
fhould appear, ‘to advance towards the moun- 
tains. 

When about to Acpaxt I fai myfelf once 
more retarded by the timidity of my people, 
who, being again feized with their former ter- 
ror, were afraid to penetrate farther. When 
we quitted the horde of the Sandal-bearers, the 
danger had appeared only at.a diftance, in 
perfpective, and they had braved it; but now, 
when they beheld it near and magnified by 
imagination, it entirely damped their courage. - 

My patroles, my fires, and thofe precau- 
tions for our fafety which I had thought pro- 
per to employ during the night, had ferved 

Lia only 
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only to augment thei terror. They be= 
gan to apprehend, that I withed to advance 


even beyond the country of the Houzouanas. - 


They accufed Klaas of having deceived the 


whole company, by making them believe that 


my intenthon was to return to my camp at 
Orange-River, after I had vifited that nation, 


while all my preparations feemed to announce 


plans perfeily the reverfe; and this reafon- 
ing was not deftitute of probability, as I had 
hitherto faid nothing refpe€ting the proxi~ 
mity of my return. 

Such was the fill increafing etwtvleia Miidient 
of my fituation. The great number of perfons 
who were in my fuite, their lazinefs, their 
pufillanimity, and their want of fubordination, 
~ were continually raifing up obftacles, which 


{topped my progrefs, and thwarted my de- 


figns. Several times had I already formed a 
refolution to difembarrafs myfelf from them, 
amd to continue my journey with Klaas only, 
and the four men for whofe fidelity he had 
pledged himfelf; and T again found myfelf 
reduced to the neceffity of adopting it. 


Before I proceeded, however, to this: extre- 


mity, [ was defirous to fee them myfelf of my 
f peedy 
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fpeedy return, and thus to difcharge the pro- 

mife made them by Klaas. I declared then 
that, after having vifited the Houzouanas and 
traverfed their mountains, I would proceed 
back by the fouth-weft, which [ pointed our 
to them, either to the fea or the mouth of 
Fifh-River; and that then, advancing up its 
courfe till we found a ford at which to crofs 
it, I would repair to my camp at Orange- | 
River. 

Such a plan was calculated to excite alarm, 
by the long winding circuit which it announ- 
ced, But it calmed the fimple perfonages [ 
had to deal with, who had no idea of its ex- 
tent, and who, accuftomed to fee the fun rife 
and fet every day without refle€ting on his 
progrefs, and without thinking of to-morrow, 
knew nothing of this weftern route, and faw 
in it only the means of returning. 

My words, indeed, were not able to ronfe 
their depreffed courage ; but they brought 
back to their hearts the 1 i lufion of hope: and 
it was my bufinels to take advantage of their 
_difpofition to accomplith my views. When 
‘I gave the fignal for our departure, every 
thing was in motion in my camp as ufual; 
L 3 but 
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but no one fhewed that ardour of obedience 
which half enfures fuccefs. My people fol- 
lowed me, it is true, and this is all I can fay; 
but I forefaw, from the flownefs of their mo- 
tions, that it would be difficult, to prolong the 
delufion I had created. 

‘| had no hopes of meeting with good water, 
till I fhould reach the bottom of the moun- 
tains; but my people, in their terror; wan- 


dered fo often from our route, in order togain ~ _ 


time and retard the moment of our arrival, 
that they happened to find fome. I was obli- 
ged, therefore, to halt and encamp near it, 
though we had travelled as yetonly fourleagues. 

During the night, we obferved the fame. 
fires as we had feen the evening before; and 
at break of day I refolved to go out myfelfon 
difcovery, carrying with mea few prefents. 

On this occafion I did not take even Klaas - 
along with me: he was become too neceflary 
in my camp; and I left him behind me that, 
in cafe of alarm, he might keep together and 
encourage my people: but I was’ accompanied. 
by four men who voluntarily offered their fer- 
vices, and who, like myfelf, were completely 
armed. : 
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At firft I direfted my courfe, as much as the 
ravines and defiles would permit, towards the 
place where we had obferved the fires. Having 
arrived with great caution at the bottom of the 
mountains, I found it neceflary to afcend in a 

northern dire€tion, as I perceived that the 
; windings had made us defcend too low. 

The fpace traverfed by thefe circuitous 
marches prefented only to my, view, rocks 
piled one upon another, and crowned with 
peaks ftill more elevated. The afpect of them 
was truly hideous; and, but for fome mifer- 
able and ftunted fhrubs which here and there 
difplayed their melancholy vegetation, [ fhould 
have beheld nothing but the dreary picture of 
dead and inanimate nature. The horror of 
this defert was ftill increafed by the filence 
which prevailed around. ‘We heard only at 
certain diftances the fhrill, cry of fome dama- 
antelopes, and the difcordant noife of birds of 
prey, with which the ear was equally | oT | 
treffed. 

I was apprehenfive, left the miftake which 
had led us aftray fhould expofe us to fome dif- 
agreeable adventure : by the happiett chance, 
~ however, it led to. the difcovery of what 
L4 with 
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with fo much eagernefs and uncertainty I was 
fearching for. 

In traverfing the defiles, we perceived the 
frefh traces of human feet. They conducted 
us towards fome rocks, which we clambered 
up ; and we found there warm afhes and a few 
remains of coals flill, burning. It was evi- 
dent, ‘that £ hres had been kindled there during 
the night; and the veftiges fiill fubfifting an- 
nounced to us, that the country was inhabited, 
and that the objects of our purfuit could be at 
no great diftance. - ae me 

Notwithfanding all the precautions we had - 
hitherto taken, this difcovery induced us to 
double our attention. In short, after march- 
ing fome time, we arrived at a Zsa which: 
iffued from the entrance of a narrow. defile. 
On its banks fome cows were feeding; and 
at the diftance of four hundred paces farther 
towards the defile, ftood a certain num- 
ber of huts, the habitations of the Houzoua. 
nas, 
At the moment of our arrival, none of them 
were abroad but the women, who, on per- 
eciving us, fent forth a cry of eh Upon 
this fignal, the men came out of their huts, 

a "armed 
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armed with bows and arrows; and the whole 
troop, entering the defile, pofted themfelves 
‘on a fmall eminence, from which they watch- 
ed our condudt with fteadinefs and aflurance, 
in order to determine thereby what conduct 
they fhould purfue. 

At the difiance at which I ftood, I had no © 
hopes of making them hear me: and, befides, 
what could I fay to people with whofe lan- 
guage I was totally unacquainted? I refolved, 
therefore, to employ one which I fuppofed 
‘ they might comprehend ; and I made, as did 
alfo my companions, every fign of friendfhip 
that thé circumftances of the moment fug- 
gefted. This language, however, was new 
to them: they feemed not. to underftand it; 
wid | found myfelf reduced to the neceffity of 
trying the enly one likely to be intelligible, I 
mean that of prefents. : 

IT advanced then towards their huts; but [ 
found them all empty, except one in which 
there was a little dog. At the entrance of 
another lay-a heap of reeds, and a few fharp- 
ened bones, deftined, no doubt, for making 
arrows. Imitating the manner of thofe who | 
attract domeftic animals by placing before 
| a them 
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them fome dainty, I depofited, near the reeds, 
a {mall quantity of tobacco and fome glafs 
beads, and then returned to my former ftation. 

While I was thus: employed, they had re- 
moved to a greater diftance; but, when I re- 
tired, they again drew near, and at length came 
to the huts, and took up the wh aoe I had sg 
there. | 

The attention. with which they examined 
it, and the pleafure it feemed to afford them, 
led me to believe that, after thefe preliminaries 
of friendfhip, I might venture to accoft them. 
I advanced therefore once more, followed by. 
my company; but they retired in the fame 
manner as before. 

They removed; indeed, to a greater diftance 
than at firft; but I remarked that they feemed 
to. be deliberating together, and. I flattered 
myfelf that they would not delay to enter 
into a conference with me. I thought proper, 
therefore, to make another attempt ; -and bake? 
ing anew prefent of tobacco and beads, I held 
it up to them, that they might fee it, and ad~ 

vanced towards them alone. : 

This mode of negotiation fucceeded. One 
of the men left his companions, and, approacha 

ing 
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ing me, ftopped at the diftance of a hundred 
paces to afk who I was, and what I wanted. 

“I remarked with furprife, that this man was 
black, while the reft of the horde, both men 
and women, were much lefs fo than even the 
Hottentots. But what aftonifhed me ftill 
more was to hear him addrefs me in the Hot- 
tentot language. I replied in the fame lan- 
euage, that I wasa traveller who withed to be 
acquainted with the country he inhabited, and 
was defirous, if poffible, ‘to find friends in it. 

»He then came up to me; and my four at- 
tendants, having advanced alfo, were as much 
aftonifhed as I was to feea perfon of their 
own nation. They entered into converfation 
with him, aflured him of the truth of what 
Thad faid, and gained fo entirely his confi- 
dence, that he immediately made a ieee to his 
companions to join him. 

The women, more miftruftful and circum- | 
f{pe&t, remained in groups near the huts, wait- ° 
ing for the refult of the conference, and 
watching us with an eye of curiofity. The 
men all flocked around us. I diftributed © 
among them the tobacco and beads which I had 
qoewn them ; and thefe wolves, who had been 
‘ | painted 
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painted to me as fo ferocious, teen to be as 
harmlefs as lambs. _ is 

I had, however, no fooner rendered them 
traGtable, than I was obliged to leave them. 
My march had taken up a great deal of my 
time, the day was far advanced, and I was 
apprehentive that, if I remained any longer, 
my abfence might alarm my people; or that 
I fhould expofe myfelf to the hazard of lofing 
my way during the night, ina country with, 
which I was totally unacquainted. 

I told the Houzouanas, therefore, that I 
would return next morning, and encamp on 
the banks of their rivulet. I again affured 
them, that they ‘would find in'me a friend al~ 
ways ready to oblige and to defend them. I 
engaged that they fhould experience from my 
people neither infult nor injury; but I de- 
clared, at the fame time, that, if they gave 
me the leaft cafe of complaint, I would em- 
ploy againft them all my refources, and In 
- that cafe they would’ find ny ftrength far 

fuperior to theirs. : 

I employed the Hottentot as an interpreter 
to communicate to them thefe fentiments; 
and through the fame medium 1 received a 

| 4 eer, 
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very fatisfactory anfwer. I obferved that this 
man,,befides the Hottentot language, {poke 
alfo pretty good Dutch. He offered very 
readily to ferve me as guide to my camp, to 
pafs the night there, and to return with me. 
hext morning to the horde. He was over- 
joyed to find countrymen with whom he could 
converfe in his maternal tongue; and I was 
equally glad to find in him a confidence which 
contributed to ftrengthen mine. I accepted his 
- offer, therefore, with gratitude, and we imme- 
diately fet out. 

My readers will. not doubt, Aa my » fit 
care on the road was to afk him, by what ad- 
venture he had been tranfplanted among the 
Houzouanas. Heinformed me, that he wasborn 
in the neighbourhood of the Camis, and -had 
lived feveral years fubjeCt to the company ; but’. 
that, having been treated in various inftances 
with injuftice, he had deferted with a negro 
flave belonging to the fame mafter, and, after 
wandering about for a long time, had at laft 
foughtanafylum and proteCtion among the Hou- 
zouanas, ‘The negro had died from the effet 
of a poifoned arrow, by which he was wound- 
ed in a fkirmifh the horde had been engaged 
? in 
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in with a ftrange tribe. Being thus deprived 
of his companion, he continued to live with his 
protectors, and by his courage he was become 
in a manner their chief. : 

Texcufed his defertion; it appeared to me 
lawful and right ; but I could not comprehend 
why he had preferred a refidence among ban- 
ditti, whofe profeflion was robbery and mur- 
der. Having, fomewhat mildly, reproached 
him on this account, he addrefled aie fol-. 
lows: 

He Fiokidsuasiea are by no means what 
‘* you fuppofe them to be, murderers by pro- 
“fefion. If they fometimes fhed blood, it is © 
“not from a thirft of carnage, but to make. 
“juft reprifals that they take up arms. At- 
“‘ tacked and perfecuted by furrounding na- © 
“ tions, they have found themfelves reduced to 
“the neceflity of flying to inacceffible places 
“* among the barren mountains, where no 
“ other people could exift. | 

“If they find antelopes and damansto kill ; 
‘cif the nymphs of ants are abundant; or if ) 
_ their good fortune brings them plenty of lo- 
“‘ cufts, they remain withinthe precinéts of 
“ their rocks ; but, if the provifions neceflary 

6¢ to 
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® to fubfiftence fail, the nationsin their neigh- - 
* bourhood muft fufler. From the fummits of 
*¢ their mountains, they furvey at a diftance the 
*¢ countries. around ; and, if they obferve cat- 
** tle, they make an incurfion to carry them of, 
‘or flaughter them upon the {pot, according 
** tocircumftances ; but though they rob they 
*“ never kill, except to defend their lives, or 
“ by way of retaliation to revenge an ancient 

** injury. 
“ It happens fometimes, puna that nee 
“ very fatiguing expeditions they return with- 
“ out booty ; either becaufe the objects of their 
‘attack have difappeared, or becaufe they 
** have been repulfed and beaten. In fuch cafes, 
“‘ the women, exafperated by hunger and the 
 Jamentation of their children crying for food, 
“become almoft furious with paffion. Re- 
“* proaches, infult, and threats, are employed ; 
“ they wifh to feparate from fuch daftardly 
“ men, to quit hufbands deftitute of courage, 
“ and to feek others who will be more anxious 
“ to procure provifion for them and their chil- 
“dren. In hort, having exhaufted whatever 
“rage or defpair can fuggeft, they pull off 
* their {mall apron of modefty, and beat their 
: “© hufbands 
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“s aa about the head with it till theif 
© arms are weary of the exercife. 

** Of all the affronts which they can offer, 
this is the moit infulting. Unable sities: 
“ ftand it, the men in their turn become furi-+ 
“ous. They put on their war-cap, a fort of 
“ helmet made with the fkin that covers the 
“neck of the hyena, the long hair of which 
“ forms a creft that floats over the head, and, 
“ fetting out like madmen, never return till 
“‘ they have fucceeded in Ca ae off eras 
a eattle.) J, 

“ When they come back, their wives 20 to - 
«‘ meet them, and extol their courage amidft 
«< the fondeft careffes. Ina word, nothing is 
“ then thought of but mirth and jollity ; and, 
¢ till fimilar fcenes are recalled by fimilar wants, 
* pafi evils are forgotten.’ 

Such was the fubftance of the details by 
which my guide endeavoured to juftify the 
conduc of the Houzouanas—a condud ren= 
dered neceflary by want, and fufficiently autho-- 
rifed by their quality of favages. With our 
laws, civilization, manners, and the prejudices 
we thence imbibe, we confider it as fomething 
monflrous, to find, in the favage fiate, hordes 
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of free-booters, who give themfelves up to 
continual rapine, to war and its concomitant 
dangers, in order to avoid hunger and find the 
means of appeafing it. But which is, in re 
ality, the greateft favage—he who has lands and 
flocks, who fixes himfelf to one {pot, who is 
acquainted with barter and fubfifts by. the 
practice of commerce; or he who trufts merely 
to his ftrength, and waits for the moment of 
need, before he thinks of procuring what he 
may have occafion for? Laws, civilization, 
and morals, muft undoubtedly have the pre- 
ference ; but the evils which they often bring 
in their train infinitely diminith, in my eyes, 
the misfortune of inhabiting a defert and of 
being thereby ignorant of them. 

When my Hottentot arrived at the camp, 
his prefence occafioned a fort of ftupor. Had 
he fallen from the clouds, he could not, in my | 
opinion, have produced more aftonifhment. 
He was foon furrounded by my people, each 
withing to know by what fingular adventures 
he had got to fuch a diftance from his native 
country. So highly was their curiofity excit- 
ed that they never quitted him ; and, after they 
had given him fome refrefhment, they em- 
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ployed the remainder of the time till the mo- 
ment of our departure, without fuffering him 
to reft during the night even, in putting quef- 
tions to him and hearing his replies. 

Next morning I proceeded, as I had announ- 
ced, to pitch my tent on the banks of the rivu- 
let. In my way thither, I fill obferved that 
faline fubftance of which I have already 
{poken; but on the mountain it no longer 
exifted, and I could difcover no traces of it, 

The return of the Hottentot freed the 
Tfouzouanas from their fear; and the accounts 
which he gave of my behaviour infpired 
them with the utmoft confidence. Scarcely 
had 1 arranged my camp, when they all came 
in a friendly manner to vifitme. You would 
have fuppofed that we had been long united by 
reciprocal fentiments of fraternity ; but it was 
not thus with my people. The name Hou- 
zouana had ftruck their minds with fo much 
dread, their prejudices were fo deeply rooted, 
that they could not look at them without a 
- panic; and, till the moment of our departure, 
they continued to behold them with the fame 
horror. 

What, during my firft journey, had been the 
fear 
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fear they entertained of the Caffres, fuch in my 
fecond was that infpired by the Houzouanas ; 
and I had no more-hope of curing it in the 
préfent than in the former inftance. ‘The fa- 
vage, furrounded by enemies and dangers, muft 
neceflarily be miftruftful and fufpicious. If, 
among the enemies he has to dread, there are 
fome who are truly formidable, his miftruft is | 
converted into terror. The name alone of thefe 
~ will make him tremble; he gives credit to the 
moft improbable tales and the moft ridiculous 
fables that may be told refpecting them ; and, 
being thus previoufly fubjeéted by his nana 
he becomes an eafy conqueft. The firft fuc- 
cefsful expedition is fufficient to eftablith the 
empire of one horde over all the reft. Such 
has been the fortune of the Houzouanas ; their 
name is tranfmitted with terror from staileh to 
mouth; their renown is conveyed from dif 
trict to diftriat, even to the Cape, where 
the moft abfurd relations are propagated con- 
cerning them. Their wandering life gives 
to thefe relations additional credit ; the im- 
: pofibility of knowing them aigub lee. in the 
eyes of the other favages, their real ftrength ; 

and ony are believed to be numerous, becaufe 
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they are feen always active, and take their ené- 
mies by furprife. 

Their horde, very inconfiderable of itfelf, 
was ftill more fo at this time, by the abfence of 
a part of thofe who compofed it. They had 
gone out, as they term it, to procure provifion ; 
and there remained in the kraal twenty-feven 
men only, feven women, and afew children. 
Thefe waited for the return of their compa- 
nions, in order to quit their eftablifhment, and 
repair ina body, by a fouth-weft route, to- 
wards the mouth of Orange-River. Men, 
whofe mode of life fubjeéts them to the conti- 
nual apprehenfion of being attacked, or who are. 
frequently obliged to make diftant. excurfions, 
cannot long inhabit the fame fpot. It was 
enly in the courfe of their pafling it, that they 
had fettled near the rivulet; and it was a for- 
tunate circumftance for me that I fell in with 
them. | 

The Houzouanas are of ne ftature ; and 
a perfon five feet four inches in height i 1S aC= 
counted among them very tall; but in their 
little bodies, perfe&ly well proportioned, are 
united, with furprifing ftrength and agility, 
a certain air of aflurance, boldnefs, and haugh- 
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tinefs, which awes the beholder, and with which 
I was greatly pleafed. Of all the favage races, 
I have feen none that appeared to be endowed > 
with fo active a mind, and fo hardy a conftitu- 
tion. ) 
Their head, though it exhibits the principal 
_ characteriftics of that of the Hottentot, is, how- 
ever, rounder towards the chin. They are- 
alfo not fo black in complexion ; but have the 
lead colour of the Malays, diftinguifhed at the 
Cape by the name of bouguimée. Their hair, 
more woolly, is fo fhort that I imagined at firft 
their heads to have been fhaved. The nofe too 
is ftill flatter than that of the Hottentots; or, 
rather, they feem altogether deftitute of a 
nofe; what they have confifting only of two | 
broad noftrils which projet at moft but five or 
fix lines, Accordingly, mine being the only 
one in the company formed after the European 
manner, [ appeared in their eyes as a being 
disfigured by nature. "They could not be re-. 
conciled to this difference, which they con- 
fidered as a monftrous deformity ; and, during 
the firft days of my refidence among them, I 
faw their eyes continually fixed on my coun-_ 
M 3 tenance, 
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tenance, with an air of aftonifhment truly 
laughable. 

From this conformation of the nofe, a Hou- 
zouana, when feen in profiie, is the reverfe of 
handfome, and confiderably refembles an ape. 
When beheld in front, he prefents, on the firft 
view, an extraordinary appearance, as half the 
face feems to be fore-head. ‘The features, 
however, are fo expreflive, and the eyes fo 
large and lively, that, notwithftanding ‘this 
fingularity of. look, the countenance is tole< 
rably agreeable. 

As the heat of the climate in which he lives 
renders clothing unneceflary, he continues 
during the whole year almoft entirely naked, 
having no other .covering than a very fimall 
jackal-{fkin faflened round his loins by two | 
thongs, the extremities of which hang down to 
his knees. Hardened by this conftant habit of 
nakednefs, he becomes fo infenfible to the va- 
riations of the atmofphere, that, when he re- 
moves from the burning fands of the level 
country to the fnow and hoar-froft of his 
mountains, he feems indifferent to and not 
even to feel the cold, 

His 
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His hut in no-wife refembles that of the 
Hottentot. It appears as if cut vertically 
through the middle; fo that the hut of a Hot- 
tentot,would make two of thofe of the Hou- 
zouanas, During their emigrations, they leave 
them ftanding, in order that, if any other horde: 
of the fame nation pafs that way, they may 
make ufe of them. Whenona journey, they 
have nothing to repofe on but a mat fufpended 
from two fticks, and placed in an inclined 
potition. ‘They often even fleep on the bare 
ground. A projecting rock is then fufficient 
to fhelter them ; for every thing is fuited to a 
people whofe conftitutions are proof againft 
the fevereft fatigue. If, however, they {top 
any where to fojourn for a while, and find 
materials proper for conftruGing huts, they 
‘then form a kraal; but they abandon it. on 
their departure, as is the cafe with all the huts 
-which they erect. <9 

This cuftom of labouring for others of their — 
‘tribe announces a focial charaGter and. a bene- 
yolent difpofition. They are, indeed, not only 
affectionate hufbands and good fathers, but 
excellent companions. When they inhabit 

| M 4 a kraal, 
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a kraal, there is no fuch thing among them.as 
private property ; whatever they poflefs is in 
common. If two hordes of the fame nation 
meet, the reception is on both fides friendly ; 
they afford each other mutual protection, and 
confer reciprocal obligations. In fhort, they 
treat one another as brethren, though perhaps 
they are perfect ftrangers, and have never feen : 
each other before. | 

_ Aétive and nimble by nature, the Hou- 
zouana. confiders it as amufement to climb 
mountains and the moft elevated peaks ; and 
their {kill in this refpeét was very advan~ 
tageous to me, The rivulet near which I 
encamped had a coppery tafte and a naufeous _ 
fmell, which rendered it impofhble for me to 
drink the water. My cattle, accuftomed to. 
the bad water of the country, were fatisfied 
with it: but I was afraid that it might injure 
my people; and I would, on that account, not 
permit them to ufe it. The Houzouanas had 
no milk to give me, as they poffeffed only 
a few wretched cows which they had plun- 
dered. Having afked them if they knew of 
| any good {pring in the neighbourhood, to 


which 
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| which I could fend my company to procure a 
fupply of water, they fet out themfelves in an 
inftant, without making mea reply, clambered 
up their mountains, and in lefs than two hours 
brought back all my leather bottles and vellele 
full of excellent water. 

During the whole time of my refidence on 
the rivulet, they rendered me the fame fervice, 
uniformly difplaying the fame zeal and the fame 
readinefs, One of thefe expeditions would 
have employed my Hottentots a whole day. 

When on a journey, {carcity of water gives 
them no uneafinefs, even in the middle ofa 
defert. By a particular art they can difcover 
water that is concealed in the bowels of the 
earth; and their inftin, in this point, is even 
fuperior to that of the other Africans. Ani- 
mals, in like cafes of diftrefs, find water alfo ; 
but itis only by the fmell. There muft be a 
current of air to convey to them the exhalation 
which rifes from it; and confequently they 
muft be to the windward. While I refided in 
the defert, during my firft journey, my favages 
had fhown more than once the fame faculty ; 
and I myfelf acquired it alfo from their in- 
firuciion, as I have mentioned in my narrative. 

The 


170 TRAVELS IN 


The Houzouana, more expert, employs only | 
his fight. He throws himfelf flat on the 
ground, takes a diftant view, and, if the {pace — 
which he traverfes with his eye conceals any 
fubterranean fpring, he rifes and points with - 
his finger to the fpot where it is to be found, — 
The only thing by which he difcovers it is 
that ethereal and fubtile exhalation which eva- 
porates from every current of water, when not 
funk to too great a depth. : 

With regard to pools and other collections 
formed by the rain, as their evaporation is 
more fenfible, they are difcoverable even when | 
hid by an eminence or a hill; and the vapour 
of ftreams, fuch as rivers or rivulets, being ftill 
more abundant, is fo diftin@tly marked by it, 
that their courfe and even all their finuofities 
may betraced. | 

I endeavoured to learn this art of the Hou- 
zouanas, during the time. I refided amongft 
them. I followed their example, and practifed 
their leffons; and was at length able to make 
fimilar difcoveries, and with as much certainty.’ 
My talent, however, was far from being fo ex- 
‘tenfive as theirs; for, owing either to the na-’ 
tural weaknefs of my fight or the want of ex- 

‘= perience, 
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perience, I could diftinguith water at no greater 
diftance than three hundred paces, while they 
could perceive it at a diftance much more con- 
fiderable. 

The only arms of the Houzouanas are bows 
and arrows. The arrows, which are very 
fhort, are carried on the fhoulder in a quiver, 
about eighteen inches in length, and four in 
diameter, made of the bark of the aloe, and co- 
vered with the fkin of a large fpecies of lizard, 
which thefe wanderers find in all their rivers, 
particularly on the banks of Orange and F ifh- 
Weal or © . 

. Obliged to maintain a numerous troop. and 
being defirous that the whole horde fhould 
participate in my game, of which I procured 
abundance, I went out daily to the chace, al- 
ways accompanied by a great number of the. 
- Houzouanas. If I hunted in the mountains, 
I climbed the rocks with them. In the plain I 
ufed one of my horfes ; but, whether they fol- 
lowed me or were employed in driving towards 
me the zebras and antelopes, they fhowed ~ 
-themfelves indefatigable; and, however fat 
I rode, | always found tiem keep pace with . 
ae, : | 

My 
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My people, prejudiced againft this nation, 
were filled with alarm whenever they faw me 
thus occupied. Every report of my gun made 
them tremble. They continually ‘imagined 
that the Houzouanas were in the a& of aflaf- 
finating me, and that they fhould afterwards 
experience themfelves the fame fate; and they ~ 
never beheld me return to my camp without 
teftifying their joy, confidering me as a man. 
efcaped from death. | 

For myfelf, being daily employed in rondite: 
ing them fervices, and feeing thefe favages, on. 
their part, ever ready to oblige me, I laughed 
at fuch vain terrors. In my way, of judging, 
Thad nothing to apprehend from a people who 
gained fo much by my prefence, and wha 
_ would, confequently, have been confiderable 

lofers by my death. | 

During the long excurfions which we made. 
together, they in no inftance belied their cha- 
racter. In many refpects they appeared to 
refemble the Arabs, who, being alfo wander- 
ers, and like them brave and addicted to: ra- 
pine, adhere with unalterable: fidelity to their 
engagements, and defend, even to the laft drop 
of their blood, the traveller who civilly pur- 

chafes 
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chafes their fervices, and puts himfelf under 
their proteCtion. 

If my plan of traverfing from fouth to north 
the whole of Africa was at all practicable, I 
repeat it, it could have been accomplifhed only 
with the Houzouanas. [ am convinced that 
fifty men of this temperate, brave, and inde-= 
fatigable nation would have been fufficient to 
enable me to carry it into execution; and [ 
fhall always regret that I became acquainted 
with them too late for the trial, and at a period 
when numberlefs misfortunes had compelled 
me, for a time at leaft, to renounce the idea. 
With whatever confidence, however, their 
fidelity had infpired me, 1 did not negle& the 
precautions diGtated by prudence. I never 
trufted myfelf with them beyond the precin&s 
of my camp, unlefs when well armed. I will 
even confefs that, at firft, I made my people 
keep watch; that Thad conftantly a dog in 
my tent during the night; and that my fire- 
‘arms were always well loaded. But at the 
fame time I muft alfo acknowledge that, in 
taking thefe precautions, I had not fo much 
in. view the Houzouanas of the horde, as the 
reft of their nation, who; not being acquainted, 
Sioa ) and 
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and having contraétéd no alliance with mé, 
might dilcover my fires, and think themfelves. 
authorifed to take me by furprife, and attack — 
me in the night, after. the manner of thofe free+ 
booters known in general by the name of 
Bofhmen. Ok 
My adventures have given me already many 
opportunities of {peaking of thefe Bothmen. 
I have before faid, that the people at the Cape 
comprehend under this general appellation 
every man, of whatever nation or colour, who; 
deferting, retires to the forefts or the moun- 
tains, there to affociate with other fugitives, 
live with them under fuch laws as a band of | 
robbers may be fuppofed to form, and fubfift 
by rapine, without even {paring fimilar affo- 
ciations of his fellows and equals, | 
The Houzouanas, being known only by 
their incurfions and plundering, are in. the co= — 
lonies often confounded with the Bothmen, 
and diflinguifhed by the fame appellation. 
Sometimes, however, from their tawny co- 
lour, they are called Chinefe Hottentots ; and, 
by means of this double denomination, ill-in— 
formed travellers may eafily be led into an 
error, of which the confequence muft be, that. 
i their 
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their narratives will be replete with abfurdity 
and falfehoods. 3 

_ ‘Their real name, and the only one which 
they give themfelves, is that of Houzouana; 
and they have nothing in common with the 
Bofhmen, who are not a diftinct people, but a 
mere collection of fugitives and free-booters. 
The Houzouanas form no alliances but among 
themfelves. Being almoft always at war with 
the furrounding nations, they never mix with 
them; and, if they confent at any time. to ad- 
mit a flranger into their hordes, it is only after 
a long acquaintance, a fort of apprenticefhip, 
during which he has given proofs of his fide- 
lity, and eftablifhed his courage. ‘The Hot- 
tentot whom I found there had fubmitted to 
this trial, and from the manner in which he 
had acquitted himfelf was held in the. higheft 
eftimation. 

Though the Houzouanas are wanderers in 
their country, and fpend the greater part of the 
year in emigrations ‘and diftant excurfions, 
they inhabit an immenfe diftri&t, of which, in- 
_ deed, they are almoft the fole inhabitants, and 
from which, in my opinion, no’nation would 
be able to expel them. It forms that part of 

| ' Africa, 
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Africa which, in a direction from eaft to weft, 
extends from Caffraria to the country of the 
Greater Nimiquas. With regard to its breadth, 
from fouth to north, I am ignorant of its ex- 
tent; but I believe it to be very confiderable ; 
not only becaufe an immenfe territory is ne- 
ceffary to fo wandering a people, but alfo be- 
caufe I have reafon to think the individuals of 
this nation to be very numerous. , 

It is fuppofed at the Cape that their popu- 
lation is {mall and the reafon of this opinion 
is, that when they emigrate to the weftern. 
coafts, whether for the purpofe of fubfifting 
there for a time or to plunder, they are never 
feen in large ‘bodies,’ ‘But with thefe people 
this is only a ftratagem. Afraid of being 
attacked, were their number known, they con- 
ceal their march as much as poffible. - They 
purfue their courfe through the narroweft de- 
files, or over the tops of mountains ; and fre- 
quently even they travel only by night, This 
eaufes them to be the more dreaded ; and it is 
often imagined that they are already in the 
“neighbourhood, when they are a hundred or 
perhaps two hundred leagues diftant. | 

I'am inclined to believe that the Houzou- » 
“ gh ue | anas » 
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‘anas are the original flem of the various na- 
tions inhabiting at prefent the fouthern part 
of Africa, and that from them all the tribes of 
the eaftern and weftern Hottentots are ders 
féended. Proofs of this, | think, may be per- 
ceived in their features, and in that clapping 
noife of the tongue when they fpeak, which 
in them is much more ftriking.. 

Thefe, however, are vague conclufions, in- 
fufficient to eftablith the fadt in queftion, which | 
requires more decifive teltimonies. ‘The peo- 
ple themfelves know nothing of their origin. 
In vain did I feveral times interrogate them 
‘on the fubje@; they always replied that they 
inhabited the fame country which had been. 
inhabited by their anceftors; and this was all 
the fatisfa@tion 1 could obtain. It was not till 
my return to the Cape that I received any in- 
formation concerning them, which was from. 
a few old planters refiding in the eaftern part 
of the colony ; and though I confider their ac- 
counts only as ancient traditions, the veracity 
of which I dare not warrant, I fhall here lay 
them before my readers, 

- When the Europeans came to eftablith them- 
felves at the Cape, the Houzouanas, they faid, 
Vou, IIL. go kN in- 
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inhabited the country of Camdebo, the lease 
mountains, and the diftrit that feparates thefe 
mountains from Caffraria.. Become neigh- 
bours to the colony, in confequence of its 
extending itfelf towards them, they at firft. 
lived on peaceable terms with the planters ; 
and, as they difplayed more intelligence and 
greater activity than the Hottentots, they were 
even employed in preference to affift in cul- 
tivating the land and in forming the fettle- 
ment. This good underftanding and harmony 
were, however, foon interrupted by that mul- 
titude of lawlefs banditti fent from Holland to 

people the country. 
Thefe worthlefs profligates wifhed to enjoy 
the fruits of the land without the trouble of 
tilling it. Educated, befides, with all the pre~ 
judices of the whites, they imagined that men 
of a different colour were born only to be their 
flaves.. They accordingly fubjected them to 
bondage, condemned them to the moft la- 
borious fervices, and repaid thefe fervices with 
harth and fevere treatment. The Houzouanas, 
incenfed at fuch arbitrary and tyrannical con- 
duct, refufed any longer to work forthem, and 
retired to the defiles of their mountains. The 
| planters: 
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planters took up arms and purtued them ; they 
maffacred them without pity, and lean on 
their cattle and their country. Thofe who 
| efeaped their atrocities betook themfelves to 
‘flight, and removed to the. land which they 
now occupy; but, on quitting their former 
pofleffions, they fwore, in their own name and | 
that of their pofterity, to exterminate thefe 
European monfters, to be revenged againft 
whom they had fo many incitements. And 
thus, if tradition be true, was a peaceful and 
induftrious nation rendered warlike, vindictive, 
and ferocious. | 

This hatred, fo juft in its principle, iss been 
perpetuated from generation to generation, © 
though the Houzouanas of the prefent day are 
ignorant of the original caufe of it. Bred up 
with an invincible averfion to the planters, 
they know only that they are animated to 
_ plunder and deftroy them ; but it is ‘only by a 
vague fentiment of deteftation, with the fource 
of which they are unacquainted; and which 
happily, in rendering them cruel towards the 
planters, does not prevent them from being 
good, kind, and humane, towards each other. 

What I have faid refpeting the moral and 

Na phy- 
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phiyfical qualities of the Houzouanas proves, in 
>my opinion, that at prefent they form a diftine 
nation ; but what fingularly excited my afto- 
nifhment was the enormous natural rump of 
the women, which, like the artificial ones 
adapted fome years ago by the French ladies, 
diftinguifhes them from every other people, 
favage or polifhed, I have ever known. 

[have e leveral times, in my former travels, 
had occafion to remark, that, among the fe- 
male Hotere in general, as they. advance in 
age, the inferior part of the back fwells our, 
and acquires a fize which greatly exceeds the 
proportion it bore in-infancy with the other 
parts of the body. The Houzouana women, 
having in their figure fome refemblance to the 
Hottentots, and appearing, therefore, to be of 
the fame race, one might be induced to believe 
that-their projection behind is only the Hot- 
tentot rumip more. fwelied and extended. I 
obferved, however, that among ‘the former this 
fingularity was an cxorelpeees of flow growth, 
and-in forme meafure an infirmity of old age; 
whereas emcng the latter it is a_ natural 
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RefleQing on the caufe of this phenomenon, 
Taferibed it at firft to an extraordinary cu va~ 
ture of the fpine, or to a prominence of the 
lower vertebre and os facrum, which, project- 
ing forwards; rendered that part more protube- , 
~ rant, and threw the haunches out of their ufual 
pofition; but very decifive obfervations foon 
convinced’ me of the contrary. The bones 
which form the fkeleton of the reins were in 
their natural fituation; none of the vertebra 
were deranged ; and this extended rump is 
only a fat and flefhy mafs, which, upon every 
movement of the body, exhibits a moft re- 

markable quivering and undulation, 

I faw/a girl, three years old, entirely naked, 
as indeed are all the children of the favages at 
that age, playing and jumping before me for 
feveral hours, I at firf&t pitied her condition, 
in being loaded ‘with fo cumbrous a burden, 
which I thought muft obftruét her movements ; 
- but I did not perceive that, on this account, the 
was the lefs at her eafe, or at all reftrided in 
her freedom, In amufing herfelf with a young 
brother, a wold Jometimes walk along as if 
fhe had been counting her fteps ; then fuddenly 
Aenrint and ftamping her foot againft the 
| ea sround, 
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ground, would give.a fhock to her body, which | 
made her pofteriors quiver like a lump of fhak- ~ 
ingjelly. The little urchin would endeavour to _ 
imitate her; but not being able, as he had not 
the fame configuration behind, which is pecu- 
liar “to ‘the females, he would burft into a 
paflion, while his fifter laughed heartily at his 
- difappointment. 

The Houzouana mothers wear on their 
reins, like our miners, a {kin which covers 
this protuberance of the pofteriors ; but which, 
being thin and pliable, yields to the quivering 
of the flefh, and becomes agitated in the fame 
manner. When on a journey, or when they 
have children too young to follow them, they | 
place them upon their rump. I faw one of 
thefe women run in this manner with a child, _ 
about three years of age, that ftood erect on — 
its feet at her back, like a foot-boy behind a 
carriage. 

With this monftrous cotniieys who would 
believe that the Houzouana women have a hand 
and foot remarkably delicate; that their arms are 

eautifully formed ; and that thefe parts of their 
body are abfolutely perfect? Obliged to follow 
their hufbands in their long excurfions, they 
: wear, 
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wear, like them, fandals; like them, have their 
heads covered with a cap formed of the {kin 
of a jackal ; and, like them alfo, go almoft en- 
tirely naked, wearing before only a very fmall 
apron of modefty, and on their loins the piece — 
of leather of which I have before fpoken. At 
their fide ts a box made of wood, ivory, or 
tortoife-fhell, to hold the greafe with which 
they boughou and befmear themfelves, and 
the tail of fome quadruped, fixed to the end 
of a ftick, with which they wipe their body 
and face when they perfpire. They have no 
beads nor any ornament whatever, unlefs we 
confider as ornaments garters and bracelets of 
raw leather. | 5 
As a fondnefs for drefs and a defire of plea- 
fing are, however, natural to the fex, the 
Houzouana women no fooner faw the beads 
and toys with which thofe in my troop were 
ornamented than they exprefled a defire to 
have fomealfo. .I diftributed, therefore, a few 
to each of them; and from that moment they : 
never ceafed to wear them, and with much 
apparent fatisfaction. 
I have faid that they boughou and be(mear 
themfelves with greafe. This cuftom is com- 
| N 4 34 Tay 
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mon to the men as well as to the women, — 
Like the wreftlers and pugilifts of antiquity, 
they think it neceflary to preferve the pliability 
of their limbs. For this operation, they em- 
ploy the fat of fuch animals as they killin the 
chace; and if that fail them, they have recourfe 
to the oil which exudes from the nymphs of 
ants when they broil them for nourifhment, and 
which they colle&t and preferve for the pur- 
pofe. Their bodies, when anointed with this 
oil, have a very ftrong fmell; but it is not dif. 
agreeable. | | | 

On the third day of my encampment near. 
the horde, five men and two women arrived 
from an excurfion, bringing with them two live 
fheep. The fruits of their depredations had 
confifted of three of thefe animals; but the 
third efcaped by the way and was loft. . 

They were driving. the fheep before them, 
when, on approaching the kraal, they fuddenly 
perceived my camp. The fight:of fo many. _ 
ftrangers, of whom they had no knowledge, 
alarmed them. They inflantly abandoned 
their booty, and retired with precipitation ; 
— but, feeing their companions in a ftate of fafety, 
which feemed to announce that we were on 
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good terms with each other, they again advan- 
ced, and in lefs than an hour. were as familiar 
jaethe,reft, - . 
As L intended to make an excurfion towards 
the north north-weft, for the purpofe of dif- 
covering rare birds cor new hordes, I commu- 
nicated my defign to the Houzouanas, who 
readily offered to accompany me, but confelled 
at the fame time that, having’ never. pene- 
trated far into that part of the country, they 
could give me no information refpecting it. 
\ Being ignorant what time this excurfion 
might require, and with what difficulties it 
might be attended, I thought it prudent that 
fome of my own people thould be of the party. 
The journey, however, was extremely fa- 
tiguing, and unproductive of the fmalleft dif- 
covery. ie | } 
On my return, the Houzouanas propofed 
another in the oppofite quarter. ‘To accom- 
plith this fecond excurfion, it would be ne- 
ceflary to’ traverfe the mountains for three | 
whole days, after which I fhould find nations 
with whom they were at peace, and who were 
of the Kabobiqua race; but I mult have leit 
my horfes and cattle behind me, as the roads, 
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they faid, were impaflable for thefe animals, | 
Though this plan was agreeable in certain 
points of view, it difpleafed me in others. 
Happily, however, they enabled me to form 
another, which | determined to execute, 

I have already remarked, that it was by a 
fortunate chance that I fell in with them. They — 
were then on their way to the eaftern coats, 
_ and had halted on the banks of the rivulet only 
to wait for fome of their parties, who had de- 
tached themfelves from the general body, in 
order to go a-marauding in the plains. Their 
route towards the eaft was little different from 
that which I propofed to take; and I faw that, 
by marching along with them or engaging © 
them toe attend me, I fhould obtain trufty 
guides as well as able defenders. It was pol- 
fible that I might meet with bodies of Hou- 
zouanas, with whom, were none of thefe peo- 
ple in my company, I might be obliged to — 
combat. United to them, fhould [ even be 
attacked by a whole nation, I had nothing to 
fear. : 

I did not, therefore, hefitate a moment; and, 
to efcort me as far as Fith-River, I offered 
them four milch-cows, ‘To people who often 

expole 
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expofe their lives for a fingle fheep, this was a 
temptation not to be refifted. Accordingly 
they requefted only that I would allow them 
four or five days to colle& their friends—to 
which I readily confented. 
In the evening they difperfed siounelics 
over the mountain, climbing to the higheft 
fummits, there to kindle fires which might 
ferve as fignals to the {fcattered parties of their 
friends; or to obferve thofe which the latter 
might kindle in the plains. They had no 
doubt that, if they fucceeded in making their 
fires be perceived, all the different Nie would 
immediately join them. : 

Noéturnal fires are a peculiar language un- 
derftood: and employed by almoft all favage 
nations. None, however, have carried this art 
fo far as the Houzowanas, becaufe none have 
fo much need of underftanding and_ bringing 
it to perfection. If it be neceflary to announce 
a defeat ora victory, an arrival or departure, . 
a fuccefsful plundering expedition or the want 
_ of affittance, in a word, any intelligence what- 
ever, they are able, either by the number of 
their fires or the manner in which they ar- 
range them, to make it known in an inftant. 

They 
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They are even fo fagacious as to vary their 
fires from time to time, left their enemies 
fhould become acquainted with their fignals, 
and treacheroully employ them, in their turn, 
to furprife them. 

I am perfectly unacquainted with the prin- 
ciples of this language, invented with fo much 
Ingenuity ; not having afked them to teach 
me fo much as the elements of it, becaufe I 
was certain they would have refufed.. All I 
ean fay is, that three fires kindled at the dif- 
tance of twenty paces from each other, fo as to 
form an equilateral triangle, are aofignal for 
rallying; at leaft, during the five, days’ em- 
ployed in calling together and waiting for the 
{cattered detachments, they made no other. 

It appears as ii the marauders were at too 
great a diftance to perceive their fignals ;. for 
none of them returned. ‘Their abfence, how- 
ever, did not prevent us from fetting out.on 
the fixth day. The Houzouanas left. their huts 
ftanding; and, to announce their’ departure, 
four men remained in the kraal, who had 
orders to kindle other fires, and to join us in 
the night, after they had lighted them.) 

This arrangement was highly difpleafing to. 

; my 
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my poltroon. They apprehended that the 
intention of my guides was to lead us into fome 
ambuth, where we fhould all be maffacred ; 
and that the four men left behind were, by their | 
fignals, to give notice to fome of their patties to 
come upon us while we were afleep. In hort, 
there wasno danger which their terrified ima- 
gination did not dread; and fo great was 
their cowardice, that they durft not venture to | 
{tir from my camp, even in the day time; nor 
would my hunters ever go out to the chace 
unlefs I accompanied them. 

We dire&ted our courfe acrofs the moun- 
tains in a flraight line towards the fouth-eaft, 
and did not halt till ten at night, in a place 
where we found plenty of good water in the 

cavities of the rocks. Towards midnight, the 
four men of the horde arrived ; and if their 
prefence afforded me pleafure, as it announ- 
ced the fcrupulous punctuality and ative. 
zeal of their nation, it was-no lefs agreeable to 
my poltroons, whofe fufpicions it in fome 
-meafure allayed. | , 

‘Though they now faw their pretended ene- 
mies before them, they were neverthelefs fo 
Struck that they fill app REnds ed fome noc- 

turnal 
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turnal treachery. _ I had, therefore, no need to 
recommend to them to be vigilant. Not one 
indulged himfelf in fleep; on the contrary, 
they all fpent the night in cafting their eyes 
every where around, palpitating if they heard 
the {malleft noife, and watching with alarm the 
leaft movementof the Houzouanas, who, during 
the whole time, were repofing in tranquillity. 

When day appeared, fo that I could diftin- 
guifh objects around me, I obferved, with 
confiderable pain, that the earth was abfo- 
lutely parched up, that it did not prefent a 
fingle blade of grafs, and that my cattle muft 
confequently have remained the whole night 
without food. 

I communicated my uneafinefs to the Hou- 
zouanas, and afked them how many days it 
would require to go in a ftraight dire@tion to 
the fea, and whether we fhould meet with 
pafturage and water on our route. ‘Their 
anfwer threw me into confternation. “They 
informed me, that if the drought had been 
general, as they were aflured, we mult expect, 
by advancing in that quarter, to find, where~ 
ever we paffed, a foil equally naked, and in 


all probability deflitute of water. 
After 


ABR LOA - Syget 

After fuch intelligence, it was impoflible for 
me to proceed farther. Befides expofing my- 
felf to the hazard of lofing all my cattle, and 
of leaving in the defert the greater part of my — 
effects, I could not forget that I had every day 
to feed, independently of my own party, forty 
new mouths; and that for fuch a multitude an 
abundance of large game would be requifite. 
In a country that afforded neither pafturage 
_ nor water, what hopes were there of finding 
fach game, when the period of their paflage 
was elapfed? The cafe was now different from 
what it had been in the fertile plains of Caf- 
fraria, when the body of Hottentots in my train, 
who were fo interefting and of fo much import- 
ance to me, having plenty of every thing, 
increafed the happinefs of my fituation by the 
moft agreeable relaxations and the moft varied 
amufements. Here wretchednefs and fatigue 
were likely to be my conftant companions; and, 
though free from the apprehenfions and terror 
which pervaded my whole company, I was 
-far from beholding with the fame eye, as in 
that inftance, thefe new favages, aflociated with 
me in my excurfions, and offering to fhare in 
my fatigue. My only, refource, under the 
3 prefent 
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prefent circumftances, was to proceed to a dif 
triG lefs parched; and having on this point 
interrogated my Houzouanas, they aflured me; 
thar, by following the chain of mountains, we 
could not fail to find both water and paftu- 
rage. | | 

There was no longer occafion to hefitate. 
I gave orders, therefore, to face about; and 
we directed our courfe along the edge of the 
mountains that bounded us on the eaft. But 
the road we had to travel was fo covered with 
ftones and interfe@ted by ravines, that we {pent 
the whole day in advancing fix leagues,, and 
without fo much as once halting, notwith- 
ftanding the infupportable heat of a fcorching 
fun, as we could find neither water nor fhelter 
by the way. : 

I met with nothing retnnfleathe during this 
day’s journey, except the neft of an oftrich, 
in which was the female hatching her young. 
Three eggs, depofited on the bare ground; lay 
before her; and fhe, was fitting upon nine 
others, the young in which were in fo advan- 
ced a ftate as to be ready to burft the fhell. 

‘The feparation of the eggs in this manner 
into two parcels, near to, but diftant from 

each 


ACmOR Chat 193 
éach other, is a fact I have already mentioned 
in my firft travels; but the way in which I 
accounted for it has been contradicted. ‘There 
are perfons who cannot believe that the oftrich 
places eges before her neft, to ferve as food 
for her young when they are hatched. So 
much forefight in a bird, which we have 
hitherto thought proper to confider as the 
emblem of ftupidity, appears to them an im- 
probable fiGtion. It has been faid, that, before 
the publication of my travels, no naturalift 
ever mentioned the circumftance ; which is the 
_ fum total of all the objeGtions they can make ; 
and I have furely no need to fhew its futi- 
lity, finee, as naturalifts have fpoken fo dif- 
ferently on other points, what conclufion 
would be made fhould I affirm, on my part, 
that they have publifhed nothing but falfehoods 
and errors? | : 

Flow many difcoveries in natural hiftory, 
controverted at firft on account of their no- 
velty, are now admitted as inconteftable truths ! 
When a traveller thought proper to fay, that 
coral was not a marine production of the vege- 
table kingdom, but a real neft conftructed by 
infects ; and when Delifle, on his return from 

Vor. III. O China, 
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China, advanced that ambergris was produced 
by a whale, and gave proofs of it, were there 
not men, your clofet naturalifis, who oppofed 
their aflertions? . 

Let us not believe from vague report every 
thing indifcriminately. Such condu@ would 
by no means accord with the diGates of 
reafon. Let us previoufly examine the cre- 
dibility due to the. perfon who may ad- 
vance new facts; and the evidence adduced in 
fupport of them; bat let us not reje@ them 
merely becaufe they arenew. The more we 
ftudy nature, the more we fhall difcover cirs 
cumiftances which it will be impoffible for us 
to explain, But how many daily occur before 
our eyes, which we even never think of exa-~ 
mining! Let thofe writers on natural hiftory, 
whole whole fcientific knowledge confifts in 
reading and reafoning from books, inform me, 
for example, why the fwallow, when its neft 
is deftroyed, will begin ten or twelve times fuc- 
ceffively to rebuild it.in the fame place, while 
tidigenous birds abandon theirs as foon as it 
has been touched, and go elfewhere to con- 
ftruct another.. 


With regard to the eggs fet apart by the 
oftrich 
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oftrich for the fir nourifhment of her young, 
I can quote, in fupport of my affertion, the 
teftimony of a celebrated navigator, de Bou- 
gainville, who had failed round the globe 
before I even thought of viliting Africa. Hav- 
ing called upon me to fee my collection of 
natural hiftory, after the publication of my 
firt travels, and the converfation turning upon 
what I had written refpecting, the oftrich, he 
told me, that my obfervation was ftriGtly cor 
rect, that he had every where met with proofs 
of it, and that he had refrained from being 
the firft to publith it, from the fear that his 
veracity would be called in queftion. This 
however is one of thofe novelties which ought - 
to be made known by men capable of beftowing 
on them credibility; for the opinion the world 
has formed of a than is often indifpenfible to | 
the giving the colour of truth to the moft un- 
queftionable fads. 

Frum wheel have here had occation to fay 
refpeGting the oftrich, I flatter myfelf that [ 
fhall be pardoned for adding a few obferva- 
tions more upon the fame fubjec. 

It has been afferted by a naturalift to whom 
{cience is much indebted, that at Senegal this 

O 2 - bird 
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bird fits on her eggs during the night only ; 
and that fhe abandons them in the day to the 
heat of the fun. I do not know whether the 
heat-at Senegal be greater than under the fame 
latitude on the other fide of the equator, nor 
whether the oflriches of the former are fupe- 
rior in inftin@ to thofe of the latter climate. 
But from the Cape, as far as the twenty-fecond 
degree of latitude, [have feen nefis; and I 
can affert, that I never found one which was 
not covered by a male ora female, unlefs, from 
the death of the oftrich that had been fitting on 
them, or fome other particular accident, the 
eces had been totally deferted. 

With regard to the number of eggs, the fea- 
fon when they are laid, and the period of in- 
cubation, nothing that can be depended on is 
yet known:’ for thofe who have’ traverfed 
Africa prefent us, on this fubje€t, with contra- 
diGory evidence only, the uncertainty of which 
mult neceffarily embarrafs the naturalift. — 

What may have led travellers into an error 
is, that in the fame diftrid we fee, at one 
and the fame time, a female which has begun 
to lay, young oftriches two or three months_ 
old, and others as large as the mother. All. 

this 


/ 


APRS TG eT aie 
this prefents an idea of diforder in the f{pecies, 
which proceeds from two caufes, I fthall {peak 
of the firft elfewhere, as it is common to all 
the birds of Africa; and content myfelf at pre- 
fent with mentioning the fecond. 

Birds of the fame fpecies copulate generally 
at the fame feafon, and confequently ought — 
all to produce young about the fame period. 
Their eggs, however, may be deftroyed, and > 
the mother obliged in confequence to lay a 
fecond, and even perhaps a third fet ; and it is 
evident that there will then be young {carcely 
hatched, while others will have attained a con- 

fiderable fize. 

- This is the cafe with the oftrich. She gene- 
rally lays.ten eggs; but thefe eges are much 
fought after by the favages, who confider them 
as dainties; and, when they difcover them, they 
never fail to carry them away, The confe- 
quence is, that the animal is retarded in laying, 
and that young oftriches are reared of differ- 
ent ages. If a Hottentot find a ne& where 
incubation is not yet begun, and if he fup- | 
- pofe that it is known to himfelf only, it. be- 

comes a treafure, the produce of which he 
will referve for a long time, 
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Inftead of removing the eggs all at once, he 
takes only one or two, convinced that the fe- 
male, who never begins to fit till the has com- 
pleted her number, will lay again. “Two days 
after he will repeat his theft. In fhort, if he 
plunder with addrefs and precaution, he may 
caufe her to lay as many as fifty ; and fome- 
times even, when the nett is occupied by two 
or three oftriches affociated together, and fit- 
ting in company, as I have feen and already 
mentioned, he may procure a ftill greater 
number. 

~ A naturalift unacquainted with thefe fads 
may eafily be led into an error. Accordingly, 
when a favage tells him that he has taken from 
an oftrich’s neft fixty or eighty eggs, and per- 
haps more, he ought thus to account for the 
circumftance, and not imagine that there is 
any great variation in the number laid by dif- . 
ferent individuals of this fpecies. But I return 
to gi camp. > 
carcely had we halted at the bottom of the 
mountains, when my Houzouanas haftened 
to climb them, in order to difcover the fires of 
their abfent friends, and to kindle others to in- 
form them where they might be found. Their 
fignais, 
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fignals, however, were equally fruitlels as be- 
fore; but thefe aCtive people had carried all 
my leather bottles with them to the top of the 
mountains; and, when they returned, they 
brought them back filled with frefh water. 
_ On my departure from Orange-River, I had 
provided myfelf with a great number of thefe 
bottles, which I had caufed to be made of 
fheep’s {kins, in imitation of thofe invented by 
my people to contain the oil of their whale. 
They were commonly carried by the women, 
either on their backs, affixed to a ftrap, or fuf- 
pended between two from a {tick which each 
held by one end; but the Houzouanas, from 
the time they formed a part of my caravan, 
were fo polite as to cafe the women of this 
burden; and, while they accompanied me, thefe 
vellels were always carried by them. . 
The chain of mountains extended in a’ 
fouthern dire@ion. We continued our journey 
for two whole days along its courfe; and we 
every where found pafture for our cattle, and 
water in the rocks for ourfelves. ‘This route, 
however, thwarted the defire I had of pene- 
trating farther to the welt, thereby to approach 
the borders of the fea, 
Sea To 
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_ ‘To the welt, before me, were other moun 
tains, the chain of which, more confiderable 
{till than that we had followed, loft itfelf on 
_ the horizon, and by its direction. was likely to 
conduct me to the ocean, where I was defirous 
of ending this excurfion. My guides affured 
me that I fhould in this, as in the preceding | 
courfe, meet both with pafture and water. 
They added. too, that in the mountains there 
were feveral hordes with whom they were at 
prefent in amity ; and to convince me, by the 
favourable reception that would be given them 
by thefe hordes, that they knew how to con- 
ciliate and retain friends, they requefted me to 
purfue this courfe. 

From all thefe confiderations anita 1 was 
induced to comply with their defire. However, 
before I gave orders for our departure, I wifhed 
to know how far we had to travel. For this 
purpofe, I afcended one of the peaks, and, efti- 
mating the diftance between the two chains, I 
concluded that it was about twenty-four leagues. 
But it gave me great uneafinefs to obferve, that 
the whole plain beneath prefented fcareely any 
thing to my view but dry fand; that it contained 
very little verdure, and not a fingletree. - 


With 
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Withour provifionsand leather bottles, wehad 
for ourfelves a fufficient fupply for this fatiguing 
journey ; but it was necefiary that our cattle 
fhould accomplith it without perhaps either eat- 
ing or drinking. Cattle in Europe, if condemned 
thus to faft for two days under a {corching fun, 
- ina march of twenty-four leagues, and through 
ahorrid defert, would undoubtedly perith ; but 
ours, accuftomed to long and frequent fatigue, 
were capable of {upporting it. However, to 
prepare them by a little reft, I remained en-_ 
camped two days; and employed the time in 
hunting excurfions, in which we killed ‘fe- 
veral coudou antelopes and a female elephant, 
which furnifhed us with abundance of pro- 
vifion. te | 
Cn the day appointed, we fet out early in 
the morning, and did not halt till nine in the 
evening. My cattle, asl expe@ed, had found 
by the way no water, and very little grafs; 
and, after fo laborious a journey, it was ne- 
ceflary that they fhould ftill pafs the night 
without food. 
With regard to ourfelves, the Houzouanas 
had been fo provident as to fill all my leather 
bottles with water found among the rocks: but, 
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, having been beaten about the whole day, it was 
as warm 4s lie; and, as it had contraGed too 
the tafte and {mell of the {kins in which it was 
confined, it feemed calculated to aG@ rather 
as an emetic than to refreth us and allay our 
thirft. 


Fortunately I had faved a few jars of wine 


_and beer, which, having become four by the 


agitation and heat, formed excellent vinegar. 
I poured a few fpoonfuls of it among the water 
which we had to drink; and its acidity, by cor- 
recting the difagreeable tafte, rendered ita more 
healthful beverage. 7 
During the night, we obferved fires towards 
the fouth-weft. As they feemed to announce 
fome of thofe hordes of whom the Houzouanas 
had fpoken, I gave orders, when we fet out 
next morning, to proceed towards them. 
This day’s journey could not fail of being 
extremely fatiguing to animals which had not 
tafted drink for twenty-four hours; but to me 
it was more fo than it needed to have been, be- 
caufe, having left the caravan, in company 
‘with Klaas, to purfue fome pale-yellow-co- 
loured zebras we had perceived in the plain, 
we loft ourfelves for a time, and wandered over 
a great 


ARRUCA: 203 
a great deal of ground to little peeks before 
we could recover our way. 

_ Agreeably to the rule I.had laid a of 
fending a few perfons before me, when I ap- 
proached a new horde, to inform them of 
my arrival and conciliate their friendthip, I 
thought proper to obferve the fame practice on 
the prefent occafion. It feemed. even of im- 
portance that I fhould choofe, as deputies for 
that purpofe, fome of the Houzouanas, who 
had boafted of being the friends and allies of 
all the hordes in this diftri@. But, as they had 
told me they were now at peace with them, I 
concluded that this was not their habitual {tate ; 
and that, confequently, they and their neigh- 
bours would behave to each other with referve. 
For that reafon I was unwilling to difpatch 
any of the Houzouanas. So much intimacy 
appeared to me fufpicious: not that I thought 
the latter capable of treachery ; but I was afraid 
_ deft the horde fhould be prejudiced againft me, 
when they found me attended by fo many 
followers, and faw me introduced by people 
who were certainly more dreaded than loved. 

To fend any of my own Hottentots was 
impra@icable, If they went alone, they could 

not 
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not have accomplithed the objeé of their mif- 
fion for want of interpreters; and if accom- 
panied by Houzouanas, the inconvenience of a 
difagreeable prepofleffion fill fubfifted. While 
under this uncertainty, I had only one courfe | 
to purfue: to give up all thoughts of difpatch- 
ing any one before me—Wwhich was the plan I 
adopted. About nine in the evening we ar- 
rived in fight of the horde; and, without any 
preliminaries, I immediately encamped at the 
diftance of about two hundred paces. 

An arrival fo abrupt was likely to fill them 
with alarm, and perhaps inftantly to difperfe 
them. But, whatever might be their fear, they 
had been rendered incapable of flight by a very 
melancholy misfortune. A great number of 
them had already fallen a facrifice to a pefti- 
lential diforder; and thofe who remained were 
ftill attacked by it as well as their cattle. Co- 
vered with ulcers from head to foot, they lay 
extended in their huts, and exhaled a cada- 
verous fmell that was fcarcely fupportable. 

This peftilence, they faid, had firft broken, 
out in the countries towards the eaft, where its 
fpread had been attended with dreadful ravage ; 
and it was there they had caught the infection. 

ree A few 
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A few days before, fuch of the horde as fup- 
pofed themfelves in good health had retired 
towards the fouth, to avoid its influence; but 
the difeafed'told us they had carried the feeds 
of it along with them; and that it would 
probably fhow itfelf before they had accom- 
plithed their journey. 

I fhall here obferve, that this flight may 
ferve to explain fome abfurd affertions to be 
found in the works of certain ill-informed tra- 
vellers. Savage nations, according to their ac- 
count, when emigrating or on journeys, aban- 
don fuch old and infirm perfons as are not in 
a condition to’ follow them. ‘This is a ca- 
lumny founded upon an error, which the fa& 
above related may ferve to rectify. 

_ The horrid fpeétacle we had before our eyes: 

filled with much alarm my whole caravan, 
and, above all, my Greater Nimiquas, who, 
moft fufceptible of terror, becaufe the moft 
timid and pufillanimous of the company, had 
befides fome experience of this plague, which 
they had feen ipread itfelf among their nation, 
and with the effects of which they were con- 
fequently acquainted. 

They declared to me that, if I did not alter 


my 
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my route, they would quit me the next morri« 
ing; that the fear of being attacked by the 
Bofhmen was nothing in comparifon of fo 
horrid a death, which they confidered as ine- 
vitable ; and that, after all, it might be poffible 
for ne to efcape the Bofhmen by a 
in the night. : 

For once, their. terror appeared to me to be 
well founded. I was not free myfelf from appre- 
henfion; and I certainly had as little defire as 
they to expofe myfelf to a difeafe which in 
three days might involve us in general de- 
ftruction. 

I gave notice, therefore, Hat next morning 
at fun-rife I fhould decamp; and, in the mean 
time, I took fuch precautions as I conceived to 
be neceflary for our prefervation; as pofting 
ourfelves to the windward, kindling fires 
around us during the night, and, above all, 
guarding our cattle, to prevent them from ap- 
_ proaching thofe of the horde, left they fhould 
eatch the infection. Next morning, having 


_— fent fome tobacco to the fick, giving orders to 


thofe who catried it, to depofit it at a diftance 
from the huts, and ftri@ly charging them to 


accept of nothing in return, I made the fignal 
for 
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for departing ; and we fet out with a refolu- 
tion of advancing due eaft, in order to avoid 
the infection, which actually prevailed in the 
quarter in which we had been already tra- 
velling. 

We now regretted that we had, two days 
before, quitted the eaftern chain of mountains, 
and were defirous of returning ; but it was im~- 
pofible, without making a long journey and 
fubjeting ourfelves to new and extreme fa- 
tigue, to effect it. Our good fortune, however, 
fent us an abundant rain, which comforted and © 
refrefhed my cattle. 

Notwithftanding this relief, as, befides their 
burdens, they had to carry my people alfo, 
and as they travelled thirteen leagues without 
ftopping more than an hour or two, they ar- 
tived very much exhaufted. I was even 
‘obliged to leave two of them by the way; 
but luckily, having been revived by the rain 
and a little repofe, they followed us to the 
camp during the night. 

Of all my attendants, the Houzouanas alone 
ftill retained fome courage and ftrength: as to 
the reft, little accuftomed to extraordinary fa- 
tigue, and ill calculated to endure it, they were 

6 quite 
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quite worn out. "They dragged themfelves 
along with great difficulty, and were obliged 
in turns to ride upon the oxen. The Greater 
Nimiquas,, with their eyes'‘funk and a de- 
jeCted air, had fearcely ftrength to utter a 
wotd; but, though they did not fpeak, their 
filence every moment announced the regret 
they felt at having engaged to follow me. In 
fhort, whoever had feen my caravan would 
have taken it for one of thofe flying hofpitals 
that ufually follow in the rear of an army. 
The animals themfelves, extenuated by 
long fafting and long marches, fhared in the 
general dejection. My horfes were lame; and, 
_as it was impoflible to ufe them, I had been 
obliged to travel on foot. I have already re- 
marked, that fuch was the fatigue of my oxen, 
that I had been forced to abandon two of them! 
The feet of my dogs were abfolutely fore and 
covered with blood. They were not only 
become indifferent refpecting the purfuit of 
game, but faw it rife before them without ftir- 
ting fo much as a ftep’ to follow it. I could 
not, as formely, place them in my waggons ; 
for [had none. It was a truly affeGting fpec- © 
tacle to fee the limping manner in which they 
; walked. 


ABR TCA‘ 209 


walked. From time to time they ftopped to 
lick their feet ; but this momentary relief, by 
foftening the fkin, rendered them {till more 
painful. 

The night was attended with no other event 
than the difcovery of fome fires, which we ob- 
ferved béfore us on the mountains, and which — 

were produétive of joy as they awakened our — 
hopes. My Houzcuanas in particular teftified 
their fatisfaCtion, conceiving at firft that they | 
were fignals made by their companions; but 
having looked attentively, without diftinguifh- 
- “ing in thefe fires their own language and cha- 
racters, they agreed in confidering them as kin- 
dled by fome neighbouring horde with whom 
they were unacquainted. 

The fleep and repofe of a {tngle night were 
not fufficient to reftore ftrength to people fo 
much harafled as mine. Accordingly in the 
morning, they all complained that they were 
not able to ftand upright ; and I thought, for. 
a moment, that I fhould have been obliged to 
remain in the place where I had encamped. 
Having, however, reprefented to them that it 
would require only a day’s journey to reach 
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the mountains and the horde whofe fires we 
had feen, and promifed that I would halt there _ 
for fome days, to give them time to reft them- 
felves, they refumed courage and recovered 
the ufe of their legs. 

_ About five in the afternoon, we arrived in 
the neighbourhood of the horde. My oxen 
and dogs, having fcented fome water, inftantly 
_ quitted us, and proceeded as faft as they could 
to the kraal, without its being in our power to 
check or AB them. Their fmell had not de- 
ceived them. They found fome wells; but, 
as they were fhut, they could only ae the 
vapours around without being able to go 
their thirft. 

It may eafily be imagined how. great muft 
have been the furprife of the horde at the 
appearance of all thefe animals. Their fur- 
prife, however, was converted into alarm when 
they beheld my whole party, and obferved near’ 
them a large body of thofe Houzouanas fo 
much dreaded, with a white man in the midft 
of them, lefs formidable perhaps, but {till more 
terrifying to a people who had never feen be- 
fore a perfon of his colour. Aftonifhed and 

{tupefied 
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ina by the {pectacle, they had neither the 
{trength to fly nor the aflurance to advance to- 
wards us. ij 

To free them from this painful ftate, I drew 
near; and, without feeming to perceive their 
an caufed my interpreters to afk 
them if they had among them any perfons in- 
fected with the malady which had driven us 
from the weftern mountains. My queftion 
filled them with terror. They were acquaint- 
ed by experience, as well as my Nimiquas, 
with its devaftations; but at that time they 
‘were not attacked by it; and, upon receiving 
their anfwer, I. whAantly ordered my camp to 
be formed near them. 

During the laft four days, my Heitalé had 
travelled more than forty leagues without taft- 
ing water or food, except once at.the difeafed 
horde. I found pafturage,. however, in the 
neighbourhood of my prefent encampment; 
and I propofed, according to my promife, to 
halt:‘fome days in order to give time to my - 
whole caravan to recover their ftrength. On 
this account, I was defirous of eftablifhing an | 
intercourfe with the new horde and conciliating 
their friendfhip, This, however, appeared at 
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firft to be a matter of fome difficulty. Nei- 
ther in the afternoon nor in the evening had a 
jingle perfon of the kraal approached my camp "i 
and the fentiments which this condu&t an- 
nounced furprifed me the more, as no favage 
nation had ever behaved towards me in the 
fame manner. Were they afraid of me, of 
the Fiouzouanas, or of the infectious diftem- 
per prevailing in the canton from which we 
had come? ‘This queftion I cannot refolve : 
but their keeping at a diftance betrayed fulpi-- 
cion at leaft; and this fufpicion was fo great, 
that, during the night, they deliberated whe- 
ther they fhould not retire to the mountains. 
Klaas, who fought every opportunity to 
ferve and affift me, having gone out at break 
of day to make oblervations, came to commu- 
nicate to me_an important remark. ‘The horde 
was. very contiderable ; we yet he had feen 
only a {mall number of cattle, incapable 
of fupplying food to fo many individuals. 
Ilence he concluded that they had removed 
or concealed the greater part of their herds: a 
conjecture that appeared to be well founded ; 
but ‘the condu& of thele favages afficted more. 
than it.aftonifhed me. 
ah — _Defirous, 
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Defirous, if poffible, to put an end to it, [ 
affembled the Houzouanas, prefcribed to them 
the condu& which I withed them to obferve 
‘towards the horde, and declared at the fame 
time, that, if they gave occafion for the fi ‘en 
‘eft complaint, they would not only forfeit my 
friendfhip, but that I would unite with the 
horde to exterminate them even to the laft 
man. ‘They protefied that they would ftridly 
adhere to what they had. promifed; and I 
muft here*repeat, that during the whole of 
their flay with me, they never once failed in 
their engagements. 

Bemeg perfe@ily eafy in regard to the Hou- 
‘zouanas, my next bufinefs was to remove the 
diftruft of the horde; and with this view I 
‘Tepaired, without a fingle attendant, inflantly 
to the kraal. ‘The confidence which this ftep 
announced on my part diflipated their fears, 
and prefently there was eflablithed between us 
a perfeé&t union. Their flocks and herds re- 
appeared. In the evening they came to my 
camp with fome milk; and they brought me 
even a few fheep, for which I paid them libe- 
rally in tobacco. I bought alfo five oxen and 
four cows, which I immediately delivered to 
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the Houzouanas, thereby fulfilling the engage- 
ment into which I had entered with them. 
In fhort, the whole horde came the next 
morning, with the utmoft cordiality and kind- 
nefs, to vilit me. | i 
To firengthen thefe fentiments of frater- 
nity, I propefed a grand hunting party, to 
which every. perfon fhould be admitted with- 
_out exception. We killed on this occafion 
abundance of antelopes; and, in the diftribu- 
tion of the game, I gave, as will naturally be 
fuppofed, a liberal fupply to all Ne inhabitants 
of the horde. 

The reft which my cattle chianeas during 
my abode with thefe people, and the excel- 
lent pafturage which they found in the neigh- 
bourhood, foon reftored them to their former 
condition. There was nothing, therefore, 
to retard my departure; and [ was under the 
lefs uneafinefs refpeQting my future route, as 
the Bu/hmen’s grafs, every where at the bot- 
tom of the mountains, was in full bloom. 

Before I quitted the horde, I withed to do 
them a farther kindnefs; and I propofed that 
chey fhould enter into a treaty of peace and 
alliance with the Houzouanas: a treaty: at 

which 
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which neither crowned heads nor ambaffadors 
would affift; but which, by a pledge fimple 
and patriarchal, might be maintained as invio- 
late, and rendered perhaps more durable, 
than by the pompous words humanity, juftice, 
and honour, fo often employed to mafk per-— 
fidy and falfehood. The Houzouanas offered 
to accede to it; and the other party were too 
much interefted in its conclufion not to con= 
fent alfo. ‘The pledge was an ox and two 
fheep, which the horde gave to the Houzou-. 
anas; and the two nations promifed to be 
friends, or rather one of the two engaged to 
live at peace with the other. sigan’ 

Upon quitting the horde, we continued our 
march for nine miles together without halting, 
following the finuofities of the chain of moun- 
tains ; and, juft as it was dark, arrived at a 
{pring containing water fuflicient to form a 
rivulet, which was overfhaded by mimofas. 
We had {carcely approached it when we were: 
fuddenly alarmed by a loud noife. It pro- 
ceeded from a herd of wild animals, which, 
- having taken up their ftation on the banks of 
the rivulet, as foon as they perceived us be- 
took themfelves to flight. 

ek 7 Defirous 
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Defirous of knowing with what neighbours 
or what enemies we had to deal, I procured a 
light, and perceived through the fmoke that 
the ‘fugitives were elephants. By our fires, | 
however, and by difcharging a few volleys 
from time to time, we foon got rid of them, 
and palled the night in tolerable quiet. | 

When day appeared, I found that the chain 
of mountains altered its direCtion, and ftretched 
to the we% till it difappeared from the view. 
My firft plan had been to advance to that 
quarter ; but I could not, at prefent, perfevere 
in it, without expofing myfelf and people to 
the danger of that horrid peftilence which 
ravaged the country. I confulted, therefore, 
my Houzouanas as to what route remained by 
which to reach Fifh-River; for, eventually, 
it was there I wifhed to arive, and it was 
there alfo they had agreed to condu& me. 

_ My demand could not fail to give them fa- 
tisfaction, fince, by putting it in their power 
to guide me to the river by the fhorteft road, 
they would be the fooner able to difcharge 
their engagement, andthe fooner at liberty to 
go in fearch of their cgmpanions, and return 
to their home. es 
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They replied, that the river was on the 
other fide of the mountains behind us; that if 
I would truft myfelf to their care, and agree 
to crofs the chain, they would in two days 
bring me to its banks; that they were ac= 
quainted with the defiles, through which they 
pledged themfelves to convey my baggage in 
perfe& fafety ; and that the firft day, perhaps, 
would enable me to judge whether they were 
people who knew how to difcharge their pro- 
mifes. 

For myfelf, having found them hitherto tena- 
cious of their word, I had no doubt of their 
fidelity,and refalved, with the fulleftconfidence, 
to give myfelf up to their dire@tion, This, how- 
ever, was not the cafe with my people. Their 
alarm revived, and they again imagined them- 
_felves loft. The Greater Nimiquas, a timid 
race, incapable of action in the time of danger, 
and always ready to be frightened at fhadows, 
were ftill the firft to diffeminate terror. The 
fires which the Houzouanas. every evening 
kindled on the eminences around us, had been > 
~ tothem an object of continual dread. In their 
opihion, they were fignals made to call in 
other marauders, and give them notice of the 

moment 
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moment when they were to attack us.’ That 
moment they faid was approaching ; for they 
were fure, when led into the impaflable defiles 
of the mountains, that we fhould all one after 
another be maflacred. 

Though this terror appeared to me abfurd, 
I could employ no argument to remove it 
but the favourable opinion I entertained of the 
Houzouanas. However, before I undertook 
fo hazardous a journey, the dangers and difh- 
culties of which were unknown to us, I con- 
ceived it prudent to learn ‘whether I could 
depend upon any of my people, and whether 
the fear manifefted by the Nimiquas was gene- 
ral in my camp. | ed 

I thought proper, therefore, to interrogate 
- Klaas, the moft faithful and moft fagacious of 
all my troop, and who, on that account, 
was become my counfellor and friend. lafked 
him if, during his intercourfe with the Hou- 
zouanas, and the many opportunities he muft 
have had. of obferving their condu@, he had 
feen any thing that ought to infpire me with 
difirult refpecting their propofal; any thing 
that fhould lead me. to apprehend. that, by 
means of their fignals, they had kept up a 

7 | corre- 
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correfpondence with their friends, and in- 
tended to entice us among the mountains, 
where, having feparated us from each other, 
it would be eafy for them to deftroy us. 

Klaas, fo far from being intimidated, en-~ 
_deavoured to infpire me with greater confi- 
dence. He juftly obferved, that the Houzou- 
anas, by the manner in which they had hitherto 
conduéted themfelves, had fufficiently proved 
that they could have harboured againft us no 
perfidious defign; that in the courfe of the 
journey, inftead. of walking and confulting to- 
gether, they always intermixed with the com- 
_ pany, were always the firft to give me every 
affiftance in their power, to look after my cat- 
tle, to fhare in the. labours. of my camp, to 
brave the greateft fatigue in order to fetch 
water from the fteepeft rocks; that as to the 
fires, fo alarming to my people, they were the 
fame as thofe we had feen kindled at a diftance 
previous to our arrival, and by no means fig 
nals defigned to injure us; in hort, that, at al] 
events, it would be moft prudent: to a@ as 
ufual, and not by a different behaviour give 


‘them reafon to fufpe& that we were afraid of 
or wifed to avoid them, | 


This 
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This language, from a man fo obfervant, 
faithful, and intrepid, fixed my refolution. It 
was of little importance to me, whether the 
Nimiguas and others of the fame character 
were afraid or not, or whether they followed 
_me or ftaid behind. . I was determined to pur- 


fue the route pointed out to me by the Hous. 


zouanas, and to abandon myfelf entirely to 
their direction. Befides, I was certain that, 
when I fet out, my poltroons. would infallibly 
- accompany me; which was reaily the cafe. — 


None but a nation, active and indefatigable » 


as the Hcuzouanas, would have attempted to 
crofs thefe mountains, or have fucceéded in 
their enterprife. For my part, I foon found 
fo many obftacles and embarraffments, that, 
unattended by fuch guides, I freely confefs I 
fhould have confidered the undertaking as the 
height of folly, and given infant orders to my 
peopie to return. | 

The Houzouanas themfelves had even ex- 
pected this ; and they endeavoured, ‘in every 
poffible way, to animate and encourage us. 
I faw them run on before, afcend the higheft 
‘peaks to difcover the eafieft paflages, and re- 


turn alertly to point them outto us. They - 


cared 
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eared not about doubling their fatigue, pro- 
vided they could fave us from any difficulty ; 
and they difplayed {fo much intelligence, fo 
much zeal and attachment, that, from mere 
admiration of their conduct, I was almoft in- 
fenfible to the painful and diftreffing labour of 
our march. a | 

It was the fame with our animals. As my 
people were not in a condition to attend them, 
I was obliged to commit them entirely to the 
care of thele guides; and they fhewed the 
fame fidelity in regard to this part of my cara- 
van as to ourfelves.. Whilft fome dire@ed 
us acrofs the ravines, the narrow defiles and 
fiffures, others were employed in conducting 
our loaded oxen over the tops of the moun- 
tains. From the bottom of the rocks which 
we were climbing, we could hear them above 
_ us encouraging them by their cries; and the 
noife it occafioned, the firft of the kind per- 
haps that had ever difturbed thefe folitudes, 
was re-echoed from the furrounding cliffs. 
The wild animals were frightened by it. I faw 
antelopes, hyzenas, and ever tigers, fying from 
us at a diftance, and repairing to their retreats. 
The vulture too winged his way in the air, 
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abandoning his ufual afylum, and replviciied to 
- the bellowing of my animals by the moft hor- 
rid croaking. : 

Situated as we were, the vicinity of ferocious 
beafts gave me no little uneafinefgs. Being 
neceflarily feparated by the ruggednefs of the 
place, we were perfe@tly unable to affift each 
other, and had therefore every thing to appre- 
hend in cafe of attack. When obliged to pafs 
through a narrow and deep defile, we were ex- 
pofed toa danger of another kind. Enclofed 
between rocks piled one upon another, and 
which fometimes rofe perpendicularly to the 
height of more than two hundred feet, we ran 
the rifk of being cruthed to atoms by the fall 
of fome fragment, detached by thofe who were 
marching above us. In the midit of thefe 
dangers, and others created by their imagina~ 
tions, my poltroons were by no means at their 
eafe. Confternation was painted in their 
countenances. “Chey walked along in pro- 
found filence, but with emotions of difquietude 
at the fame time that. announced unequivo- 
cally the ftate of their minds. 


At length, by dint of clambering, we gained © 


the furnamit of the chain; which the firft party of 
. my 
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my people had no fooner reached, than, cafting 
their eyes downwards to the plain below, they 
fhouted for joy, as if they had efcaped a fhip- 
wreck, 

We all flocked ier: and the joy became 
general, ‘The Houzouanas fhared in the ex- 
ultation, and pointed out to me with fingular — 
delight the windings of the river in the plain, | 
and the trees with which its banks were bor- 
dered. My people began to be afhamed of the 
fufpicions they had entertained of the fidelity 
of thefe men; and prefently their confidence 
was fo great as -almoft to dulpel every fhadow 
of uneatinefs. 

It now remained for us to defcend the 
mountain ; and we expeCted here.a repetition 
of the facies which we had already experi- 
enced in afcending it: but, befides that the 
pleafure of approaching the end of our jour- 
ney could not fail to foften them, we had rea- 
fon to conclude that they would be much 
fooner at an end, becaufe, the level of the river 
being higher than the plain on the oppofite 
fide, the fpace to be pafled over was a great 
deal fhorter ; and we found alfo,: at a certain 
diftance ee fummit, a convenient flation 


for 
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for halting. It was a verdant and delightful 


valley, watered by a rivulet ; and it appeared © | 


the more agreeable, as amidft thefe hideous 
mountains we had feen before nothing but 
objects of horror. ) 

At fight of this charming valley, my peo- 

ple forgot all their paft fatigues, and were 
equally regardlefs of thofe that were to come. 
The vicinity even of tigers, which had fo 
much frightened them, no longer engaged 
their thoughts. They all joined in requefting 
that I would ftop, and allow them to pafs the 
night in this delightful fpot; to which I con- 
fented the more readily, as it afforded excel- 
lent water for ourfelves and very bi paftu- 
rage for my cattle. 
_ While my camp was preparing, I af (cend- 
ed the rivulet, to recreate myfelf with the 
beauties of its banks, After a few windings 
T arrived at a rock, hollowed in the fhape of a 
grotto, where the ftream took its rife, and 
where its cool limpid water formed a bafon. 
And here, worn out with fatigue, I could. not 
refift the temptation of bl the pleafure 
of the bath. : 

This relief comforted and refrefhed me; 

and 
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and I quitted the grotto, after leaving my name 
infcribed on that virgin rock, which before 
had‘ perhaps never been vee by Baan 
being. 

In the night the Houzouanas ran to my tent, 
with great demonftrations of joy, to inform 
me, that they had at length perceived the fig- 
nals of their comrades; and they pointed out 
to me, in the north-weft point of the horizon, 
fires, which they faid were made by one of 
their hordes, and which they had anfwered, 
letting the horde know that. they would join 

it on the evening of the next day but one. 
Had my company been lefs numerous, I 
would gladly have remained a: week by this 
delightful brook, and near the cool grotto with 
which I had been fo much pleafed. But moft 
of ny people were eager to return home; the 
river they had in view increafed their impa- 
tience; and the next morning they fhowed 
as much ardour for departing, as they had ex- 
prefled unwillingnefs the day before to quit 
the brook. Accordingly I affented to their 
with ; and about noon we reached the banks 
of the much-defired river, without meeting 

VoL. II. wee with 
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with the leaft accident in the arduous paflage 
of the mountains. 

The Greater Nimiquas now began to 
breathe, and to recover from their fright. The 
firft day of cur expedition, they preferved a 
gloomy filence, and were penfive and. melan- 
_ choly, as if leading to execution. On the fe- 
cond, when they perceived the plain, their 
brows began to unbend a little, and I perceived 
they had acquired fufficient confidence to 
whifper each other inthe ear. But when, ar- 
rived at the river, they breathed their native 
air, and faw again a country they knew, 
cheerfulnefs and a. fenfe of fecurity overfpread 
their countenances, and they recovered for the 
firft time their {peech and their wonted looks. 
You would have faid, that, being on their own 
dunghill, they no longer feared thofe terrible 
Houzouanas, in whofe company they had fo 
trembled. | 

The next morning the Houzouanas an- 
nounced to me, that they fhould depart and 
join their comrades. I had nothing more to 
afk of them, as they had performed their pro- 


mife: yet I was not willing that thefe faith- 
ful 
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ful arid intrepid guides fhould leave me, with- 
out giving them fome teflimony of my fatif- 
faction and gratitude ; but I was in doubt what 
would be moft agreeable to them. 

My ftock of tobacco was fo diminithed, 
that I had been obliged for fome time to be 
ftri@tly economical in my diftributions: befides, 
thefe fober men, leading a wandering life at 
fuch a diftance from the colony, are fo ac- 
cuftomed to do without it, that the want of it 
cofts them little. On glafs beads they fet 
{carcely any value. What would have been 
moft acceptable to them was a knife: but I had 
not much more than half-a-dozen left, and of 
-courfe I could not give one to each, Ire. — 
folved, therefore, to diftribute four among 
them; and, that no one might have reafon to 
be diflatisfied, I propofed that they fhould {hoot 
at a mark, and that the four who came neareft 
to it fhould each have a knife. 

This exercife was a fort of feftival for my 
caravan. For my own part, exclufive of the 
amufement I expeéted from it, it would teach 
me, from their addrefs in handling their arms, 
how far the Heuzouanas were formidable; 
and I fhould fix in their memories an event, 
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which would give them reafon to talk of me 
for a long time, and make me known to their 
nation, if, as I hoped, I fhould revifit it. 

My propofal was received with a fhout of 
joy. The Hottentot alone appeared diflatisfied 
with it, becaufe, confcious he was the leaft ex- 
pert markfman, he defpaired of obtaining a 
prize. If I had received fervices from the 
Houzouanas, I, was more indebted for thefe 
fervices to their natural difpofition than to him, 
‘who, being a ftranger lately fettled in the horde, 
could have little influence with regard to their 
treatment of me. Yet, as he had been ufeful 
to me in the character of an interpreter, and as 

it was he who had principally given me an ac- 
count of the nation, I conceived that I owed 
him fome acknowledgment, and therefore 
promifed him a knife. 

Our fire-arms are fo certain, in confequence 
of their fight and the manner in which they 
may be pointed at an object, that in reality 
it is almoft a difgrace to a man not to be dex- 
terous in the ufe of them. It is not fo with the 
bow ; and, unlefs the favage fhoot at an object 
perpendicularly over his head, the fufileer has 
an infinite advantage over him, particularly if 

! the 
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the obje& at which he aims be fituated 1 in an 
horizontal direction. | 

Jn this cafe, unlefs the diftance be very short, 
the arrow cannot go point-blank to the mark ; 
but, to hit it, muft defcribe a parabola, to de- 
termine the elements of which requires a com- 
plicated calculation. ie 
Another neceffary point to be confidered i is, 
the exaét force that mutt be given to the ar- 
row, that it may neither go beyond nor fall 
fhort of the mark. 
' Finally, a third indifpenfable circumftance 

to be known is the altitude of the curve, that 
is to fay, the compound refult of the force and 
diftance. | 

To explain myfelf more clearly :—Suppofe 

the mark be a hundred and fifty feet diftance ; 
in this cafe the lefs radius of the parabola, 
whatever be its extent, muft have one third of 
the length of the greater diameter; or, in other 
words, the moft elevated point of the courfe of 
the arrow muft be fifty feet. It is neceflary 
too, that this point divide the diameter of the 
diftance nearly into two equal parts; fince, if 
the arrow furmount this point, it will go be- 
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yond, and, if it pafs below it, will fall thort, 
‘of the inark. | oe 

The way of life I have fo long led has given 
me fome experience of the theory as well as 
practice of this art, My moft intimate friends 
know, that I have often brought down {wallows 
flying, by blowing an arrow through a tube; 
and they have feen me many times cut a ball 
in two on the edge of a knife which I have fet 
up asa mark. I alfo handle the bow with con- 
fiderable dexterity: for in my childhood I 
learned the ufe of this weapon among the 
young Caribs at Surinam, and | afterwards 
improved myfelf in its ufe during my travels 
in Africa as often as I found an opportunity, 
and fometimes difputed the palm with the 
ableft Hottentot mark{men. 

The favage knows nothing of the theory, 
of which I have juft hinted at a few of the 
principles: but by practice and experience he | 
acquires aftonifhing ability. What indeed may. 
not be expected from people, who, having no 
means of defending their lives or procuring 
fubfifttence but their bow, accuftom themfelves 
to handle it from their earlieft infancy ? 

I have 
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IT have obferved that the Hottentots on the 
eaft are in general very adroit in the ufe of the 
bow: but none of them equal the Houzouanas. 
With thefe the praCtice of the bow is become 
aa art's; and this ‘art is even a branch of 
their military exercife, as I had an opportu- 
nity of convincing my/felf by this fhooting- 
match. 

The mark was a black circular fpot made 
with charcoal on the white inner bark of a 
large mimofa, which I caufed to be divefted of 
its outer rind. I left the candidates to fix 
among themfelves the diftance from which 
they would fhoot, and this they afcertained by 
a fhallow trench, which no one was allowed to 
-overftep. 

Thefe preliminaries being fettled, all ran to 
the appointed fpot; but without order, and | 
uttering exclamations of joy, as if each were 
going to certain victory. | 

Every one then felected from his quiver the 
arrow which he thought fitteft for fecuring the 
prize: and the precautions they took in mak- 
ing this choice, the care with which they exa- 
mined their arrows one after another, and 
the attention with which they fitted them to 
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their bows and poifed them in their hands, 
were very remarkable. 

The arrow being feleGied, they placed it on 
their bow: then they would crouch down with 
their head between their knees like frogs, leap 
and fpring from fide to fide, as if to avoid the 
_ arrows of their enemies, make feints, take aim 
at the mark, draw near the trench, recede from 
it, and take a hundred different attitudes, which 
at firft appeared to me the tricks of a jack- 
. pudding, but which were in reality employed — 
for the purpofe of eftimating the hiuation and 
diftance of the object. 

Kvery inftant I expected from their motions 
they were going to fhoot: but fuddenly they 
would retire back, begin again their move- 
ments and feints, and difcharge their arrows 
when I leaft expeéted it. At length, when 
they had all fhot for the firft prize, I gave a 
knife to him whofe arrow had come neareft 
to the centre of the mark. 

The fame proceeding took place for each of 
the other three prizes. Every time aknife was to 
be fhot for, the remaining bowmen employed 
the fame manceuvres: but, as the prizes dimi- 
nifhed in number, they redoubled their ardour 

and 
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and aétivity; and, during more than three 
quarters of an hour that the fport lafted, they 
difplayed before me all the feints, evolutions, 
and ftratagems, of their art of war, 

This exercife did not end with the dan 
,bution of the four prizes: Thofe who were 
unfuccefsful flill continued to fhoot; and I 
could not obferve without laughing, that fe- 
veral of them, after having hit the circle, were 
in a paflion with themfelves for having aimed - 
fo ill when there was fomething to be gained, 
and fo well when it was to no purpofe. 

In my turn, to fhow them what I could do, 
I placed myfelf at the trench with my large 
carbine, and fired feveral balls, each of which 
hit the mark. 

Not contented with fhowing them my own 
fuperiority, | was defirous of convincing them 
of that of my arms. For this purpofe, I took — 
aim at a rock four hundred paces diftant. At 
every fhot I {truck off from it a fplinter, and 
at every fhot I obferved the aflonithed favages 
feeking to divine from my countenance by 
what inconceivable magic I produced fuch an 
effect, fo fpeedily and at fo great a diftance. 

tho heighten their aftonifhment, I placed 

them 
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them all in a line fide by fide, and, flanding at 
a diftance, I put into my carbine a large charge 
of powder and a ball with a hole through 
it; and then firing, I made the ball whizz 
over their heads. 

The whizzing, which they Hieaa before the 
report of the carbine, ftupefied them with 
wonder. They doubted not but I could fend 
a ball as far as I pleafed, and that this had gone 
_ to take effe& at:an immeafurable diftance. 

Thefe experiments, added to other exploits 
they had often feen me perform, fuch as bring- 
ing down {mall birds on the wing, and even 
beetles, gave them a high opinion of my fu- 
periority. 

Having thus impreffed on their minds an 
exalted idea of my power, I reprefented to 
them how prudently they had aéted in receiv- 
ing me with friendfhip, and how rafh. it would 
be in any of their hordes to provoke my wrath 
by offending me. I defired them to warn 
their countrymen of the rifk they would run. 
on fuch an occafion ; but at the fame time I 
affured them, that, wherever I met any of 
them, I fhould always endeavour to make 
them my friends, as I had acted by their horde, 

bach 
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Finally, I reminded them of the fervices I had 
been fo eager to render them, and warmly 
thanked them for thofe they had rendered me 
in their turn. 

This produced the effect I expected. They 
all renewed their profeffions of friendfhip and 
attachment, both in their own name and that 
of their comrades. The women themfelves 
pointing to the jewels and ornaments I had 
beftowed on them, gave me to underftand, 
that they would confider it as a duty to wear 
them, that all the Houzouanas might learn 
to know the white man, the friend of their 
nation. | 

I was much flattered by thefe expreflions of 
gratitude, from which I derived the more 
pleafure, as they proceeded from thofe who 
had not fhared in the prizes of knives which I 
had fo recently diftributed. 

As a compenfation for this, I added liberally 
to the ornaments I had already beftowed on 
them, others of the fame kind, with which they 
were highly pleafed. The company of the 
women of my caravan had given them fome 
tafte for drefs. They were proud of thus 
prnamenting themfelves before their hufbands, 

who 
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who feemed, on account of it, to like them the 
better ; and I am perfuaded, that to the other 
Houzouana women of the country they would 
become objects of admiration and envy. De- 
lightful amufement! Enchanting moments! - 
In what a world, and under what laws, muft 
I regret your lofs! 

i could have withed to reclaim the Hottentot 
from the wandering life he had embraced ; 
which I urged him to quit, offering to conduct 
him back to the plantations with me: but he 
fteadily refufed to comply with my folicita- 
tions. He had a wife and two young children, 
from whom he could not part ; and this motive 
rendered his determination refpeCtable in my 
eyes. In that country the fentiments of nature 
are not learned from books, nor is it neceflary 
to write a volume in order to fhow what isright 
and what is wrong. When we parted, the people 
of the horde prefled my hand, and even my 
cowards joined in the ceremony. Yet I per-— 
ceived, on more faces than one, an expreffion 
of pleafure at being delivered from the burden 
of fear; and that fo many fervices, and fo 
much friendfhip and confidence, had not been 
able totally to eradicate prejudice from every 

rau - ‘heart, 
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heart. Alas! how mifchievous in its effects 
and how difficult to countera&t is common 
fame ! 

For myfelf, who, far from fearing the Hot 
zouanas, had felt pleafure from their fociety, 
and entertained an affection for them, I once 
more confefs that I did not part from them 
without regret; that I found them an active, 
laborious, and intelligent race of men, ever 
ready to oblige in fpite of obftacles, and fu- 
perior to other favages both in anes and 
ability. 

What indeed particularly infpired me with 
a predileGiion in their favour, was their open 
and f{miling countenance. Such is the habitual 
ftate of their features, that the gloomy and 
dubious impreflion of uneafinefs and miftruft 
is never perceptible on them. The Hou- 
zouana, it is true, has violent paflions, and, 
when he is under their influence, they are de- 
pidted on his countenance in a forcible and 
firiking manner: but the ftorm is of fhort du- 
ration ; he foon comes to himfelf, and his face 
inftantly refumes the expreflion of his frank, 
unfufpeGing, and loyal mind. 

Among all the other African nations, almoft 

with- 
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without exception, I found an imbecile ftu- 
pidity, which made them enraptured with 
every thing I carried with me for my ufe: 
The Houzouanas contemplated them with 
thofe emotions of curiofity which every pro- 
duétion of induftry would naturally excite in a 
people deftitute of arts ; but this curiofity was 
neither ftupid admiration nor the childifh de- 
fire of favages in general. | | 
Nothing filled them with real aftonifhment 
but my fire-arms. During the whole time 
they were with me, thefe were the fubjects of 
their attention and difeourfe: But it is to be 
obferved, I had endeavoured to infpire them 
with the greateft terror by difplaying their 
effects. I never fufiered them to touch my 
fufees, and I was particularly careful not to 
fhow them the mode of ufing them. When 
once they had imbibed the defire of poffefling 
them, perhaps it would not be long before 
they would contrive means of procuring them 3 
and then how dangerous would be thefe moun: 
-taineers to the plantations, and even to the 
Cape itfelf; fince, fecure from attack in theif 
mountains, and indefatigable in their expedi« 
tions, their nocturnal and unexpected attacks 
7 render 
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render them already irrefiftible enemies! Often 
have I rejoiced that the nation was one of the 
pooreft of Africa ; and that, being deititute of ~ 
every thing, it had nothing to barter by way 
of trade. But for this, fuch of the colonitts 
who follow the occupation of traveriing the 
deferts, would perhaps have penetrated as far as 
- thefe people; perhaps would have fupplied 
them with powder and fire-arms, and cer 
tainly would have inftilled into them the defire 
of procuring them; and who can tell to what 
this defire would have led! 

Yet thefe formidable people infpired me 
with more love and efteem than any other 
tribe in Africa.. With them I would have un- 
dertaken without fear to traverfe the whole of 
that quarter of the globe, had my good fortune 
permitted me to know them fooner: and if 
ever circumftances allow me to refume the 
projeQ, which it has been fo painful to me to. 
 relinguifh, they are the only ones that fhall 
be my companions in the enterprife, and to 
them alone will I dire my fleps withour 
delay. 

From the pleafure which it ftill gives me to 
- talk of them an idea may be formed of the pain 
I felt 
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I felt at their departure. During the remainde# 
of the day, I experienced a wearifome void ; 
fomething feemed wanting to me; and the 
fatisfation that their abfence afforded to feve- 
ral of my Hottentots did but increafe my 
vexation. They exulted as if they had car- 
ried their point againft me: and fancied, 
now the Houzouanas were gone, they fhould 
become again as neceflary to me as ever. | 
Night gave a little check to this infolent 
joy. At the clofe of day, we perceived fires 
at two or three leagues diftance on our right ; 
and thefe fires abated their confidence and re- 
vived their fears. Probably they were fignals 
made by the Houzouanas who had left me to in- 


form their comrades of their fituation. But 


the fingle idea of Houzouanas was fufficient 
to excite terror in my troop. -My people had 
no doubt but it was a new horde, by which 
we fhould fpeedily be attacked; and in con- 
fequence they all {pent the night on the watch, 
tormenting and perplexing themfelves. with © 
{inifter conjectures. For my part, to punifh 
them for their infolence, I refolved to, leave 
them in their miftake. I even pretended to 
be of their opinion refpeCting the fires, and 

while 
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while they were kept awake by their fears, I 
retired to my tent to fleep in tranquillity. 

This anxious night ferved but to increafe 
their impatience to return home. Had I 
Iiftened to them, I fhould have fet off the next 
morning the fhorteft way to my camp at 
Orange-River. But I had not yet forgotten 
the pleafant days I had fpent on the upper part _ 
of this river, and I was not defirous of quitting 
fo haftily the banks of a flream, near which I 
~ had procured fo many birds for my collection, 
_ and the water and paftures of which could alone 
recover. my cattle from the fatisue they had 
undergone. I was refolved, therefore, to follow 
its courfe for fome time; and the very next 

day I fpent fix hours in tracing its wind- 
dngsei ayy 

This excurfion afforded me feveral new fpe- 
cies of birds, and particularly a variety of the 
touraco, different from that which | faw in 
the Auteniquacountry. The fucceeding days 
were equally fortunate, and added alike to 
my pleafures, my acquilitions, and my dif- 
coveries. 

In one of my hunts I killed a: monftrous 
boar, altogether different from any known {pe- 

Vor. Ill. een | cles. 
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- cies. Its fnout inftead of being taper and ft 
the form of a probofeis, is on the contrary’ 
very broad and fquare at the end. It has fmalf 
eyes, at a very little diftance from cach 
other, level with the furface, amd mear the top 
of the forehead. On each cheek a very thick 
cartilaginous fin “projects: horizontally, being 
about three inches long and as many broad. | 
At firft fight you would be tempted to take thefe 
excrefcences for the ears; particularly as the 
real ears of the animal, flicking as it were to 
the neck which is very fhort, are partly con- 
cealed by an enormous mane, the briftles of 
which, in colour red, brown, and preyiih, are 
fixteen inches in length on the fhoulders. Di-~ 
rely below thefe falfe ears is a bony protube- 
rance on each'fide, projecting more than am 
inch, ferving the animal to ftrike with to the 
right and left. The boar has, befides, four tulks,, 
of the nature of ivory, two in each jaw: the 
‘upper enes are feven or eight inches long ; 
very thick at the bafe and terminating in an 
obtufe point, grooved, and rifinge perpendicu- 
Jarly as they iffue from the lips: the lower’ 
ones are much fmaller, and fo clofe to the up- 
per ones when the mouth its fhut, that they 
‘appear 
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appear as one. The head is a truly hideous 
object. It is fcarcely lefs fo than that of 
the hippopotamus, to which at firft view it 
appears to have a ftriking refemblance. Syf 
tematifts, accuftomed to view nature only ac- 
cording to rules eftablithed by themfelves, 
_will be far from acknowledging this animal to 
be a boar: for, not to mention its large f{nout, 
it wants incifive teeth in both jaws. Notwith- 
ftanding its wide muzzle, it ploughs up the 
earth to fcek for roots, on which it feeds. It 
is very active; though large and bulky; run- 
hing with fuch fpeed, that the Hottentots give 
it the name of the runner. Some future day 
I thall return to this interefting quadruped : 
and in the mean time I fhall here give a plate 
of a young oné which I have in my collection*®. 

Having feen neither the mouth nor the 
fource of Fith-River, I cannot fpeak with 
certainty of its fituation, and muft rely on fea~ 


* Puffon has given a figure of this Cape boar from 
profeffor Allamand, in his Supplement to his Hiftory of 
p Quadiupeds, vol. v, plate 11, of the duodecimo edition : 
but nothing like the head of this animal is difcoverable 
in the figure, as all its characteriftics have been omitted by 


the draughtfman. : 
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-men and geographers, at leaft for what regards 
the place where it pours itfelf into the fea. I 
fhall only remark, that, ina country fo irregular 
as Africa, it is very difficult to. know a river. 
which runs any confiderable way. At one 
time, piercing through fteep mountains or 
lofing itfelf under rocks; at another, falling 
down from them in cafcades, frequently per- 
haps in diverging branches, which, when they’ 
meet, take a contrary direction, and return 
back towards its fource; it 1s by no means 
ealy to trace it amid fo many obftacles. To 
fucceed in this, I know but one method, which 
would be to fet out from the fource of the river, 
and thence to travel conftantly along its banks, 
without once lofing fight of it. But. who 
would attempt fuch an enterprife? And, were 
it attempted, would it always be practicable? 
At my third encampment by this river, my 
Nimiguas recollected a chain of very lofty 
m. untains, the pafturage of which they highly 
extolied;.and added, that on this account there 
was almoft always a horde of their country- 
men f{lationed there. Thefe praifes were not 
without delign, and this defign it was eafy to 
gels; but, as it accorded with my own, I 
made 
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made no difficulty in acceding to it. Accord- 
ingly I decamped, and directed ny courfe to- 
wards the mountains. After two days fhort'jour- 
ney, we arrived in a pleafant valley, fhaded by 
_ aprodigious number of mimofas in full bloom, 
and where we found feveral herds of cattle, 
which denoted fome Hottentots to ole in the . 
neighbourhood. 

The Nimiquas having advanced with Klaas 
to announce my coming, we foon faw the 
whole horde approaching. At this fight my 
people exprefled the higheft joy. You would 
have faid, that, after having efcaped from 
affaffins, they had found prote@tors to place 
their lives in a ftate of fecurity. They con- 
gratulated each other, {queezed the hands 
of the new comers, prefled them to their breatts, 
-and overwhelmed them with expreffions of 
friendfhip. Had they been their acquaintance 
or relations, they could not have difplayed 
more tranfport. The beauty of the pattures, 
which. every where covered the feet of the 
mountains, madeus refolve to sake a few days 
near the horde. | 
~ When my tent was erected, the chief of 
the horde came to fee me, and give me very | 

: R 3 agreeable 
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agreeable news of my camp on Orange-River, 
where no difafter had happened during my 
abfence, as he learned from the people of 
another horde, who had gone thither to ex- 
change cattle for tobacco, He would gladly 
have fent thither fome of his people alfo for 
the fame purpofe, as there was not a morfel 
of tobacco in his kraal; but an alarming cir- 
cumftance kept him in continual fear, and 
prevented him from weakening his company, 
which was not sbihniad by detaching from 
it a party of me 

A lion and one had for hee time taken 
up their abode near the horde, in an impene- 
trable thicket which he pointed out to me, 
‘The horde had endeavoured to diflodge them, 
but in vain; and they {till retained pofleffion of 
their fortrefs. Every night they iffued forth 
to attack not the herd oaly, but even the men 3 
and the very night before my arrival they had 
carried offan ox. Full of hope and confidence 
in my fire-arms, the chief congratulated him- 
{elf on my coming, and requefted me to em- 
~ ploy my weapons to deliver them from fuch 4 
fcourge, not doubting but I thould fucceed if 
I would make the attempt. | 


Of 
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Of the two obligations that might be con- 
ferred on thefe good people, one was not in 
my power, that of fupplying them with to- 
bacco. My peopie had been at half their 
ufual allowance of this article for 2 month paft, 
and even at that rate i had not enough to-an- 
| fwer the demand of my journey: of courfe I 
was not willing, by an improper difplay of 
liberality, to give them reafon to accufe me of 
depriving them of their due, for the purpofe 
of gratifying ftrangers at their expence. 

With refpe& to the lions, it was more eafy 
for me to render the horde the fervice they 
wanted ; but this required much prudence and 
circum{peGion. Their obfinately perfevering 
to remain in the thicket, notwithflanding all 
that had been done to drive them out, gave 
me reafon to fufpe&t they had young ones; 
and this circumftance rendered the attack a 
bufinefs of no {mall danger. 

Thefe animals, at all times formidable, have 
at {uch periods a fiercenefs that nothing can 
refift. Animated by the neceflity of defend- 
ing and procuring food for their young, they 
_dread no danger, and would face a whole 
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army. It is not courage they then poffefs—it 
is raging madnefs. 

Neverthele!s I promifed to attack then the 
next day, and engaged at leaft to drive them 
away, if l could not deftroy them. Confider- 
ing, however, the clofenefs of the thicket and 
the difficulty of the attack, I required, exclu- 
five of all my own people whom | intended to 
employ, that thofe of the horde fhould alfo 
join me. During the night we furrounded 
‘ourfelves with very large fires, and difcharged 
from time to time our mufkets. But thefe 
precautions were unneceflary; for the lions, 

| having the remains of their ox to devour, did 
not appear, though we heard them during a 
‘great part of the night. 

At break of day, the men of the horde were | 
ready, armed with arrows and aflagays, and 
waited nothing but my orders to proceed to 
the attack. Even the women and children 
would be of the party; lefs indeed to fight 
than to fatisfy their. curiofity and enjoy our 
victory. I heard the lions fiill growling in 
their flrong site : bai the increafing light foon 
filenced them. ‘The fun. appeared ; and the 

profound 
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profound filence that then prevailed was the 
fignal for our departure. : | 
_ The thicket was about two hundred paces ~ 
long and fixty wide. It occupied a fpot funk 
lower than the adjacent ground, fo that it was 
to be entered on a defcent. ‘The whole con- 
fifted of bufhes and briers, except fome mimo- 
fas which rofe from its centre. Thefe trees, 
could I have reached them, would have afforded 
me an advantagous pofition for the attack. On 
their fummits I fhould have been fecure, and 
might have fhot the two animals at my eafe: 
but, not knowing exaCily the fituation of their 
lair, it would have been highly imprudent in 
metotraverfe the thicket, in order to reach thefe © 
trees, fince I fhould thereby have expofed my- 
felf to the danger of being feized by the way. 
Unable to attack thefe formidable beafts in 
their retrenchments, all that remained was to 
tempt them out of their fort; for it was difh- 
cult, not to fay impoffible, to come at them 
through the briers and bufhes that covered 
them, and my markfmen would vainly have 
attempted to manage or prefent with any aim, 
when thus entangled, their long fufees. I 
~ therefore determined to place them and the 
other 
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other favages at certain diftances from each 
other upon the eminences all round the wood, 
fo that the lions fhould be unable to reach the 
plain without being perceived ; perfuaded that 
in the open country we fhould be the ftronger. 
party and finally triumphant, 

None of the favages daring to enter the 
wood, we refclved to force all the oxen of the 
horde iuto it. Accordingly, when we were at 
our pofts, with our guns ready to fire, we 
drove the oxen before us, compelling them by 
our voices and blows to enter the thicket. At 
the fame time my dogs opened, and I fired off 
feveral pifiols to frighten the lions and make 
them come out. 

‘The oxen, fcenting their enemies, foon 
rufhed back with affright, and returned to- 
wards us; but our cries, the barking of the. 
dogs, and the report of our arms, compelled 
them to re-enter the thicket, which they did 
in a fort of fury, joftling one another, and bel- 
lowing in a fearful manner. 

The lions on their fide were wiied. at the 
fight of danger, and their rage vented itfelf in 
dreadful roars. We heard them in every part of 
the thicket, without their daring to fhew them- 
6 | {elves 
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felves any hates or advance upon t us.. The 
conflict of two armies could not be more loud 
than their threatening voices, confounded with 
the cries of men and dogs, and the furious 
Jowing of the oxen. ‘This hideous concert 
continued great part of the morning, and we 
began to defpair of the fuccefs of our enter- | 
prife, when fyddenly i heard, on the fide oppo- 
fite to me, piercing cries inftantly followed by 
the report of agun, which made me tremble. 
But fhouts of joy immediately fucceeded, and, 
pafling from one to another along the circle 
all they came to me, announced a victory. I 
ran to the place, and found the lionels expir- 
ing. Klaas, who was ftationed at that poft, 
had fired and fhot her through the body. 
Her dugs, though without milk, were {welled 
and pendent, which indicated the had young 
ones, and proved that I had not been millaken 
in my conjecture. 

It came into my head to employ her carcafe 
for the purpofe of enticing them out of the 
thicket. With this view I ordered it to be 
drawn to a certain diftance, not doubting but 
the young ones would comein quelt of their 

iget esl 
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dam, and that the male would probably follow 
either to avenge or defend them. 


I collected at my new polt fome of my hun- 


ters from the right and left, and we retired to 
the diftance of thirty paces from the carcafe, 
ready to fire ifthe animals advanced. But 
my firatagem was unfuccefsful, and we fpent 
feveral hours waiting for them in vain. 

‘Fhe whelps, indeed, uneafy at not feeing 
their mother, ran about the thicket, growling 
on all fides. The male too, on being feparated 
from her, redoubled his roarings and his rage. 
We faw him for a moment appear at the edge 
of the thicket, his eyes fparkling, his mane 
erect, and lafhing his fides with his tail But 
unfortunately he was out of fhot of my car- 
bine; and one of my markfmen, who was pofted 
nearer, fired and miffed him. At this he re- 
tired ; and, whether he feared to attack fo nu 
merous a body of men, or was unwilling to 
leave his young, or had received fome flight 
_ wound, he appeared no more. Though ani- 
mals of this fpecies, as have already obierved, 
are more fierce and intrepid when they have 
young than gt any other period, yet the males 
: are 


i 


AP RE CM thy 252 


are not fo much fo as the females—a fa& well 
known to the favages. 

After waiting a long time to no purpofe, and: 

defpairing of the fuccefs of my ftratagem, I re- 
folved to return to my former plan of attack. 
In confequence I fent all the people to their 
pofts, and we again attempted to drive the 
oxen into the thicket, in order to diflodge the 
remainder of the family. But they were too 
much frighted. They all refufed to proceed, 
and I was obliged to give up the defign; 
though my dogs, animated by the blood of the 
lionefs, which they had fcented, opened with 
great ardour, and fhowed much eagerneds for 
the {port. 
_ We had fpent a confiderable part of the = 
in the chace; the fun was declining; and it 
would become more dangerous. I deemed it 
prudent, therefore, to think of retreating, 
and to defer our final victory till the next 
day. | 

The favages conveyed the lionefs to the 
_ kraal, for the purpofe of feafting on her: but, 
as I was defirous of lrer fin, I direéted this to 
be firft taken off She was four feet four 
inches and half {about four feet eight inches 

Engilith] 
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Englith] high, to the top of the fhoulder, atid 
ten feet eight inches [eleven feet four inches] 
‘long, from the point of the nofe to the éextre- 
mity of the tail. 

When the animal was flayed, Klaas very 
naturally threw the {kin over his fhoulders to 
carry it to the kraal, whither he was a¢com« 
panied with fhouts by all the horde. He him- 
felf trod like a hero. I obferved this new 
Alcides; and, diftant as I was from the lions 
of Nemea, the refemblance was fo ftriking, 
that I caught myfelf marching gravely i the 
midft of this renewal of the Grecian feftival, 
If my Klaas obtained not all the hotiours of the 
fon of Alcmena, it was apparently becaufe a - 
more powerful deity had direGted his arm. I - 
too had fome fhare in the bufinefs; the plan 
of the attack was mine, and in eonfequence I - 
was loaded with thanks and praifes. 

The chief requefted me to accept four fheep’ 
and a couple of oxen in the name of the horde, 
as a teftimony of its gratitude. The fheep I 
. immediately killed, to add to the entertainment 
_ which the lionefs was to furnifh: but the two 

oxen I gave up to Klaas , who in faét had well 


earned them. At firft he -refufed, and per= 
fitted 


fifted in their being mine. But when I urged 
to him, that they were prefented on account 
of the death of the lionefs, and that this death 
was his work, he no os hefitated to accept 
them. 

This feaft was the more agreeable, as, in 
part, it confifted of the animal which had oc- 
cafioned fo much deftrution. I had certainly 
not the fame defire for its flefh as the reft of the 
guefts ; yet I was induced to tafte, but found it 
inferior to that of the tiger. 

After the repaft came the amufements. The 
company danced and fung all night; and their 
revelry, which did not allow me a moment's 
fleep, ferved alfo to remind me of the Nemean 
{ports. 

During the night I heard nothing either of 
the lion or the whelps: but this I afcribed to 
the noify mirth of my favages; and indeed 
had all the lions of the country affembled in 
the thicket to roar in concert, I know not 
whether their voices would not have been 
drowned in the uproar of the feaft. There 
-was another reafon, however, for this filence. 
‘The male, affrighted by the dangers he had | 
‘run, availed himfelf of the darknefs of the 

! | night 
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hight to retire with his family; dnd in thé 
morning, when we returned to the chace, we 
found the thicket deferted. | | 

From the firft movements of my dogs when 
they entered the buihes, and their manner of 
hunting, I perceived that we were too late. 
To be certain, however, I fired off a piftol a 
few times, hoping that the animals, if they 
were ftill there, would be roufed at the report, 
and foon caufe themfelves to be heard, either 
by their growling, or the ftirthey would make — 
“in the bufhes. i 
This preliminary having produced no figns 
of any thing being prefent, we cautioufly 
advanced into the thicket, where we found 
the marks only of the {poil that had been. made 
by this hungry family. On all fides were feen 
bones fcattered about or lying in heaps; and 
the fight of this charnel-houfe, reminding the 
horde of the loffes it had experienced, each 
began to relate and lament his own. 

In the mean time I employed myfelf in 
tracing the footlteps of the lion and the whelps, 
to judge of the bulk of the one, and the num- 
ber and fize of the others. ‘Though there 
are inftances of a lionefs having three young 

4 | ones 
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‘Ones at a litter, this appeared to have had but 
two; which I had reafon to fuppofe were | 
equal at leaft to my great dog Yager, who was 
as high as my middle, and confequently they 
were already formida ble, ‘and capable of ‘SNe 
confiderable mifchief. 

To judge of the old lion from the print of 
his foot, sh was one third. lar: ger than that 
‘of the lionels, he muft have been of the large eft 
fize. : 
Some critic, I know not who, aera him- 

felf with fome animadverfions upon me in the 
Fournal ade Paris, May 25, 1788, places me 
“ with a lion face to face,” and then pom- 
poully adds, *¢ that we examined each other — 
“with haughty looks, but my intrepid cou- 
“ rage at length obliged the animal to take to 

“¢ his heels,” | | 
) The attitude is fine, no doubt : but, hes 
he gave me fuch a powerful look, he fhould 
not have forgotten to beftow on me the club 
and the firength of Hercules. Whatever 
my critic may think, it is certain, that, the firft 
refle€tion of any man, however brave, unlefs 
at the fame time he be a fool or a madman, 
- when he finds himfelf before a formidable 
Vor, IT. ag ae Ne enemy, 
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enemy, is to compare his ftrength with that of 
his antagonift ; and, if he find them very un- 
equal, the danger to which he is expofed muft 
neceflarily have its weight with him. This at 
leaft I have always experienced, and cer- 
tainly I do not think myfelf more of a coward 
than another man. Accordingly, whenever I 
have found myfelf “ face to face” with an ele- 
phant, a rhinoceros, a tiger, a lion, or the like, 
I confefs, notwithftanding my confidence in 
my weapons, far from feeling myfelf, at the 
firft inftant, totally devoid of alarm: I have al- 
ways experienced a violent palpitation, a fen- 
fation clofely allied to fear. But this is of 
fhort duration, and has never deterred me: 
from the attack, well affured of the fuperiority 
given me by my prudence and arms. ‘Then, 
laying afide every idea of danger, I have 
marched ftraight forward to my enemy, how- 
ever formidable he may be, and, if a wild: 
‘beaft, have thought only of killing, wounding, ~ 
or at leaft putting him to fips) 
To wait in ambufh for a lion, and fire at ~ 
him as he pafles by, is an enterprife not with- 
out danger; but to attack in “ face” a lionefs 
attended by her whelps and their father, and in 
| her 


her impenetrable retreat, would be rath even 
to madnefs, without previoufly fecuring every 
kind of affiftance that can command fuccefs. 
And even this would be unpardonable, unlefs 
required by urgent necellity. 

Savages know by experience the peril of 
fuch enterprifes, and therefore never fettle ina 
place where they fufpect there are any whelps. 
Woe betide the horde that may be near them! 
Almoft every night their herds will be attacked. 
It is a tribute they muft neceflarily pay, and 
from which they will feldom endeavour to 
guard themfelves, choofing rather to wait with 
patience till the young family, ceafing to be a 
burden to their parents, fhall go and fx them- 
- felves elfewhere. 

The horde near this thicket would never 
have ventured to propofe to me fuch an attack, 
but for their high confidence in my fire-arms ; 
and J, notwithftanding the afliflance of my 
hunters and my numerous company, would 
not have hefitated to refufe, if, when afking 
this fervice of me as an extraordinary favour, 
they had not confented to fhare with us the 
whole of the danger. | Bars 

Thefe were my. motives for adopting the 

ae refo-~ 
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refolution-I took, and I had every reafon to 
congratulate mytfelf on my fuccefs; fince, of the 
four beafts we had to. deftroy, the moft for- 
midable was flain, and the three others took 
flight; while, to increafe my happinefs, not a 
lingle perfon was wounded, nor even one 
of the oxen that were driven into the thicket. 
Jad we killed the lion firft, we thould pro- 
bably have deftroyed the whole family ; but, 
if one of the whelps ‘had fallen:a facrifice be- | 
fore its mother, there is little doubt but it would 
have coft the life of one of us, fince the event 
would ‘have: fo enraged the lionefs, that the 
' would? have braved every danger, and rafhed 
inftantly upon the party. Accordingly I had 
firi@tly enjoined every one not to fire at the 
young ones till the old ones were killed. | 
Satisfied with having delivered the horde 
from this fcourge, and having no other motive 
to remain with them, I fixed the next day but 
one for my departure. This declaration was 
by no means agreeable to my people. They 
had found among thefe Nimiquas the fame 
eafy and compliant manners as they had be- 
fore experienced. in fome other hordes, which 
induced them to with for a longer ftay, When 
they 
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they parted from the Houzouanas, they had 
defired to return to the camp at Orange-River 
the fhortetft way ; and now they afked to re- 
main where we were, without alleging a fin- 
gle reafon for it, But fuch requefts were 
little calculated to have any weight with me. I 
was not a man to change my purpoies to gra- 
tify the inclinations of. people of whom I had 
fo much reafon to complain ; and I therefore 
declared that 1 fhould perfift in my intentions. 
There were two. different ways to Orange- 
River, between which I had to choofe. One 
was to proceed to the weft till I reached the 
fea-fide, proceed along the coaft to the mouth 
of the river, and then travel up its banks to the 
camp of the giraffe. For the other, I had only 
to follow the direGtion of the mountains; and, 
as they ran fouth, thereby pointing out my 
courfe, this would be the moft. certain as well 
as the fhorteft and eafieft. an | 
I was, however, more inclined to the for- 
mer, becaufe, by travelling along the river’s 
fide, I fhould difcover its courfe, which I much 
wifhed. But, thort as 1 was of tobacco and 
other fimilar ftores, how prevail on perfons 
already murmuring at the diminution of their 
| § 3 allow= 
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allowance, and who would foon be reduced 
to a total ftoppage of it, to take fo long a 
round? How induce the Greater Nimi- 
quas, now on the point of rejoining their 
horde, to turn their backs, and wander from 
it anew? Above all, with fuch a large train 
and fo many cattle, how undertake. to traverfe 
_ plains, neither more rugged nor difficult, it is 
true, than that we had already crofled, but in 
which, inftead of the indefatigable Houzouanas, 
I had attendants who, for the moft part, were 
of little ufe to me, and almotft all of whom had 
forfeited my confidence? 

By taking the other road, I learned from 
the chief of the horde, that, after two days 
march, I fhould fall in with another of this 
- nation ; that this would conduc me to a third; 
and that thus it would be eafy for me to pro- 
ceed from horde to horde with fure guides as 
far as Orange-River. As he offered to fend 
fome of his own people to condu& me to the 
firft, I accepted his offer, and departed with the 
more fatisfaction, as I refleGted, that it would 
be in my power when IJ arrived at the camp, 
if circumftances permitted it, to refume my 
{cheme of tracing the courfe of the ftream. 

‘Mott 
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Moft of my people were fo enfeebled by 
the pleafures of every kind in which they had 
indulged during their refidence with the horde, 
that many, unable to fupport the fatigues of 
the march, remained behind at different dif- 
tances. At length the number of thefe loiter- 
ers became fo confiderable, that I was obliged 
to halt, after travelling fix leagues, in an angle 
of the mountains where the chain, altering 
its dire€tion, turned to the fouth-eaft. Laue 
horde we had quitted had previoufly refided 
here, fo that the pafture had been eaten up; 
and we found only the firft fhoots of the new 
grafs. 

Here, after having lead ceafed to fee any 
giraffes, I met ‘with them again for the firft 
time. My guides affured me, the farther J 
went to the weit, the more fcarce they would 
become; and I could eafily believe them, from 
the fmall number that appeared in the prefent 
inftance, compared with what I had feen to the 
eait. : | 

On my return to the Cape, Pinar told me, 
that, after we feparated, having travelled up 
Orange-River for feveral days, he had all the - 
way {een giraffes, though never on the left bank; 

S 4 nor 
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nor indeed have I ever heard of an Ly making | 
their appearance there: whence I conclude, 
that in this fouthern part of Africa the diftrict 
inhabited by thefe animals is a fpace of about 
four degrees, that is to fay, the interval be- 
tween the two rivers, Fifh and Orange river. 

Not that they have been exclufively confined 
to this {pot by nature, and are unable to exilt 
in any other. On the’ contrary, they have 
been feen at Galam on the Senegal, three 
hundred léagues from its mouth; at leaft I 
have heard fo from people of credit. We read 
in ancient travellers, that they were to be 
found in India: and if the moderns do not 
ipeak of them there, it is becaufe the breed is 
deftroyed, or become lefs numerous, and retired 
into the deferts. Bruce alfo mentions a 
giraffe which he faw in Abyffinia. I fuf- 
peat, however, that it was fome other qua- 
druped, and not a giraffe, fince he tells us 
that thefe animals have the horns of an an- 
telope. 

Refuming our journey the next. day, we 
perceived about noon a herd of horned eattle, 
which announced the horde we were feeking. 
But at fight of us their keepers were alarmed, 
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and fled towards the kraal, driving their cattle 
before them as faft as poffible. 

This did not aftonifh me, and was what I 
expected ; fince, independently of our num~ 
ber, our appearance alfo was terrifying.— 
Though it was the month of March, and the © 
heat began to abate, it was yet fufficient to in- 
commode us, fo that we continued to wear 
thofe umbrellas of which | have fpoken above, 
and which, from their unufual figure, mutt 
have rendered us fo many {carecrows. 

I diatched my guides after the fugitives, 
to remove their apprehenfions, and ftop them 
before they communicated the alarm to the 
horde. Accordingly they waited for me, tefti- 
fied their friendfhip, and went to -acquaint 
their comrades with my arrival. Several of 
my people went with them, and I fhortly fol- 
lowed ; but I ftopped and encamped at fome 
‘diftance from the kraal ; for I had not yet for- 
otter the noify nights aba at the preceding 
horde, and was defirous of being permitted to 
fleep at this in quiet. wait 

‘Men, women, and children, came all to fee - 
me. The favage knows fcatcely more than 
two fentiments toward ftrangers—either ex- 
a treme 
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treme miftruft or unbounded confidence. Giv- 
ing himfelf up entirely to the one or the 
other, he admits no'intermediate fhades in his 
intercourfe. Thofe cunning artifices which 
we term prudence and circumf{pection are un- 
known to him. Thus he fhows himfelf ex- 
actly as he is; fo that you cannot be miftaken 
in his conduét, and are warned to be on 
your guard, or invited to truft in him with 
fecurity. 

I propofed for the next day to A giraffes. 
All the horde joined in this diverfion, and were 
employed in driving the animals towards us. 
We were fo fortunate as to kill a female, which 
meafured in height about fourteen feet four 
inches [Englifh], and, according to the favages, 
it was one of the largeft fize. This female we 
fuppofed by the appearance of the teeth to be 
very old, and its colour accordingly approached 
very near that of the males. I was defirous 
of finding one with her foal, as perhaps I might. 
have caught the young one alive; and I was 
in hopes this would have had one in her womb, 
‘but my hopes were difappointed. | 

In proportion as I drew near to my camp, I 
remembered the need I had of procuring oxen. 


This — 
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This horde had many; but I could procure 
only feven, for want of merchandife. The 
people wifhed for tobacco and dacca (the leaves 
of hemp); commodities with which I was un- 
able to fupply them. I had ftill a tolerable 
quantity of beads, but upon thefe they fet very 
little value. 

Fortunately the women obferved among my 
wares fome red and white beads about the fize 


of a hazel nut, which pleafed them fo much by 


their variegated colour, that they would have 


_ given for them all they poflefled. The men 


too appeared equally fond of them. Thefe, 


therefore, a dozen or two of large nails, and 


fome brafs wire for bracelets, anfwered my 
purpofe of barter. | 

To the greater part of my readers, perhaps, 
thefe remarks will feem trivial; but to tra- 
vellers who undertake, like me, to vifit Africa, 
they are of great importance, and, on that ac- 
count, I ought by no means to omit them. 

On quitting the horde, [ difmifled the guides 
who had conducted me thither, and took 
others to fhow me the way to the next. We 
bent our courfe to the eaft, following the di- 


rection of the mountains ; but an accident hap- 


pened 
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pened on the road; which had like to have 
done much mifchief, or even coft me my 
life. 

One of my oxen was laden with the boxes 
which ‘contained the articles of. trafic: and 
one of thefe boxes, probably not well fafiened, 
made fuch a noife by its fhaking that. the ani- 
mal became reitlefs. Teaied by the continual 
clacking of the box, he made an effort to fhake 
it off, and at laft fucceeded; but the others, 
botarik ed and dragged down by it in its fall, 
fell likewife, and made fuch a clatter, that the 
ox and ali that were near him, being terrified, 
betook themfelves to flight. 

The alarm communicated itfelf to the reft, 
and all my animals, goats, fheep, and horfes, 
{campered off each a different way. In amo- » 
ment the whole caravan was in confufion, and 
the drivers themfelves, dragged alone by their 
beafts, which they could not Hopi were Mis | 
peried with them. 

The moft diftant of the fugitives was the 
pack-ox that firft took flight; but, hampered. 
in his courfe by the ftraps of his baggage, and 
not being able to difengage himfelf from them, 
he had ftopped, and was plunging and bellow- 


ing 
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ing with rage. I galloped up to him, with 
the defign to drive him towards the caravan ; 
but he anfwered my endeavours by a ftroke of 
his horn, ‘which gored my horfe in the flank 
and toré his leg; and the horfe, giving a fud- 
~ den fpring, fell down on his fide, threw me ten 
paces from him, and ran away. P 
- Fortunately, in my fall, I retained faft hold 
of my sun ; and this circumftance faved my 
life. The ox rufhed upon me, with his nofe 
to the ground, ready to gore me with his horns 
and tofs me into the air, when I cocked my 
piece, and, by one of the luckieft fhots I ever 
fired, laid him dead at the diftance was of'a few 
yards from me. 
‘The animal was the property of one of tiie 
Kaminouquas who attended me. At this 
moment his matter came up out of breath to 
feize him and bring him back; but he arrived 
only in time to fee him yield his laft breath. 
At this fight the poor Kaminouqua was diftraa- 
ed; he began to weep like a child, and to launch 


out in praife of his ox, which he faid was the 


beft anid the moft dear to him he had ever 
poffeffed, and that he fhould regret the lofs 

during his whole life. 
However, when I promifed to give him 
another 
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another, or to pay him according to his 
own valuation, his tears were dried up at once, 
his lamentation ceafed; and fo fpeedily was 
_ this inconfolable man reconciled to his lofs, 
that, having called fome of his comrades 
to affift him, he fet himfelf inftantly to work 
to flay and cut into quarters his beft friend, 
in order to feaft on him the very fame day. 

In the mean time I directed my {cattered 
-merchandize to be colle€ted.. This occupied 
fo much time, that we were able to advance 
only five leagues the whole day. The next 
we made very little more progrefs; but this — 
was owing to an accident of a different kind, 
to one of thofe terrible fouth-eaft winds, which 
are the moft furprifing phenomena and ter- 
rible plagues of Africa. 

It. began to threaten us in the morning ; and 
foon increafing every moment in violence, it 
overwhelmed us with fuch clouds of fand and 
gravel, that we were abfolutely blinded, and 
prevented from advancing. Its fury, increafed 
by the refiftance of the lofty mountains to the 
eaft, through the defiles of which it had to force 
its paflage, became at length fo great ‘that we 
were obliged to halt. 

_ Having unloaded the oxen, we placed our 
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baggage in heaps, covering them at the fame 
time with large ftones, to ) prevent their being 
blown away. | 
- As it was impoflible for us to ere&t a tent, 
‘we had no fhelter, and our only refource was 
to fit or lie down on the ground, inhaling the 
fand by which we were blinded. | 
In the evening we furrounded ourfelves with 
large fires as ufual; but, the wind continuing 
the wood was fo quickly confumed, sh dt 
were obliged to pafs three-fourths of the night 
without any. Yet we had every thing to fear 
from the wild beafts, for we had perceived the 
footfteps of feveral on our road; and it would 
have been vain to have endeavoured to’ keep 
them off by the report of our guns, for the 
wind was fo loud that they could not have 
been heard to any purpofe. | 
The night was {pent in fear and eBGratieh 
fion, and we waited the return of day with im- 
patience : but, far from its reftoring tranquillity 
to the atmofphere, the violénce of the wind - 
increafed as the fun rofe above the horizon; 
and though the iky was without a cloud, the 
face of the fun was obfcured by the columns of 
| t ~ os fand, 
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fand, which crowding on each other, dickaaet 
the atmofphere as they pafled over our head. 

What we experienced was neither a pet 
nor.a tempeft, nor.a ‘hurricane : it was a true 
_ and terrible whirlwind (¢y phon ). . Paterfon, 
_who experienced a fimilar one beyond Orange- 
River, fays, that the trees round him were torn 
up by the roots. Near us there were no trees ; 
but I faw the wind, as it. whirled round, ‘ai 
deep cavities in the ground, carry the earth — 
and fand to a confiderable diftance, and 
then let it fall in fhowers on our heads. All 
the victuals we drefled were fo covered with 
- fand, that it was impoffible to eat them. 

To this infupportable conftraint was added 
the uneafinefs given me by our herds, which, 
-colle&ed in a mafs, remained motionlefs with- 
out any defire to eat; and, what.was fill worfe, 
there was not a drop of water near the camp. — 
Such were the vexatious confequences of our 
fituation ; nor, obliged to ftop on a fudden in 
my way, was it in my power to choofe a bet- 
_ ter halting-place. 
~ About noon, finding the wind id not abate, 
we acholyed to refume our JOR and pro- - 

| ceed 
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ceed towards a clutter of mountains to the 
fouth-eaft. ‘The horde to which I was travel-— 
ling was nearly three leagues diftant; and to 
reach it we muft have marched dire€tly again 
the wind, which would not have been praai- 
cable, 

‘I gave orders, therefore, for our departure. 
~My baggage, which was now buried in fand, 
was uncovered ; the oxen were loaded, and we 
fet off. But though we had the wind a little 
on one fide of us, it greatly retarded our pro- 
grefs. My favages endeavoured in vain to 
drive the oxen in a dire& line toward the 
mountains: the wind was fo impetuous, that 
the poor beafts, as well as ourfelves, in fpite of 
all their efforts, gradually declined to leeward : 
fo that our backs were frequently turned to the 
path we intended to purfue. } 

What I here relate will by no means fur- 
prife thofe who have travelled in the fouthern 
_ parts of Africa. They know the terrible effects 
of the fouth-eaft wind ; and they are not igno- | 
fant, that, if ‘certain diftricts, and more efpe- 
; cially certain mountains, are deftitute of every 
kind of vegetation, and confequently uninha- 

Vou, III. fi bitable, 
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bitable, it is becaufe they are particularly ex- 
pofed to it. | 

At length, however, towards evening, it 
abated; the weather Once more became calm, 
and we hada peaceful night. This refpite 
was a real happinefs to us, and faved the lives 
of our cattle. The next morning before day- 
break we refumed our march towards a Nimi- 
~ qua horde, where we had {carcely arrived when 
the wind began again to blow as violently as 
evens ili? , : 

When I approached the kraal, I was not a 
little furprifed to find myfelf received as an-old 
acquaintance. ‘This furprife was renewed on 
my being told, that, about two months before, 
feveral of my people had come thither from my 
camp at Orange-River to purchafe oxen ; and 
that the chief had very lately fent fome of his 
horde to them to procure tobacco and hard- 
ware, which he fhowed me, and which I per- 
ceived to have been mine. : 
Tt was not above a fortnight at moft that 
thefe men had returned; and I learned from 
them news of Swanepoel and his comrades. 
After having expected me with impatience, 

thev 
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they began to be unealy about me. However, 
the place, fince my departure, - was totally 
changed. ‘The rains had covered the ground 
with verdure, and the banks of the river were 
every where embellifhed with fine paftures. 
Accordingly Swanepoel had fent for the oxen 
Thad left at Bernfry’s horde, and had formed ° 
an enclofure for them, together with thofe 
which he himfelf had purchafed, and fuch as I 
had bought on my way at different hordes, 
_ which, had been faithfully conveyed to -him 
according to the engagements of the venders. 

The name of Bernfry, which now ftruck 
my ear for the firft time thefe four months, 
feemed to prefage fome fatal news to me. My 
foreboding was too true. I was informed, 
‘that this abominable knave, enraged at my not 
having confided to him the fuperintendance of 
my camp during my abfence, had revenged 
himfelf by the moft flagitious condud. 

When Swanepoel went with fome men to 
the neighbouring hordes to traffic for oxen, 
he had offered to accompany them under pre- 
tence of acting as a guide; and the refult of 
thefe journeys was, that every thing bought for 
me was paid for at double its value, in confe~ 

a2 ; quence 
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quence of his previous ‘information to the 
fellers. | 
Suppofing me ftill refolved to return to 

Orange-River only to begin a new journey, . 
and thinking that my plan would be rendered 
impracticable if I were in want of articles of 
trade, he had endeavoured to exhauft my ftore; 
and certainly, if circumflances had not previ- 
oufly determined me to return to the Cape, 
this treacherous fcheme was very capable of 
compelling me to do fo. , 

To acquit myfelf of my debt to the Kami- 
nougua, whofe ox I had killed a few days 

before, I now purchafed one, and delivered it 
tohim. His I diftributed among the horde, 

as the hafte with which it was cut up had 
prevented us from taking the neceflary precau-. 
tions for keeping it. | 

The wind continued to blow for three mite 

days ; and, as I had refolved not to refume my 
journey till it was completely abated, I re- 
mained at this place.' This delay, however, 
was not lft time to me; though the wind in- 
commoded us much by the fituation of the 
mountains on the declivity of which we were 
encamped, as from thefe it rufhed down upon 
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us with violence. I went out feveral times with 
my gun, and with fome fuccefs; for I procured 
for my colleion two charming fpecies of 

animals with which I was before unac- 
~ quainted. 

One, of the fquirrel genus, but longer and 
-more flender than the Canadian fquirrel de- 
{cribed by Buffon, isa new fpecies. It is 
ifabella-coloured on the back and fides ; the tail 
partly the fame, partly white; the belly white ; - 
and it has a band of white alfo the whole 
length of the flank on each fide. Its hair re- 
fembles the quills of the porcupine rather than 
the fur of the {quirrel. That on the tail, 
which is long and bufhy, has a degree of 
~ flexibility in confequence of its length; but 
that on the body is hard and ftiff, fo much fo, 
that, when ftruck with a ftick, the hairs give a 
kind of rufiling found againf&t each other, like 
the porcupine’s quills. AJl the movements of 
the animal, like thofe of the fquirrel, are light 
- and graceful; and like the {quirrel alfo, when 
running, it fpreads its fine tail. ‘The Greater 
Nimiquas call it aguinp. I killed a male and 
female at one fhot. The female differs only in 
being alittle lefs, and having a colour more 
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approaching to grey.. In my defcription of the 
quadrupeds of Africa, I {hall give a reprefenta- 
tion of this pretty little animal. | , 
The fecond quadruped, which at that time 
was totally unknown to me, was a fpecies of 
viverra; at leaft fo I judged it to bes My 
Hottentots of the colony all recognized it as 
a muys-hond (moufe-dog), a general name 
among the inhabitants of the Cape for all the 
little carnivorous quadrupeds. ‘They alfo 
allured me, that-it was very common in many 
places in the colony; yet I do not recollect 
that I ever met with it there. Its body was 
‘the fize of that of a ki itten fix months old: it 
had a very large noe, the upper jaw exceed 
ing the lower near two thirds of an inch in 
length, and forming. a fort of moveable fnout, 
refembling that of the coati of Guiana. The 
fore feet were armed with four large claws, 
very fharp and curved; the hind ones have 
each five, but they are fhort and blunt... All 
the fur on the upper part of the body is 
marked with crofs bands of a deep brown co- 
lour, on a ground of light brown with which 
many white hairs are intermixed. The lower 


part of the body and infides of the legs are of 
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A reddith white. The tail, which is very flefhy, 
and more than two thirds longer than the body, 
is black at the tip, and the reft brown, inter- 
mixed with white hairs. | 

_ This animal employs its fore paws to dig 
very deep holes in the earth, in which it re- 
mains concealed during the day, not going out 
till fun-fet in queft of food. 

In the fame diftrit 1 caught a very fingular 
bat, which one evening entered my tent, and 
extinguifhed my candle by endeavouring to 
perch on it. This fpecies has a fufficient claim 
to the title of orei/ar, for it has four ears, or 
at leaft the externa part of four ears, each ear 
being double ; the outer fold, which ferves as 
a covering to the inner, is very ample, being 
two inches eight lines high, and nearly as broad 
when ftretched out. On the nofe allo a mem- 
brane ftands erect, one inch four lines in height, 
which might be taken for another ear, as it 
has exactly the fhape of one. This membrane, 
as well as the ears and wings of the. animal, 
are of a rufty red, paler below than above, 
The body is only three inches long, and is 
covered with very fine greyifh hair. Its width, 
from the tip of one wing to that of the other, 
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is eight inches. ‘The reader will pardon- me 
for inferting thefe trifling details of meafure- 
ment, of which ] am not more fond than him- 
felf; but they appeared to me neceflary here, 
to convey an accurate idea of the extraordinary 
length of the ears of this animal, which are 
certainly larger in proportion than thofe of any 
other we are acquainted with, fince they are 
only four lines * fhorter than the body itfelf. 
When the wind had entirely fubfided, the 
wild animals, and particularly the ifabella-co- 
loured zebras, re-appeared in the plain, I had 
long been very eager to procure one of thefe, 
but, notwithftanding all my efforts, had never — 
been able to fucceed. I again employed a 
whole day in hunting them, and even chafed 
them to the diflance of more than feven leagues 
from the horde ; but I found it impoffible to- 
overtake them, and, after a great deal of ufelefs 
fatigue, was obliged to relinquifh the purfuit. 
This wild animal, which will not fuffer it- 
felf to be approached, is the only one I faw in 
Africa, a few birds of lofty flight excepted, 
that I was unable to procure. Never having 
had it in my pofleffion, I can fay no more of 
it than what I have already written, and I fhall 


* The French divide the inch into twelve lines. T. 
continue 
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continue to give it the name of ifabella zebra, 
till fome more fortunate traveller may beftow 
on it another appellation. 

I did not quit the horde without taking 
‘guides. ‘They conducted me, by a journey of 
| feven or eight leagues, to the dry bed of a perio- 
dical river, on the banks of which they left 
me, and which they aflured me was that Lion- 
River, which I had croffed farther to the eaft 
at my firft departure. If it be difficult in~ 
Africa to be certain of the courfe ofa: flowing 
river, it is ftill more fo to afcertain that of one 
that is dry. I have trufted to the favages for 
the name of this, and I have laid it down in my 
map on their authority. I much doubt, how- 
ever, its being the fame river: but it may 
poflibly be another to which the appellation 
of Lion has been given; as, in fact, in that. 
part of Africa there are many brooks or rivers 
that bear this denomination. Befides, it is - 
enough for a planter to meet with a lion, an 
elephant, a buffalo, or any other animal, on the 
bank ofa river, to give it immediately its 
name. Thus it is we find at the Cape of 
Good Hope feveral Elephant-Rivers, Buffalo- 
Rivers, and Lion-Rivers, as well as many 
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Zout-Rivieren (Salt-Rivers), and the like ; 
which may ealily lead to geographical errors, 
particularly in fo mountainous a country, 
where it isimpoflible to follow a river along 
its banks through its whole courfe. 

From the banks of the one in queftion, we 
proceeded the fhorteft way to Orange-River. 
It was midnight when we arrived at it; but 
the joy of having at length reached the river 
on the borders of which my camp was pitched, 
diffufed throughout my caravan a fort of deliri- 
ous ecftacy, which continued till dawn and pre- 
vented us from taking the fmalleft repofe. No- 
thing was talked of but the moment of arrival. 
Had I liftened to the general voice of impa- 
tience, I fhould have departed inftantly. | Al- 
ready they thought themfelves within a few 
fteps of the camp ; yet we had ftill a long way 
to travel thither, though we had nothing to do 
but to afcend the river keeping along its banks. 

The great number of trees and bufhes by 
the river’s fide obliged my caravan to keep 
at a little diftance from it; while I and my 
hunters, in the hope of killing fome hippopo- 
tamufes, never quitted it—fome proceeding 
along the right bank, others along the left. 

March- 
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Marching in this order, we encamped twice. 
Atlength, on the third day, the Greater Nimi- 
quas, finding they were near their horde, afk- 
ed leave to quit me. Certain, however, that 
it would give them pleafure, I refolved to ac-. 
company them, and return them as it were 
myfelf into the hands of their comrades. 

This was not all. Curious to know the 
effect that the furprife of our return would 
produce in the kraal, I prohibited any one 
from advancing to announce me; and in fa& 
they were fo far from expeCting us, and our 
arrival was fo fudden, that when they faw us 
they were all ftruck dumb with aftonifhment. 

To this motionlefs furprife fucceeded cries 
and fhouts, with jumping, {kipping, and all 
thofe irregular movements with which favages 
ufually exprefs the tranfports of joy. The 
whole kraal was foon in confufion ; every one 
congratulated himfelf on finding again com~ 
rades, friends, relations, whom he had believed. 
to:be loft, and defpaired of ever feeing more. 
They were hugged and fmothered with ca- 
_ refles; while, confefling in their fimplicity that 
I had led them to the, world’s end, they height- 
; ‘ | ened 
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ened the general intoxication, by relating the 
marvels they had witneffed. 

Their narrative was fo interefting, that it 
brought the whole crowd around them. Inter- 
rupted every moment by twenty different 
perfons with as many different queftions, they 
refumed their difcourfe, added, exaggerated, 
confounded circumftances and adventures to- 
gether, and rendered their tale fo confufed, that 
it excited univerfal rapture from the very Cir 
cumftance of its being incomprehenfible. 

This continued the whole day, and was 
interrupted only by the noify divertions of the 
night. I could fcarcely hope to enjoy the re- 
frefhment of fleep in the midft of people whofe 
tumultuous uproar is always proportionate to 
the pleafure they feel, and among whom a fef- 
tival has the appearance of an alarm and battle. 
Without attempting, therefore, to retire to my 
tent, | remained among them, and thought 
only of enjoying the fpeCiacle it exhibited. 

The narrators of what they had feen par- 
ticularly engaged my attention. Knowing 
enough of the language to underftand them, 


‘ they amufed me extremely. Though they 
an related 
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related only events that were known to me, 
their uncultivated minds interlarded them with 
fuch extraordinary remarks and circum ftances, 
embellifhed them with fuch fublime and extra- 

vagant poetical figures, and gave them fuch a 
~ new and whimfical air, that I fancied myfelf 
liftening to fabulous narrations. Never before 
had I tafted a fimilar pleafure, and IT frankly 
-confefs that this was one of the moft pleafing 
nights that either of my journeys afforded. 

At fun-rife, when every one retired to fleep, 
I took my gun, and went totry my fuccefs in 
the neighbourhood. I found nothing to add 
to my colleGion; but chance afforded me an 
extraordinary fhot, fuch as 2 no other 
{portfman can boaft. 

I was {fitting at the foot of a tree, with my 
dowble-barrelled gun between my legs ftraight 
before me, the butt-end refting on the ground, 
and my finger on the trigger. In the other 
hand I held a leaf, on the edge of which I was 
whiftling in the manner of fowlers when 
they wifh to draw round them {mall birds. 
A fpecies of red-breaf{t came and pitched boldly 
on my hat, thence hopped to the mouth of my 
fulee, and, fetting one foot on each barrel, re- 

5 | mained 
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mained motionlefs, liftening to the mufic of 
my leaf, which was altogether new to him. 

In defert countries, an animal that has 
never beheld a human being fees one for the 
fir time without alarm, particularly if the 
individual it perceives be in a ftate of reft and 
do not move. : 

Whatever might have been the motive of the 
bird’s familiarity, its boldnefs fo furprifed me, 
that, mechanically and without reflection, I 
pu lled the trigger, and the gun went off. I 
fuppofed the bird would have been torn in a 
thoufand pieces: but, tomy great aftonifhment, 
I faw it carried up thirty feet above my head, 
in an almoft perpendicular direGtion, and fall a, 
few paces from me. 

Iran to pick it up. The ends of its quill 
feathers were a little {corched, and it appeared 
panting and extremely frightened ;.but by 
degrees it recovered, and, after I had fatisfied 
myfelf that it had received no wound, I gave 
it its liberty, and it few away without appear- 
ing to be in the leaft injured... It.is. probable 
that the column of air which filled the barrel, 
being driven out by the explofion, firft firuck 
the bird, which, by a fingle motion of its 

wings, 


AFRICA. 287 


wings, was thrown out of the line of direction 
of the fhot, which paffed in a body without 
touching it, while the fire, occupying a larger 
{pace, fcorched the ends of its wings and tail. 

The oxen which I had hired of the horde 
becoming ufelefs to me, as my effects were con- 
fiderably diminifhed, and I was but a day’s 
journey from my camp, I returned them to 
their owners, inviting them to come in a few 
days, when their rejoicings were ended, to afk 
and receive the reward of their fervices. 

_ Thefe fervices were certainly {mall, as ‘has 
been feen above ; and, fo far from congratu- 
lating myfelf on having fuch travelling com- 
panions, I had wifhed a thoufand times to be 
rid of them. But periods arrive when every 
thing is forgotten. Thefe men, whofe cow- 
ardice and indolence had irritated me fo much, 
appeared no longer the fame when they were 
no longer necefflary to me.. I faw them with 
other eyes, and framed excufes at my.§ own ex~ 
pence for their condudt. 

How, .after all, could I expe&, that they 
fhould enter into my paffion for a {cience of 
which they had not the flighteft notion? Tran- 
quil both by conftitution and by habit, un- 
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enflaved to fantaftic defires, they could not. 
participate in my follies. How often, while 
I refufed to copy their wifdom, have I recol- 
lected with regret the moments which, dupe 
to the {fpecious promifes of men and their per- 
fidious lies, [ have painfully wafted in endea- 
vouring to ferve them! How often have I re- 
folved never again to exchange my repofe, 
. and its unambitious pleafures, for their artifi- 
cial and infipid praifes, for the {moke of that 
incenfe, which, foto fay, you at laft contrive 
that they fhall blow in your face! 
~ After having beftowed fome prefents on the 
women and children of the horde, I returned 
to the river with my party, and we continued 
to proceed along its courfe. Though this — 
journey was through places which every one 
_ of us had traverfed a hundred times, no one 
recollected them, fo brilliant an appearance 
had the change of the feafon and the re-afcent 
of the fap given to what at our departure 
wore the moft fterile afpect. Bk 
It is not improbable that we fhould have paf-. 
fed the camp without knowing it, particularly” 
as it was f{ituated behind the trees on the other 


bank, fo as to be concealed from our view ; but 
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at length, when arrived oppofite to it, we dif 
covered where we were by the tomb of the 
Kaminouqua whom the lion had devoured. 

On feeing the termination of fo varied an 
excurfion, my people cou!d not contain their 
joy- They thouted aloud to inform their 
comrades of their arrival, and'at the fame time 
I ordered a difcharge of all our mufketry. 
This double fignal was heard, and anfwered 
by fimilar howlings. In a moment I faw the 
whole party of the Hottentots of the camp run 
to the river, leap into the water, and {wim 
acrofs, to exprefs their joy at my return, and 
embrace their friends. ‘The uproar was pre- 
cifely fimilar to that which I had ye 
the day before. 

Swanepoel alone remained on the bank. 
Too old and too heavy to fwim, he ftretched 
out his arms toward us, and called to fome of 
my people to convey him over on the raft. 
Amid the general joy and furprife no one had 
thought of him. At length, however, they 
complied with his requeft; and the old man, 
throwing himfcelf into my arms with tears in 
his eyes, informed me of all the uneafinefs he 
_ had undergone in my ablence. 
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Thefe four months had been an age to him 
and, though I had told him to wait for me five 
or fix, he had been in doubt whether he ought 
not to return to the Namero; particularly as 
the favages who condudted to the camp the. 
oxen | bought on the road had told him, that, | 
with the friendly manners I had the art of em- 
ploying, £ might proceed fe far into the 
country that, perhaps, he wouid never hear of 
me again. 

We were mucii altered, he faid, and fallen 
away; which, confidering the exceflive fa- 
tioues we had undergone, by no means fur- 
prifed me. Scorched all day by a fervid fun, 
cbliged continually to march over rocks or 
fands, fleeping at night on a fimple mat, and 
having ufually nothing but brackrh water to 
drink, I certainly did not lead the life of a 
fatrap, whatever may be faid; at the fame 
time I do not regret the hardfhips I expe- 
rienced. Indeed, notwithftanding my thin- 
nefs, I never enjoyed better health. ! 

I crofled the river on the raft, and found 
myfelf at laft in the midft of my real and pro- 
per camp. This moment was delightful to 
me. I feemed returned to take pofleflion of 
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my eftate after along banifhment. The dogs 
I had left behind knew me. They jumped 
about me with eagernefs, and beftowed on me 
a thoufand carefies. 

On fuch occafions. the mereft trifles afford 
pleafure. During my abfence, Swanepoel 
had fuffered the hen to fit upon her eggs, and 
fhe had now fixteen chickens of a tolerable 
fize. The dogs I brought with me, not being 
ufed to thefe birds, fprung on them, and 
killed three at the frft onfet. The hen, and, 
which was furprifing, the cock alfo, engaged 
in defence of the brood, which gave us time to 
come to their affiftance. In our poultry yards 
we never fee cocks in fuch cafes defend their 
hens, and flill lefs do they concern themfelves 
about the chickens: was it then that mine, 
having but one female, was naturally more at- 
tached to her, and, for the fame reafon, never 
having feen any other cock carefs his com- 
panion, loved her the more, and was more 
fond of her young? Be that asit may, we ob- 
ferve all wild birds in general, and which have 
but one female, obftinately defend her, and 
take the greateft care of their young; while in 
the domeftic ftate, in which we leave a num- 
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ber of hens to affociate in common with feve~ 
ral cocks, the fame attachment to the female 
is not difplayed, and full lefs to the young fhe 
may bring forth. Whether the cock in the wild 
ftate have feveral hens, is a circumftance with 
which we are unacquainted. Sonnerat, to 
whom natural hiftory is greatly indebted, 
brought from India a wild cock and hen, 
-which he fuppofes to be of the orginal {pecies, 
whenee our domeflic,ones {prung; but he 
gives us no information refpeGing the man- 
ners of thefe birds. In Africa I found neither 
the {pecies nor genus of our domeitic fowls, 
at leaft in a flate of nature; though [f have 
feen, in feveral colleCtions in Europe, wild 
cocks and hens altogether diferent from thofe 
brought over by Sonnerat, and forming diftin@ 
foecies. I fhail give figures of them m my 
ornithology. | 
One of my firft cares was to go and examine. 
the fkin of my giraffe. It had colt me too 
much trouble to allow me to be indifferent 
about its prefervation. Having been fix 
months expofed on a feaffold, I had reafon to 
fear its being damaged. I approached it 
trembling ;. but joy foon fueceeded to my 
aNXxict ¥y 
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anxiety, when I faw it completely dried, and 
inva {tate of perfect prefervation. 

It would have been, perhaps, more in th 
order of things to have vifited my cattle before 
the giraffe, fince they, in reality, were of the 
moft confequence to me; yet they had only the 
fecond place in my care. They were feeding 
m the environs, where the pafturage was fine. 
Some goats had kidded; but all my old oxen, 
One after another, had died, five excepted, which 
were ftill in a weak and exhautied flate, though 
labouring under no difeafe. Notwithfand- 
Ing all the pains Swanepoel had taken to pur- 
chafe others, he had been able to procure no 
more than feventeen oxen and three bulls, 
which fortunately were in good condition, 

During thefe different examinations, I had 
perceived among the people in my fervice 
fome thirty new faces. I faw alfo at a little 
diftance from the camp a certain number of 
ftrange huts. On demanding an explanation ° 
of this, I was told, that part of the firangers 
were favages from the neighbouring hordes 
fent to procure tobacco. The huts had been 
erected by other favages, who had come to 
fettle under the proteGtion of Swanepoel, to 
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be fecure from the attacks of the Bofhmen, 
and had formed a little kraal near the camp. 

And thus itis that in the infancy of nations 
towns are formed. A few feeble individuals 
feck an afylum near the ftrong. By degrees 
the fociety increafes ; trade draws ftrangers to 
it ; and, as it augments in number, wealth, and 
ftrength, it infenfibly becomes a people, and 
adopts a form of government. Into this {nare 
their happinefs frequently falls a facrifice. 

The news of my arrival having reached the 
horde of Bernfry, he forgot the complaints I 
had againft him, and came to pay me a vilit. 
Meeting, however, with a very unwelcome 
reception both from Swanepoel and me, he 
liftened to us for a while without a word of 
reply, and then turned his back upen us; which 
pleafed me, as f hoped, by this unfuccefsful at- 
tempt, I fhould be delivered in future from his 
knavifh tricks. wi 

In the different excurfions that Swanepoel 
and Klaas Bafter had made to procure oxen, 
they had killed a large monkey, of a peculiar 
fpecies, the fkin of which they had perfe@ly 
preferved, following the method which they 
had feen me employ. This animal, two feet 
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and half high, 1s covered with dark-browa 
hair -as fliffas that of a hog. Its eyes, fituated 
-yery high, and level with the furface, give its 
face atotally different appearance from that of 
other monkeys. Swanepoel informed me, 
that he had killed this among a very con- 
fiderable number of the fame fpecies, fome of 
which appeared to him much larger. 

- My people had been hitherto employed, 
tite my arrival, in unloading the oxen of the 
-earavan, and tran{porting my baggage acrofs 

the river on the raft. The moft important 
-bufinefs remained {till to be performed, that of - 
- eonducting to the camp the oxen themfelves. 
They had hoped to make them pafs the river 
by fwimming ; but as the oxen had never feen 
a river fo broad, they were terrified at the 
paflage, and ail refufed to attempt it. To no 
purpofe did they fend fome of my herd into 
the water before them, to encourage them } by 
their example, and employ every poffible 
means, even to blows; th ley {till refifted, At 
dength, as night drew on, they refolved to 

try what appeared the lati refource. : 
» A little higher up the river was a holme, 
which divided it into two branches; and it 
U4 might 
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might be prefumed, that the animals, obferv- 
ing a {maller fpace of water, would be lefs - 
afraid, and venture to fwim acrofs. At leaft 
{fo we flattered ourfelves ; and, accordingly, I 
ordered them to be driven to the place, with a 
fufiicient number of men to guard them dur- 
ing the night, and orders to attempt the ain 
at funrife. | 
Having made this jtianeetucet I thought 
every neceflary precaution taken, and accord- 
ingly retired to reft, in my waggon, with a 
mind devoid of anxiety. I was faft afleep 
there in the utmoft tranquillity, when Klaas 
came haftily to waken me, and defire me to 
rife without delay. | 
My firft thought was, that he was eager to 
inform me of the paflage of my cattle; and I 
afked whether it had been attended with much 
difficulty. ‘* That,” faid he, “ is not the bu- 
“ finefs; all is lof. ‘The keepers fell afleep 
‘in the night, and let out their fires. ‘The 
‘© Bofhmen, who were on the watch, took ad- 
“ vantage of their fleep to drive off the whole 
“herd. By chance one of the fleepers awoke, 
‘and, perceiving the robbery, called to 
“arms. They all ran after the marauders, — 
“buat 
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“ but thefe were fo numerous, and their rear- 
*¢ suard, which covered the march of the reft, 
“let fly at them fo many arrows, that our 
** people, after a few difcharges of their mul- 
“kets, returned, bringing back only three of 
“ the oxen that lagged behind, and had been 
** very feverely handled. We have but one 
*¢ refource left, which is to purfue the robbers 
“ with a ftrong party: but then we mutt fet 
“ off without delay, and not lofe a moment.” 

Circumftanced as I was, this accident was 
extremely vexatious to me; not merely from 
the great lofs it occafioned, but becaufe, by 
. taking from me the cattle intended to recruit 
my teams, it deprived me of the means of re- 
turning to the Cape. 

The news had fcarcely reached my camp, 
when the fufpicions of my people fell upon 
the Houzouanas, againft whom they were {till 
prejudiced. According to them, thefe plun- 
derers alone were to be charged with it, who, 
after infidious inftances ‘of fervice, had, in 
their opinion, followed our track, and availed 
themifelves of the moment of my _ abfence 
to carry off what I was not at hand to defend. 

I could not credit thefe accufations ; and the 

| event 
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event proved them to be unfounded. But I 
had no inclination to wafte my time in con- 
futing them. It was of little confequence to 
me to know who had committed the theft; my 
bufinefs was to recover the booty, and this 
was to be done only by following the advice 
of Klaas. 

I iflued my orders in confequence. Un- 

certain of the time the expedition might re- 
quire, thovgh aflured it could not fucceed 
without great celerity, | loaded an ox with my 
marquee, my cloak, fome ammunition, the 
krofles of the men who were to attend 
me, and two fheep, which we killed and 
fkinned. » 
‘ely: ‘detachment confifted of the faithful 
_ Klaas, four of my braveft hunters, of whom 
Bafter was one, and eight Hottentots armed 
with bows and arrows. Klaas was armed at 
all points like myfelf, and like me alfo was 
on horfeback. I took with me, befides, a 
part of my pack, not omitting my great dog 
Yager. 

We foon croffed the river and reached the 
keepers. They appeared fo confounded at 
feeing me, that, if] had had time to reprimand 

them 


them for their negligence, the fhame and for- 
row they felt would not have left me the heart 
to do it. Befides, there were Kaminouquas 
among them, who, having lent me their oxen 
on hire for the journey, had loft them ny the 
robbery, as I had mine. 

Thefe men requefted ak to attend 
me, that their own concerns might not be 
neglected. To this I confented ; and I ordered 
the reft to repair to the camp, with the three 
oxen they had recovered, in the beft manner 
they could. 

We could not miftake our road, as it was 
traced on the fand by the footfteps of our ani- 
-mals, which we followed for fix full hours, 
going up the banks of the river. At length 
they appeared to ftrike off from the river at 
an angle, in order to penetrate into the coun- 
try. | aan 
Here the approach of night determined me 
to ftop. I ordered fires to be lighted, and 
fome neceflary precautions taken to prevent 
furprife, and in the mean time I proceeded 
with Klaas to reconnoitre the track, and make 
my/felf certain of its diretion, 

After about half an hour’s ride, we per- 


ceived 
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ceived that the herd had been divided, one 
part turning off due eaft, the other continuing 
to advance to the north. ‘The latter being the — 
more confiderable, we refolved to make that 
our puriuit, and, the fooner to overtake it, to 
refume our journey before day. ‘This plan 
being fixed, we returned to the halting-place ; 
and, after a very peaceable night, fet off, in fact, 
two hours before tunrife. : 
Though we could not fee the track becaufe 

of the darknefs, I flattered myfelf, that, by 
travelling northerly, I fhould not mifs it ; and, 
if I did mifs it, it could not much fignify, as 
we might foon find it again, and without dif- 
ficulty. We made, however, no miftake; 
for, when day broke, we found ourfelves fol- 
lowing precifely its direQion; but, after tra-_ 
velling four long leagues, I perceived it vifibly 
to bend to the right, as if to rejoin the divifion 
which had turned of to the eaft. Bafter, who 
_ had traverfed this diftri€t in my abfence, told 
me he knew where he was, and that a very 
little way off was a horde of Kaminouquas, 
which he had vifited for the purpofe of trade. 
From what he faid of the fituation of | 
this horde, I found that it was between 
the 


AY RilWae& 30K 


the two tracks. My companions, more dif- 
truftful, thought they both terminated there, 
and that the Kaminouquas were confequently 
the thieves. 3 

I could not eafily fufpe& a nation, which, 
in all its dealings with me and all its tradings 
at the camp, had uniformly fhown itfelf juft 
and true. Befides, by proceeding to the kraat 
as my people propofed, I fhould quit the track, 
and perhaps lofe a poriion of time that was 
very valuable. However, as all my company 
were unanimous for this digreffion, I at laft 
yielded to the general opinion, and we repaired 
ftraight to the horde. 

I had not been miftaken in my good opi- 
nion of it. The moment [ reached it, | per- 
ceived by the ferenity of the countenances of 
the favages, and the friendly manner in which 
they accofted me, that my companions were 
wrong in their fufpicions. Of this they were 
foon convinced themfelves, and were not back- 
ward to avow their error. 

We here, however, gained intelligence of 
the ftolen herd. ne of the favages had feen 
it pafs by the evening before, efcorted by a 
great number of men, whe feemed proceed- 


ing 
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ing towards the river, on the other fide of 
which they probably dwelt. Two perfons 
voluntarily offered to point out their track, 
and be my guides acrofs the river to the place 
in queftion. This offer I accepted; but, 
alas! I was little aware to what a cruel fate 
they would be expofed by their generous fer- 
-vices. | 

‘Meanwhile, as to myfelf, it was fortunate 
for me that I vifited the horde; for the ox 
- that carried my baggage was fo exhaufted with 
fatigue, as to be almoft incapable of going 
any farther. I therefere hired two others to 
fupply his place. I alfo added two freth fheep 
to our provifion; and we f{peedily departed. 

We were obliged to travel four leagues eaft 
by north before we re-difcovered the track. It 
then appeared again, and led us to the banks 
of Orange-River, where it terminated. At 
this place, therefore, the robbers muft have 
croffed the river with their booty. ‘The fad 
I thought unqueftionable; yet my two Ka- 
minouqua guides fwam over to be certain 
of it. ies 
As I had no doubt, from the information I 
had received, but the Bothmen of whom I was 
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in queft dwelt on that fide, I thought it pru- 
dent to leave the ftream between them and 
me, and to {pend the night whereI was. We 
had travelled, during the day, thirteen leagues, 
without any where ftopping, except at the 
kraal; and of courfe we wanted reft. Our 
two guides, after they had difcovered the track 
and followed it for the fpace of two hours re- 
turned; but, when arrived at the river, they 
faw, floating on the water, a drowned ox, 
which they pufhed forward, and drove afhore 
near where we were encainped. Upon examin- 
ing, I found it to be one of mine, for it had my 
mark ; and Klaas, befides, inftantly knew it. 
During the night I was bufied on the means 
of pafling the river. I had obferved it no 
where fo broad and rapid, and it was an art- 
ful trick of thefe robbers to choofe, for crofling 
it, the moft difficult and dangerous fituation. 
What particularly aftonifhed me was, that 
they had fucceeded in diiving over the cattle, 
while my people could not even get them into 
the water at a place where it was two thirds 
narrower. ‘This thought increafed my rage; 
and, to confefs the truth, | had need of fome 
fuch motive to animate me again{t the plun- 
derers, 
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derers, as I fhould otherwife have beer flag- 
gered by the difficulty of the paflage, which 
would have induced me to return and relin~ 
quifh the purfuit. 

' Though exafperated, I was not, hoererer; 
blind to the danger; and, in fome degree to 
diminifh it, I proceeded farther up the river, 
and croffed it where its bed was much lefs 
wide. I had no room to fear going out of 
the way by this proceeding; for, befides that 
the drowned ox convinced me that the Bofh- 
men were higher up, my guides, who had re- 
‘eonnoitred the track the day before, could not 
fail of putting me into it. 

In fact, we eafily found it again, and pur- 
fued it anew for the fpace of five leagues, 
when my Kaminouquas fuddenly flopped as if 
thunderftruck; for the footfteps, inftead of 
continuing to tend towards the horde they had 
fufpected, turned off at an angle, and were di- 
rected a fecond time to the river. 

This new difappointment put us all to a 
ftand. The furprife was general; and we 
looked at one another for fome time without 
{peaking a word. Our guides, forced to ac- 


knowledge the innocence of the horde they 
had 
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had accufed, now, turned their fufpicions to 
another that refided five leagues from the river, 
on the fide we had quitted; and, in. fac, 
every footftep polated to the tiver, not oné 
from ith. .,, . 

So many cont aditians {eemed eseated on 
purpofe to difcourage mej; yet had they. no 
other effeét than to provoke and animate me 
the more. Accordingly we pafled the river a 
third time, and, after {topping to take fome re- 
frefhment, refumed our purfuit of the track, 
which at firft, for the fpace of a leazue, led us 
north-weft, and then approached Orange- River 
once more by a large circuit, which brought ; 
us nearly back to the place where we had 
crofied it the preceding evening. 

Thus, after various turnings and windings, 
after three days toilfome travelling, we were 
obliged to pafs the river a fourth time. To 
deceive and miflead’ me with refpe& to their 
courfe, the plunderers, with artful and deep. 
laid contrivance, had crofied it themfelves three 
times ; and: thereby led me, by forced marches 
and countermarches, to a confiderable diftance 
afier a horde which lived {carcely more than 

VOL. I. x eighteen 
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eighteen or twenty leagues from my camp, 
and on the fame fide of the river.. 
Certainly, had I known thefe circumftances, 
I might have faved myfelf much pain and la- 
bour: but how could I divine them? And 
who, in my place, would not have been equally 
deceived? My guides themfelves, confounded 


at fo much art, were afraid I fhould not be- 


lieve them, but fufpec& them of favouring the 
thieves, and affifting them to put their booty 


in a ftate of fecurity, by making me lofe fo 
much valuable time. To convince me of their 


good faith, they would in every inftance pafs 
the river before me, and fatisfy themfelves that 
the footfteps actually re-appeared, before they 
would advife me to follow them. 

This laft paffage had nearly coft me my life. 
I attempted it as ufual on horfeback, while two 
fwimmers conducted the horfe by the bridle. 
About the middle of the river, one of the rings 
of the bit gave way. Finding himfelf incom- 
moded by the other, he jerked his head fo vio- 
lently as to make the fecond fwimmer let go 


his hold; and the horfe was accordingly at the 


mercy of the ftream. As I had no means of 
! . ¢ommand- 
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éotiimanding him, I ftooped forward over his 
néck, and erideavoured to guide him, by pat- 
ting him with my hand. ‘But to fwim as I 
wifhed him required ftrength, and of this his 
journey had totally deptived him ; fo that he 
drove with the current for more than a quartet 
of an hour, without making any effort but what 
was abfolutely neceflary to keep him above water. 

Luckily for me, the current, by which we 
were in danger of drowning, drove him to the 
bank, but fo exhdufted with fatigue that he 
could lot ftand. My people, who rani to my 
affiftance, endeavoured in vain to fet him upon 
his feet : all their efforts were to no purpofe ; 
he was perfe€tly unable to rife, and abfolutely 
lay on the place the remainder of the day and 
all the night. 3 

To allow him the mote time to recover, I 
did not fet off till late in the morning. We 
again followed the track of our cattle, which led 
‘us eaftward for four leagues, when we fell into 
4 path that conduéted to the horde. In this 
path terminated the footfteps of our oxen, all 
3 of which had affembled together,in this place; 

fo that we had no doubt but the people of this 
horde were the robbers. 


X 2. My 
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| My two Kaminouqua guides. requefted me 
to excufe their accompanying me any farther. 

They were afraid, if they proceeded with us, 
they might be known, and that; fufpeded of 
having conduéted me to the horde, a war be- 
tween the two nations would be the confe- 
quence. Their fear was well founded, and 
their caution futhciently reafonable. Seeing, 
therefore, nothing but what was jue i in their 
requeft, unfortunately for them I complied 
with it. It was agreed that they fhould conti- 
nue where we then were, and there await our 
return. However, as it would not have been 
prudent to advance in broad day and expofe 
ourfelves too openly, I ‘refolved to wait till 
night. Dark as it might prove, the path was 
too much trodden for us to be in any danger 
of lofing our way. 7 

We fet off at two in the morning with the 

profoundeft filence, and foon perceived the light 
of feveral fires, which my people fuppofed to 
be about three- quarters of a league diftant. 
On advancing farther, we heard fongs, fhouts 
of joy, and immoderate laughter. ‘The. rob- 
bers were diverting themlelves and feafting at 
my expence, 
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Their noifinefs, however, had one good 
effet. My dogs, on approaching them, be- 
gan to bark fo loudly, that we thought proper 
. to muzzle them ; and, but for the uproar that 
drowned their voices, they would infallibly 
have betrayed us. And now behold me for 
the firft time in my life in a ftate of war with 
a favage horde, and determined to carry it on 
with art, if 1 found $i ieee ee a fupe- 
_ rior force ! 

As it was no favourable moment for the at- 
tack, I deferred it till break of day ; ; and, that 
it ‘might be conducted in the moft advanta- 
geous manner, I intrenched both myfelf and 
my troop behind a thick patch of brufhwood, 
which afforded us a fecure rampart againft the 
offenfivé weapons of our enemies, and ren- 
dered ours ftill more formidable. — 

’ The buth was large enough to contain and 
fhelter all my fufileers, and each of ‘us, by fe- 
parating a few branches, made 4 fort ‘of loop- 
hole,” through which he could prefent the 
mouth of his piece and fire. ’ ; 

-In'this fituation, we waited patiently and in 
filence for the moment of attack. The knaves 
themfelves feemed to favour us by their con- 
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duct. ee obftreperous joy fubfided by 
degrees ; and at length, giving way to fatigue, 
they withdrew i into their huts to fleep, apf the 
— noife ceafed altogether. 

Day appeared, to the fatisfation of my im- 

patience, which ] could {carce reftrain. But 
I then perceived that we had badly « calculated 
our diftance. Our pott was fo far from the 
kraal, that our fhot would hardly reach it, 
We were obliged, therefore, to quit the buth, 
and approach nearer the huts: but we left our 
two oxen and my two horfes fheltered by it, 
“with a man to take care of them, that they 
might be ready for my ufe if we experienced 
a check. : 
Certain that all the people of the kraal 
were faft afleep, we advanced openly, and took 
pott in front of it within gun-fhot. - ‘The 
- kraal was of confiderable fize, appearing to 
contain about thirty or forty huts. It was built 
on the fide of a hill, about half way up its accli- 
vity, and behind it a range of lofty mountains 
arofe | like an amphitheatre. 

All our guns were loaded, which I demas 
a neceflary precaution: yet it was not my in- 
tention to commence hoitilities by the effufion 


of 
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of blood. I was defirous of alarming the rob- 
bers only, and putting them to flight, by the 
terror of a fudden and unexpected attack. Jn 
confequence, | enjoined my people to fire in- 
to the air, and pottively forbad them to aim 
ata fingle man, unlefs we were obliged to do 
fo, and | fhould give ne orders to that 
purpofe. 

I began the attack by Saini my latge car 
bine, the report of which, re-echoed by the. 
neighbouring mountains, produced a thunder- 
ing noife. We expected that the whole horde 
would run away affrighted at the found; and — 
my people prepared to heighten the general 
terror by a difcharge of their mufketry. To 
our great aftonifhment, however, not a fingle 


- perfon appeared. I ordered feveral other 


difcharges of our guns, but in vain; every 
thing ftill continued quiet, and I was at a lofs 
what to augur from the circumftance. 

_ ‘This fecurity was but apparent. While 
every thing without indicated fleep and tran- 
quillity, within all was confufion and affright. 
But by an infernal ftratagem, in which my 
robbers no doubt had long been practifed, no 
one would fhew himfelf till all were in a ftate 

X 4 | of 
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of defence. Probably they had a fignal to 
inform each other on fuch occafions when 
they were ready. - 

When armed, all, fuddenly find at the ee: 
infiant, iflued from their huts, advanced 
towards us with fearful yells, and dilcharged 
a flight of arrows, which fell thort, as we were 
out of their reach, and which we returned by 
a difcharge of our pieces, flill firing over their 
huts. : , “a 

‘The nahi finding that no one was 
condi fuppofed that my fhot could not in- 
jure: them. « ‘I hey’ accordingly all joined, and 
advanced againft us with fury. ~ 1 waited their 
approach without moving. My people, in 
the mean time, cried out-to them to reftore 
my oxen. Whether they heard us amid the 
general noife,l am ignorant; but, being arrived 
within bow-fhot, they fent us another flight of 
arrows, which now fell every where around us. 

Thinking that it was no longer time to 
dally and content myfelf with empty noife, 
T ordered my men to fire at their antagonitts ; 
and, our difcharges fucceeding alternately, 
-we foon faw the troop difperfing ‘like ants, 
each running his own way, with yells which 
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‘were not, like the former, fignals of battle and 
the expreflion of intrepidity, but the cries of 
defpair. | | 
Soon, -however, they rallied ; and I faw 
them even gain the fummit of the hill, colle@ | 
my*cattle that were {cattered about upon ‘it, 
and difappear with them. ‘Their women and 
children had already repaired thither during 
the ,engagement, fo thatthe fhadow> “a an 
enemy was no longer to be feen. | 
» ‘The moft vexatious circumftarice that buld 
dhappen. to: meat fuch a juncture was this re- 
“treat, which’a fecond time deprived meof my 
cattle. - Where would -have been the ufe of all 
the labour and. fatigue that for fome days I 
had undergone, if, without refource, they 
were taken, from me anew? Net a moment 
was to be loft. Should the troop reach the 
detles of the, mountains with them, their re- 
covery would be onan e, and they would 
_ be gone for ever. : of 
I fent, therefore, for mee two hetlay sali 
were behind. the buh, and difpatching three 
of my, markimen to intercept the herd and 
its conductors ,on one fide, I galloped away 
swith Klaas to cut off their retreat on the other. 
I foon 
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I foon perceived the favages defcending the 
back of the hull, and endeavouring to reach a - 
plain, in which was a wood. On feeing us, 
they redoubled their fpeed, and difappeared a 
fecond time: but thofe who drove the cattle, 
unable to make them proceed as faft as they _ 
_ wifhed, on account of the defcent, and find- 
ing themfelves in danger of being furrounded, 
quitted the herd, and ran to join their com- 
Fades. | 

Their flight was accelerated by the arrival of 
my three markfmen, who came near enough to 
fire at and kill one of them. In the mean time 
T arrived with Klaas by the other route ef the 
circle, and thus we got pofleffion of the cattle. 
-Ft was neverthelefs poffible, that the fugi- 
tives, recovering from their firft furprife, 
might be afhamed of having fled before a few 
_ mien, whom they twenty times out-numbered, 
and return to attack usin force, Befides, if they 
wanted courage, they were not unfkilled in 

wiles and ftratagems; and they might thereby 
harafs our retreat, and gradually deprive us of _ 
_ the fruit of our victory. Without a moment's 
delay, therefore, I pofted two men on the hill . 


to watch their movements, and obferve whe- 
aes 
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ther they came out of the wood, while I pro- 
ceeded ‘to the kraal to rejoin the reft of my 
troop, having the herd driven before me. 
Either by the extreme fatigue of the forced 
march.they had been compelled to make, or 
by wounds from the aflagays with which they 
had been driven on, almoft all the cattle were 
lamed. However, it was a happinefs to us to 
recover them in any condition. The Kaminou- 
' quas knew theirs, which were all complete in 
point of number, as alfo were mine, the ox ex- 
; cepted which was drowned in the river, and 
my war-ox. ‘This fine animal had been killed 
for, the feaft, and we found his head on the 
ground near the kraal. 
_ The cattle of the horde were in their en- 
clofure, fo that 1t was in my power to have 
avenged myfelf according to the law of reta- 
liation by taking them all away ; to which the 
people in their anger advifed me. Such con- 
duct, in their opinion, was perfe@tly jut; and 
the planters at the Cape never fail fo to aét | 
on fimilar occafions. But this was not con- 
formable to my principles. As an indemnifi- 
cation for my Jofs, I contented myfelf with a 
young cow, which had juft calved, and two 
fat theep—lels as an equivalent for what they 
had 
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had hate, thanto give them a ftriking proof 
of | my moderation and fcrupulous equity. 

Having inflidted this punithment, I called 
in my fentinels, and prepared to depart. Be- 
ing obliged to pafs through the long narrow 
path by which we came, I had many precau- 
tions to take to avoid an ambufeade and repri- 
fals; and thefe were the more neceflary, 'be- 
caufe the oxen could’ travel but {lowly ‘on’ ac- 
count of: their wounds, and were forced to 
proceed in ai line one after another, !oT fent 
Klaas with two fufileers at the head’ of the 
detachment, while I formed myfelf with the 
reft of the troop the rear’ guard ;- and in ‘this 
order we reached the plain. 

I expe@ed to find:the two Lsiettten 
guides in the place where we had’ left 
them the day before; but when we? drew 
near, I heard a lamentable yelling atthe head 
of my troop, which: chilled me’ with’ horror. 
Tim mediately haftened’thither3°and my eyes 
- were ‘préefented with fo frightful a fpectacle, 
thatthe hideous idéa‘of itmakesme‘ftill fhud- 
der as I write. ‘The two unfortunate favages, 
who had fo generovfly’ offered ‘themfelves 
as tay guides, were lying onthe ground, 
neatly dead, and weltering in their blood. 


4. My 
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My fir thought was, that they had been 
difcovered by fome of the horde, and facrificed 
to their fufpicion ; but, on approaching nearer, 
L was quickly undeceived, -The-lower jaw of 
one was_bruifed, broken, and: almoft all torn 
away. . The: fragments ‘that ftill remained, 
and his tongue which was expoied to view, 
hung bleeding on his neck and breaft. He 
‘was abfolutely dying, and afforded no other | 
fign of life than the beating of his pulfe.. But 
the prodigious {welling of his head, the dread- 
ful alteration of his face, and the ftarting of 
the eyes from. their orbits, had fo dishgured 
him, that he no longer retained a human coun- 
tenance, and exhibited a fight that while it 
rended my heart was difgufting to behold, 
His comrade had many bites or lacerations 
on the body, and one arm broken, or rather 
ground to pieces, in two places. His con- 
dition, however, was by no means fo bad as 
the other, and he could even {peak. 

We interrogated him refpe@ing the caufe 
of their. difafter, and he informed us, ‘that, 
after we had left him, they had extinguifhed 
their fire, that they might not be difcovered 
by the Bofhmen; and having fallen alleep at 
. a little 
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a little diftance from each other, he was pre- 
fently awaked by the cries of his companion 
Inftantly running to his affiftance, he found 
him ftruggling in the paws of a lion; which 
he ftruck in the flank with his aflagay. The 
animal, finding himfelf wounded, then turned 
upon him, and reduced him before he fled to 
the condition in which we faw him. 

This melancholy narrative grieved and ter- 
tified mie ; and my diftrefs was reridered more 
acute by the reflection, that I was myfelf the 
innocent caufe of their death by having ac- 
cepted theif fervices. How much did I then 
lament, that I had no other affiftance to offer 
to thefe poor expiring wretches, than that of 
ending their fufferings by difpatching them on 
the fpot! — 

To this barbarous action, however, I felt, 
with regard to one of them, extreme repug- 
nance. I therefore tore my fhirt; and made: 
bandages of it, with which, in the beft man- 
ner | could, 1 bound up the wotinds of the 
dying Kaminouqua. I did the fame alfo to 
the arm of his comrade. But, a§ it would | 
have been dangerous for us to remain too 
long in a place fo near the horde, I thoughtit 

| 5 prudent 
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prudent to depart as quickly as poffible. I di- 


reéted the wounded men to be placed on my — 
two horfes, and marched myfelf on foot, con- 
tinuing to command the rear guard. We had 
fortunately no occafion again to crofs the river, 
my camp being on this fide, as I have already 
obferved ; accordingly I i Os ftraight 
towards it. 

_ After five hours travelling, having found 
an open plain, where I had no reafon to fear 
being attacked by furprife, I halted and re- 
folved to pafs the night there, out of pity for 
the two wounded men. The motion of the 


journey ‘had rendered them worfe. One of 


them already experienced that fatal rattling in 
the throat which is the fign of approaching 
death, and which left me no hope of his re- 
covery. Him I directed to be laid on the 


ground, and conceived that the beft thing 1 
could do was there to fuifer him quietly to 


die. 

The fhaking of the horfe, renewing the 
pains of his comrade, drew from him the 
moft agonizing cries on the road, which pierced 


my very foul; and he conjured me a hundred 


times to put an end to his torments by fhoor- 
: ing” 
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ing him through the head. I, took off. the 


bandage from his arm, and faw, by. the {welling 
and inflammation it had produced, that his 


fufferings mult have been extreme. My hig 


vages went in queftof fome herbs, which they 


bruifed and applied by way of poultice: while | 


J, as the beft means I could devife, directed 
fplints to be prepared to fteady his -arm 5 but 
they employed a much more ingenious contri- 
vance, the fimplicity of which furprifed mes 

They chofe a young-tree nearly of the fize 
of the fratured limb, and, making a longitu- 
dina! incifion in the bark, feparated a piece of 
a certain length. from its whole circumference ; 
then opening this kind of theath, they placed 
the arm in it, and confined it with a thong: 

a admired the novelty and readinefs. of the 
invention ; for I was ignorant that it had been 


known in Hae: for feveral years, and that— 


our furgeons had lately employed the bark of 


the oak for the fame purpofe, and with fimilar 
fuccefs. Thus fimple.and beneficent nature i is 
always the lat to whom ‘we. have recourfe 5 
though it requires ages of learning and immenfe 
ftudy to learn to forget her for a moment... 
A the.  sABREAAS of night I ordered large 


fires 
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fires to be kindled, which, being difpofed in a 
circle of more than four hundred paces in dia- 
meter, formed a ring around us upwards of 
twelve hundred paces. in:extent. Its vivid 
light, expoling an extenfive field to our view, 
guarded us from furprife ; and at the fame time 
it would keep our enemies at fuch a diftance, if 
they came to attack us, that we fhould be out 
of reach of their arrows, or at moft within 
random fhot only, as they could not take the 
neceflary aim to do us effectual injury. “My 
marquee was pitched in the centre of this large 
circle, and had another fire near it. 
sai About ten at night, the favage whom I had 
given ‘over as irrecoverable expired; and his 
death, from the gloomy reflections to which. it 
_ gave rife, diffuled a melancholy forrow among 
my people. Iretired to my tent to indulge my | 
feelings: but my dog,. who lay by my fide, 
prefently difplayed extraordinary. uneafinefs, 
at which I was alarmed. Liftening I heard 
the roar of a lion. No doubt it was the fame 
by which the Kaminouquas had been attacked 
the night before, and that had followed our 
fteps. A few difcharges of our guns, however, 
drove him_away, and we heard him no more. 


~Wou. Lil, : gale Som. 


322 TRAVELS*IN 


Some minutes after, I was alarmed by the 
tumultuous movements of our cattle: they 
jofiled one another in a fearful manner, were 
in violent agitation, and bellowed terribly. At 
firft we thought it was the lion returning, and 
afew guns were fired again to drive him away: 
but their fright, which {till continued, indicated 
enemies of another kind. At the fame time! 
heard on the outfide of my marquee a noife 
like fomething continually falling upon and 
ftriking it. . | 

Though my dog was fill reftlefs, I gave lit- 
tle heed to his warning, as I had frequently 
heard-fimilar blows occafioned by large beetles 
flying headlong againft my tent. I lay ftill, 
therefore, on my mat; but prefently feeling the 
cloak that covered me to be ftruck by fome- 
thing, I ftretched out my hand, and, to my 
furprife, picked up an arrow. | 

It was clear that we were attacked, and that 
the Bofhmen, availing themfelves of the night, 
had purfued and were actually firing upon us. 
I called to arms, and my troop was inftantly in 
a {tate of defence. As the fire near my tent 
_diffufed too much light around us, and thereby 
expofed us too vifibly to their arrows, I or- 


dered 
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dered it to be extinguithed. By this proceed- 
ing we were ourfelves in a degree of darknefs, 
while the fires that furrounded us would render 
our enemies perfeétly vilible if they approached. 
‘No one, however, appeared; yet they con- 
tinued from time to time to let fly their ar- 
rows at my tent. ay 
~My people would fain have taken it down: 
but-this I would not. permit, for I was glad 
that its whitenefs rendered it perceptible, and 
that it ferved as a mark to the fhooters. .We 
had only to retire from it, and remain at a 
little diftance, to have nothing to fear from 
them : befides, the more they fhot, the fooner 
it was to be prefumed their quivers would be 
emptied, and confequently the fooner would 
they be induced to retreat. 

My only fear was, that, knowing us to be 
few in number, and themfelves a multitude in 
comparifon, they would dire& their attack ac- 
cordingly. Certainly, if they had furrounded 
us by forming a circle, and had then fallen all 
at once upon our little band, we muft have been 
maflacred without refource. But this was be- 
yond their {killin taftics.: So far from form- 
ding fuch a plan, all their arrows came from the 
toa fame 
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fame fide, which fhewed they were untited in : 
a body there, and did not mean to feparate. 
This imprudence cave Us a great advantage 
over them, by pointing at the {pot at which we 
might direct our guns. Such of my Hottentots 
as had arrows requefted that they might make 
ufe of them alfo; but I would not permit it; 
for their uncertain aim would have been ufelefs 
at the time, and would befides, while it ftripped 
us of our weapons, have furnifhed a fupply to 
the enemy: ieee , 
The fafeft way in our fituation was to wait 
patiently, and fuffer them to exhauft their 
ftock of arrows. Mott of them fell upwards 
of twenty paces from us, and thofe that reached 
us were fhot at random, and had {pent their 
force; fo that being myfelf wrapped in my 
cloak, and my people in their krofles, we had 
nothing to fear from them, : | 
What I forefaw took place. Our affailants 
exhaufted their ammunition; a few arrows only 
were now fhot towards us at confiderable in- 
tervals; and the approach of day foon made 
them give over the attack altogether, and 
think of nothing but retreating. 
~ Itiscertain that, thus difarmed and defence- 
lefs, 
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lefs, they had expofed themfelves to creat 
rifk ; and, if [ had thought proper to purtue 
them, I might have maflacred a great number. 
This my people eagerly advifed. But of what 
advantage to me would a few murders have 
been? I had regained pofleflion of my herd, 
and perhaps too much blood had already been 
fhed. If the return of dawn, therefore, eave | 
me pleafure, it was that it freed me from an > 
attack which had occafioned fome uneafinefs, 
and permitted me to refume my journcy. 

My Hottentot bowmen employed them- 
felves in collecting the arrows. There was a 
confiderable number, and they were all! poi- 
foned. Three only had penetrated into my 
tent ; feventeen had pierced the canvafs, and 
ftill remained there; all the reft were {catter- 
ed around. -One of my oxen, however, had 
received twa wounds; and as the wounds, 
though flight, muft have proved mortal in 
cconfequence of the poifon, I ordered him to 
be killed and cut up immediately for our 
eating. 

Before we fet off, I was defirous that we 
fhould bury the corpfe of our unfortunate 
Kaminougua, or at leaft cover it with fand and 

‘ 13 floney: 
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ftones; and I propofed it to his countrymen: 
but they afked my permiffion to take it with 
them. They were afraid that the robbers, 
when they returned to fearch for their ar- 
rows, would difcover the body, and lay upon 
it fome fatal fpell. Such, faid they, is the cuf- 
tom of the Bofhmen; and in this way do thofe 
barbarians frequently caufe a whole family, 
and fometimes even a whole nation, to perifh. 

Thefe remarks betrayed grofs ignorance and : 
fuperftition. But, as | had no hopes of en- 
lightening them, I confented to their requett. 
Thebody of the dead Kaminouqua was accord~ 
ingly wrapped up in his krofs, and placed 
upon the back of an ox; and we departed. 

I continued to purfue nearly the fame courfe, 
keeping at fome diftance, however, from the 
trees on the fide of the river, that we might nei- 
ther be furrounded nor furprifed. After four 
hours march, I thought proper to halt to take 
fomerefrefhment. We had now been fafting 
four-and-twenty hours, without having been 
able to fleep, or {wallow fo much as a morfel of 
food. 

While we were taking. our repaft, three fa- 
wages of the Gheyfliqua nation pafled us; a 

nation 
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~ nation which I had been affured was the only 
one among the Hottentots that praciied femi- 
-eaftration. Their horde was fix leagues dif- 
tant on our left, to the fouth-eaft; and they 
were going to vilit fome hordes of the greater 
Nimiguas. But when they heard of our ad- 
venture with the Bofhmcn, they imagined 
thefe freebooters would fiill remain in the field 
for feveral days to annoy me on my march, 
and that it would not be prudent for them to 
continue their journey. PEVERES they re= 
folved to return. 

As Ihad been attacked the preceding ee 
and, having {till two nights to pafs before I 
could reach my camp, had reafon to fear I 
fhould be attacked again, I thought I fhould 
aét wifely by altering my courfe, and accom- 
panying the Gheyfliquas to theirhorde. By 
this oblique march, | might deceive the Both- 
men, and throw them off their fcent; and if, 
notwithftanding the darknefs of the night, 
they difcovered my flratagem and perceived 
my fteps, I had reafon to imagine they would 
ceafe to follow, or at leaft not venture to 
approach me, when fupported by a numerous 

| boy horde. 
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horde. This conje€ture feemed plaufible to 
my people: they prefled me to adopt the plan, 
and I did fo. 

The dead body, however, gave me fome 
uneafinefs. I was afraid it might be the 
object of fome frefh fuperftition to the peo- 
ple of the horde, and that they would give 
us but an unwelcome reception, if they did 
not abfolutely drive us from their diftric. 

To prevent this inconvenience, I propofed 
to the Kaminouquas to inter the body, and 
they confented. Befides the krofs in which 
it was wrapped, another was put over its face ; 
it was then covered with ftones ; and they ful- 
filled, as far as circumftances allowed, all the 
duties prefcribed by the cuftoms of their na- 
tion. 

Tt was funfet when we reached the horde ; 
and I was received with the fame friendfhip as 
I had experienced every where elfe. But no 
fooner was cur adventure known than they 
were feized with alarm. They had no doubt 
but the Bofhmen would come and attack us 
again during the night. In confequence they 
not only removed their cattle, but requefted 

me 
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me to keep mine feparate from them, and at a 
diftance from the kraal. 
_ Thefe precautions arofe from the bad opi- 
nion entertained of the Bofhmen; and indeed 
the tales they related of them rendered their 
fufpicions excufable. According to thefe Gheyf- 
fiquas, the Bofhmen horde was nothing but 
the retreat of affaflins, the afylum of thieves, 
-compofed of deferters from twenty different 
nations; and fo much the more dangerous, 
becaufe, being formidable from their number, 
they attacked, openly and without diftinGtion, 
every little tribe from which they could expect 
any booty. | 

Thefe focieties of Bofhmen in no wife re- 
femble thofe ] had feen in the eaft of Africa. 
The latter, compofed of thieves and runa- 
ways who diftruft one another, were few in 
number, and confifted of little feparate bands, 
from whom, of courfe, nothing more than 
fome bold ftroke or nocturnal furprife was to 
be feared. ‘The others, on the contrary, thofe 
with whom [ had at prefent to deal, compofe 
a formidable nation; and, to fay the truth, I 
was aftonifhed that a fociety of men without 

| 3 ref{traint, 
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reftraint, without difcipline, and, without 
friends, were able to fubfift.. Yet what fill, - 
more furprifed me. was, that they fhould fubfift 
with impunity, and poflefs a peaceable abode 
in the midft of twenty different hordes, which 
inceflantly fuffered from their robberies, and 
had not the courage to extirpate them, | 

With refpect to the robbery which regarded 
myfelf, I here learned fome particulars of 
the manner in whichit ad been accomplithed, 
with which I was before unacquainted. Bern- 
fry and Moodel, it feems, had given the advice - 
and concerted the plan. Thefe two villains, 
united together and worthy of being friends, 
were in alliance with the Bofhmen, On the 
watch for expeditions and enterprifes which 
the Bofhmen may undertake, they give them 
information, point out the means of {ucceeding, | 
direct the execution, and fhare the’ profit. 

Moodel in particular, more clofely connect 
ed with the horde than Bernfry, was at once 
their {py and proteGtor. . All ‘his cattle were 
kept atotheir kraal; all I faw there had his 
mark, and belonged to him; and the Gheyl- 
fiquas exprefied their forrow that I did not, as 

a punifh- 
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2 punifhment for the theft committed on me, 
take them away. . 

I had taken every precaution for the ic 
fence of mine, fhould we be «ttacked again in 
the night; but whether the Bofhmen loft our 
track in the dark, or whether they feared the 
affiftance that might be given me by the horde, 
they did not appear. ) 

‘To efcape them entir ely and reach my camp, 
Lhad now, as nearly as I could eftimate, fifteen 
or fixteen leagues to travel; and, as fo long a 
journey was not to be accomplifhed in one 
day, I could have wifhed to proceed as fur as 
poffible by a forced march, and then halt for 
the night. But the condition of my oxen 
prevented my executing this plan. As the 
thieves had compelled them to travel without 
refting, and had not even once allowed them 
time to feed, they were fo extremely fatigued 
and reduced, that I defpaired of being able to 
drive them a ftep farther. I faw them ftretch- 
éd on the ground as if they were never more - 
to rife. Whey were in the midft of excellent 
 grafs 3, yet, notwithftanding this circumftance, 
and hungry as they were, their, wearinefs was 

fo 
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fo great as to take from them all defire of 
eating. | 

It was fortunate for me, under fuch circum- 
ftances, that I had arrived at a place where 
1 had nothing to fear from the Bofhmen. 
This fecurity, added to the excellence of the 
pafture, determined me to remain for a while 
where I was. Befides, our halt, while it al- 
lowed the cattle time to recover, would alfo 
afford reft to our wounded Kaminouqua, who 
had in reality equal need of it. 

_ His arm had {welled to fuch a degree, that 
it was neceflary to place itin a larger piece of 
bark. All the part about the elbow had fup- 
purated, and fplinters were working out of it, 
which his furgeons extracted without pity, 
though the operation drew from him the moft 


 Jamentable cries. They continued to apply _. 


-cataplafms to his wound, compofed of chewed 
leaves and mutton fuet. He had the moft 
fanguine hopes from this. remedy ; and I alfo, 
ignorant as I was, had fome confidence in it, 
becaufe his wounds, except the {welling, looked 
well, and he felt eafy every time they were 
cooled by the application of a frefh drefling. - 
To 
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To judge of the Gheyffiquas by their fea- 
tures and the clapping of their language, they 
are of the Hottentot nation. They have 
marks of refemblance to the Gonaquas; and, 
froma comparifon of thefe analogies, I believe 
them to have fprung from the Nimiquas and 
the Caffres, as the Gonaquas are defcended 
from the Caffres and the Hottentots. 

The diftri&t inhabited by the Gheyfliqua 
nation borders on Caffraria, which confirms 
my conjecture. The people of the horde 
themfelves {howed me a chain of mountains 
to the eaft, which extending to a diftance was 
loft in the north, and which, inhabited by their 
principal tribes, feparated them from the Caf- 
fres, or at leaft from the Briquas and Bremas, 
whom they confider as tribes of Caffres, 

‘The Gheyffiqua language appeared to me 
to be nearly the fame as that of the Greater, 
Nimiquas; yet thefe two people feemed to 
bear lefs refemblance to each other than any 
_ of the African nations. 

With refpect to fuch charateriftics as are 
not original and derived from nature, as the 
form of their drefs, weapons, inftruments of 
mufic, fondnefs for hunting and dancing, and 

the 
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the like, the Gheyffiquas do not differ from the 


furrounding nations; except in having adopt- 
eda particular colour for their ornaments. All 
the ornaments of the Gheyffiquas are white, 
and compofed of the bones of a theep’s leg or 
foot, to which they give a dazzling whitenefs 
by proceffes peculiar to themfelves: Thus, as 
they fabricate their own necklaces and other 
articles of luxury, and have no occafion to pur- 
chafe the materials, they have no dependence 
on the colonies with refpe&t to trade, except 
for a few neceflary articles, which they want 
in common with other favages. Accordingly 
this nation is lefs known and lefs vifited than 
any other. 

The women are well made, lively, and al- 
ways ready to laugh cr dance: yet, with all 
the gaiety of their difpofition, they have the 
refervednefs of manners to which polifhed na- 
tions give the names of modefty and decorum, 
and which, in fo warma-climate and with 
fuch ardent conftituticns, appears to bea vir~ 
tue of no eafy attainment. 

Tam ignorant to what phyfical or moral 
caufe they are indebted for their continence ; 
and I fhall only obferve how ftrange it is, that 
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$n the fame climate, and among people differ- 
ing fo little from each other, we fhould find 
here women fo chafte, and there others fo much 
the reverfe ! 

No where did I meet with a nation fo truly 
generous. | had abfolutely nothing to give 
in exchange; yet during the two days I {pent 
with them, I had bowls of milk brought me 
as prefents, night and morning, from every hut. 
The chief even obliged me to accept a lamb ; 
and, though my people had ftill fome of the 
ox that had been killed the day before, he 
‘would give them alfo feveral fheep to regale 
themfelves with. 

I have obferved above, that femi-caftration 
1s practifed exclufively among the Gheyfliquas; 
and it prevails in all their hordes without ex- 
ception, as I was aflured by thofe in whom I 
convinced myfelf of the fad by my own eyes, . 
which I did without difficulty; for no fooner 
was the {ubject of my curiofity known, than 
every one complaifantly offered to fatisfy me, 
fo that if I had pleafed I might have se ay 
the whole horde. 

Many travellers have written upon the fubje& 
of this whimfical operation ; but they do not 
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agree elther as to its origin, the motives that 
led to its invention, or the nations that prac 
tife it. Kolben, who never agrees with any 
other author, and often. not very well with 
himfelf, reprefents it as a religious ceremony, 
a general and facred law with all the Hotten- 
tots indifcriminately. _ | 

According to him, a prieft is charged with 
the performance. ‘ No one is remembered 
“‘ ever to have violated it; and woe to him 
** who fhould endeavour to fhun the ceremony, 
“* as he would thereby certainly forfeit his life!” 
“ The prejudices that prevail with refpe@t to 
*‘ this duty are even fuch,” he adds, “ that a 
“ woman would not fubmit to the embraces of 
** a man who had not undergone the opera~ — 
“tion. The girls, when they marry, are very 
“* rigorous in exa¢ting proof of it; and as their 
“‘ natural modefty does not allow them to fa- 
“ tisfy themfelves, this office is left to the ma- 
“ trons of the family.” 

Every word of what I have juft recited from 
Kolben is fabulous. Yet if we were to believe 
him, he has often been prefent at the opera- 
tion ; which, he tells us, commonly confifts in 
the extraction of the left tefticle; and he even 

defcribes. 
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‘ ‘defcribes minutely ‘all the circumflances. But. 
this is another of his falfehoods; and at the 
Cape, where all the world knows he was 
never once out of the town, this lying affertion 
is a matter of public notoriety. | 
With regard tothe motives that have induced 
the favagés to adopt the practice in queflion, 
I have already faid, that travellers are not 
apteed upon the fubject. Some attribute it to 
the defire of rendering themfelves more fleet 
in running ; others to an intention of prevent- 
ing the too abundant propagation of the fpe- 
cies. Kolben feems to incline-to the latter 
opinion: yet, far from adducing arguments to 
fupport it, he contradi¢ts it himfelf, by ad- 
vancing, that twins are not the lefs common 
on account of the operation. | 
Thefe contradictions formed in the head of 
this author a confufion and perplexity, which 
he knew not how to unravel; and. thence he 
concludes, that “‘ it is by no means aftonifhing 
“if writers who have preceded him in giving’ 
“ accounts of the Cape, differ from one another, 
“ fince the Hottentots themfelves do not agree 
“in the'reafons they affign for fo whimfical.a 
“cuftom.” | 
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Though I have had it in my power to interro- 
gate, relpecting its origin, the nations that prac- 
tife it, [ cannot fatter myfelf with knowing 
more of it than other travellers. . Thofe of the 
Ghey/fliquas whom I queftioned on the fubject 
gave me fuch an abfurd reafon, that I almoft 
helitate to repeat it. According to them, it was 
a mark of diftinGion which their anceftors, be- 
ing at war with the neighbouring nations, in- 
vented for the purpofe of knowing one another. 

On fuch occafions [ am well aware that peo- 
ple nearly naked, and refembling each other 
in features and complexion, ftand in need of 
diftinguifhing marks and means of knowing 
their fellows. It is with this view that moft 
of the nations that furnith flaves to Europeans, 
as the Loangoes, Pomboes, Cormantins, Aboes, 
Papas, ec. fear their faces, arms, breafts, and 
all the forepart of the body from head to foot. 
The figure and arrangement of thefe fears are 
fuch, that each nation may be diftinguifhed at 
firft fight, and even at a diflance. At Surinam I 
have obferved the flaves brought for fale pro- 
duce a greater or lefs price, according to the 
{cars by which their country-was diftinguifhed. 

_ ‘That external marks thus apparent, may 
| have 
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have been invented by uncultivated nations is 
eafy to be conceived: but that the people of 
one of them, in order to recognize each other, 
fhould adopt a mark difficult to diftinguifh, 
and which modefty would incline them to 
- conceal, appears to me to be improbable, and 
not entitled to belief. 

Be this as it may, there are two modes of 
performing the operation ; and as they are not 
equally painful, one or the other is employed 
according to the age of the fubje@t and the 
ftrength of his conftitution. I {hall not enter 
into particulars on this point: the procefles 
are nearly the fame as they would be with us, 
and the refult has already been fufficiently ex- 
plained. I fhall only obferve, that the father 
ufually takes upon him the operation, which 
he commonly performs at the birth of the 
child. Sometimes, however, he defers it till 
the child is three years old, or even more; and 
then, as I have juft faid, a different mode is 
employed by him. 

If I had pleafed, I might have been prefent 
at the ceremony. A woman of the horde 
was near the time of her delivery ; but I 
fhould have been obliged, perhaps, to have 
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waited feveral days, and this delay did not 
accord with my-impatience to reach ait 
camp. 7 ; 
On the other hand I outa have withiel not 
to refume my journey, for fear of being again 
attacked by the Bofhmen. 1 was defirous of 
informing Swanepoel of my fituation, and ob- 
taining from him a reinforcement which would 
enable me to repel them; but how could I 
tran{mit to him my orders? | had already pro- 
pofed this commiffion to the people of the — 
horde the firft day of my arrival, but in‘vain, 
for no one would undertake it; and as to my 
own people, they fpoke of it with fo much re- 
lu€tance and afiricht, that, after founding them 
upon the fubje&, I thought it prudent ‘not to 
make the propofal. 
Klaas, indeed, was fufficiently inttepial and 
devoted to my fervice to embrace it, and he 
even offered to fet out alone. ‘But, in my pre 
fent fituation, the bravery of this man’ was 
more neceflary to me than ever. He was tthe 
foul of my troop; he fupported its ‘courage 
by his example; and, if we fhould be agai 
attacked, I had too much need of fich a’ fe- 


~ cond voluntarily to spc with him. | I gave-up; 
en -there- 
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therefore, all thoughts of a reinforcement, and 
found myfelf obliged to continue thy journey: 
as I had begun it. 

I ventured, however, to ‘seaeill of ee chief 
a few men to ferve me as an efcort to my 
camp; and, to induce them to comply, I an- 
nounced, that 1 would reward them for their 
| fervices when I arrived, and that | fhould be 
equally ready to make him alfo fome acknow- 
ledgment for his. I expected a refufal; but 
to my aftonifhment, feveral perfons, without 
hefitation, offered to accompany me. 
». What was more, the chief fent with me one 
of his daughters, requefting me to deliver to 
her the prefents intended for himfelf, and not 
to entruft them to any one elfe; which I ac- 
cordingly promifed. 

- We fet off two hours before dawn, that we 
might have a longer day, and advance fo 
much the farther. The people of the horde 
doubted not but the Bofhmen were at hand, to 
watch our fteps, and attack us under favour 
of the night: and this conjecture was the more 
probable, inafmuch as having a wide plain to 
crofs we muft march in view. But if this 
‘were an inconvenience on the one hand, we 
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had the advantage on the other of being able | 
to fee all around us, and to difcover our ene- 
mies as quickly and as eafily as they couid dif- 
cover us. , | | 

By the filence obferved by my people, and 
the hafte with which they proceeded, I judged 
that. they were not altogether devoid of fear. 
But, when day appeared, a complete change 
took place ; and they vented their courage in 
the moft laughable bravadoes. They argued 
with one another on the means of repulfing 
—thefe Bofhmen, of whom they were no longer 
afraid ; and on the {tratagems and manceuvres 
to be employed to exterminate every man of 
them, if they had the boldnefs to make their 
appearance. 

Each went beyond his companion in his 
boafts. It was who could profefs moft intre- 
pidity in facing a danger from which they faw 
themfelves free. Proud as your train-bands, 
who may have been engaged in a fkirmith 
with the mob, they recounted the adventures 
_of the night in which we had been attacked, 
and withed it again to return. 

This ebullition of courage continued, how- 
ever, the whole day, The momenta ditch, 

a hillock, 


AFRICA. 343 


a hillock, or any little rifing, appeared before 
: us, feveral of them would voluntarily fet off to 
reconnoitre it, and be fure that no ambufcade 
was formed there; and they would not fuffer 
us to advance till they gave the fignal. They 
were real children, whofe very timidity rene . 
dered their company the more diverting to me, 
and whom I might have led to either pole, 
through a hundred deferts, provided I could 
have guarantied their lives, which they valued 
above all things; happy in being ignorant of 
our wants, which frequently render exiftence 
a burden to us not eafy to be fupported. 
During the halt we made to dine, one of 
the favages of the horde, who had gone upon 
the fcout, came to inform me, that a few 
leagues to the right he had difcovered one of 
the angles formed by the Orange in its courfe, 
and had perceived the trees fkirting its banks, 
This was joyful news tomy troop. We re- 
fumed our journey gaily without altering our 
way, and about four in the afternoon reached 
the river, having travelled ten 0 ai in the 
courle of the day. 
As matter, the firft thing I did was to choofe 
an advantageous place for the encampment 
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of my little caravan. In the midft of the 
trees on the banks we fhould have run too 
’ much rifk, if the Bofhmen had come to attack 
usin the night. Five or fix hundred paces 
on this fide of them was a tolerable large 
clump of thrubs, chiefly confifting: of ebo- 
THES. ¢))° «3 dnote TRAN 
This clofe and buthy thicket appeared to me 
well calculated to ferve us as a fhelter. I di- 
reed juch trees as were near, and that were 
capable of , obfiruQing our fight; to be cut 
down, which required little trouble,, as. they 
were all euphorbias,. great or fmall..,/Then,, 
while fome of my people were: difpatched on 
all fides to cut wood for the fires of the night, 
others were employed, under my direction, in 
clearing the interior of the thicket, and form- 
ing a place. capable of containing us.. The 
outer edge we fortified with branches inter- 
woven together, and covered with mats and 
fkins. .Lafily, to protect us from fuch, arrows 
as might fall vertically on our heads, I caufed 
my marquee to be flretched by way of canopy 
on fome ftakes, and thus formed a roof, under 
which we were perfectly fheltered. With 
thefe precautions we could fear no nocturnal 
attack 
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attack in the mid{t of our fort, mm which we 
might have defied all the Bofhmen of Airica. 

_ The oxen were tied up in:a.circle round the 
infide of the inclofure, and fo near us, that 
we could almoft touch them with our hands. 
Thus defended, it was impoflible to think of 
carrying. them off. But. their proximity had 
one inconvenience; the noife they made by 
their different movements, and the uneafinefs 
they fhowed from time to time, and which we 
coniidered as indications cither of Bofhmen 
or of wild:beafts, kept us fo conftantly on the 
alarm, that it was impoflible for one of- us to 
clofe his eyes. | 

il he night, however, though very unquiet, 
pafled without our being any otherwife dif 
turbed. We heard nothing but hyznas and 
jackals, the cries of which, in our fituation, 
were pleafing prognoftics, as they convinced 
us that there were no Bofhmen in the plain... 

Notwithitanding this proof of fecurity, I 
was unwilling to relume my journey till the 
fun had,made his appearance. Indeed we had 
not above five leagues to travel ; and, of courfe, 
the day, was more than fufficient for fo fhort a 
march. Itis true, that as we refolved to pro- 

ceed 
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ceed along the wood by the river’s fide, in or- 
der to fhorten our way, we éould advance but 
flowly, becaufe, having ambuftades to fear, 
many precautions were to be taken. 

When arrived nearly about half way, we 
heard the report of fome guns fired on the 
river. I fent to examine what was the occa- 
fion of it. Four of my people were hunting 
hippopotamufes, and when informed of my 
approach, they came to exprefs their joy, and 
_ bring me news of my camp. My long ab- 
fence had given alarm. Uneafy at hearing no 
tidings of me, Swanepoel had fuppofed me to 
be killed by the Bothmen, with-all my party, 
and that he fhould never fee me again. — I dif- 
patched a man on horfeback to acquaint him 
with my return, and two hours after -we ar- 
rived at the camp. | Lg Gated 

My firft bufinefs when [alighted was to 
take care of the wounded Kaminouqua. I 
ordered my marquee to be ereéted for him; 
and, recommending him to the attention of 
fach of his comrades as appeared the moft in- 
telligent, borne down as | was with fleepinefs— 
and fatigue, I retired to reft in my waggon. 
As for my people, they fpent the night in 

2 | fealting 
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feafting, and in giving a minute account of 
our expedition. | 

Bernfry, being informed of my arrival by 
his emiffaries, had the audacity again to make 
his appearance in my camp. His defign was 
to impofe upon me with refpeét to his con- 
duét, and to endeavour to wipe out the fufpi- 
cions I might have conceived of him. He 
profeffed a warm zeal for my welfare, andthe 
greateft perfonal attachment. He fpoke ofthe | 
herde of robbers, and informed me, that we — 
had killed four or five perfons, and feverely 
wounded feveral others. But he added, that 
they had fworn to be revenged; and that I 
muft redouble my vigilance and precautions, | 
if | wifhed to efcape a furprife, of which, foon 
or late, I muft inevitably become the victim. 
My egreateft enemy in this bufinefs, according 
to him, was Moodel. It was Moodel who 
pretected the horde, and of him, therefore, I 
ought to be particularly on my guard. | 

Thus, the better to. deceive me, did the 
knave betray and point out to my vengeance 
his comrade and only friend. But his fingular 
villany did not impofé upon me. Icut fhort 
every explanation and all farther fubtlety on 
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his part, by pretending to receive his intelli- 
gence as very important advice.. I even took 
care not to let him perceive the fufpicion 1 had 
of himfelf. By this apparent confidence I left it 
in my power to watch his conduat fecretly. 
Though, after all, notwithftanding the art he 
had employed to infpire me, with; dread, 1 
feared neither Moodel nor himfelf, nor even, 
the Bothmen. i : 
_ Befides, as my- iucbaateal were iptv 
on my departure, my, fole, object was to quit 
the borders of Orange-River without delay... I 
had already iffued orders for theneceflary pre> 
parations, and I waited ,only,,for their being 
finifhed to be gone. ‘This, ,however, would 
require time.. My carriages wanted repairing, 
for fo injured were, they by «the, heat, that 
every piece of wood that compoled is was 
loofe. My new oxen wére alfo to be broken 
in; fince, having never felt the, yoke, they 
were ftartled at, the very fight, of Aa WagZOn, - 
and when my people ,had aecomplithed the 
harnefling them, and they heard the noife of 
the wheels’ behind, they became furious, . and 
. broke or overturned every thing. 

‘The endeavours fade to fubdue them were 

attended 
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attended with great rifks and labour, which 
‘continued along time; and the. fruitlefineds 
of thefe attempts occafioned me daily fits of 
_ Gmpatience. My people, poilefling more calm- 

nefs of temper, were not. fo eafily rebuffed ; 
and they affured me, if 1 would leave the mat- 
ter to their management, they would not fail 
to accomplifh their purpofe. But the leffons 
they gave were fo fevere, that I could not 
witnefs them without extreme pain. . Accord- 
ing to them, thefe poor animals were too old 
to fubmit quietly to the yoke, and there was 
no hope of bending them to it but by dint of 
blows. a | 
It is true, there.were full five of my former 
ones remaining, which were yoked with the 
new ones, that they might be broken in -by 
their example. But beforethefe even would 
fubmit to'work, they received from my people - 
a good beating .with the chabouck ; and this — 
correction was fo often repeated, that I found 
myfelf abfolutely incapable of enduring the 
fpectacle. According! y, whenever. the leffon. 
began, Itook my gun, and-rambled to:a dif- 
tance, Sea to kant ‘out. of ie si eee 
of it. te 
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_ Thad hoped that thefe excurfions would re- 
compenfe me by new acquifitions, and that I 
fhould find among the birds that inhabited the 
woods fome addition to my collection. But. 
I was difappointed. The time of their paffage 
was over; and the great and little bee-eaters, 
varieties of {wallows and other f{pecies, had all 
difappeared. 

_ Another remark which I made while’ in this 
part of Africa I confider as too important to 
be omitted. The moment the hurricane from 
the fouth-eaft, of which I have fpoken above, 
had ceafed, the wind veered to the north, 
where it conftantly remained, with a few va- 

‘Fiations only to the two neighbouring points, 
north by weft, and north by eaft. Occafionally 

we had a few fhowers, but fo flight that they 
fcarcely wetted the fand. The fky, however, 
had continued gloomy and overfhadowed, 
the wind driving before it numerous clouds, 
which proceeded to accumulate on the moun- 
tains of Camis, and. prepare the rainy aaron 
for the Cape. 

This feafon had already commenced in the 
mountains to the north, where the Orange 
takes its fource. At leaft this river, fince I 

: crotied 
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croffed it, that is to fay, within a fortnight, 
had rifen more than twenty feet. It flowed 
now on a level with its banks, and carried 
along with it feveral whole trees which it had 
torn up by the roots, and even formed, in fe- 
veral parts of the plain, extenfive lakes. Ina 
word, my camp, which at firft had been fta- 
tioned fix hundred paces from the water’s edge, 
and had not been moved, was now diftant 
from it not above fifty. Almoft all the trees 
were nearly covered by it, their tops and a 
_few branches only being perceptible. This 
fight, one of the grandeft I ever beheld in 
Africa, if it had not been at variance with my 
{chemes, would long have feafted my eyes. 
Befides other inconveniences to the danger of 
my caravan, this {well of the river deprived 
me of the advantage of hunting hippopo- 
tamufes; for thefe amphibious animals, as 
they do not love muddy and troubled waters, 
had retired towards the fea-fhore. , 
Many of my new favages belonging to 
hordes on the other fide of the river regretted, 
on account of its overflow, their having re- 
mained fo long with me. The Gheyfliquas, 
on the contrary, free from this occafion of un- 
eafinels, 
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eafinefs, and being well fed in my camp, were 
happy in remaining, and feemed not to think 
of their departure. But I had engaged to fend 
them back in a week, and I kept my word. 

~ 1 gave them all more than I had promifed. 
The prefent defigned for the chief was en- 
trufted to his daughter, as he had defired ; and 
I added thereto a pretty red handkerchief for 
herfelf, and fome white glafs beads, which the 
highly valued. She had been treated w ith 
diftinGion in my camp. Noconvenience had 
been denied her, not even that-of anointing ; 
and I fometimes attended her toilette, which 
indeed was always the fame, but I every time 
received frefh pleafure in obferving the pains 
fhe took to adorn and difplay her charms, the 
fight of which rendered me every day more | 
referved and circum{pect. 

This troop had fcarcely departed, when 
another arrived, confifting of thirty-fix perfons, 
men and women. Thefe were Hottentots who 
refide on the confines of the colony, and who, 
buying at fecond or third hand certain com- 
moditics from the planters, travel into the in- 
terior of the country there to barter them with 
other favages for cattle, which on their return 


they 
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they fell to the colonifts.. There are alfo whites 
who follow this kind of trade; but they are far 
from dealing with the fame honefty as the 
favages of whom | am {peaking. 3 
Thefe people arrived from the eaftern coun- 
tries, where they had purchafed a herd of about 
threefcore cattle. | Having heard of me there, 
they had endeavoured to find me, and came | 
to afk permiffion to join my caravan and re- 
turn with me to their habitations. To this 
requeft I gave my confent, informing them, 
however, that I had as yet neither determined 
on the day of my departure, nor the road I 
fhould take. 3 
With regard to fubfiftence, I promifed to 
fhare with them the produce of my hunting, 
as long as game was to be found: but added, 
that the moment game failed, and I fhould be 
obliged to have recourfe to my herd to feed my 
people, I fhould then leave them to themfelves 
to get provificn as they could. I obferved 
alfo that { fhould not furnith them with to- 
bacco; for my ftock of this article, fo import- 
ant to a favace, began to fall fhort. With 
regard to my brandy, though I had left a fmall 
ftore at my departure, it was confidgerably di- 
Vou. Ii. fia minifhed 
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minifhed at my return. I could not avoid 
teftifying my difpleafure at this circumftance 
to Swanepoel himfelf, as I fufpected him of 
having yielded to the temptation and con- 
fumed it unneceflarily. | 

The traders thanked me for the readinefs of 
my compliance, as well as for the fervices I 
propoled to render them. ‘The conditions [| 
found myfelf obliged to impofe were indeed 
too reafonable for them to make any ob- 
jection; and fo far from requiring tobacco of 
me, they had ftill feveral rolls remaining of 
fifteen or twenty pounds each, befide what 
was neceflary for themfelves, which they — 
offered to fpare me. ‘This offer I accepted, © 
promifing to pay them, as foon as we reached 
the pofleffions of the Dutch, either in money 
or in kind, as they fhould like beft. 

Nothing yet informed me when I might 
expect to depart. My people, with all their 
exertions, could not accomplifh the breaking 
in of my oxen; and the delay thus occafioned, 
_ which was pure watte of time, mortified me ex- 
tremely : however, I attempted to make at leaft 
fome advantage of it, by looking over my col- 
lection, and putting it in order for conveyance. 

The 
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The fkin of the giraffe in particular wanted 
fome preparation, for it had become in drying 
as hard as iron, fo that there was no bending — 
it, and of courfe it could not be carried with 
any convenience. I firft foaked it in the river 
for a few hours, and then fteeped it in a de- 
coction of tobacco, camphor, and foap ; and 
by thefe means it was rendered fo fupple, that 

I could pack it up as I pleafed. 

Having’ finifhed the arrangement of my 
collection, I employed the leifure that re- 
mained in drawing plants and flowers, There 

“were immenfe quantities in the neighbour- 
hood; and every day the feafon occafioned 
~ freth ones to blow. But I made my drawings 
rather as an amateur than a naturalift, and at- 
tended only to fuch as appeared moft beauti- 
ful and rare. | 

While fpeaking of thefe things, though in 
another point of view, I cannot help exprefling 
my regret that Sparmann, who was fo little 
prefled for time when he undertook his jour- 
ney, or Pater fon, who feems to have travelled 
poft, and as a man eager to finilh his expedi- 
tion, had not formed the defign of penetrating 

‘into the country of the Kabobiquas, and as 
Aaz2 5 hae 
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far even as the mountains of the Houzou- 
anas. 7 | 

What treafures would thefe learned botanifts 
have found there! And what riches might 
they not have brought away with them! | 

[ have mytelf, indeed, but a few icore draw- 
ings, to prove “what fcience might have gained 
by their means: yet [ invite other travellers 
to undertake what my little knowledge of bota- 
ny prevented me from performing ; andI dare 
promife them before hand the moft fplendid- 
fuccefs. But at the fame time | muft tell them, 
that they ought to dedicate feveral years to their 
refearches, without which it will be impoflible 
for them to. erica hops their purpofe to any 
great extent. 

It is not in Africa as in what are called the 
temperate countries of Europe. In thefe, na- 
ture gives the earth to vegetate part of the year 
only, while, during the other part, it is dead 
and lifelefs. In Africa, on the contrary, there 
is no interruption. ‘The foil, warmed by the: 
continual heat, is always. fertile; and. every 
rnonth yields its plants, its flowers, and its 
fruits. Nor is there, as in‘Europe, a gradual 
development and regular fucceffion. ~ It is not 

the 
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the feafon, nor is it the greater or lefs propin- 
quity of the equator, that occafions a more or 
lefs abundant vegetation. The fun itfelf, elfe- 
where confidered as the primary caufe of fer- 
tility, is here the fecondary only. _ Its heat, it 
is true, is affifting to the birth, growth, and 
ripening of vegetables; but they are the rains: 
more particularly that occafion them to {pring 
up and unfold themfelves, that determine in 
great meafure the place and time of their ap-. 
pearance, and caufe them to fhow themfelves 
in one place fooner than in another. Now as 
the rains themfelves are owing to the fituation 
of the mountains which attract the clouds, it 
follows, that they may be very unequally dif- 
tributed, and that one {pot may be deluged 
with them, while another, properly. watered, 
fhall difplay a vigorous ftate of vegetation, and 
a third, dry and parched, exhibit only. the 
image of death and defolation. 

From this fortuitous occurrence of the rains, - 
fome vegetables have ‘a fort of accidental fuc- 
-ceflion, according to the {pots on which they 
erow, that naturally they ought not to have. 
Thus in one place a Species of flower has juft 
blown, which farther on appeared fix weeks 
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before, and which, ten leagues farther ftill, will 
perhaps not bloffom in lefs. than two months. 
In Africa, nature is always alive, and her action 
never benumbed by cold: but it is neceflary 
to be on the watch for her ; and the botanift 
who traverfes the country, without refiding,in 
it a confiderable time, muft expect only the 
fortune of the day, and will of courfe bring 
away with him no other colieétion than what 
is afforded him by chance. 

At the Cape are daily proofs of vias I cai 
faid. The colonies have long aga been vifited 
by amateurs of flowers and dkilful botanifts ; 
yet every new comer finds fomething with 
which to enrich his garden or his herbal. As 
it happens, perhaps, that no one arrives at 
the fame place, under the fame circumftances, 
and at the fame period as another, each meets 
with plants which they who preceded him 
neither knew nor had the power of knowing. 
The two naturalifts I mentioned above-have 
enriched fcience by new difcoveries, though 
they came after fo many others. | 

Though the majority of thefe fistocfike 
journeys were made ina fhort {pace of time, 
they: have contributed neverthelefs to extend 

our 
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our knowledge, and increafe the treafures of 
natural hiftory. What then would be effected, 
fhould a man of information repair to fome 
fertile and more diftant {pot, and remain a 
whole year, fo as to fee all that nature produces 
there blow in fucceflion under his eye! _ 

_ What I have faid concerning plants is with 
equal truth applicable to birds; for the influ- 
ence of the rains, which accelerates or retards 
the unfolding of the former, cannot fail to 
occafion great difference in the laying, incuba- 
tion, and moulting of the latter. 

That I may render a double fervice to per= 
fons attempting a fimilar enterprife to mine, [ - 
fhall infert here a remark, which I confider as 
important, and that may fave them from many 
miltakes; which is, that the variation which 
is obferved to take place in the fame {pecies of 
plants, according to the difference of age, of . 
time, and of place, takes place allo among 
the feathered tribe. 

This accidental and tranfitory diffimilitude 
is fometimes fo great, that a perfon would 
{uppofe himfelf to fee individuals totally diffe- 
rent ; and I have known men learned in books 
and fyftems as much deceived in this refpect as 

Aa4 others. 
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others. One of thefe clofet naturalifts, for 
inftance, fhewed me four birds as fo many dif- 
ferent fpecies, and even as not belonging to 
the fame genus, with which I was well ac- 
quainted, and which I knew to be the fame 
bird, only of different ages. 
+ In the firft place, every male when young 
has the fame plumage as his mother; and it is 
only as he grows older that he aflumes that of 
his fex. I will not venture to afhrm that this 
is an univerfal and invariable rule; but I have 
hitherto met with no exception to it, whereas 
I have verified it, by my own obfervation, in 
more than a thoufand different fpecies. | 
Many females too, when they grow fo old 
as to ceafe laying eggs, undergo a fimilar 
change, and affume thé more fplendid colours 
belonging to the male of the fpecies, which they 
retain during the remainder of their lives, 
This fa&t is ftrikingly perceptible in thofe 
{pecies in which the male and female very 
much differ in their colour; as the golden 
pheafant of China, for inftance, now fo com- 
mon in our aviaries, in which the change 
takes place. I have obferved the fame tranf- 
mutation in many other birds, of which | 
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fhall fpeak elfewhere. In fome fpecies, and 
thofe not few in number, the male alone regu- 
larly changes his colour, and ailumes once ir. 
a twelvemonth the plumage of the female; fo 
that at a certain period of the year all the birds 
of this {pecies appear to be females. I have in 
my poffeffion {pecimens of more than fifty of 
thefe changing fpecies, in all their tranfitions 
from one hue to another; but the one in 
which it appears moait extraordinary is an 
African bunting, known by the name of vexve 
a épauleties rouges*, The female of this 
_ beautiful bird has the fimple colours of the iky- 
lark, and a fhort horizontal tail, like that of 
almoft all other birds: the male, on the con- 
trary, is wholly black, except at the fhoulder 
of the wing, where there is a large red patch 5 
and his tail is long, ample, and vertical like 
that of the common cock. But this brilliant. 
plumage and fine vertical tail fubfift only dur- 
ing the feafon of love, which continues fix 
months. This period over, he lays aflide his 
{plendid habiliments,. and aflumes the more 


* See Buffon’s Planches Enluminées, No. 635. V. The 
orange-fhouldered bunting. Latham’s Synopfis, vol. If, 
Pp: 184. Tt: | | | 
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modeft drefs of his mate. The moft extraor- 
dinary circumftance is, that the vertical. tail 
alfo changes to a horizontal one, and the male 
fo exactly refembles the female, that it is not 
poffible to diftinguifh them from each other. 


The female has her turn. When fhe reaches | 


a certain age, and has loft the faculty of pro- 
payating the {pecies, fhe clothes herfelf for the 
remainder of her days in the garb which the 
male had temporarily affumed; her tail, like 


his at that period, grows long, and, like his 


alfo, from horizontal becomes vertical. 

The birds of this {pecies aflociate together, 
live in a fort of republic, and build their nefts 
near to each other, The fociety vfually con- 
fifts of about fourfcore females: but whether, 
by a particular law of nature, more females are 
produced than males, or for any other reafon 
of which I am ignorant, there are never more 
than twelve or fifteen males to this number of 
females, who have them in common. 

All that I have here written I have read in 
the great book of nature. Such obfervations, 
perhaps, have no great merit, and I confider 
them myfelf as of little value: but they are at 
leaft aceurate ; and the critics who have been 

defirous 
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defirous of giving me their advice have nei- 
ther found, nor will be able to find, fimilar 
ones, cither among their inventors of fyftems, 
or in the books of writers whofe excurfions 
have never extended beyond the walls ofa 
clofet. . 

_ My people were ftill employed in breaking 
in the oxen, but they were advanced in the 
bufinefs fcarcely farther than at the firft mo- 
ment. One day when exercifing them, one 
in particular became furious, and attempted 
to make-his efeape. The Hottentot who was 
neareft endeavoured to ftop him, by catching 
hold of the rope by which he had been faftened; 
but unfortunately flipping his hand into a run- 
ning knot, which drew tight round his wrift, 
he was dragged along by the animal to a con- 
fiderable diftance, and torn and bruifed in 
- twenty places before it was poflible to extri- 
cate him. 

Juft at that moment Bernfry aria He 
had witneffed the accident, and was alfo pre- 
fent when I was told of it. _ Availing himfelf 
_ of the circumftance, he ftated to me how im- 
prudent it would be to expofe myfelf on the 
- road with cattle fo totally undifciplined, and 
| offered 
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offered to provide me with a team of fix oxen 
well trained to the yoke, if I would give him 
in exchange one of my mufkets, with twelve — 
pounds of powder, and lead enough to caft 
two hundred balls. 

‘The bargain would have been fufficiently 
advantageous to me, and, had he afked triple 
the value in other articles, I would not have he- 
fitated. But to furnith a man of his character 
with arms was putting it in his power to do 
till greater mifchief: I therefore pofitively 
refufed. He, on his part, would hear of uo 
other terms, and there the matter reftea, not- 
withftanding the reprefentations of my Hot- 
tentots, who, tired of the pains they had 
taken to train thefe untameable beatts, urged 
me to compliance. 

Thefe men, who at firft had made a jeft 
of the trouble of breaking them in, now de- 
{paired of it. J was well aware of the per- 
plexity of my fituation; but I was refolved 
to fuffer any diftrefs rather than confent tothe | 
. “bargain. Accordingly, renouncing all hope 
of coming to an agreement, I fixed for my 


departure the 21ft of May ; and, when the day e 


arrived, the oxen were yoked. 
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The caravan was numerous. Befide the 
thirty-fix dealers in cattle who had requefted 
leave to accompany me, I had ten Nimiquas 
belonging to a horde near Secretary- Fountain, 
_who purpofed to proceed in company with us 
till they arrived at a ford of the river which 
they knew, and where they intended to crofs — 
it. In fhort, including both my own people 
and ftrangers, the troop confifted of ninety- 
two perfons, of whom feventy-three were men, 
and nineteen women; and our herd of a hun- 
dred and feventy-two oxen, befide fheep. 

The tiver had decreafed within a few days; 
and the Kaminouquas, availing themfelves of 
this circumftance, had returned home with 
their wounded comrade. 

All my caravan was ready to depart. No- 
thing but my giving the fignal was waited 
for; and I had fet one foot on the pole to 
mount my waggon, when the ox neareft me 
flung back his heels, and {truck me on the 
leg of the other juft as I lifted it from the — 
ground. 

I cried out: every one ran to my affiflance, 
not doubting but my leg was broken; and, 
from the pain which benumbed it and took 


from 
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from me the capacity of moving it, I had every 
veafon to be of the fame opinion; nor was it 
till the expiration of more than a quarter of an 
hour, when the numbnefs went off, that I 
difcovered it to be only a violent contufion. 

Klaas, already angry with me, and taking ad- 
vaatage of the fevere leffon I had thus received, 
bluntiy addreffed himfelfto Bernfry, offered him 
twelve pounds of powder and twelve of lead for 
two of his thill oxen; and, without allowing me 
time to reflect, inftantly ran off with him to 
fetch them. Klaas was in the right. The two 
oxen arrived ; the price ahs upon was paid ; 
and we departed. : 

_ My defign was to travel for fome time along 
the fide of the river, following its courfe, and 
keeping as near as poffible to the wood that 
fkirted it. By taking this road, I. was fure of 
water and plenty of grafs. My own waggon, 
by the help of the oxen that Bernfry had fold 
me, proceeded tolerably well; but with the 
other two waggons the cafe was different. 
‘Their teams were fo refra€tory and indocile, 
that they were twenty times on the point of 
being dafhed againft the trees, or overturned 


and thrown down fome precipice ; and we 
7 were 
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were thtee days in reaching the ford, which 
ought to have been the work of a fingle day’s 
journey. 

The drivers, tired of thetr office, and lofing 
all patience, declared that it would be impof- 
fible for them to proceed any farther, unlefs I 
procured two oxen more, well trained, for the 
thill of each of the other waggons, as I had 
for that of my own. ‘This was telling me to 
buy the four other of Bernfty. Nothing — 
ever coft me fo much as this refolution ; but, 
notwithftanding my reluctance, neceflity com- 
pelled me to fubmit to it. Accordingly I fent 
away the mufket that had been demanded as 
the price, and waited on the banks of the river 
for the arrival of the oxen. | 

In the mean time I difcharged my obliga- 
tions to the Nimiquas. Recompenfed beyond 
what they had afked for accompanying me, 
they left me, highly fatisfied with my conduét, 

and crofled the ford to return home. 
When the oxenarrived, we alfo departed ; 
and, after two encampments and a match of 
ten leagues by the fide of the wood, we halted 
once more on the ftrand of the Orange, at 
which we eafily arrived with our waggons 
6 through 
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through a commodious defile, where there was 
not a fingle tree to incommode us, 

Here, however, we perceived to our forrow, 
that we could proceed no farther along the 
river’s fide, or even along the wood that bor- 
dered it, on account of the roads, which 
were fo bad as to be pine: said Saino for 
waggons. 

The 27th, quitting the river till we could 
find fome more convenient route by which to 
return to it, we proceeded fouth for four hours 
before it was in our power to verge to the 
weft, and in that diretion travelled fix leagues 
through execrable roads. Being obliged every 
inftant to alight from my waggon and get up 
again, I delpaired of rejoining the river, and 
was momentarily on the point of abandoning 
my defigi. At length, on the evening of the 
28th, we arrived, with great labour, at the fite 

of an old kraal, which appeared to have been 
long abandoned, and whels we pitched our 
camp. | 

The maton ae was fo pleafant, that I could 
not refift the temptation of making a ftay there. 
A few paces from our camp was little wood, 


through which ran a gentle ftream, that af- 
forded © 
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forded water for us and our cattle, and added 
infinitely to the beauty of the place. Every 
moment flocks of thofe ring groufe arrived 
which I have elfewhere mentioned. I killed 


_ them by dozens; and the fport was fo pro- 


ductive, that, during my three days abode 
there, it in part furnifhed fubfiftence for all my 
troop. The trees around were covered with 
birds of different kinds. There were event 
fome that were new to me, anid that ferved to ; 
increafe my colleCion. 

Meanwhile fome Lefs, Nimiquas, iriformed 
of my arrival in their canton, came to vifit me, 
and. offer me fheep in exchange for tobacco. © 
From them I heard, for the firft time, of the 


. accident that had befallen Pinar; who, after. 


having fo much vexed me onthe road, had at - 
length parted from me, feven or eight months 
prior to this period of my travels. 

Having offended a horde near whicli he was 
encamped, he had nearly been the vidtim 
of hisimprudence. His oxen had been taken 
away, his waggon plundered, his Hottentots 
killed with poifoned arrows, and he himfeif 
would have loft his life, if he had not had the 

Vou. Il. Bb -addrefs 
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addrefs to conceal himfelf till he found an op- 
portunity of reaching the colony. | 

Notwithftanding the reafons | had to be of» 
fended with him, I could not avoid pitying 
his fate. I little thought at that moment that 


a misfortune of another kind, but ftill more — : 


alarming, awaited us all. | 
By encamping on the fite of the kraal, I 
fought to confole myfelf for my fatigues. The 
coolnefs of the wood, the water by which it 
was wathed, the various fowers that adorn- 
ed it, of which the fragrance delighted my 
fenfes—every thing, in fhort, feemed to con- 
cur in fixing me for a while in this enchant- 
ing abode. It was apparently an elyfium; 
but, alas! hell itfelf was fituated by its fide. 
We encamped on an efplanade, about four 
hundred feet in circumference, and fmooth 
as if it had been levelled by art; but it 
had long ferved as a fold for the eatild of the 
horde. : 
The excrements of the asiaadle gradually 
accumulating, had at length formed a layer 
feveral feet thick, which, brayed by their hoofs 
and moiftened with their urine and the rain, 
was 
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was become a ftratum of turf, a fulphureous 
and inflammable foil. 

No one had attended to this; no one in< 
deed could have well perceived it; for the 
whole {pot on which we encamped was com- 
pletely covered with a few inches of fine fand, | 
which had been conveyed thither by the wind. 
But no fooner had we lighted our nocturnal 
fires than they communicated to the dried 
dunghill underneath its covering, and, fecretly 
pervading the mafs and penetrating it in every 
direction, at laft inflamed the whole. In pro- 
portion as it burned and was converted to 
afhes, it funk down, and thereby occafioned 
vacuities which, affording a paflage to the air, 
increafed and fpread the combuftion. At 
length, about the middle of the night, the con- 
flagration burft forth, the flames made their 
appearance, and they who firft perceived them 
gave the alarm of fire to waken the reft and 
procure affiftance. 

I was afleep in my waggon: their cries 
fuddenly awaked me; and the reader may 
judge of my fright, upon feeing twenty pillars 
of fire afcending from the midft of my camp, 
my Hottentots removing their huts, howling 

Bb like 
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‘like fo many fpirits of the damned, and run- 
ning through the Hames to colle& my cattle, 
which could not move a ftep without finking 
into the ground, and occafioning the iffue of 
_ frefh flames. | 

If extraordinary ideas fuggeft themfelves at 
fuch a moment, it is furely excufable; parti- 
cularly if a perfon behold, for the firft time, 
fo tremendous a phenomenon, and it burft 
on him fuddenly, and with an alarm, in the 
middle of the night. My firft thought was, 
that a volcano had juft opened under our 
feet, and that we were in the very centre of 
its crater. 

The fire, however, had not yet reached me. 
My three waggons were to windward, and by 
a lucky accident appeared to be in no danger 
for the moment. Accordingly my people 
called to me to remain quietly where I was, 
and not be uneafy. Some of them were ac- 
quainted with fuch fires, either from theirown 
experience or from hearfay, fo that their heads 
were not bewildered, and they were capable 
of giving effectual affiftance where it was ne- 
ceffary. All the men and women immediately 
laid hold of my waggons, and dragged them . 

| fo 
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fo far as to have refpecting aaa nothing to_ 
apprehend. 

‘Fortunately no perfon was loft, and my 
oxen only fuffered by the accident. Several of 
them were lamed by confiderable burns, and 
one perifhed in the flames, without its being 
in our power to afford him afliftance. 

To behold this huge animal ftruggling in 
the midft of the conflagration, the fury of 
which was increafed by his violent plunging, 
was a fight at once dreadful and fublime! The 
diftant air rung with his cries. He foon ex- 
pired. The fire was fo ftrong, that he was 
roafted to the very entrails; and when it was — 
extinguifhed, my people ate his remains, with- 
-out any farther preparation. 

Warned by the fatal accident that might 
have befallen me, I cannot too ftrongly recom- 
mend to thofe who may travel in Africa, never 
‘to encamp on old deferted kraals. Had the 
wind blown towards the fide where I was 
fituated, there is no doubt but the flames would: 

foon have communicated to my waggons ; and 
it is more than probable that, as I flept in 
the one which contained my whole ftock of 
‘powder, I fhould have been blown up and 
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deftroyed, and perhaps too before my art 
had perceived the fire. ~ 

The greater part of the night was fpent in 
removing the camp to-frefh ground. Our 
oxen, affrighted at the uproar, and ftill more 
at the flames, difperfed themfelves in the wood, 
from which we had great difficulty to diflodge 
them and colle& them round us. 3 

Refuming our journey, we travelled feven 
leagues weft by fouth: but, the road being 
execrable, I again approached the river by 
turning to the north-weft. After proceeding 
four hours in this dire€tion, we arrived at the 
entrance of a pafs, at the end of which I per- 
ceived a little fquare houfe, covered with 
thatch, and of which the mud-walls were neat- 
ly made and in good condition. 

It is impoffible to exprefs the uneafinefs I 
felt at the fight of this cottage. I feared that 
I fhould find there a fecond Bernfry, or another 
Matthew Moodel: but, on my approach, I 
faw with fatisfaction that the houfe was at 
_ prefent without an owner; and in confequence 
I took pofleffion of it, and pase my Canap 
there. 

Near the honfe was a fpring of tolerably good 

| water 3 | 
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‘water; and behind it a little earden gone to 
watte, but which, amid the weeds that began 
tooverrun it, ftill contained lettuces, peafe, 
pumpions, and other culinary vegetables. 
The pafture around appeared excellent; and 
the Orange flowed at a {mall diftance from it. 
In fhort, the folitary who had erected his her- 
Mitage there had chofen a {pot equally fertile 
and pleafant : but I was furprifed to fee it un- 
inhabited and abandoned; and I afked Klaas 
Bafter, who, knowing the country, might be 
acquainted with the caufe, if he could account: 
for the circumftance. 

. He informed me that the hatte had 
built by my honeft friend Schoenmaker; who, 
in his wandering life, had made, in this man- 
ner, different fettlements on the banks of the 
Orange ; and that he had quitted this to re- 
move from the neighbourhood of Bernfry and 
Moodel, who he was aware owed him no good- 
will. 

I thall fpeak farther on of an oekeraniees 
family that I met in the defert on my retura 
to the Cape, and to whom I recommended to 
eccupy this deferted retreat. If they followed 
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my advice ; if, retired to this corner of the 
. earth, they have found an end of their misfor- 
tunes, and enjoy that peace and tranquillity 
which the world cannot give, they will re- 
member my name. It is pleafing to utter the 
name ofa good man. ‘The names of the op- 
preflor, the traitor, and the aflaffin, imprint, on 
the contrary, a lafting horror, which converts 
the moft peaceful abode into the dwelling of 
wretchednefs and apprehenfion. But I have 
quitted the deferts of Africa, in which I ought 
_ for ever to have remained. 

Having fixed ourfelves in the hut and fur- 
rounding valley, I went to examine the ftate 
of the river. It continued to fall. Its water 
was already much lefs turbid, and the hippo- 
potamufes beganto re-appear. We immediately 
fet about hunting thefe amphibious animals; 
and the fame day we killed one, which afford. 
ed an ample ftock of provifion for my troop. 

Intending as I did to begin a third journey, 
I was very defirous of examining the courle of 
the river, and tracing it to its mouth. But 
the difficulties we had already experienced 
rendering this {cheme impracticable, at leaft. 

with 
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with my waggons and all my caravan, I took 
the refolution of making this little excurfion 
-on foot with afew only of my people. 

The journey could not be otherwife than 
very fatiguing; but it would take me only a 
fortnight.. Accordingly, encumbering myfelf 
with no baggage, I took with me four of my 
hunters, of whom Klaas was one, a few of my 
dogs, and fet off. 

My defign being, as I have faid, to recon= 
noitre the Orange, I travelled very ferupuloutly 
along its banks, without ever deviating from 
them, unlefs compelled to make a circuit by 
high or fteep rocks intervening. After a few 
days march we difcovered an ifland, which I 
was anxious to vilit, in the hope of finding 
there fome new object to gratify my curiofity. 

My companions had no difficulty about the 
pafiage, all the favages being excellent {wim- 
mers, For my part, I had recourfe to the 
fame means as | had employed before in crofi- 
ing Elephants-River, beftriding the trunk of 
a tree, while fome of my fwimmers drew it 
along before, and the others pufhed it behind. 
The firft time I tried this expedient, it had 
nearly coft me my life ; but on ‘this occafion 

the 


er TRAVELS (IN 
the paflage was fhort, and I was too far from 
the fea to have any thing to dread. | 

Though the ifland appeared to contain no 
living creature, we found feveral hippopota- 
_ mufes concealed in it, whence I gave it the 
name of Hippopotamus Ifland. The mo- 
ment we appeared, fome of thefe animals re 
alarmed rufhed into the river. i 

One of them happening to come in the way 
of Klaas, he fired, and killed it on the fpot. 
It was a young one. But the report of the 
gun roufed others ; and in lefs than a minute 
I faw more than a dozen, of all ages and fizes, 
run to the water and difappear in an inftant. 
I could never have believed that an animal fo 
unwieldy on land fhould poffefs in the water 
fuch furprifing agility. 

To pals the night in the ifland would not — 
have been prudent in me. I was too well ac- 
quainted with the rivers of Africa, and parti- 
cularly the Orange, which by a fudden aug-. 
mentation might furprife and overwhelm us 
in the fhort fpace of only a few hours. Ac- 
cordingly, having cut a few morfels from-our — 
hippopotamus to {upply us with fteaks for our 
fupper, we crefled the other arm of the river, 


and 
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and went to fpend the night on the right bank, 
‘fufficiently diftant, if an inundation took place, 
to have nothing to apprehend. 

My defign was to return to the ifland next 
morning. But at fun-rife we perceived a valt 
herd of elephants, which made us alter our re- 
-folution. ‘There were at leaft a hundred of 
thefe animals: ; and many of them had fuch 
fine tufks as to afford a ftrong temptation to 
my hunters. 

As they were within fhot, we fent a few 
balls after them, which put them to flight, and 


‘we immediately purfued them: not that we 


could hope to overtake them; but fome of 
them muft have been wounded, and we hoped 
afew might be wounded mortally. In fa@ 
we perceived feveral traces of blood, which 
ferved to guide us in our purfuit, and which 
we followed great part of the day. But at 
length, the fun beginning to decline, I ‘was 
afraid night would furprife me in the midft of 
the defert, and we regained the banks of the 
Orange. 

The favages term this river the traitor ; dia 
nothing indeed can bemore treacherous hari’ its 
fudden {wellings. Frequently, when its waters 

are 
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are at the loweft, it will rife within the fpace of 
four-and-twenty hours to the extreme of its 
higheft food. Sometimes, too, its inundations 
continue for fix weeks or two months together. 
Now this I had to apprehend ; and if the ac- 
cident had happened, it would have rendered 
my return to the camp at the deferted houfe of 
Schoenmaker, where I had left my waggons, 
‘by no means eafy. shai 

- I deemed it prudent, therefore, to return to 
the river without delay. In truth, diftant from 
it as we were, we were obliged to haften our 
march, which, after the extreme fatigue of a 
day {pent in the chace and without food, was 
a fevere toil. However, we reached it before 
night ; and the next day we fwam over seep 
to the ifland. 

_ On our landing we aE directly to the 
hippopotamus, with an intention to procure 
from it a farther fupply of food. On its car- 
‘cafe was a fuperb vulture , eagerly employed i in 
devouring it. As I had never beheld one fo | 
large, my joy may eafily be conceived. But 
this joy was detrimental to the accuracy of my 
aim ; for,in my eagernefs, 1 fhot too much on 
one fide, and wounded it but flightly. 

7 | ‘Though 
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Though it had already gorged itfelf with a 
confiderable quantity of flefh (for, upon open- 
ing it, I found in its ftomach no lefs a quantity © 
than fix pounds and half), yet its hunger and 
voracity were fuch, that it ftruck its beak into 
the carcafe when attempting to take wing, as 
if defirous of carrying the whole of it away. 
On the other hand, the weight of the flefh 
it had devoured, rendering it the more heavy, 
it could not eafily rife; fo that we had time 
to reach it before it was on the wing, and we 
endeavoured to knock it on the head with the 
butt-ends of our mufkets. It defended itfelf 
a long time with great intrepidity. It bit or 
{truck at our weapons with its beak, and its 
ftrength was ftill fo great that every ftroke 
made a mark on the barrel of the piece. It was 
fubdued, however; and the great pleafure 
afforded me by the poffeflion amply recom- 
penfed all the labour and ae of my little 
excurfion. | 
This vulture, now in 1 my eclftshein and 
unqueftionably the moft beautiful of its genus, 
forms a new fpecies, hitherto wholly unknown. 
It.is more than three feet high, and eight or 
nine in breadth of wing. Its ftrength muft 
: have 
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have been very confiderable, if we may lee 
from its mufcles and finews; and 1 am per- 
fuaded there is not a ftronger among the whole 
order of carnivorous birds, not excepting the 
famous condor, which fo many travellers have 
feen, but of which their defcriptions are fo 
different as to render its exiftence extremely 
doubtful. Thus much at leaft is certain—there 
is no bird of this kind in any known colleGion, 
and no naturalift living can affirm that he has 
feen it. It would feem that all travellers, 
from their defire of {peaking of this bird, have 
been fure to fee it, one at Peru, another in the 
South Sea, a third in Africa, and foon. In 
fhort, it has been met with every where: and 
Buffon, ingenious in finding fimilitudes, dif- 
covers it in every very large bird mentioned 
by thefe men, notwithftanding the little agree- 
ment between their defcriptions *. 

Itoo might eafily have {fpoken of a con 
dor; for 1 have feen many large birds of 
prey, and among thofe which I have prefer- 
ved, there are more than one that I might 
eafily have made pafs with the credulous for 
this carrier-off of theep ; but, whatever fugh 
-% See Buffon’s Nat. Hitt. of Birds, vol. I. article condor. 
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romancers may fay, who affirm 7 they have 
feen fheep taken up into the air by condors, I 
maintain that there is not a bird known capa- 
ble of carrying away in its talons an animal of 
fo confiderable a fize.° Be this as it may, 
_ the following is a defcription. of my African 
vulture, which I have not only feen, but 
- brought away, and which is ftill preferved in 
my colletion. 

Its feathers, the aaa hue of which is a 
light brown, are of a particular kind on the 
breaft, belly, and fides, where they are of un- 
equal lengths, pointed, curved like the blade 
of a fabre, and briftle up diftin@® from each 
other. _ The feathers being thus feparated 
would difclofe to view the {kin on the breatft, 
if it were not completely covered with a very 
thick and beautiful white down, which is ealily 
feen between the ruffled plumage. 

A celebrated naturalift has faid that “ no 
*‘ bird has eyelafhes, or eyebrows, or at leaft 
“hair round the eyes like that in quadru- 
*¢ neds.” This aflertion, advanced as a general 
law of nature, is a miftake. Not only the bird 
of which I am {peaking has this peculiarity, 
_ but we know of many other f{pecies in which 
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it exifts; fuch as in. general all the calaos, the 
fecretary, and feveral other birds of prey. Be- 
fide thefe eyelafhes, the vulture in queftion 
has {tiff black hairs on its throat. All the head 
and part of the neck are bare of feathers; and 
the naked fkin, which is of a reddifh co- 
four, is dafhed in certain places with blue, vio- 
let, and white. The ear, in its external cir- 
cumference, is bounded by a prominent fkin, 
which forms a fort of rounded conch, that 
mutt neceflarily heighten the faculty of hear- 
ing in this fpecies. This kind of conch is 
prolonged for fome inches, and defcends down 
the neck, which has induced me to give it the 
epithet of oricou, a name that I fhall retain in 
my hiftory of birds, where 1 fhall give a mi- — 
nute defcription of it. In the mean time I 
fhall infert here an accurate “7 of this rare 
vulture. | 
Eager to prepare my oricou, I quired the 
ifland before funfet, and haftened to the left 
bank of the Orange, there to pafs the night. 
The next day I continued my journey, er 

following the courfe of the river. 
Apprehenfive of wanting food, we carried 
away with us a paren of our hippopotamus. | 
But | 
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But the precaution was unneceflary. As we 
approached the mouth of the river, we found 
upon it an infinite multitude of groafe, flamin- 
goes, pintadocs, geefe, ducks, and other birds of 
different fpecies. The number was even fo great, 
that we made no provifion, gave ourfelves no 
concern in the morning for what we fhould fup 
upon at night. 

I found alfo, among thele birds intended for 
our table, fome not unworthy to form a part 
of my colleftion. Thefe I prepared on the 
fpot; and, that they might not become too 
‘troublefome from the number of the packets, 
I fluffed them into the belly of my oricou, 
which thus ferved me as a portmanteau. 

The trees were full of a particular kind of 
monkeys, of which alfo I was defirous of pro- 
curing cne for my colleGion. But thefe ani- - 
mals were too cunning; and, in fpite of all 
the flratagems we'employed, we could‘ never 
get within fhot of them. 

On our way we met with three Hottentots, 
who were much furprifed at feeing us. One 
of them fpoke fluently the Dutch language, 
having lived a long time in the colony. By 
them we were informed, that we had at leaf 
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four days journey before we could reach the 
mouth of the river; that there we fhould run 
great rifk of being maflacred by the Bofh- 
men, who were numerous in all thofe parts; 
and that we fhould find the country, as we 
proceeded, more arid than any we had yet 
feen. I have always fufpected that thefe men 
were themfelves fome of the Bofhmen, of 
whom they wifhed to infpire us with fear. 
They had no doubt their reafons for endea- 
vouring to prevent us from advancing farther, 
where their horde probably was; but we could 
never learn whence they came, or what brought 
them to the place where they found us. Thus 
much is certain—the firft of thefe men that per- 
ceived us endeavoured to conceal himfelf, was 
very uneafy when we difcovered him, and it 
was not till fome minutes after that we found 
there were three of them. They had all ar- 
rows which were poifoned, and each carried, 
befides, an aflagay, the point of which was 
formed of a well-fharpened fifh-bone. This 
adventure excited fufpicions in our little party. 
‘Too weak to brave every danger, we held a 
council; and, as the time | had intended to be- 
ftow on our excurfion was expired, we unani- 

: moully 


APRICAKT 369 

moufly agreed to return, and repair direétly to 
the camp the way we had come. As, how- 
éver, it would have been very imprudent to 
place any confidence in thefe three men, who. 
appeared to us in fo very equivocal a light, I 
compelled them to follow us till we were nearly 
arrived. In confequence we feized all their 
arms, promifing to do them no injury, and 
that they fhould infallibly be returned to them. 
They delivered up their weapons with a good 
grace, but not without difplaying fymptoms of 
‘fear, and affuring us we had nothing to ap- 
_prehend, and that they had no ill defign. 
Though we profeffed to believe them, I deem- 
ed it prudent to act in this manner, left they 
fhould be {pies fent to get information of our 
numbers and ftreneth. : 

I much regretted this termination of my ex- 
curfion, by which I was prevented from feeing 
the mouth of Orange-River, the geographical 
fituation of which Paterfon has laid down in 
his travels on the authority of Colonel Gordon. 
He places it in the latitude of 28° 33/5 and its 
longitude ‘‘ differs but little,” he fays, “ from 
that of the Cape.” 

As I had lived in the fame houfe with 
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Gordon, and had always obferved him feru- 
puloutly exact in his refearches and operations, 
Iconfefs I could find nothing like his ftyle in 
this phrafeology ; and I was the more furprifed, 
as, according to all the beft maps, this pretended 
differs but little is a difference in reality of at 


leaft thirty leagues.. I fuppofe, therefore, Pa- 


terfon’s memory to have failed him, and that, 
not recollecting the Colonel’s exact expreflion, 
he fubftituted in its ftead a vague and errone- 
ous expreffion of his own, | 
After ‘declaring to our prifoners that we 
would fhoot them without hefitation if they 
attempted to efcape, we returned towards the 
camp the way we had agreed. On the road, 
the Hottentot of the colony, of whom I have 


fpoken, had the appearance of refuming his > 


ufual tranquillity; but his two comrades dif- 


played conftderable embarrafiment and dejec- | 


tion, At night they feemed to take heart a 
little, converfed with us, and gave themfelves 
out for Lefs Nimiquas, whofe language in fa& 
they fpoke. ‘This did not’ prevent my watch- 
ing them: they might be Lefs Nimiquas, and 
yet at the fame time be Bofhmen or. malefac- 
tors; for I have already remarked more than 


once, 
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once, that the Bofhmen in general are vaga- 
bonds of every nation, who afiociate together 
to rob and plunder all travellers indifcrimi- 
nately. 

Before we retired to fleep, I ordered that 
fome one fhould keep watch till midnight, and 
then that another thould take his place till 
break of day. Klaas took the fir& watch, and 
was relieved by another, who probably, fell 
afleep, for towards day one of my people cried 
to arms, and awakened us in halie.. He was 
firugeling with one of the Lefs Nimiquas, who 
attempted to take from him his fufee: but 
we no fooner appeared, than the Nimiqua let 
go his hold, and ran off with fpeed. His com- 
rade was already gone. ‘The Hottentot we 

-ftopped. I ordered his hands to be tied be- 
hind him,*and his legs to be bound, fo that. 
he could not run away and elfcape from us, 
While we were thus fettering him, he call- 
ed to his two comrades with all his might; 
but they took care not to return. He pro- 
tefted his innocence, and declared he had 
no concern in the plot either of running 
away or robbing us of our fire-arms. We pre- 
tended ta believe him; but in the mean time 
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I did not let him loofe on the credit of his word. 
i promifed, however, that no harm fhould be 
done him, unlefs an attack were made upon us, 
when he might be affured he fhould be the 
firtt vidlim. This little nocturnal adventure 
convincing us that we had really reafon to be 
apprehenfive of the Bofhmen, we-took the re- 
folution’ of quitting the. trees by the river’s 
fide and marching acrofs the plain, where, 
being more open, we ran lefs rifque of being 

furprifed. Our fettered Hottentot retarded 
_ our progrefs confiderably, fo that we were obli- 
ged to untie his legs in order to advance with 
greater peed. When we were four leagues 
from the camp, night overtook us}; and, not- 
withftanding our with to arrive there as foon 
as pollible, we were obliged to halt, being 
completely fatigued with the journey of the 
day, in which we had travelled at leaft a dozen 
leagues overafandy country, and unfheltered 
from the beams of a fcorching fun. Having 


taken all neceflary precautions to prevent the 


efcape of our prifoner, we pafled the night in 
perfe&t quiet. At day-break, having nothing 
more to fear from his connexions as we were 
fo nigh the camp, I ordered him be unbound 
| and 
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and fet at liberty, advifing him, however, not 
to appear again near any place where I was: 
travelling. Refuming our way, we arrived at 
the camp at an early hour. 

I found there a Kaminduqua chief, a man’ 
In years, with about twenty of his people, who 
Waited to pay his refvedis to me, and offer me 
a live ant-bear, which he had juft caught. ‘This 
animal, very difficult to be procured, and by no 
means common in cabinets of natural hiftory, 
hides itfelf in the ground, and hunts only by 
night. Like thofe of Guiana and other known 
countries, it lives entirely on ants. It attacks 
even the termites in their fubterranean retreats : 
and nature has given it long broad claws, a 
little crooked, both on the fore and hind feet, 
with which it opens and breaks to pieces their 
nefts, and with which it digs its own burrow. 

In the fhape as well as in the length of its 
tongue, which was {ixteen inches, it refembled 
ant-bears in general ; but in other refpects it 
differed from them, particularly in having a 
fmooth tail, and its body covered with ftiff 
fhort hair. This animal, which is extreme- 
ly fat, is confidered by the Hottentots and 
planters as delicious food, to which no other 
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can. be compared. The Kaminouquas who 
brought it to me talked in the fame ftyle. 


was defirous of talting it after it was killed ; 
but I found in it fuch a mufky flavour, and fo 
éxecrable a tafte of ants, that I was obliged 
inftantly to fpit out the morfel I put into my 
mouth, What was to me fo difagreeable 
was the very circumftance that rendered it ex 
quifite to the palate of the favages. Nor is 
this to be wondered at, fince, eating with eager- 
nefs the nymphs of ants, it is natural they 
fhould relifh flefi that has a fimilar tafte. 

This ant-bear is called in the colonies erd- 
verken (earth hog’, and by the Kaminouquas 
goup. 

I would gladly have treated the a and 
his companions with brandy, by way of teftify- 
ing my gratitude for the prefent they had made 
me: but I have already faid, that, on my return 
to my camp at Orange- River alter an excur- 
hon of four months, my cafks, entrufted. ta 
the care of Swanepoel, were almoft empty. I 


had filled four fmall bottles out of what was. 


left by way of referve,.and the remainder | had 
given.to my people,, telling them that they 


would have no more. frem me till we arrived 


at 
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at the colony, and that they were at liberty to 
drink it up.at once, or hufband it, juft as they 
thought proper. | ; 

This flender fore, which it was neceflary 
for me to keep for extraordinary occafions, 
I could not think of confuming at once, by 
giving a buinper to each of my guefts. I treat- 
ed, therefore, only the chief, and four aged 
Kaminouquas, whom [ diltinguifhed in the 
troop, intending to recompenfe the others by 
a prefent of fome toys; and upon this occafion 
I witneffed an action, as I have elfewhere men- 
tioned, that filled me with admiration and 
efteem. 

The chief, unwilling to enjoy alone a plea~ 
fure not fhared by his companions, his friends, 
and brothers, kept in his mouth the liquor 
he might have f{wallowed, and, approaching 
his lips to theirs, thus diftributed it, one after 
another, among all hjs people, referving for 
himfelf nothing but the feeling and the fla- 
vour. ‘the four old men followed his ex- 
ample; and, by this fingular mode of fharing 
it, every one partook Of the gift, © 

Men of delicacy, people of fafhion, it is to 
you this noble leffon is addrefied! It will ex- 


cite, 
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cite, no doubt, your difeuft. Your cleanly 
mouths, your falve-foftened lips, would refufe 
this fraternal communication. For my part, I 
was moved even to tears, and throwing myfelf 
into the arms of this venerable chief I preffed 
him clofely to my heart. 

In the courfe of my laft day’s journey, I 
had obferved on the way a tree, with an enor- 
mous neft of thofe birds to which I have 
given the appellation of republicans; and I 
had intended, as foon as I arrived at my camp, 
to fend and have it cut down, that I might 
open the hive, and examine its ftructure in its 
minuteft parts. Accordingly I difpatehed a 
few men with a waggon to bring it to me. 
When it arrived, I cut cit to pieces with a 
hatchet, and faw that the principal and funé 
damentalpiece coniitted .of a mafs of) Bofh- 
men’s igrafs, without any mixture, but ‘fo 
compact and firmly, knit together’ as to be 
impenetrable to the -rain. “Phis’ nucleus is 
the commencement of the ftrufere; ‘dnd 
each bird>builds and applies tolit its particular 
neft. But thefe cells'are formed cnly beneath 
and around the mafs; the: upper furface re- 
mains void, without, however, being ufelels ; 

for, 
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for, as it has a projeGting rim, and is a little 
inclined, it ferves to let the water run off, and 
preferves each dwelling from the rain. Figure 
to yourfelf a huge irregular mafs, the fummut 
forming a kind of roof, and all the other parts 
of the furface completely covered with cells 
{queezed one againft another, and you will 
have a tolerably accurate idea of thefe fingular 
edifices. , 

Each cell is three or four inches in diameter, 
which is fufficient for the bird. But as they 
are all in contact with one another through 
the greater part of the furface of the mafs, 
they appear to the eye to form but one build- 
ing, and are diftinguifhable from each other 
only by a little external aperture, which ferves 
as an entrance to the neft; and. even: this is 
fometimes common to three. diferent nefts, 
“one of which-1s fituated at the bottom, and 
_the.other two at the fides. 

.Paterfon in his travels mentions.this fubje& 
of natural hiftory.; but his attention being too 
much employed by. others which were mcre 
particularly interefting to him, he was unable 
to examine it with fufficient care. Accord- 
ing to him, the number of cells increafing in 
proportion to the increafe of inhabitants, the 
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old ones become “ fleeping-rooms, and flreets 
** of communication, formed by line and level.” 

No doubt, as the republic increafes the cells 
muft be multiplied alfo. But it is eafy to 
imagine, that, as the augmentation can take 
place only on the furface, the new buildings 
will neceffarily cover the old ones, which muft 
therefore be abandoned, 

Should thefe even, contrary to all probabi- 
lity, be able to fabfit, it may be prefumed 
that the depth of their fituation, by preventing 
any circulation and renewal of the air, would 
render them fo extremely hot as to be uninha- 
bitable. But while they thus became ufelefs, 
they would remain what they were before, 


real nefis, and change neither into ftreets nor 


fleeping-rooms *, 

The large neft that I examined, was one of 
the moft confiderable I had any where feen in 
the courfe of my journey, and contained three 
hundred and twenty inhabited cells, which, fups 
pofing a male and female to each, announce a 
‘fociety of fix hundred and forty individuals, 


* We find in Paterfon a particular account of the nefts 


in queftion, but nothing that at all anfwers to the idea of 
fleeping-rooms, which is probably a mifconception of the 
French tranflator. T, 
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| Such a calculation, however, would not be | 
exact. I have fpoken above of birds among 
which one male is in common: to feveral fe- 
males, becaufe the females are much more 
numerous than the males. The fame is the — 
cafe with many. other fpectes, both in the 
environs of the Cape and in the colony; but 
it is particularly fo among the republicans, 
‘Whenever I have fired at a flock of thefe 
birds, I have always killed four times as many 
females as males. 3 
For the reft, thefe birds have nothing very 
remarkable in their plumage. It is an uniform 
brown grey, diverfified by a few black fpots 
on the fides, and a large patch of the fame co- 
lour on thethroat. ‘The male is a little larger 
than the female ; in other refpedts they exa@ly 
Fefemble each other. | 
It often happens that one republic is ex- 
pelled by another. This may eafily be con- 
ceived ; and I have already had occafion to 
remark, that I had feen one of their towns | 
become the conqueft of a troop of little 
parrots. 
_ The birds that commit thefe depredations 
are thofe which, like the barbets, pies, titmice, 


and 
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and the parrots I have juft mentioned, poflefs 
a fuperiority in offenfive weapons, by the 
ftreneth of ‘their bills, which the weak and 
unfoftunate proprietors cannot refift. But 
among thefe intruders are none but fuch as 
make their nefts in holes, or the hollows of 
trees, like the fpecies I have enumerated. 

The republicans, not being known in the 
colonies, have no Dutch name. ‘The Nimi- 
quas call them in their language anagues, with 
the clapping prefixed. 

-T remained five weeks at the hermitage of 
Schoenmaker. At length I quitted it, to vifit 
a horde of Lefs Nimiquas, about five leagues 
from our camp, where a grand hunt of {pring- 
bock antelopes was to take place. The chief 
had invited us to be of the party, not doubting 
but our fire-arms would contribute greatly to 
its fuccefs. I accepted the invitation with 
pleafure, as much with a view to render them 
afervice, as again to fee a hunt of the nature 
of thofe which I have already had occafion to 
mention, It was poilible, too, this might pres 
fent me with fome new circumftances and 
particular manceuvres. ‘The party was ap- 
pointed for the next day; and all were bufy, 
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men, women, and children, in making the ne« 
ceflary preparations. 

At the entrance of a defile formed by two 
hills, two rows of {takes were planted ; which, 
placed. at a finall diftance from each other 
like the trees of a grove, gradually diverged as 
the row lengthened, till they reached a con- 
fiderable way into the plain. The flakes were 
three feet high, and had a thong pafled along 
their tops, from one to another. To this 
thong, here and there, oftrich feathers were 
hung. 

But as it would have been impoffible to 
have procured thongs enough to extend the 
whole length of the two rows, where they 
were wanting, the ftakes were furnifhed with 
bundles of oftrich feathers, wings of birds, 
ends of tails, pieces of fkins, and even whole 
krofles; any thing, in fhort, that it was thought 
might ferve to frighten the game. 

The fnare began at the very opening of the 
defile, where were dug, chequerwife, about 
twenty pits, ten feet deep by fix or feven wide, 
and covered on the furface fo as to be com- 
pletely hidden, though fo flightly that the leaft 
weight would break in the covering, The 
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ehace confified in making the antelopes erite? 
between the two rows of flakes; once therej 
they were eafily driven into the defile where 
the pits were dug. Such as paffed over thefe 
pits without tumbling in fell into other ambuf- 
eades, where the people of the horde waited 
- for them, lying flat on their bellies, to fhoot 
them with their arrows the moment they 
iffued from the defile. 

‘The whole of the day was employed in 
conveying to the place and erecting the ap- 
paratus I have defcribed; and the next day, 
at three in the morning, we fet off for the 
rendezvous. As it was at fome diftance, we 
did not arrive there till break of day. I 
mounted one of my horfes, and Klaas ano- 
ther; and I was followed by fome of my 
hunters, and all my dogs im their leafhes. 
Several of the favages of the horde remained 
with me, while the reft placed themfelves in 
ambufcade along the palifades, to prevent the 
antelopes from leaping over. Da 

As the fun was filing we perceived, about 
half a league from us, a confiderable herd of 
fpring-bocks chafed by a party of the favages. 
I directed my people to advance in file along 

one 


AFRICA, 401 
_ one of its flanks, that thereby the herd might 
imperceptibly be driven between the ftakes. 
We foon got near, and began to prefs them 
more clofely. At length, when I faw that 
thofe who: took the lead were fairly entered 
into the tunnel, I and Klaas drove full gallop 
vafter their rear, fhouting aloud, and firing our 
fufees and piftols, while my party feconded 
us by the difcharge of theirs, andthe others 
by their cries. 

This noife was a fignal for the favages. con~ 
-cealed near the ftakes, who all rofe up, making 
-at the fame time fuch a hideous yell, that the 
uproar became tremendous. The animals, 
frightened and urged on all fides, preffed dif- 
orderly upon ‘one another, as they fled in a 
column, and exhibited an amufing fpectacle. 

Curious to know what paffed at the head 
and near the pits, I galloped thither, expect- 
ing to find them filled by the antelopes 
tumbling in in heaps. But I was deceived. 
Thefe animals are extremely cunning. The 
- leading ones only fell into the trap ; which the 
reft, as foon as they difcovered it, setnee by 
leaping over. si] 

For more than half an hie that the paflage | 
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continued, this leaping ceafed not a moment ; 
and never did I witnefs a fpectacle fimilar to 
what was afforded by thefe thoufands of atii- 
mals, ruoning like the wind, and half of them 
at a time in the air. i: | 
Some were killed by our fhot, fome by our 
dogs, and others ftifled in the throng; but 
thirty-feven only were found in the pits; and 
even mott of thefe were in the firft holes. 
The Nimiquas alfo had wounded feveral with 
‘their poifoned arrows ; and, though thefe fled 
“away with the reft, they hoped foon to find 
them. | 
This hunt did not at all ftrike me as being 
very fuccefsful, Confidering, indeed, the pre- 
parations that were made, and the quantity of 
game we faw, I even thonght ita bad one. 
The people, however, were of a different 
‘opinion, and told me that fo wonderful a 
one had not been known in the memory of 
man. | : } : 
~ They commonly deemed themfelves fortu- 
nate if they procured a dozen antelopes. Fre- 
quently they had even the vexation not to get 
more than a fingle one; which happened fome- 
times when the herd was fmall, or when, the 


number. 
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- humber of people employed to ftart and lie in 
wait to frighten the game being too few, the 
animals, lefs terrified, fled with, lefs precipita- 
tion: _In fuch cafes the leading antelope only 
fellinto the {nare ; the reft, warued by his fall, 
leaped over the pits... In fact, I had perceived 
in the prefent hunt the truth of this remark; 
and it may be inferred, that our fuccefs had 
been chiefly owing to my guns and my dogs. 

Our game was how to be conveyed to the » 
kraal; but the day being too far advanced, 
we agreed to defer this bufinefs till the next 
day, and to fpend the night on the field. of 
battle. ave; fent, however, for fome oxen, 
At day-break they arrived ; and we returned 
to the horde in triumph, attended by the pro- 
~ duce of our chace. | eer, 

- This was fufficiently abundant to give every 
family reafon to rejoice. Equal portions were 
_diftributed to each, and part was employed to _ 
furnifh out a regale, to which the horde added 
fome fat fheep: for among the favages there 
can be no feafting without fat, and particularly 
that of mutton. The feaft was concluded by 
a dance, which continued all night ;/the party 
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not breaking up till the fun made its ap- 
pearance. 

While» they were all preparing to pare 
took leave of my guefts, and direted my fteps 
acrofs the long Valley of Spring-bocks, The 
valley had no name; but I fo called it on ac- 
éount of a vaft herd of thefe animals, which I 
found there, and which was more numerous 
than any | had ever feen. Jam not afraid of 
exceeding the truth, if I fay it was compof 
ed of fixty or eighty thoufand. In fhort, 
the whole day was fpent in travelling feven 
leagues, and all the way we faw nothing but. 
{pring-bocks before us, and on every fide. 
They feemed to fill the valley and bIGeR up 
the pallage againit us. 

The next morning we were able to dvatice 
no mere than three leagues’ but it was for 
another reafon. In pafling a difficult’ road, 
one of my waggons was overturned. The 
pole was broken, as were three {pokes of the 
hind wheels; and, to increafe our misfortune, 
we were obliged to unload it before we could 
‘get it up again. 

The lofs of the pole w was pace) fupplied, as 
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I had a {pare one under each waggon: but it 
required fome time to repair the wheel; and, , 
the place not being convenient for the pur- 
pofe, I deferred it till the next day. A few 
branches were intetwoyen between the {pokes 
of the wheels to fupport the broken ones; the 
waggon was lightened, by diftributing part of 
its load between the other two; and in this 
{tate we were able to proceed four leagues far- 
ther, and arrive on the banks of a river, which 
afforded usa favourable fituation for our en- 
campment, and the repair of the wheel of the 
carriage. It was the 12th of July: a me-— 
morable day—which I fhall never forget, as I 
was then firft attacked by a difeafe, which had 
nearly coft me my life: it was memorable _ 
alfo. on another account, and I hall always 
recall it to mind with fecret fatisfaction, for 
it procured me the pleafure of doing a good 
aGion, and rendering a whole family happy. 
On my arrival I felt myfelf not well; I had. 

a fhivering, and a great heavinefs in my head. 
But thefe fymptoms did not alarm me, as_I 
afcribed them to the extreme fatigue I had 
under gone in my excurfion towards the north 
ef b Mrengemhyh together with that of my 
Wed ‘ Jaft 
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laft hunt. With this idea, fuppofing that all 
T wanted was reft, I went and lay down in my 
waggon, in order to relieve myfelf by fleep— 
- which, however, I was not fated to find. 

_ Klaas in the mean while direGted my tent 
to be pitched. As this was doing, he per- 
ceived at a diftance a waggon that appeared to 
bend its courfe toward us, and he ran to inform 
me of the circumftance as a picce of good 
news. More than a year had elapfed fince I 
had received any letters from the Cape. I 
was totally ignorant of what had happened 
there fince my departure; and thefe ftrangers 
~ would perhaps bring me information. 

This thought made me forget my illneds. 
I leaped inftantly out of bed, and ran to meet 
them. 

The waggon was drawn by a team of ten | 
oxen, under the guidance of five Hottentots. 
Three lean cows and a few theep followed 
them. ‘The travellers themfelves were four i in 
number, a man, his wife, and two children. 
| But men, waggon, and animals, indicated ex- 
treme poverty, as did the garments that co- 
vered even the matter and miftrefs. 

I was involuntarily moved with pity at the 


fight, 
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fight. They on the contrary teftified the moft 
lively joy at feeing me. Their eyes, their 
looks, their motions, every thing declared it. 
The man and his wife in particular could not. 
exprefs their fatisfa@ion. The meeting me, 
they faid, was the height of felicity; and they 
fhould confider this day as the mott fortunate 


of their lives. 


- Having never feen them before, it was im- 
poflible for me to conceive the reafon of this 
joy, which was fo ftrikingly contrafted by 
their indigence and rags. 1 was eager to know 
it; yet, till we arrived at the camp, and their 
-‘waggon was drawn up by mine, I could not 
awell afk them to fatisfy my curiofity. I then 
conducted them to my tent, offered them 
fome refrethment, which they accepted, and 
we entered into converfation. 

The hufband, who, as well as his wife, was 
porn in Africa, was one of thofe weak and 
inconfiderate men, of whom we meet fo 
many every day, and who, defirous of eafe 
and the comforts of this life, but naturally in- 
dolent, feek to enrich themfelves in fome {hort 
way, that they may enjoy the more {peedily 
happinefs and quiet. This man, fecing no 

; Dd4 mode 
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mode in the colony of making a fortune fo. 


rapidly as he wifhed, and having heard of the -— 


acquifitions that had been made among the Ni+ 
miguas by certain individuals, took it into his 
head to vifit them in like manner; flattering 
himfelf, that in their country he fhould meet 
with what he had in vain fought for at home, 
and never once dreaming that wherever acti- 
vity, induftry, and good fenfe are, qualities to 
which he appear ed to have no claim, there alfo 
fortune is to be found and no where elfe, 
The wonders of the Nimiqua land he had 
long heard of, and he had often been advifed 
to fettle in this pretended paradife, where all 
the wealth of the globe, and all its moft valu- 
able productions, awaited his coming. 
Several, it is true, while they confirmed the 
fables that prevailed refpeQting the wealth of 
‘this country, fo abundant in mines of gold, _ 
had terrified him at the fame time by the nu- 
merous obftacles which they told him he 
would have to contend with. They fpoke of 
- Bothmen, tigers, lions, and_ wild beafts of 
every kind; and thefe, they faid, were what 
_ prevented the planters from fettling there, 
For a time, thet fabulous terrors had ren- 


dered 
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dered him wavering; but the thirft of gold 
had at length prevailed; and the almoft cer- 
tainty of finding it had led him thus far on his 
way. Five wretched Hottentots attended him 
in this wearifome pilgrimage. 

By report my name had been known to 
him in the colony, and he had juft learned 
that I had traverfed the country near the 
Orange. In confequence he inquired after 
my route, and directed his courfe fo as to fall 
in with me. Chance had favoured him be- 
yond his expectations: and thence arofe the 
extraordinary joy heteftified atfeeing me. 

"The converfation, as will readily be fup- 
pofed, almoft wholly turned on the land of 
promife towards which he was travelling—that 
wonderful land, fo fertile in gold, filver, and 
rubies, that- he was to pick them up by hand- 
fuls along the rocks and in the rivers! He 
talked with rapture of thefe imaginary trea- 
-fures. Periuaded, no doubt, that my wag- | 
gons were loaded with them, he expected 
from my civility that I fhould direé& him to 
their beds; and had depended on obtaining 
from me all the information he wanted. 

I allowed him to vent at his eafe all the fol- 

lies 
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lies with which his head had been ftuffed, and 
made it a point not to interrupt him, The 
Idea of opening his eyes and deftroying hopes 
which, mad and chimerical as they were, ren- 
dered him happy, was abfolutely painful to me. 
To diffipate his illufion, and tell him the truth, 
was to render him miferable : yet was it ne- 
cellary to be done. I ordered, therefore, all the 
{pecimens of minerals, all the ftones and co-— 
loured cryftals, which I and my people had 
collected, to be placed before him ; and fhow- 
ing him this fuppofed wealth, the nature and 
value of which he might himfelf examine and 
appreciate, ‘ This,” faid 1 to him, “ is what 
you will find.” | 

The exhibition was a thunderftroke to this 
deluded and happy couple. They ran their 
eyes over the different fubftances, and then 
looked at each other with an air of dejection 
and amazement which it is eafier to imagine 
than deicribe. Yet, notwithitanding this mode 
of convincing them, they full appeared at in- 
tervals perplexed and undecided in their minds. 
Becaufe I did not fhow them money ready 
coined, it did not follow that nothing to coin 


it with was to be found i in the country. The 
ilufion 
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illufion every moment returned to their minds: 
they fet againft my teftimony the unanimous 
affertions of the planters, and the conftant tra- 
dition of fourfcore years. Soon, however, the 
- curtain dropped again; the truth once more 
{tared them in the face; and the falfe opinion 
‘they had conceived from what had been told 
them was at length completely diffipated. 

To fluffer them any longer to remain in this 
painful ftate would have been cruel in me. - 
Difappointment was already ficured on their 
countenances, and their fixed dejeted look 
denoted how profound was their forrow. I 
had deftroyed all their hopes ; they were too 
well convinced for their happinefs ; and I 
thought it time to revive their {pirits, by fub- 
ftituting rational {chemes for wild and fenfelefs 

chimeras. : 

| lenorance mifreprefents in its accounts the 
ill as much as the good ; becaufe, unable to 
eflimate the value of either, it exaggerates both. 
When imaginary treafures had been announ- 
ced to thefe people, they had at the fame time 
been terrified by dangers equally unfounded. 
It was neceflary therefore, in the firft place, to 
diffpate their fears, and repreient the country 


to - 
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- to which they were going, juft as it was, with. 
out any deception. 
Relating to them nothing but what I had - 
recently feen with my own eyes, they could 
not avoid placing fome confidence in my tef- 
timony. fi accordingly gave them a brief ac. 
count of every thing moft remarkable that had 
happened to me inthe different parts of the 
‘country, fcrupuloufly delineating both the good 
“and the bad, without concealing any thing of 
either, I then advifed them to give up the - 
mad and chimerical ideas which had engen- - 
dered in them fuch covetous defires; and told 


them, that if, inftead cf lofing time in feeking 


gold and gems in a country where they were 
not to be found, they would form a fettlement 
there, they might bring up their children with 
eafe, and live in Baney and peaceful compe- 
tence, 
ke hens refpecting the favages had 
been inftilled into their minds. On this point 
1 undeceived them ; and, citing my own ex- 
ample, I gave them to underftand what great 
fervices they might expect from thefe people, 
if they would form like me an intimacy with 
them, gain their favoug by a few acts of friend- 


fhip, 
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fhip, and purfue the condu& which I had 
found fo fuccefsful. Finally, though it was 
in complete oppofition to their ideas, I advited 
them, not without regret, to avoid all inter- 
courfe with certain white men whom they 
would find in their neighbourhood. Thefe, 
‘{ affured. them, were their real enemies, the 
only ones they had to fear, and againft whom 
they muft always be on their guard. 

During the whole of my difcourfe, the eyes 
of the woman were attentively fixed on me; 
and I faw, by the alteration of her countenance, 
the profound impreffion it made upon. her. 
The great refpea and hich efteem fhe enter- 
- “tained ‘for her hufband, however, occafionally 
intervened to deftroy this impreffion. She _ 
endeavoured to difcover in his looks what he 
thought upon the fubjeat, that the might 
thereby determine what to think herfelf. If - 
joy or hope were exprefled on his countenance, 
hers expanded at the fame imoment: if he 
looked thoughtful and uneafy, her features 
partook of the change, and fhe became ‘uneafy 
too. So much love for fo much wretchednefs 
rendered her affection refpectable in my eyes. 

The man appeared'to’be convinced of the 


I whole- 
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wholefomenefs of my advice, and: confefled 
that, if we defire wealth, it is amore certain 
way to take the trouble to acquire it by our 
labour, than to endedvour to-find it ready 
made to our hands. But one great difficulty 
ftood in his way ; which was his poverty. 
Poor and helplefs, what would become of 
him in the wild and uncultivated defert to 
which he was repairing ? Without méerchan- 
dife, how could he hope to gain the friendthip 
of the neighbouring hordes, and form a con- 
nection with them? In fine, without imple- 
“ments, without uteniils, without furniture, or 
matciials to make any, without provifion, and 
in fhort deftitute of every thing, how could he 
form a fettlement, and begin a way of life for 
which he was totally unprepared ? The moft 
important articles belonging to this travelling 
- family were a mufket in no very good condi- 
tion, and a {mall trunk, about two feet {quare, 
which contained the whole of their wardrobe. 
Good advice, well-timed, has no doubt its 
_walue; but the poor, faid I to myfelf, want 
‘more than advice: and in confequence, to give 
thefe pilgrims a proof how. much I was in- 
serenedg in. their welfare, I defcribed to them 
the 
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the fittie hermitage of Schoenmaker, in which 
I had paffed a few weeks fo pleafantly y- I fpoke 

-alfo of the {miling valley and delightful wood | 
in which it was fituated ; and I omitted at the 
fame time neither the beautiful rivulet that ran 
by the houfe, nor the little garden in which 
feveral of the culinary vegetables of Europe 
were flill to be found, nor the proximity of the 
river, which would afford the amufement of 

“fithing, and the advantage of hunting the hip- 
popotamus. Finally, though this pleafant 

-eftate did not belong to me, and I had not ia 
-reality the leaft title to it, I took upon me to 
‘make them an offer of it, and invited them to 
take poffeffion, affuring them that no one 

-would difpute their claim. : 

I intended, indeed, to acquaint Schoenmaker 
with the circumftance, and had no doubt but 
he would approve of what Thad done. And 
as’ to himfelf, I purpofed by means of the 
friendfhip of Serrurier and Gordon, when I ar- 
rived at the Cape, to obtain his pardon. My 
expectations were not difappointed. I have 
already faid that I accomplifhed my purpole, 

-and reftored to the colony an honeft man, who 
re fince become a my fuccefsful planter. 
The 
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The man and his wife embraced my offer 
with thofe expreflions of gratitude which an 
important fervice is fure to draw from fufcep-. - 
tible minds ; and I concluded with telling 
them, that to arrive at the valley and the 
houfe in queftion would be a bufinefs attended 
with little difficulty, as they would-only have 
to follow the traces of my waggons. 

This converfation had occupied a eonfider- 
able portion of my evening. Before we fepa- 
gated for the night, I treated the travellers with 
tea and coffee; and they retired to their beds, 
joy {parkling in their countenances asthey quit- 
ted me,at which I confefs I wasfenfibly affected. 

For my part, 1 went and threw myfelf again 
on the mattrefs in the waggon. My illnefs and 
headach however were fo increafed, that I could 
not fleep for a fingle moment during the whole. 
night. I ought to have felt fome anxiety 
about the caufe of this fleepleffnels ; ‘but I full 
deceived mytelf, and afcribed it to the emotion 
this fingular adventure had occafioned me. 

The next morning, my vifitors came to tell 
me that, ftill more confirmed in their refolution 
of embracing pel aren than on the pre- 

ceding evening, they were about to prepare 


for 
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for theit departure : upon which I gave them 
_ every information refpe@ing the people of the 
country, and the advantage they might derive 
fromthem for the improvement of their fituation. 

Refolved however, notwithftanding this ad- 
Vantage, to render their abode as agreeable as 
was in my power, | intended to beftow on them 
a {mall ftock of fuch things as would be necef- 
fary, or at leaft ufeful, to them in their new 
fettlement. I had fill by me fome {alt provi- 
fion, and particularly the fleth of the laft hip- 
popotamus we had kuled. With this flefh I 
ordered a leathern bag to be filled, and carried 
to their waggon. ‘Too this |] added a few toys, 
fome brafs-wire for making bracelets, fome 
nails, powder, fhot, and indeed every thing I 
thought capable of contributing to their plea- 
fure or their fecurity, and enabling them to 
trade for what they might want. Laftly, I 
gave them four fheep, a goat with kid, a cock 
and hen from my brood of chickens, and the 
youngelt of my dogs. 

The good people fearcely knew how to ex- 
prefs their gratitude. | 
- T am now about to leave you,” faid the 
hufband, “ and perhaps I fhall never fee you 
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“again: but while I have a fpark of life re= 
“ maining in my body, 1 fhall never forget 
“you, or ceafe to blefs your name. I was 
‘* soing to expofe myfelf to perifh with hun- 
“ oer and defpair, and you have ftopped me 
** on the border of the gulph. I was without 
“‘ refource, and you have rendered me happy. 
‘* Blefled be. the day on which I met with 
“you! Every year I will repair to this place 
“ with my family, to celebrate it on the banks 
“* of this very river, to pour out my vows for 
** you, and recall to my remembrance fo im- 
** portant a benett, , 

While in Africa, I gave to the brook by 
which I was encamped when the planter of 
whom I have been {peaking met with me the 
name of Riviere de la Rencontre (tiver of our 
meeting): but, after my arrival in Europe, | 
changed it to.that of Laborde, who took fuch 
extraordinary care in finifhing the map of my 
travels, asa flight teftimony of gratitude, which 
I addretled to this friend at the very jundture 
when hordes of civilized robbers murdered him, 
amid{t the heap of vidtims facrificed to the vileft 
of mankind by the moft cowardly of men. 

While the oxen of my new acquaintance 

were | 
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weté putting to his waggon, I ordered mine. 
to be yoked alfo. My pains hourly increafed. 
They had already very much weakened me, 
and I began to be alarmed. What would be- 
tome of me, fhould [ be attacked with a ferious 
_. malady! I had butone refource, that of reaching 

the colony, if poffible, before it declared itfelf. 

I fet off, therefore, immediately ; and, being 
too feeble to mount on lorfeback, I at firft lay 
at my length in the waggon. But it was not 
poflible for me to bear its motion. My head- 
ach was fo violent, and the jolting gave me fo 
much pain, that I found it neceflary to leave 
it and mount one of my horfes, notwithftand- 
ing my wedknefs.. In this manner I arrived 
at the mountains of Kaufli, near the brook 
which, taking its rife in thefe mountains, bears 
the fame name. 

I longed to alight, that I might lie down. 
The fatigue of the journey and the heat of 
the day had made me worfe. I felt myfelf in 
a burning fever, and experienced extreme pain 
. in fwallowing, which I at firft fuppofed to be 
a common fore-throat, but which, in the courfe 
of the night, from the inflammation of the’ 
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pharynx and the {welling of the tonfils, fhows 
ed itfelf to be a quinfy. / 

I thought myfelf loft. This difeafe in 
Africa is almoft always mortal, and, befides 
being more painful than in Europe, is of 
much longer continuance. What could I do 
in fuch alarming circumftanees, not only un- 
{killed as I was in phytic, but deftitute of the 
remedies which the planters employed in fuch 
cafes ? : 

My Hottentots, to whom all difeafes are the 
fame, and who confequently have but one 
method of cure, were defirous of employing 

it on the prefent occafion. It confifted in dip- 
ping napkins in boiling milk, and applying 
them fcalding hot round my neck. This 
treatment, which is their fovereign panacea, 
their univerfal remedy, was obferved for three 
days together. For three days I had the civi- 
lity to fuffer myfelf thus to be burnt; but at 
length, fatigued and tortured to no purpofe, I 
refufed to fubmit any longer to the pain, and 
left mytelf entirely to nature. 

My fituation was become deplorable. . 1 

could iwallow nothing but a few drops of very 
| weak 
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weak tea, and this with great difficulty. My. 
tongue and throat were fo {welled, that I {poke 
only by figns. At length my refpiration be- 
eame fo painful, and was fo much impeded, 
that I every moment expected to be fuffo- 
cated. 

The confternation of my people became 
general. Klaas and Swanepoel alone entered 
my tent; and they attended me alternately. 
But when either of them came to me, -I im- 
mediately faw the heads of all the reft collected 
together at the entrance of my tent, and {tretch- 
ed out as far.as poffible, endeavouring to read 
in his looks what they had to hope or fear, 

Affuredly, if ever there was a moment in 
my life when I thought myfeif near my end, 
it was this. Thus then two long, laborious, 
and dangerous journeys were to terminate! 
Unable to fpeak, and to give any orders about 
my collections, what would become of the 
fruit of all my fatigues ! | 

Had the fever that confumed me been ac- 
companied with delirium, and had I loft the 
fenfe of my fituation and the painful anxiety 
infeparable from it, I fhould have been lefs 
pitiable : but, to my extreme misfortune, my 

Re3 fenles 
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fenfes were in nowife deranged; I faw death 
approaching with flow fteps, and experienced 
all its horrors. : 

I had given myfelf over for near a week, 
when Swanepoel came to announce to me the 
arrival of fome Lefs Nimiquas of a nei ighbour- 
ing horde: Thefe good favages had heard of 
my diforder; and, in confequence of the friend. 
fhip for me with which I had the felicity to 
infpire their nation, had come to offer to effect 
my cure, and propofe a remedy, for the fuc- 
cefs of which they would pledge themfelves, 
they faid, if [ would but confent to entruft my- 
felf in their hands. 

Could a dying man, fo circumftanced, liften 
with indifference to the voice that promifed 
him life? Befides, had poifon been offered me, 
my fufferings had continued fo long, and were 
become fo infupportable, that from wearinefs, 
and to put an endto them, I fthould inftantly 
have taken it. I made a fign, therefore, that 
‘I confented ; and my phytficians prepared the 
remedy. 

This too was a hot topical application; but, 
inftead of being made of milk like the former,, 
it confifted of a certain herb; and, befide the 

| | cataplafm, 
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eataplafm, the juice of the herb was to be ufed 
as a garele. I was prejudiced againit thofe 
burning collars with which my neck was 
again to be furrounded; and, when I faw Klaas 
bringing me this new-prepared one, I felt, I 
confefs, fome repugnance. But the gargle 
had fuck an agreeable {mell, its tafte was fo 
{weet and balfamic, and nature appeared to 
give me fo fudden and powerful an inclination 
for it, that one of the remedies induced me to 
-fubmit to the other. 

The cataplafm was renewed feveral times in 
the night; and I repeated the gargle {till more 
frequently. At length, when day appeared, 
to my great joy I found myfelf eafed, Icould 
already breathe with more freedom ; the fwell- 
ing and inflammation of the pharynx were 
abated ; every moment I continued to get bet+ 
ter; at length I was able even to fwallow, and 
then by order of my Efculapius I was to take 
cold milk. 

In a ftate of continual fever as I was, this 
cold milk appeared to my European prejudices 
a ftrange prefcription: but what were preju- 
dices to confidence founded on fucceis! I re- 
| ngpee myfelf blindly to the ‘guidance of my 
Bs4 ve 
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phyfician, and I had every reafon to applaud 
myfelf for doing fo. 

By the third day I found myfelf cured. My 
quinfy was gone, my feverhad left me, the 
{welling had fublfided, and my throat was free. 
I had nothing of my difeafe remaining but an 
extreme weaknefs, which did not prevent me 
from feeling mylfelf to be out of danger, and 
how much I was indebted to the individual 
who. had been the inftrument of my cure, 
_ J defired to fee him, and he was introduced ta 
me. 

It was the firft interview between us, the 
firfitime of his entering my tent. Different 
from the pbyficians of Europe, who muft exa- 


mine the tongue and feel the pulfe, he wag 


fatisfied with enquiring after my ftate, and pre- 


{cribing for me on the report of another—a me- 


thod which with him fuccefs in this inftance 
had proved to be fufficient. 

He was a little man, not differing in ex- 
ternal appearance from the reft of his com- 
rades ; and with regard to the mode of treats 
ing my diforder, he knew no more than they 
allknew. Accordingly, regardlefs of the ho- 
nour of having performed a cure and obtained 

the 
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the confidence of a white man, he feemed {en- 
fible only of the pleafure of having reftored 
me to health. : 

‘ During the whole time of my ilnefs, my 
people had~all ftrove to pay me the greatelt 
refpect and attention. From the moment they 
began to be alarmed for me, they had all ab- 
ftained from finging or dancing. I had not 


even heard fo much asalaugh. The fame | 


attention continued during my convalefcence, 
without my finding it neceflary to iffue a fin- 
ele order on the fubject: and thefe fruits of 
the friendthip they bore me were fo many de- 
licious enjoyments to my heart. 


My ftore of provifion being greatly dimi- — 


nifhed, and, in my prefent condition, none of 
what remained being fit for my ufe, I felt how 
much I was indebted to Swanepoel for fetting 
my hen during my four months abfence from 
him, and thus procuring me chickens. Thefe 
ferved to make me broth, or to roaft; and, 
when they were gone, my hunters took upon 
them to fupply me with partridges and other 
birds of a fimilar kind. _ 

As foon as I was able to rife, I made a point 
OR quitting ah tent, and taking a walk, or 
fome 
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fome gentle exercife, to recover my ftrength, 

I had defired already to fee my phyfician; my 

firft excurfion was to gather and examine with 

kim the plant he had employed in my cure. 
Nothing in the country is more common: 


it is to be met with every where; and he 


fhowed it to me allround my camp. It is a 
{pecies of fage, growing about two feet high, 
and nearly of the colour of our common fage, 


but with a {moother leaf. I could not be cer- 


tain of the colour of the flower, becaufe it was 
_the feafon when it begins to wither and dry ; 
but I believe it to be blue, 

Swanepoel, when he faw the plant, conceiv- 
edit to be perfe€ily familiar to him. He af- 
fured me it was equally common in the colony 
and at the Cape, where it was known by the 
Dutch name of /aaly *(fage). But botanifts 
have comprifed fo many different plants under 
the general name of fage, that I know not to 
what family the /aa/ly of the Cape belongs, 

As the planters never employ it in fore 
throats, which are one of the {courges of their 
climate, it is probable they are unacquainted 
with its virtues: or it is more likely that 
ewanepoel, mifled by fome external refem- 

blance 
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blance in the two plants, was deceived, and 
that the faaly of the Nimiquas and that of 
the planters are not the fame. 

On the other hand, I am induced to believe 
that the latter differs from the common fage 
of Europe both in tafte and in {mell; and my 
reafon is this: Among the nations of Europe 
that trade to China, there is one in particular, 
that, purchafing there a large quantity of tea, 
gives in exchange for it the leaves of fage. 
This plant, in confequence of the value placed. 
by the people of every country on what is 
brought from a great diftance, is fought by 
the Chinefe with fill more avidity than even 
theirs by certain inhabitants of Europe; and 
this is accordingly a trade in which cent per 

cent may eafily. be gained. | 
Now this fage, fold at fo high a price at 
the farther extremity of Afia, is purchafed in. 
eur fouthern provinces, though the French, ta_ 
their thame be it fpoken, are ignorant of the 
circumftance. The immenfe profit made by 
this trade is well known at the Cape, where 
{aaly isin great abundance: whence I conclude, 
that if this /aaly had the: qualities of the 
French fage, the nation I have alluded to 
would 
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would export it in preference to Ohita; fince 
it would gain thereby ftill greater profit. 

Be this, however, as it may, the plant that 
cured me of my quinfy is equally efficacious 
in the cure of wounds; at leaftfo my Efcula- 
pius affured me. But he added, that, to pro- 
mote diceftion in the wound, and bring it 
into a healing ftate, a certain quality ef fome 
kind of fat muft be added to the cataplafm, in 
order to give it a degree of unctuoufnefs, 
without which it would be of no avail. 

Ts it not inconceivably ftrange, that, among 
the countlefs multitude of plants which cover 
the furface of the globe, fo {malla number 
fhould be known? And that in the moft com- 
plete and amply furnifhed botanic garden 
fcarcely three hundred and fifty are to be found, 
that afford food or medicine, either to man, or 
the animals he has domefticated? But what 


ought full more to aftonith us 1s, that among: 


this {mall number, if there be any of etd im- 
portance to us, we have been almoft always 
indebted to favages, or even to the beafts, for 
their difcovery. 

My diforder and convalefence had continus 


ed twenty days, During this time, my people, 
having 
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having never gone out of fight of my tent, 
and confequently having killed no game, had 
been reduced to live on my fheep. One only 
was left of my whole flock; fo that I found 
my(felf under the neceflity of procuring a new 
ftock, 

Fortunately, two or three leagues from my 
camp, and alfo near the river Kaufli, was.a 
horde that I had vilited the year before, capa- 
ble of furnifhing me with the theep I wanted. 
Being perfeQly recovered, I could eafily reach 
it ina few hours; and accordingly I repaired 
thither, after having rewarded, to the utmoft 
of my power, the Nimiqua to whom I was in- 
debted for my life.: * 

The chief came to meet me. On his breaf, 
hung a gorget, and under his krofs he had a 
brafs-headeéd cane, the end of which only was 
vifible. By thefe badges of flavery and autho- 
rity, which announced a Hottentot captain in- 
ftalled by the Government, I vifibly perceived 
that I was-entering the colony: but, by the 
humble and fubmiffive air of the maa, I faw 
ftill more clearly, that he was a being accuftom- 
ed to cringe and obey. ‘The tone of fupplication 
he affumed on accofting me led me to fuppofe 
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at once, that he came to complain either of 
his fubje&ts or of his neighbours. I was mif- 
taken in one point only. He complained: of 
both | | 

The planters againft whom he brought ac» 
eufations were Van der Wefthuyfen, the father 
of Klaas Bafter, with whom I had lodged on — 
my journey, and Engelbrecht, his brother-in- 
law. The cattle-keepers of the horde had - 
negligently fuffered fome of their beafts to ef- 
cape; and thefe beafts having ramibled into’ — 
the territories of Van der Wefthuyfen, he and 
his daughter, of whom I have fpoken elfe- 
where, had fhot at and killed them. 

In this violent and unjuft proceeding, I pers 
fedly recognifed the fpirit of the planters : 
though, in this inftance, it muft be confefled; 
the keepers had been guilty of the firft fault. 
Nafeep, which was the name of the imbecile 
chief, taking upon himfelf to reprove the 
keepers, they had {matched frem him, in their 
rage, his ftaff of authority, and; feverely beating 
him, had broken it about his fhoulders. Such 
is the refpect which the hordes under the do- 
minion of the Dutch government pay to the 
captains that are appointed to rule over them, 

| Poor 
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Poot Nafeep drew from beneath his krofs the 
_cane that had been given him for another pur- 
pote, and I found that half of it only was left. 
_Amoment after, the people of the horde 
came in their turn to complain of him. He 
then accufed them all without exception; and 
a terrible uproar inftantly began. Amid{t 
this confufion of charges, it was impoflible to 
underftand a word that was faid. All I could 
infer was, that every body was to blame. But 
what was I to do? I was no longer in a free 
country; and wherever a fovereign autho- 
rity fublifts, its laws, good or bad, ought to 
be refpected, Complaints were addrefled to 
me on all hands; yet, in my fituation, I could 
liften to them only, in order to report them to 
the government. In vain did they teftify 
their refpect for me; having nothing but ad- 
vice to give, what fruits could 1 expect from 
my interference ? 

If it be true, that the happinefs of a ie 
tends to render them more mild and focial in 
their manners, it is equally true, that oppreffion 
muft four the temper, and from human beings 
change them into beafts. The difcord and en- 
mity that prevailed among thefe unhappy fava- 
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ges appeared to me perfeétly excufable. Perfes 
cuted by the neighbouring planters, who, hav 
ing fire-arms, made an ill ufe of them againft 
the natives ; wretched, and plundered befides ; 
how could they avoid being irritated by fuch 
multiplied infults and as of injuftice? In 
their rage they laid the blame upon their chief, 
who was innocent; quarrelled among them- 
felves; and became fo many madmen tos . 
wards each other. | 
The people of the horde did not merely 
complain of their cattle having been killed or 
ftolen; they had been robbed alfo of part of 
their territory by force. The vaft domain oc- 
cupied by Van der Wefthuyfen and his family; 
as well as that on which his brother-in-law 
Engelbrecht had fettled, were ufurped property | 
from which thefe planters had driven away 
the horde; and, not yet fatished, they were 
daily endeavouring to feize on what remained, 
particulatly the Fountain of Lilies, near which 
was their kraal. | 
With this view, they harafled and tors 
mented them inceflantly: hoping that, by 
dint of perfecution, they fhould weary them 
out, and fo compel them to remove and fet- 
| tle 
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tle in fome other place. Thus, after a thou- 
fand vexations, and after lofing part of their 
cattle, thefe poor favages faw themfelves on 
the point of being driven from the land in 
which they had been born, and reduced to 
feek a diftant afylum, where they might re- 
main unknown to the whites, whom they 
had fo. many reafons to execrate. 

My heart bled at the relation of fuch atro- 
cities: but fill what could Ido? The horde 
—requefted me to wait upon the two ufurp- 
‘ing families, and talk to them upon the fub- 
jet. This I readily promifed ; though I was 
certain beforehand ‘it would anfwer no pur- 
pofe. : 

And here it will probably be afked, Why 
did not Nafeep addrefs himfelf dire@ly to the 
Government, to obtain juftice and reftitution ? 
I put to him the very fame queftion: and the 
anfwer he gave was fuch as I expected, and 
which proved, that, if Adminiftration have 
promulgated laws in favour of the favages, it 
has not yet taken the neceflary means to en- 
fure their execution. 

Suppofing the people of a horde dons of 
making a complaint, and not deterred by the 
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diftance and the difficulty of a long journey,. 


what hope could they have, on their arrival at 
the Cape, of their charges reaching a Govern- 
ment furrounded entirely with whites, almoft 
all of whom, living on: abufes and interefted in 

deceiving, it, would intercept the truth in its 
“way, or tranfinit it completely changed and 
disfigured ? 

Belides, from another kind ‘6 oppreflion 
fuill more odious, it is almoft impoffible for 
the unhappy fuppliants to reach the town. 
The planters, having all a common intereft, 
fupport one another. Whatever injuftice one 
of them may have committed, he is fure of 
being abetted bythe reft. The deputies from 
the horde, fent to complain of him, would be 
obfiruéted at every ftep. They would be 
purfued irom plantation to plantation ; {nares 
would be laid for them; and, if they did not 
return, they would rua the hazard of ae 
totally exterminated. 

This Nafeep and his people had achualle eX 
perienced, ae they fent to demand juftice 
againft Van der Wefthuyfen on his firft ufurpa- 
tion. Could | hope then, after this fatal trial, 
they would venture to go with a fecond com- 

2 plaint; 
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plaint ; or that the two families, emboldened 
by the fuccels of their iniquity, would defift in 
confequence of my remonitrances? 

Under thefe circumitances, I could do no- 
thing but endeavour to confole the horde: that 
is,exhort it to take patience, and repeat all - 
thofe common-place topics of prudence and re- 
fignation, of which he who hears themthinks as 
little as the perfon by whom they are uttered. 

To infert in my travels the principal parti- 
-culars of this affair, I conceive tobe my duty; | 
and my reafons for doing fo will doubtlefs 
be refpeted. My fecond journey will reach 
Holland, as my frit has done: Like the firft, 
it will probably be read by fome of the direc- 
tors of the company; and perhaps meafures 
will be taken to remove abufes with which they 
were before unacquainted, and which moft af- 
furedly they have no defire to countenance. 

When, I arrived at Amfterdam, on. my 
return to Europe, happening to mention to 
one of them that {mall money was wanting 
at the Cape, and that the internal trade of the 
colony was injured by this want, the dire@tory 
ordered, in.confequence, a coinage, as I have 


faid elfewhere, of different {mall filver pieces, 
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to the amount of two or three hundred thou- 
fand livres; and fo {peedily was the bufinefs 
executed, that the money was actually fent 


away before I even knew that it was in the 
mint. And I have no doubt, when informed 


of the fpecies of injuftice I have juft unfolded, 
they will be eager to repair and prevent it by 
fage and wholefome laws, and will commend 


the difinterefted zeal of a traveller, who, while 


he publifhes good ations without flattery, 
ventures at the fame time to denounce bad 
ones without malice. ° 

Notwithftanding the lofles of- the horde, it 
fill pofefled a confiderable number of cattle. 
Nafeep entreated me even to accept, as a pre- 
fent, two oxen, four fheep, and a fat cow. The 
oxen [ refufed; but I received the cow and 
fheep, intending them for our evening repaft. 
My defire was to make a feaft, flattering my- 
felf that mirth would foften down afperities, 
and difpel the animolity that prevailed ane 
the horde. 

I was not miftaken. Scareely were the 
animals flaughtered when the dances’ com- 
menced. “They continued the whole night, 
and the quarrels of the day were buried in 

4 oblivion. 
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oblivion. The next morning, a general re- 
conciliation took place, in which even Nafeep 
was included. It is true, he had himfelf made 
fome advances: among the prefents I made 
him was a roll of tobacco, which, the moment 
he received it, he diftributed in equal portions 
among his people; and this unexpected libe- 

rality had gained him every heart. 
Before I departed, I purchafed what fheep I 
wanted; and then, to acquit myfelf of the 
promife I had made of {peaking to the two 
ufurping families, I repaired to Engelbrecht’s. 
He appeared to fee me again with pleafure, 
and received me with the utmoft civility : but, 
before I returned his complaifance, I thought 
it right to inform him of the motive of my 
vifit, and acquaint him how much I-was inter- 
efted in behalf of the favages. He exculpated 
himfelf, by obferving to me, that it was not 
him they accufed of having killed their oxen, 
but Van der Wefthuyfen and his family; and 
-as to the domain he pofleffed, if it were ufurp- 
ed, he was in this refpeét alfo equally blame- 
lefs, fince he had it of his brother-in-law, by 

. whom it had been ceded to him. 

After fuch excufes, I faw that no fatisfaGtion 
Pig or 


or reconciliation was to be expected. Of 
courfe I did not think it neceflary to make any 
fay with him; and I continued my journey. 
But, when my waggon fet off, he perceived 
what wretched objects were my two thill oxen, 
and he offered me my choice of two others out 
of all he had, if I would give him in exchange 
one of my horfes. | 

My oxen, it is true, were good for nothing, 
and had been on the point a hundred times of 
overturning my waggon and breaking it to 
pieces. Yet the bargain propofed was greatly 
to my difadvantage: for though I no longer 
wanted both my horfes, as I fhould foon reach 
the Cape, either of them was of much more 
worth than any two oxen. They were very 
lean, indeed, owing to the great fatigue of the 
journey; but no other fault could be found 
with them, for they were in perfe& health, 
found in their feet, and had their hoofs too in. 
good condition. | 

This expreffion, of the hoofs being in good 
condition, will furprife the greater part of my 
readers, and requires an explanation, ; 

It muft be known then, that horfes are never 
Y fhod either at the Cape or in any part of the 
| colony, 
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colony. Their hoofs are fo hard, that, what- 
ever road they travel, they are always bare. 
Thus, though the country is not without far- 
tiers, their only employment is to cure horfes 
that are fick or hurt, or to fit them for car- 
rlages. 

Is this property in the hoof, of ee abfo- 
Tacely indeftructible, owing to the food of the 
animal? I think not. MHlorfes are fed at the 
Cape, as in certain countries of Europe, on 
barley, firaw, or green forage: the only dif- 
ference is, they cat no oats; for oats do not 
thrive in Africa, and therefore are not culti- 
vated. 

Does it depend on the climate? Or is it.com- 
mon tothe Arabian horfes, from which thofe 
of the Cape are defcended? I dare not anfwer 
either of thefe queftions in the affirmative. 
But this at leaft I can aflert, that mine, after 
travelling fifteen months, over rocks and flints, 
in execrable roads, and after violent hunts, re- 
turned with their hoofs as found and whole. as 
the day they quitted the Cape. | 

My want of thill oxen, however, made me 
confent to the bargain; and with thefe I took 
she way to the refidence of Van der Weft- 

BP f4 huyfen ; 
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huyfen; though lL expected with this old man, 
governed as he was by his wife, no better fuc- 
cefs than | had found with his brother-ia-law. 
His houfe was at the diftance only of two 
leagues andahalf; but | had {carcely advanced 


four hundred paces, when, going down a de- 


{cent, one of my new oxen, overpowered by _ 


the weight of the waggon; fell down. 


I had no reafon to be furprifed at this acci- 


dent: it had many times happened, and was . 


what every perfon muft expect who travels 
in countries where there are no roads.” On 
thefe occafions it is ufual for the drivers ta 
ftop the fore-wheel, to prevent the animal from 
being crufhed by it: but here they had not 
time ; accordingly it went over the ox, and 
broke his thigh. | 
This misfortune being without remedy, I 
ordered the animal to be unyoked, and, leaving 
him onthe fpot, had one of my old ones fub- 
fituted in his place. The other; however, 
miffing his comrade, and feeing a ttranger at 


£ 


his fide, refufed to draw with him. All pof- 


fible means were tried to overcome his repug- 


nance, but tono purpofe. After confiderable 


trouble and much lofs of time, we were forced 
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to unyoke Ab alfo, and proceed as before with 
my two old oxen. 

I’ had thus from my barter, one ufelefs ox 
the more, and a horfe the lefs. 

The Hottentot cattle-dealers who accom- 
panied me were the only people who had rea- 
fon to rejoice at the adventure, The forfaken 
ox was to them a very good windiall. Ac- 
cordingly they remained behind to cut him 
up, and perhaps in their hearts they would 
not have been forry if I had oftener fupplied 
their table in a fimilar manner, 

I was arrived within an hour’s march of 
my journey’s end when I perceived, ina val- 
ley, a Hottentot hut, ftanding by itfelf, and a 
herd feeding near it. On approaching the hut, 
I found to my furprife a tall and handfome 
damfel. I had feen and have fpoken of her 
before : it was the daughter of Van der Welt-. 
huyfen; that daughter who, for feveral days 
together, had held out with the flouteft of the 
drinkers, caroufing upon the brandy of pier 
as heroically as the beft of them. 

Indefatieable in the chace, fhe could hunt 
down on horfeback the largeft antelope. ‘If 
the Bofhmen ‘appeared, fhe would take her 


gun, 
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gun, purfue them without fear, and fire at them 
wherever fhe found them. If the conceived her- 
felf aggrieved by any neighbouring horde, fhe 
would treat it like the Bofhmen. Accordingly, 
fhe was dreaded by all the favages around. 

At prefent this undaunted heroine lived in 
the folitary hut in the valley, where fhe kept 
the flocks and herds of her father, having no 
other furniture than a mat and her gun. [ 
readily knew her, but was not fo eafily recog- 
nized in my turn, as my beard, fince laft we 
met, had acquired fourteen months growth. 

After fpending a few minutes in her hut, 
I left her, and proceeded to her father’s, where 
_ I was received with every demonftration of 
friendfhip. Seeing by my pale and languid 
countenance that I had been ill, they civilly 
invited me to fpend fome time with them. I 
accepted the invitation with the more pleafure, 
as, fince my illnefs, Thad confined myfelfto a 
milk diet, and the udders of moft of my cows 
being dried up, I had lately had but a fcanty 
lupply. | | 

Inow faw bread again for the firft time. 
A year had elapfed fince I tafted any, which 
was during my former refidence with the fame 
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family. What was now given me I dipped 
with delight in my beverage of milk, as freth 
as it was pure; and this fimple and frugal meal 
‘was more exquilite to my tafte than the richelt 
viands, : 

Klaas Bafter was well received by his family, 
and even by his ftep-mother; and the recep- 
tion afforded him the greater pleafure, as it gave 
him reafon to hope, that the reconciliation [ 
had effected for him would continue after my 
departure, and probably be lafting. 

Advanced thus far on my return, every 
thing co-operated to efface the remembrance of 
my fatigues, and the obftacles that. had fo often 
thwarted my defigns. The fields, formerly fo 

barren and lifelefs, were covered with verdure 
and enamelled with Howers. My eyes feafted 
with rapture on the fruitful and re-vivified land. 
Perfectly fecure about my cattle, whatever road 
I might choofe, I refolved to change my for- 
mer one, and return to the Cape by a different 
way from that I had come. 7 

Befide the pleafure of feeing and traverfine 
a new country, I had alfo the hope of finding 
fomething to add to my collections. 

I turned off, therefore, to the fouth-welt ; 

an 
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and after travelling fourteen leagues, which 
was the bufinefs of three days, I arrived at the 
Groene-Rivier (Green-River). But how much 
did I ftill deceive myfelf by the dreams of my 
imagination ! 

The firft obje@ I noticed on my arrival was 
the dung of an elephant, yet warm. This in- 
dicated that fome of thefe animals were near. 
I took Swanepoel with me, and, without lofing 
time, fet off to trace them, while my camp was 
erecting. ‘To fee me depart attended only by 
afingle man, it feemed as if I were going to 
killa hare or arabbit. Formerly I fhould not 
in this manner have ventured at fuch {port ; 
but infenfibly we become hardy, fo that the 
greatelt dangers appear no more than com- 
mon occurrences. ngewe 

We had not proceeded three paces paces 
before we perceived five elephants ftanding in 
the midft of the trees that fkirted the river. 
Each of us fingled out his obje@, each brought 
down his.beaft, and the other three fed. At 
the report my hunters haftened to us ; and 
when arrived, my old Swanepoel, hitherto 
confidered by them as an honeft fellow, fit 
only to take care of my chickens, tauntingly 

pointed 
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pointed at the elephant he had killed, and 
aiked if they could mend the fhot. 
The animals were both males, and nearly of 
the fame height and bulk, meafuring about ten 
feet each [ten feet eight inches Englith]. 


_ This is the ufual fize of elephants m Africa, 


where it is very rare to mect with any that 
reach to eleven or twelve feet. ‘They were, 
however, not of the fame age, and confe- 
quently their tufks were very unequal ; thofe 
of one weighing feventy or eighty pounds, 
while thofe of the other did not exceed five- 
and-thirty or forty. 

What convinced me ftill more of the dif. _ 
ference of their ages was, that the heavier 
tufks were nearly folid throughout, while 
the others were hollow two-thirds of their 
length: the elder, too, had his grinding teeth 
- much worn, while the grinding teeth of the 
other were in good prefervation and entire. 
The ivory of old elephants, being more com- 
pact and heavy, is more valuable and fetches 
a higher price: from its denfity it takes-alfo 
a finer polifh, appears whiter, and is lefs liable 
to grow yellow. 

The Green-River was covered with aquatic 

fowls 
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fowls of all kinds, particularly pelicans, flamin- 
goes, and wild geefe. I alfo met with the night- 
heron, the crefted purple heron, the common 
heron, and the black ftork, all exaGlly fimilar 
to thofe of Europe. 

The dead elephants procured me feveral 
birds of prey. I conftruéted within fhot of 
their carcafes a little arbour, in which I con- 
cealed myfelf to lie in wait for fuch birds as 
fhould come to feed on them. From morning 
till night they alighted by hundreds, and I 
killed fuch as appeared to me to deferve the 
preference. 

During my refidence at Green-River, I 
changed my encampment feveral times, and 
thus travelled over a fpace of eight or ten 
leagues on its banks, At length I quitted 
them, and gained thofe of the Swarte-Doorn 
(Black-Thorn), at the very place where I met 
Pinar for the firft time. I {pent the night 
there, and the next day bent my courfe fo-" 
wards the mountains to the fouth. The road 
was terrible for my waggons. After a la- 
borious march of fix hours, we arrived at 
the foot of a chain of arid mountains, the 
bare and rufty rocks of which, pidturefquely 

‘heaped 
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heaped on one another, exhibited’ a fingular 
and fantaftic fpectacle; but none could be 
better calculated for a retreat to the Bofhmen. 
On feeing them, I whifpered to myfelf that I 
ought to be on my guard: yet, notwithftand- 
ing my miftruft, | was taken unawares. 

My people were bufy in pitching my camp. 
I inthe mean time having perceived fome 
wood-peckers of a fcarce fpecies, which | 
have named the rock wood-pecker, followed | 
them, and found myfelf infenfibly on one of 
’ the cliffs, from which I overlooked my camp. 

Suddenly I heard three difcharges of my 
large ‘carbine as fignals of alarm. Looking 
about me, I faw, on the one hand, my people 
running in diforder, and, on the other, a party 
of Bofhmen, who had feized my oxen, and 
were driving them into a defile, where they 
would foon be out of fight. 

I defcended the mountains with _precipi- 
tancy, and, when I arrived at its foot, I found 
Klaas galloping to inform me of my misfor- 
tune. He gave me his horfe. I mounted 
it, and rode full {peed toward the defile ; but ¥ 
had fearcely advanced fifty paces, when my 
horfe {tumbled in a porcupine’s hole, and 


threw 
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threw me on my fide. My fall was fo fevere, 
that, when I rofe, T could not ufe my left arm, 
and 1 imagined my fhoulder to be diflocated. 
Klaas came to me: I ordered him to remount 
the horfe, while I returned to the camp on 
foot, unable to take any part in this adventure, 
and leaving my people to terminate it in the 
beft way they could. It was night~before 
they returned, when I learned, with forrow, 
that two of the Bofhmen had been killed. 
All my oxen, however, were brought back 
except three; and thefe were not miffed till 
we were about to depart the next day. 

That the robbers might not make another 
attempt, 1 departed at day-break ;'\and by a 
march of fix or feven hours, in the fame 
dire€tion as the day before, I arrived at a 
place where [ was met by fome Hottentots of 
the horde of Klaas Bafter, who knew me. 
They informed us, that his horde had quitted 
the mountains. of Namero, and had fettled 
five leagues from the {pot where I was. 

Bafter being ftill with me, I conceived my- 
felf bound in gratitude, after the important 
fervices I had received at his hands, to re- 
fiore him, inperfon, to the arms of his wife, 


his 


his ‘children, and his friends. I repaired, 
therefore, tothe horde. His return occafion- 
ed inexpreffible joy } which was fo much the 
greater, as they fuppofed us to be dead, and 
vhad defpaired of ever feeing us more. It was 
in confequence of this perfuafion, that they 
had thought proper to remove and fettle in 
another place. | 

The people of the horde told me another 
piece of news, which gave me ftill greater 
pleafiire than the former: it was, that the 
worthy Schoenmaker had alfo quitted the 
mountains, and eftablifhed his camp in the 
neighbourhood: Eager to fee this honeft be- 
ing, for whom I had fo great an efteem, and 
to whom I owed fo many obligations, I in- 
ftantly paid him a vifit, and embraced him 
with the tendereft affeCtion. 

The fervices which he had exerted himfelf 
to render me were alive in my memory and 
my heart, and I wanted no new motive to in- 
tereft me in his behalf. But I confefs I could 
not behold him furrounded with his wives and 
children, like a good father and kind hufband, 
without feeling myfelf ftill more inclined ta 
ferve htm to the utmoft of my power. 

I acquainted him with the defign I had 
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formed of foliciting his pardon, and of ob- 
taining from the Government leave for him to 
return to the colony. He thanked me with 
emotion for the kindnefs of my intentions: 
but, though he had great confidence in the 
friendfhip with which Colonel Gordon ho- 
noured him, and {till greater in the zeal I dif- 
played for his welfare, he had little hope of 
my fuccefs; no inftance, he faid, of fuch 
pardon having ever been known. 

I encouraged him as muchas I could, by af- 
furing him of the warmth with which I would 
folicit the favour. Jndeed, that with which he 
infpired me at the moment was fo great, that, 
not doubting of fuccefs, I protefted he fhould 
foon hear from me, and requefted him to, be 
in readinefs to fet off at the carlieft notice. 

He liftened to my confolatory promifes with 
tears. But the fear of their failure was predo- 
minant ; and his imagination, fo long tortured’ 
with continual anxiety, depicted to him a thou- 
fand chimeras, which he dared not combat him- 
felf, and which I had great difficulty to deftroy. 

To diffipate thefe gloomy ideas, and revive 
his {pirits, I turned his mind to another ob- 
ject. I fpoke to him of his little hermitage 
near the Orange, related my adventure with 

7 the 
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the travellers I had met, and told him how I 
had taken upon myftelf to difpofe of the place, 
and beftow it on an unfortunate family ; not 
doubting, from the teftimionies he had given me 
of his friendfhip, but he would confirm a gift 
made without his confent.—As I had fuppofed, 
he approved it without the fmalleft hefitation. 

© When I arrived in thefe deferts,” faid he, 
‘t T was without fhelter, and without refource, 
** like thofe on whom you have beftowed your 
* protection. My own misfortunes have ren- 
“ dered me fenfible to thofe of others. I congra- 
“ tulate myfelf on the good ufe you have made 
** of miy little eftate. May it prove the afylum 
“you with, and long preferve the remem- 
** brance of its founder, and of him who has 
* thus confecrated it by an act of benevolence!”’ 

Klaas Bafter had accompanied me to Scho- 
enmaker’s, Seeing me ready to refume my 
journey towards the Cape, he requefted my 
permiffion to return to his family ; and to this 
I the more willingly confented, as thencefor- 
_ward he could be of no fervice tome, Before 
we parted, I made hima prefent of fome pow- 
der and fhot, fome beads for his wife and chil- 
dren, and two of my dogs, of which he had 
become patticularly fond during our journey. 

: Geer | As 
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_ As there was no route more comm odious for 
my waggons than that of the Elephants-Ri- 
ver, I fent them and the greater part of my 
caravan before me, with directions to take the 
fame road as we had come, and to wait for 
meon its banks. Purpofing to traverfe the 
country, and reach the river by a different 
way, 1 took with me fix of my Hottentots 
and afew dogs, and entered among the moun- 
tains. 


We carried nothing with us but powder . 


and fhot, refolving to fleep in the open air, 
and to live on the fruits of the chace. 

The firft night, we took up our abode on 
the ridge of the mountains where had for- 
merly been fituated one of the kraals of Klaas 
Bafter. We here fuffered extremely from the 
cold. Long accuftomed as we had been to 
the heat of the plain, the cool temperature of 
thefe heights had the greater effe€t upon us; 
and the worift of cur fituation was, we could 
procure no wood to make a fire. Fortunately, 
however, cattle having a long time been kept in 


the fpot, we found an abundance of their dried 


dung ; and the gentle warmth afforded by this 

fort of fuel mitigated the rigour of the cold. © 

Another misfortune was, that, carrying no 
6. provifion, 
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provifion, we had nothing to eat; and game 
_in thefe mountains was extremely fearce, In 
three days we had been able to kill only a fingle 
kainfi antelope, which was a poor fupply for 
feven perfons. At length our neceffity was 
fo great, that, on the atternoon of the third 
day, being totally deftitute of food, it was re- 
folved that each of us fhould take his own 
courfe, and hunt for himfelf. 

Klaas, from his attachment to me, would 
not leave me. We killed three wood-peckers 
and fix larks. My hunters might have done 
{till better, by fhooting at damans; but, greedy 
of larger game, they negleGed thefe to feek 
for other antelopes. They all returned empty 
handed, and were of courfe, from their pre- 
ceding faft and the violent exercife they had 
taken, doubly hungry. 

I much regretted that [ Eotild not fhare | 
with them the produce of my chace. But, as 
it was {carcely fufhicient for Klaas and myfelf, 
‘how could it have been fhared with five 
others ? 

On this oceafian I was witnefs to the ef. 
fects which the terrible want called hunger i is 
capable of producing. I have heard a cele- 
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brated naturalift, Romé de Lifle, whofe’ re 
cent lofs we cannot but lament, fay that, dur- 
ing the fiege of Pondicherry in 1761, he had 


been reduced to fuch extremity, that he © 


deemed it a happinefs to purchafe, for their 
weight in gold, an old pair of leather breeches, 
which, out of humanity, he fhared with 
three officers, his friends. Nothing was left 
for my Hottentots but the fkin of our antelope. 
Accordingly, having no other food, they feiz- 
ed upon this; and, without any preparation, 
broiled it as it was with the hair on, and de- 
voured the whole of it. 

The burning of the hair diffufed a noifome 
fmell round the fire, which turned me fick. 
My hungry people themfelves appeared dif- 


cufted at it: yet I faw them tear the naufe-. 


ous leather to pieces with their hands and 
teeth. In different circumftances, the diftort- 
ed features with which their repugnance ac- 
companied thefe efforts would probably have. 
excited my laughter; in the prefent, they 
pierced my heart, and gave me an idea of the 


fearful extremities to which men may be 


driven by famine. 
Out fituation made me regret that I had 
- quitted 
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quitted my caravan: for, if obliged to fire at 
{mall birds for food, as we had hitherto done, 
we fhould foon exhauft our ammunition, and 
thereby be reduced to the utmoft perplexity. 
Happily, however, getting farther to the eaft,, 
we perceived, in the plain on the other fide of 
the mountains, feveral plantations belonging 
to the colonifts. This fight gladdened my 
fkin-eaters. We defcended the mountains, 
and repaired to the nigheft plantation, where 
we did not arrive till it was dufk. As foon 
as we were perceived, we were taken for 
Bofhmen or thieves coming to attack and 
pillage the houfe; the dogs were turned loofe 
upon us; and it was well we were not wel- 
comed with a few fhot. Fortunately they 
were ftepped and repulfed by my pack; and 
the mafter himfelf, running out at the noife, 
and perceiving me to be an European, called 
back his people and his dogs, and came to 
meet me. He had heard of my expedition ; 
and, when I told him my name, he*made ~ 
an apology, and preiled me to enter his habi- 
tation. I mentioned our diftrefs, and requeft- 
ed fome food for my people. He generoufly 
complied, and gave us, indeed, fo friendly a - 


fon € 
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reception, that I {pent the night under his 
roof, 


\ 


At my departure I was defirous of recom- 
pening his kindnefs: but, not contented 
with refufing every token of acknowledge- 
ment, he would give my people a loaf and a 
quarter of mutton, to ferve them on their 
journey ; and as for myfelf, obferving that I 
ate fearcely any thing but butter, he ordered 
fome frefh to be made, and infifted on my ac- 
cepting a pot of it. | : 

I returned to the mountains, becaufe, being 
able from their fummits to difcover the Ele- 
phants-River, at which my caravan ought by 
this time to have arrived, I fhould the better 
know how to direct my courfe. Our march 
continued ftill three days longer, without af- 


fording any thing to intereft me, but a night. 


fpent near a beautiful fpring that abounded 
with the fhrub on which grows the fruit called 
in that country we/f"s-gi/t (wolf’s poifon), 
This name is derived from the property. 
pofleffed by-the fruit, when roafted, of poi- 
foning any carnivorous animals that may eat 
of it. It is prepared like coffee, ground in 
the fame manner, and the powder is then 


ftrewed 
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firewed over pieces of flefh, which are Jaid 
for thefe animals in the night. The bait is 
intended chiefly for the jackal and hyena. 
As foon as it is fwallowed, the animal {wells 
prodigioufly, and dies more or lefs fpeedily 
according to the quantity he has taken. At 
length we perceived fome large trees, which, 
by their winding pofition, appeared to fkirt 
fome river. Not doubting but it was the Ele- 
phants-River, we defcended the mountains to 
reach its banks. The river, indeed, it was; 
but we had roamed fo much farther than we 
were aware, that, returning upon our fteps, 
or rather proceeding down the ftream, it was 
not till after two encampments that we reached 
the place of rendezvous, the houfe of Van 
Zeyl; where, when we arrived, all my people 
and waggons I found had been waiting for me 
three days. 

My caravan was confiderably diminithed. 
The Hottentot cattle-dealers, after having 
pafled the river, had repaired to their refpec- 
tive hordes, leaving only two of their party 
‘in the camp, to wait for me, and receive in 
money or in kind the value of the tobacco 
they had fold me at the Orange. 

, I withed 
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I wifhed to return it them in kind, to fave 
them the trouble of going to the colony to pur- 
chafe more ; but, to do this, I muft buy it my- 
felf. . Van Zeyl had none; but at another 
planter’s near, he informed me I might pro- 
cure fome. Accordingly I went thither on 
horfeback, and purchafed the quantity I want- 
ed, at the exorbitant price of a Dutch fcalin 
(fixpence) a pound. ‘Thus having difeharged 
my debt to my travelling companions, I re- 
paired to Heere-logement, that grotto fo: natu- 
rally carpeted by the foliage of a large tree, — 
and which I have already defcribed. _ 

Every thing was green in this diftriG, as in 
thofe I had lately traverfed, and confequently 
very different from what it was at my former _ 
vifit. But the neighbouring planters, by way 
of hufbanding the pafture on their own eftates, 
had driven their herds hither; and thefe herds 
were fo numerous, that the herbage was almoft 
all eaten up. The keepers of the cattle even 
aflured me, that, if I purfued the ordinary 
route to the Cape, I fhould every where ex- » 
perience the fame inconvenience; and they. 
advifed me to travel more to the fouth-weft, 
through Verloore-Valey (loft-lake), where, the 

| I paftu- 


pafturage having fuffered lefs in this way, I 
fhould neceflarily find a better fupply. 

Impatient as I was to reach the Cape, this 
circuit, which would coft me feveral days 
march, was extremely againft my will: but 
neceflity compelled me to, fubmit to it. In 
two days I arrived in Verloore-Valey, which I 
found to be an extenfive lake, feparated from 
the fea by a narrow border of fandy downs. 

The lake and its banks being covered with — 
birds of every kind, I flattered myfelf I fhould 
find fome for my collection that would recom- 
penfe me for the length of the road. In faG, 
I faw there not only all the birds that I had 
met with on Green-River, but alfo the coot 
of Europe, different fpecies of grebes, particu- 
larly that called by naturalifts the horned grebe, 
and a particular fpecies of penguin. 

This bird has a creft of long narrow feathers 
covering its eyes and the fides of its head, and 
this creft it can erect and lower at will. The 
fame fpecies is found about the ftraits of Ma 
gellan, where it was feen by the celebrated 
Bougainville, who gave it the name of hop- 
ping penguin. Buffon givesa fhort defcrip- 
tion of it under the fame name, and afterwards 

figures 
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figures it in his Planches Enluminées, under 
that of the crefted penguin of Siberia. 
In the fame lake I found a great number of 
penguins of another {pecies, the fame as I {poke 
of having feen in Saldanha bay. Thefe pen- . 
guing have on their bodies an abundance of 
fat; and J have no doubt but the neighbour- 
ing planters might make of this fat a lucrative 
article of trade, if they would employ them- 
felves in taking thefe birds. The profit would 
be the more certain, as the birds in queftion 
are extremely plenty on the weftern coaft, and 
fo tame that they will fuffer themfelves to be 
knocked on the head without ftirring, and 
even to be taken by the hand. This fhows 
that, with a little care and addrefs, means might 
be found of obtaining them at fo fmall an ex- 
pence, that powder and fhot might be {pared, 
and the bufinefs be almoft entirely clear gain. 
My vifit to Verloore-Valey procured me 
great number of aquatic birds of different 
fpecies, and among them the purple galli- 
nule, which is very abundant there, and ex+ 
cellent food. In fhort, the lake {warms with 
all the water-fowls that may be found difperfed 
here and there over the reft of this part of the 
world, 
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woild. It is the only place for an ornitholo- 
eift to fix his refidence, who would wifh in a 
fhort time to procure a complete collection of 
the web-footed and fhore birds of Africa, I | 
there obtained alfo a beautiful fpecies of {mall 
crefted falcon, that feeds only on crabs and 
fifth, which it catches in the fame way as the 
ofprey, the bald-buzzard andthe kite. 1 fpent 
eleven days on the borders of this lake, and 
collected a hundred and thirty-two fpecimens 
of birds, largeand {mall. At length my hun- 
ters brought me more birds every day than I 
could tell how to difpofe of, and I had not the 
pleafure of killing a fingle one myfelf, fo fully 
was | employed in preparing them. 

Finding myfelf fo near St. Helen’s Bay, I 
refolved to vifit it. In confequence, I ordered 
my people to proceed with my waggons to 
Swart-Land, -and wait for me at the houfe of 
my friend Slaber. Swanepoel was entrufted 
with the care of conducting them thither, and, 
having done this, was to proceed on with- 
out delay to the Cape, to give my friends 
‘notice of my return, and inquire whether any 
letter had arrived for me during my fifteen 
‘months abfence. ‘The interval I was to fpend 


at 
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at St. Helen’s: I had never yet been there ; 
and I fhould not have forgiven myfelf, if, now 
that I was fo near, I neglected to fee it. 

For this excurfion I took with me only the 
fame hunters as had attended me in my. laft, 
When I arrived at the bay, I traverfed all its 
windings from one point to the other. Kolben, 
who was no better geographer than he was 2 
naturalift, and who had feen no more of St. 
Helen’s Bay than he had of the colony, fays 
that Berg-Rivier difembogues itfelf to the 
north of the bay; and it is thus he lays it 
down in his map. Kolben is miftaken in this 
point, as he is in a thoufand others. The 
mouth of the Berg is in the fouthern part of 
St. Helen’s. The Bay itfelf too is improperly 
placed in all our fea charts, its latitude being 
wrong by more than fifteen minutes. 

This river, which I afcended for a confider= 
able way, is obftruGted by forefts of reeds, in- 
to. which the. hippopotamufes retire and con- 
ceal themfelves.. Government, fearing that 
thefe amphibious animals, the {pecies of which 
it. wifhes to preferve, might be totally deftroy- 
ed, has prohibited hunting them, under pe- 
nalty of afine. This regulation would fhare 

the 


AFRICA. 46 2 
the fate of many others, and in all proba- 
bility be no better obferved, if local difficul- 
ties did not enfure its execution. But. the im- 
pofibility of penetrating thefe forefts of reeds 
difcourages the hunters, and fecures the breed 
of hippopotamufes more effectually than laws, 
which in general are feldom regarded, and the 
rigour of which, at the expence of twenty 
or thirty rixdollars, may with iiss be 
averted, 

| After having -vifited nd Bay of St Bien: $, 

I proceeded along the fea {hore to that. of Sal- 

danha. Both abounded alike with {permaceti 
whales. In the fingle cove called Hoetjes- 
Bay, 1 counted two-and-thirty playing to- 
gether. It. is perfectly. aftonithing that the 
governors of the Cape have never thought 
of this branch of commerce, which, unquel- 
tionably would be very lucrative; but it 
would be neceflary to leave it entirely to 
the colonifts, merely -referving certain., du- 
ties on the fifhery for the company. It is 
to be hoped, that the Dutch government will 
dome day perceive the neceflity of attend- 
ing ferioufly to the affairs of this imterefting 
fettlement.. They have only to leave the in- 
| eee 
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habitants at liberty to purfue theit own fcheried 
without fettering their induftry, and this part. 
of Africa would become the mott eeree 
on the face of the globe. 

Upon quitting Saldanha, I proceetled tos 
wards the habitation of my venerable friend 
Slaber. _ His worthy, his amiable family, 
apprifed of my return from my expedition by 
the people with my waggons, and informed 
of my arrival by one of my hunters whom I 
fent on before, came to meet mé. I was fur- 
prifed not to fee ny good friend himfelf with 
his children. They informed me, that fince 
my departure he had been feized with a fe- 
vere dyfentery, and was at the point of death. 
He had been often anxious about ine during 
my abfence, and had made refpecting me every 
poffible enquiry. He had wifhed to embrace 
me once more befote he died; and when hé 
faw Swanepoel and Klaas return without me, 
he was alarmed. But they had removed his 
fears by accounting for my delay ; and he exe 
pected me with impatience. 

They added, that he was fo extremely ema 
ciated and fo much altered, that I fhould{carcely 
know him: and, as they were apprehentive 

his 


his fituation would make upon me at firft fight 
fo ftrong an impreffion that I fhould be unable 
to conceal my feelings, they befought me to 
reftrain my furprife, and not alarm him to no © 
purpofe. 

I entered his chamber, sais a dies of 
joy which was certainly far from my heart. I 
even profeffed to confider his difeafe as a flight 
malady ; and, after juft mentioning the fubje& 
without waiting for his reply, I turned the 
eonverfation to the fine bull I had procured 
for him on my journey, and which my people 
had no doubt already prefented to him. 

‘His fuffetings, however, had fo much weaned _ 
him from earth and all its concerns, that he 
appeared to pay little attention to my prefent, 
and fpoke only of his approaching diffolution. 
At the Cape the dyfentery is to people of all 
ages and conftitutions a dangerous difeafe ; but 
to thofe advanced in life it is always fatal; and 
I perceived too clearly that my beft friend was 
dying. : 

Swanepoel, on his return from the Cape, 
brought me news of.my friends, and letters 
from Europe. Among others was one from 
my refpected friend Boers, which informed me 

Mebchl. Hh of 
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of his arrival in Holland, after an agréeable 
paflage. Not fatisfied with the fervices he had 
rendered me during his abode at the Cape, he 
informed me, that he had commended me 
anew to all his friends, particularly to the new 
fifcal Serrurier, whofe zeal and friendthip 
towards me while I remained in Africa ne- 
ver abated for aninftant. AW my acquaint- 
ances invited me to haften to the town; and 
Colonel Gordon and his lady wrote to me to 
that purpofe, in the moft friendly manner, ins 
fifting that I fhoul d take a my abode at their 
bene 


Among my letters were feveral alfo from 


my family and friends in France; and one in - 


particular from Amfterdam, which overturned 


all my projects, all the atrangements that I had 


already actually formed in my head for a third 


journey into the deferts. It was from Temminck, | 


who informed me, that ote of the company’s 
fhips, engaged in the flave trade, would foon fail 
from Holland for theifland of Madagafcar. This 
veffel was to touch at the Cape to vidtual and 
water, fo that | might eafily introduce myfelf 
to the Captain, and embark with him for the 
place of his deftination, 


5 | | Knowing, 
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Knowing, however, my inclination for tra- 
velling, and fuppofing that I fhould gladly 
avail myfelf of fuch an opportunity to vifit that 
celebrated ifland, the largeft in the known 
world; my friend had made every arrange- 
ment with the Captain; and of thefe arrange- 
ments he gave me notice in his letter. 

I was highly gratified by this obliging rea- 
dinefs to ferve me, which was as congenial to 
my inclination as it was prudently managed. 
Tt is true, this new fcheme did not accord with 
my other: but then, befides that it afforded 
me an opportunity of vifiting a land I had 
never feen—befides that I fhould have fufi- 
cient time completely to traverfe it, as the fhip 
muft. neceffarily make fome ftay at the ifland 
to accomplith the purpofe of her voyage, I 
might refume my former plan on my return to 
the Cape. For the prefent, therefore, | gave 
up my defign of vifiting again the interior part 
of Africa, and employed myfelf in preparing 
to fail for Madagafcar: a preparation which 
would eafily be effected, as my friend himfelf 
had {moothed every difficulty. 

In this new arrangement I wanted neither 
waggons nor horfes, nor teams of oxen, nor 


Hh2 ~ indeed 
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indeed any of that apparatus and thofe attend- 
ants which had hitherto been neceflary. My 


oxen, become ufelefs to me, were the firft things 


I fought to difpofe of. Being extremely lean, 


and little calculated for the yoke in their bi 
fent condition, I offered them to the company’s 


butcher, who paid meat the rate of feven rix- 
dollars per head, or about nih livres French 
money. : 

Two of my cows 1é gave to Klaas’s wife, who 
had accompanied me on my journey, and had 
performed for me the office of a laundrefs, 
and fometimes of a cook; and two others to 
Swanepoel. Finally, 1 offered my goats to 
the daughters of Slaber: but they would only 
accept them conditionally, as depofits to be 
returned if, in confequence of taking a new 


journey, I ae hereafter have occalion for 


them. 

In this herd of goats were a he and fhe pur- 
chafed by me in the Nimiqua country for my 
friend Liewenberg, of the canton of the Four- 


and-Twenty Rivers, and at his requeft. I had 


the pleafure of delivering them to him myfelf. 
‘Thad not forgotten the bottles of lemon-juice, 
which this worthy planter had given me in 


sia f 


AP RoE .As 469 
my journey, the friendfhip he had fo readily 


fhewn me, and the two beautiful birds which 
had been procured me by his fons. 

_ Though my prefent was trifling in itfelf, ‘it 
was the more gratifying to him, as it was pre- 
cifely what he had defired of me, and what in 
reality he molt wifhed for. | afterwards di- 
wided amongft my, honeft Hottentots every 
thing for which I had no farther occafion. 

- Thus having gotten rid of all that was ufe- 
lefs to me, Ireckoned with my attendants, and 
appointed: them to meet me at the Cape to be 
paid. Though they were all eager to return 
‘to their hordes to fee their families, they did 
not quit me without exprefling regret ; nor 
was lon my part without emotion, though 
there were few of them againft. whom I had 
not fome caufe of complaint. | 

My. new fcheme called me to the Cape; 
and my attentions, however afieCtionate and 
fincere, could be of no ufe toa fick man, whofe 
deplorable ftate left no hopes of his recovery. 
I embraced, therefore, for the laft time this beft 
of men, to whom | was under the greateft obli- 
gations, and whom I tenderly loved. He bade 
me alfo a laft farewell ; and fome time after I 


Hh 3 | learned, 
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learned, that his refpedable family had ‘to las 
ment his death. 

At length, after an abfence of fixteen months 
{pent in the deferts of Africa, I arrived at the — 
Cape, where Gordon and his lady were eagerly 
expecting me. I was welcomed as‘a friend, a 
brother, a fon, or whatever is moft dear; and 
the kindnefs of thefe beneficent hofts never 
flackened fora moment. The memory of my 
gratitude will continue as long as my travels : 
fhall continue to be read; nor can'T permit’ my- 
felf to be withheld from fi declaration of it by 
the apprehenfion, that that declaration may be 
conilrued in a way offenfive to the felf-love of 
others. ) | 
My firft care, as 3 foon as I was’ at liberty, 
was to enquire whether there were any ‘vellel 
in the harbour bound for Europe. ~ 1 found 
one ready to fail, by which I wrote to Tem- . 
minck, thanking him for what he had done for 
me, and informing him, that I had refolved to 
accept his generous offer, and waited only fer 
the arrival of the flav e-fhip which was to tranf 
port me'to Madagafcar. I fent advice to the 
fame purpofe to’my ‘family, and thought of 
‘nothing but‘my departure, 


if? 
aay 
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I had not. forgotten poor Schoenmaker. 
The very day after my arrival, I had endea- 
voured to intere{ft Gordon in the fate of this 
unhappy deferter. The Colonel:had confider- 
able regard for him, and affured me of his in- 
clination to ferve him, ‘In confequence I fent 
an exprefs to the outlaw, telling-him to repair 
immediately to the town. He came. We 
conducted him to the houfe of the Governor, 
and folicited his pardon ; which was inftantly 
granted. He left me to return to his deferts — 
to fettle his affairs, and then came to refide in 
the colony, where he foon gained the friend- 
fhip of his neighbours, and married a daughter 
of one of them: a circumftance that feldom 
occurs in a country where foldiers and failors 
are in general held in ‘little eftimation by the 
planters. 

While I remained at the Cape, the flave- 
fhip came into the road. I received by it other 
letters from ‘Temminck, who again repeated 
all he had faid before refpeting my voyage to 
“Madagafear, prefling me.to undertake it, and 
having no doubt but the captain of the veifel, 
who was under the greateft obligations to-him, 
would do every thing in his power for my 

Hh4 accommo- 
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accommodation. ~But I very foon perceived 
that my friend had been miftaken with regard 
to this captain, whofe condué plainly fhowed 
me how little he wifhed that I fhould accom- 
pany him. Unwilling to expofe myfelfto the 
certain inconvenience of making fuch a voy- 
age with a man who vifibly regarded me with 
jealoufy, fearing no doubt that I fhould prove 
an obftacle to’ his commercial projects, I gave 
up the idea for the moment; and, other crofs 
circumftances continuing to procraftinate the 
{cheme, 1 abandoned it entirely. All my 
thoughts were now centred in Europe, and I 
became wholly difgufted with travelling, till 
the time when, renouncing the fociety of my 
fpecies, deceived by them, outraged in the 
pureft {fentiments of my heart, | was led once 
more to figh for a defert, and was no longer 

able but in imagination to gratify my defire. 
At laft an opportunity of departing arrived. 
The fhips of the Dutch Eaft-India company 
were returning home. I felicited a paflage, 
which was granted me. There were five vel- 
fels bound for Europe in the road, and the 
queftion was,in which I could embark with - 
my effets. Qne of thefe veffels had brought 
| from, 
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Z from China an ad counsel of the company. 
with his wife and children. I had now and 
then fallen in with thefe people in different 
| companies at the Cape, and I rejoiced at the 
thought of having them to mylelf,, and, that 
too for a confiderable time: for it is pleafing 
to enliven the tedioufnels of a long voyage by 
the charm of agreeable company, and to be 
able occafionally to contemplate a handfome 
face, when the fea, the fky, or failors in their 
dirty dreffes, are the objets, and the only ob- 
jects, conftantly before the eye. Such was to 
have been my lot: at leaft {uch I hoped it 
would have been. But probably the hufband 
thought me too eager. for a paflenger; and 
accordingly, without.a direct denial, he affured 
me I fhould be fo badly accommodated, and 
he fo pofitively refufed to take my boxes on 
board with me, that I was obliged to give up 
the defign. Being lefs a courtier than attached 
to my riches, I could by no means confent to 
be feparated from them. They were therefore — 
-fent aboard another veflel, and the fupercargo 
was freed from my. importunities, By his re- 
fufal he gave me my life, while, poor man! ne 
little thought of lofing his own, | 
3 { em- 
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I embarked in the Ganges, commanded by 
Captain Paardekooper. We failed from Falfe- 
Bay the 14th of July, 1 784, accompanied by 
four other of the company’s fhips. We had 
fcarcely cleared the bay, when contrary winds 
drove us to the fouthward, where a horrible 
tempeft aflailed us, and we were driven by a 
violent gale to the latitude of 37° fouth. I 
felt by experience how much reafon the Por- 
tuguefe had to call the fouthernmoft part of 
Africa the Cape of Tempefls. On this fearful 
occafion we loft two men, whom the waves 
wathed off the deck. Every effort was made 
to fave them, but in vain: they were twenty 
times overwhelmed by mountains of water, 
and at laft perifhed., Our veflel, which was 
old, greatly fuflered: the water penetrated in 
all parts; and notwithftanding every thing that 
- could afterwards be done to remedy the evil, 
fhe remained leaky during the whole voyage. 
“We were eleven days in this diftreffing fitu- - 
ation; which, -with the image of death every 
“moment before our eyes, were a long and te- 
“@ious period. ‘On one of thofe nights of hor- 
ror, feveral guns were. fired as fignals of dif- 
trefs by.one of the veffels ; and, to our grief, 
; the 
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the next day the Middelbours, the veflel into 
which I had been refufed admiffion, was no 
longer to be feen. Certain that fhe had funk, 
T addreffed a fhort prayer to heaven for the 
fupercargo’s young wife, apprehenfive every 
‘moment that I fhould myfelf be buried in the 
fame grave. However, we had the happinefs 
at laft to double the Cape, fo much dreated by 
failors. ‘On the 10th of Auguft we pafled in 
fight of St. Helena, and on the 25th crofled 
the line in the longitude of 358°. 

- During the whole voyage, I never’caft-my 
eyes backward without feeing in imagination 
- the unfortunate Middelbourg. W hat adread- 

ful moment, faid 1 to myfelf, muft it have been 

when the whole'of that family were fwallowed 
“up by 'the waves! I faricied I heard the aft 
“fhrieks of the unfortunate mother mingled with 
‘the dying fcreams of her poor children. Alas! 
that hour had not yet arrived): but awaited them 
when in fight of the per for which they were 
bound. i t 
The four veffels failed in company, without 
lofing fight of each cther ; and we even: vifited 
one another, when the weather was-calin, and 
we could hoift out our boats, — | 

When 
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When this kind of intercourfe was rendered 
impracticable by high winds andia too ftormy 
fea, we had recourfe to another, that of mu- 
tually writing letters, of which the as and 
terns were the carriers. 

Thefe birds, beaten by the nti and tired 
with their flight, would pitch upon our yards 
to reft themfelves, where the failors ealily 
caught them, Having faftened ourlittle epi 
tles to their legs, we then let them fly, and, 
making a noife to prevent their alighting 
again on our veflel, obliged them to wing 
their courfe to the next... There-they were 
caught again by the crew, and fent back to us 
in the fame ‘manner with anfwers to our let~ 
ters. This curious ftratagzem has fomething 
kind and affectionate in it, which. tran{porte 
me to other regions ;' and it is one of the cir- 
cumftances of my travels, which I always re- 
collect with additional pleafure. 

In the latitude of 10° 1 5/ north, and lon- 
gitude 355°, we met with a calm that delayed 
us feveral days, and in the interval 1 witnefled 
a phenomenon, which, though known to the 
crew, was to me perfe@lly new. 

An enormous flat fith, of the, ray genus, 

j came 
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came and fwam round our veflel. It differed: 
_ from the common ray, however, in the fhape 
of its head, which, inftead of being pointed, 
formed a crefcent, and from the extremities 
‘of the femicircle iffued two arms as it were, 
which the failors called horns. They were 
two feet wide at the bafe, and only five inches 
at the extremity. This monfter they told 
me was called the fea-devil. 

A few hours after, we faw two others with 
this, one of which was fo extremely large, 
that it was computed by the crew to be fifty 
or fixty feet wide. Each fwam feparately, 
and was furrounded by thofe {mall fifh which 
ufually precede the fhark, and which are there- 
fore called by feamen pilot-fith. Laftly, all 
three carried on each of their horns a white 
fifh, about the fize of a man’s arm and half a 
yard long, which a to be ftationed 
there on duty, 

You would have faid they were two: fenti- 
nels placed to keep watch for the fafety of the 
animal, to inform him of any approaching 
danger, and to guide his movements. If he 
approached too near the velffel, they quitted 
their pofts, and, {wimming brifkly before, led 
i Sab ky | him 
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him away. If he rofe too high above the 
water, they pafled backward and forward over 
his back, till he had defcended deeper. If, 
on the contrary, he fwam too. low,.they dif- 
appeared, and we faw no more of them, be- 
caufe, no doubt, they were paffing under- 
neath, as in the preceding inftance they had 
pafled above him. Accordingly we, found 
him re-afcend towards the furface, and then 
the two fentinels reafflumed their pofts, each 
on his horn. . | 

During the three days that the calm conti- 
nued, and we remained motionlefs for want of 
wind, thefe manceuvres were many times re- 
peated before our eyes as to each of the three 
monfters. | : 

I was defirous of catching one of them, in 
order to examine it at leifure. But, when L 
propofed it to the crew, they treated it as im- 
poffible. However, on my promifing a dozen 
bottles of wine to any one who fhould ac- 
complith it, their ardour was roufed; and the 
attempt, which was before deemed impracti- 
cable, was now only difficult. | 

They all ran to their harpoons, and pofted 

themfelves here and there by the fhip’s fide in 


readinefs 
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readinefs to ftrike. A failor ftanding: near the 
bowfprit, more fortunate than the reft, ftruck 
one of the three fifh on the back: then letting 
out his line, that he might have room to beat 
about and tire himfelf, he at laft towed him 
gradually to the furface of the water. The 
animal lay perfectly motionlefs; and we made 
no doubt of eafily drawing him upon deck. 
One harpoon, however, being infufficient to 
fupport him, particularly as it had penetrated 
but a little way, twelve or fifteen more were © 
firuck into him at.once, fo as to fix him com- 
pletely : feveral halfers were pafled round his 
body, and he was thus hoilted on board. 

This was the leaft of the three, being only 
eight-and-twenty feet in its extreme breadth, 

‘and one-and-twenty in length from the ex-~ 
tremity of the horns to that of the tail. The 
tail, which was thick in proportion to the 
body, was twenty-two inches long. 

The mouth, placed exactly like that of the 
ray, was wide enough to {wallow a man with 
eafe. The {kin was white under the belly, and 
brown on the back, like that of the ray. 

We reckoned the animal to weigh not lefs, 

certainly, than a ton, | 

About 
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_ About twenty {mall fucking fith wete faft 

ened to different parts of his body fo firmly, 
that they did not drop off when he was hoilt- 
ed on board, but were taken with him. 

Some naturalifts have faid, that the head of 
the fucking fith is vifcous on the lower part, 
and furnithed with rough points fimilar to the 
teeth of a file ; and, according to them, it is by 
means of thefe two qualities, its roughnefs 
and vifcofity, that it is enabled to adhere: to 
other fith. 

“ Ficure to yourfelf,” fays one of them, “a 
‘row of nineteen fharp-edged and dentated 
“ lamina, placed croffwife, and iffuing imme- 
“ diately from the rim of the lower jaw, and 
“ you will have a juft idea of the part with 
‘© which the remora makes itfelf faft.” 

This defcription is exact as far as relates to 
the figure and number of the dentated lamine ; 
but it places them on the lower part of the 
head, whereas they are, in reality, on the 
upper. Accordingly, when the remora fixes 
itfelf, it is obliged to turn upon its back, with 
its belly upward. 
~ Tam ignorant whether the two white fifh » 


that pee themfelves on the arms of the:fea- 
devil, 
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devil, and appeared to ferve him as pilots, 

were alfo of the remora kind. But this at 
- Teaft I can affert, that they appeared to ftick 
as firmly to the extremities of .the arms I have 
mentioned, notwithftanding the arms were in 
continual motion. I muft obferve, however, 
that, if thefe white fifth had a flat furface like 
that by which the remora adheres to other fifh, 
it muft have been onthe lower part of the 
body, and not on the upper, fince the animal 
continued in its natural pofition, and had no 
occafion to turn over to fix itfelf at its poft. | 

It would have been highly gratifying to me, 
if thefe fifh had remained at their ftations, and 
allowed themfelves to be taken with the fea-_ 
devil, as I fhould then have had an opportunity 
of examining them: but the moment the firft 
harpoon was thrown, they let go their hold 
and difappeared. 

I hoped, however, that we might per- 
chance catch one of thofe that ferved as fen- 
tinels to the other two montiers, which, by all 
the noife we had made, had not been driven 
away. Different baits were tried for them, 
but to no purpofe: when the hook was thrown 
into the water, they came and examined it, 


and immediately returned to their pofts, 
Vou. III, we Lt Ido 
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Ido not at prefent recolle& that any nate- 
ralift has fooken of thefe white remoras. Yet 
other travellers befide me have feen them. I 
fhall cite on this head Dubadier, known in 
natural hiftory for his rare and ample collec- 
tion of the cruftacee of the Caribbee iflands. 
In his laft voyage, this naturalift faw, in lat. 
45° north, long. 333°, a fimilar ray, which 
he fuppofed to be about twenty-five or thirty 
feet in breadth, accompanied by its two white 
pilots. He made a drawing of it, as I did of 
the rays which I faw; and, on comparing 
thefe drawings, the fifh velo: appear to be 
of the fame fpecies. 

The remainder of our paflage offered no- 
thing remarkable, but the contrary winds 
with which we’ were continually buffeted: 
and indeed’ in lat. 33° we were again at- 
tacked by a violent ftorm. Fearing our 
voyage would be long and tedious, -all the 
crew were put to fhort allowance of water. 
On the fourth of OGober we pafied the de- 
fert iflands of Flores and Corvo, and failed - 
within mufket fhet of their fhores. 

On the ninth of the fame month one of 
the crew fell overboard. The waves ran fo 
high it was impoflible to fave him. He was 
; 2 anftantly © 
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inftantly ‘carried to a confiderable diflance, 
We faw him ftretch out his arms to us; butthe . 
wind hurried us on with fuch violence, that 
we could only throw fome empty barrels and 
afew hencoops into the .fea. This even 
could not be done with fufiicient {peed; and, 
had any of thefe frail fupports reached him, 
it would only have prolonged his fuitering, 
and given him death twenty times over. 

The twenty-third of October we fell in 
with two {mall French velflels returning from 
the cod-fifhery. We purchafed of them a 
fufficiency for our little fleet ; and it proved a 
very feafonable fupply, for our provifion was 
confiderably diminifhed, and we had. been 
badly fed fora long time. ‘Thefe two fifhing 
vellels, being bound to Bayonne, would of 
courfe arrive in port before us; and I availed 
myfelf of the opportunity to inform my fa- 
mily, and my friends in Holiand, of my near 
arrival. 

On the thirtieth we faw feveral parts of a 

reck, and, among the reft, a maft almoft 
whole, which came along-fide of our fhip. 
‘This fad fpeGacle announced to us that fome 
calamity had happened during the laft ftorm. 

| li2 At 
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At length, onthe firft of November, we came 
in fight of the coafts of Europe, and were in- 
ceflantly beaten about by contrary winds, till 
we reached the chops of the Channel, where 
we were {topped, with more than two hun- 
dred other vefiels, returning from all parts of 
the globe, and which were detained there, as 
well as ourfelves, by contrary winds. But 
what was our furprife, when the Middelbourg, 
which we had fuppofed to have been loft off the 
Cape of Needles with all her crew, appeared 
among the number! In the excefs of my 
joy, I would have taken one of the boats and 
gone to her: but the fea was fo rough that 
none of the failors would venture to row me ; 
it was indeed tremendous. The unfortu- 
tunate Middelbourg appeared to me to be in 
a worfe condition than ourfelves, and to be 
almoft thattered to pieces. She looked, fo to 
fpeak, like an invalid whom a relapfe would 
infallibly deftroy. Nobody would join me 
inthis fad prefage ; yet it was the fame day 
verified. | 2 
Scarcely had we entered the Channel, when 
a great mift arofe. It every moment grew 
thicker; and the wind began to blow a ftorm, 
hs) Re 
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which prefently rofe to fuch a height, that all 
the fkill of our feamen was of no avail againft 
its fury. Wave after wave drove us preci-~ 
pitately towards the rocks; while, on account 
of the mift, we could fcarcely fee each other, as 
if Heaven had intended to fave us the agony 
of beholding twenty fhipwrecks at once. We 
had not only the breakers to fear, but to 
dread alfo running foul of one another; for 
the Channel was covered with veffels. I can- 
not convey a better idea of the fury of the 
wind thus let loofe upon us, than by obferv- 
ing that our fails, though furled, were torn 
to rags, and our rigging abfolutely blown to 
tow. I confidered death as inevitable, and 
awaited it in filence. Twenty veffels, driven 
by their ill fate either againft each other or 
upon the rocks, were loft. The Middelboure 
was wrecked on the fhore, and the hufband, 
wife, and children, all perifhed together. Ano- 
ther veflel of our fleet, the Holland, loft her 
rudder, which was broken and catried away 
by a wave. Become the fport of the winds 
and waves, and unable to fteer her courte, 
fhe made fignals of diftrefs, which we an- 
{wered by the as: of death. To add to our 

misfortunes, 
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misfortunes, night came upon us with our 
rigging all in diforder. The Holland fired 
feveral more. guns, and, when day appeared, 
nothing was to be feen of her *. For our 
parts, we pafled the Channel, and advanced, 
tempelt-beaten all the way, towards the Ile of . 
Middelbourg, where we anchored in fight of 
land. But the cable foon parted, as did thofe 
of all the anchors we threw out, one after 
. another; fo that we were forced to pafs ano- 
ther terrible night, beating to windward ona 
coaft full of thoals. Skilful as our captain 
was, he durft not take upon himfelf to enter 
the port without a coafting pilot. The cap- 
tain of the port, Intanker, perceiving our dif- 
trefs from the town of Middelbourg, had the 
courage to venture himfelf in a {mall floop, 
and came to our affiftance through every dan- 
ger. He-got on board and took the com- 
mand of the veflel, and carried her ftraight 
into the port of Flufhing. We were driven 
in by fo ftrong a gale, that we lay almoft on 
our beam-ends. I was in the cabin. _ I heard 
a cry “Weare all loft!” I ran upon deck, 


* T afterwards heard, that this veffel was miraculoufly 
driven into an Englifh harbour and faved. 
uy? In 
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In fa& we had ftruck; but by good fortune it 
was off the mud: had it been fifty” paces 
lower, the veflel muft have gone to pieces. 
She lay on her fide; and in that fituation we 
paffed thé night. — 

When day appeared, the weather was more 
moderate. Twenty boats came to tow us of, 
and get us afloat. At length we entered the 
road of Flufhing; where, which was fingulat 
enough, we anchored along-fide of ‘the Held 
Voltemaade,’ the very veffel that had carried 
me to the Cape of Good Hope, and which 
the Dutch Eaft-India Company had purchafed 
from the Enelith, by whom fhe was taken, ~ 
as every one knows, on her departure from 
the Cape for the Ifle of Ceylon, In the 
morning the commiffioners of the company 
of -Zealand came on board. One of them 
brought- me letters from Amfterdam, in an- 
{wer to thofe which I had written at fea, and 
fent by the fithing veffels. Temminck had 
récommended me to the directors of the com- 
pany, who received me with every civility; 
and my baggage was fuffered to pafs untouch- 
ed. The moment I fet my foot on there, [ 
hired a {mall veflel, to convey myfelf and my 
| effeCts 
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effects to Amfterdam without delay ; where, 
the moment I arrived, 1 haftei t d to throw 

_mylelf into ‘the arms of my good, friends, 

Boers and Temminck. A few ays after, I 
fet off for Paris, where I arrived in the begin- 
ning of January 1785, after an abfence of five 
years: the only period of my life truly to be 
regretted, the only one at leaft in which the 
cowardice of mankind never affected me, in 
which I could fafely defy their injuftice, their 
benefits, and their tyrannic fway. 


s 

END OF THE THIRD AND LAST VOLUME. 

The celebrated traveller Le Vaillant, whe repent ated at | 

\} Sazanne, was born at. Saramaibo, in Dutch Guyana. “His | 
@ taste for natural history displayed itself early in life, and 
& induced him to undertake two voyages to the Cape of Good 
‘“< Hope. The sciences are also indebted to him for useful and | 

valuable discoveries in the interior of Africa and America. 


3 


« Phe .cabiuet of natural history at Paris possesses ‘ 
, camelopard,: and his rich collection of stuffed parrots aad 
j birds of Paradise. He bas Jeft in literature his two voyages 
» to the Cape of Good Hope, and the natural history of African’ 
es and / merican birds, birds of-Paradise, and’parrots, — © 
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